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WEHAT TEECRBURCH 1S DOING IN THIS
AND OTHER CONTINENTS.
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z : Many ltoms of General Intercst That Wil)
:‘ ; be Appreciaied by Our Readers.
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> " Right Rev. T. D. Beaven, D. D,,

Bishop of Springfield, bas made an

innovation in diocesan management
- by appointing a building committee of
"three prominent clergymen. Under
. the new order of things any pastor in-
tending to erect any building, the cost
of which will exceed $1,000, or who
cootemplates making improvements
to the extent of that sum, must first
submit plans and specifications to the
committee, the members of which will
@ examine them and give their opinion
of them to the Bishop before the work
proceeds.

February brings us lent this year,
for Ash Wednesday will fall on the
last Wednesday of the month; and
that fact will bring Easter on April
10. This is neither late nor early for

| the latter feast to fall, but about half
way between the extreme dates in
which it might come. The Ascension
will fall on May 19, Pentecost on May
29 and the post-Pentecostal Sundays
of this year will number twenty-five.

Bishop Fitzgerald, who celebrated
the thirty-first anniversary of his con-
secration this week,is one of the senior
members of our hierarchy; but that
heisstill vigorous was evidenced by
the forcible letter he lately wrote
anent the New Orleans appointment.
Dr. Fitzgerald went to Arkansas from
Ohio, and he was a great admirer of
Archbishop Purcell. His diocese is
one of the smallest ones in point of
population in the country, the Oatho
lice of Arkansas counting less than
12,000, and their being but 41 priests
in the state, over half of whom are
members of religious erders.

February is consecrated by Catho-
lic piety to devotion towards the Holy
Family that dwelt at Nazareth. The

rincipal feasts of the month arc St
fgnatius’ 1; the Purification, 2; St.
Andrew Corsini’s, 4; 8t. John of
Matha’s 8; 8t. Cyril of Alexandria, 9;
8t. Scholastica's 10; 8t. Catherine of
Ricci's 13; St. Valentine’s 14; St,
Peter's Chair at Antioch, 22, and St.
Mathias, 24. Bishops Tierney. Horst-
' mann, Schwebach and Fitzgerald will
keep anniversaries of their consecra-
tion duriug the month,and in it Arch-
bishop Williams will commemorate
the twenty third aunniversary of his
archiepiscopal appointment, Arch-
, bishop Gross the thirteenth of his, and
| Leo XIII. the twentieth of his elec-
tion to the Papal chair, as well as the
fifty-fifth of his episcopal consecration.

Bays the Ave Maria: Out of a pop-

ulation of nearly 280,000,000 in India

and Ceylon, npearly 2,000,000 are
Catholics. Northern Indiaappears to

be more sterile in the matter of conver-

sions to the faith than southern India.

Ceylon stands ahead of India in this

respect. There are twice as many

; native priests as Enropeans, the num-

I, ber of native priests being 1599 and

i " Europeans 796. The work of Catho-
t ! lic education in India is steadily pro-
- gressing. Among the most flourish-

| ing institutions is St. Aloysivs’ Col-

| lege, Managalore, which has done
much to improve the mental status
and elevate the moral character of the
natives of the district. The ranks of
the professors, by the way,bave lately
been strengthened by the addition of
two priests from America—Fathers
Moore and Sullivan, 8. J.—in whom
literature and scieace find erudite ex-
pounders.

Acoording to the English official
Catholic directory for 1898 the Catho-
lic population ofthe United Kingdom
is pearly 5,600,000, Ireland has 3,.
549,966, England 1,500,000, Scot-
land 865,000. If there be added to

'these figures the statistical returns

‘from Australia, India and British
America the total Catholic population
of the British dominions will be found
to be over 10,000,000. In England
and Wales there are 17 archbishops
and bishops, 2098 priests—an increase
of 12 priestssince last year—and 1482
churches, chapels and stationg—an in-
orease of 19 in twelve months; in
Scotland , 7 arehbishops and bishops,
421 priests and 350 churches, etc;
There are 27 archbishops and bishops
|in Ireland. Of the 3119 priests of
Great Britain 2181 are of thesee-
ular clergy and 938 of the regular
. lclergy. There are 19 Catholic mem-
1> | bers of the privy council, 31 members
1 of the House of Lords and 73 members
of the House of Commons.
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A VisIT TO MOUNT LORETTO, STATEN
ESLAND, ¥. Y,

BY EDWARD J. SULLIVAN.
How many there are among the
great Catholie elemment who visit this
great metropolis and how fow among
those who avail themselvesof the pleas-
ure ofa visit to our Catholic institutions
and witness the magnificent work
which has been andis being accom-
plished for humanity. No doubteach
and every city has some institution:
which appeals toloeal pride und within
whose portals cheer and consolation is
meted out to God's poor and afflicted,
but in a8 great diy iike New York the
-pinch of want and suffering is perhaps
more keenly felt. The cold and cheer
less ienement dwellings of the poor
only tend to kesp alive that suffering.
In these pest houses (as numbers of
them are) can he found all clasees, na-
tionalities and conditions. Let me
illastrate this from one aingle instance
which has comeunder my own ohser-
vation. Fifteen different nationalities
are to be found in one tenement dwell-
ing. :
In smaller cities a8 more neighborly
feeling exists, 88 people are better
known to emch other, but in such
abodes no such condition of things
can prevail, hence I ropeat, distress is
in its worst form. -‘Fhanks to the
generosity of the citizens every means
bas been devised toat least lessen this
evil. It isnot, indeed, my purpose
to enter into details of the numerons
institution ssupported by philanthropic
persons, in the brief space of a news-
paper artidle, (13 I intend to give the
results of my observations at an an-
other period in 8 more extended man-
ver,) but ther isone institution I
single out in this article which de-
serves specin]l mention. T refer to the
“Mission of the Immaculaté Virgin,”’
and 8t. Joseph's Home for ‘g;?ne-
less Children. Some time ago I re-
ceived an invilatron to visit these
homes from their mnoble hearted and
zealous dinectgr, Rev. Jamia h;;
Dough , and in com with hi
I viugit;lnt.yﬁe home at m Loretto,
Staten Island. To meet him is an
bonor and pleasire, leaving s lasting
impression. As we entered the main
building devotedl to the boys, one
glimpse of their good friend wassuffi-
cient to arousethem to enthusiasm,
and it was one grand hurrah, such as
well ted and well cared for boys can
give. I can well understand why they
gather around him and greet him with
such fond embraces. It was with diffi-
culty that he could escape from them.
Poor little ones, bexeft of father and
mother’s tender care—poor waifs and
outcasts of a city’s slums, they have
only one whom they can look up to
wit.g tender and childish solicitude,
the good “sogprth aroon.”” Well
fed, well clothed, amply provided for
with every meanm forrecreation, these
children have reason to feel happy|
and grateful. Here and there, rush-
ing hither and thither in their glo-
rious work, were the good sisters who
have devoted their Fives for humanify.
To enter at dinner time and see the
bundréds of thowe children devourtha)
substantial mealis & sight not soon to
forgotten. It isindeed only when we
drag our minds away from active life
and visit these institutions that we can
there and only there realize in a forei-
ble manner the existing distress and
the many orphan children left desti-
tute and bereft of a father and moth-
er’s care,

to No. 2 ILafaydte Place. and there

front of the builling is a monument
erected to him, and heis represented
88 looking down with an aching heart
to the chiliren who look up to

him to Iift them the pit of vice and

brass, granite or maxble, is the affec.
cued from vice, despondency and de-

world with the cross of their faith in

confidence in both,
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Rochester, N. ¥,

now contains 652 acres, bedng

at ‘300‘000,111(1

debt. Father Dramgoole died in
1888, and the good work wm minder
taken by Father Dangha;tty‘, and to
his untiring energy and ability is due

the flourishing condition - in which it
exists to-day. .Over 2,000 children
are cared for smnually. The good
Father, anxious to - arect a teaple to
Geod, set himeelf to work with = tire-
less will and built a new church 185
feet long and 85 feet wide, costing
over §150,000. The high sltmris a
memorial donated by the DeComean
family.  Later he began the con-
struction of a home for them, whioh is
now well under way-a four story
brick building 250 feet long mnd 80
feet in width, costing $200,000.

1n these homes all the principal
trades are taught, such as taikoring,
tho:making, carpenter work, printing,
the different arts and Ianguagee, and
from it are sent out.annuaily numbers
of young men competent to fulill any

of the professions, and every hoy -is
given full and unlimited epportunity
to follow the trend of his own natural
tastes and sspirations. What an in.

shoemakers, the typesetters an

and published a paper, the “EHome-
less Child,”” which findsits way to the
uttermost corners of the marth. The
ssme ruleapplies to the girls, and here
they are instructed inevery known

and other scoomplishments.” Hexe,
too, farming is madé e science, and
the land is brought to a stats of pér-
fection, a S

pertsin this healthy exercise, -

grounded in the grand faundsments)
principles of loyalty to the flag and
constitution of the United Ststes, re-
spect for law and order— Chait
towards all and malioe towards nons.”
Now yourreaders will ask, ‘< How
is this all done, and whencs is the
revenue derived 1" I will answer,
from the thousands in all parts of the
world who contribute the small snm of
25 cents as their subsoription.for the
paper knownas the “Homeleas Child. "’
Would to God that those of our
faith, aye, and those who diffor with
us, would visit these institutions, de.
rive a profitable leseon, and dome

did, and the eamest
noble director will live long toadd to
the crown of enduring fame he has
wob from ajl ereeds and clagses,
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Bequeats by Persons Dyfng im the
United States Show an Trieremss

Over the Amoumtsin Pre-
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Rev.C. T. Ward, of the Sheltering
Arms,N. Y., has prepared comparative

tables showing the smount of money left |
for charitable or benevolent p

testators throughout the United States
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