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Kany ltexns of General Interest That Will
be A ppreciated by Our Readors.

The entrance of Signor Zanardelli
into the Ytalian Cabinet has accentu-

Government, Signor Zanardelli wili
shortly introduce a bill dealing with
the subject of divorce. This will be
strongly contested by the Vatican and
Catholics generally.

Bishop Horstmann, of Cleveland,
is a friend of the Catholic press. He
has just senta check for $20 to Father
Price, of Raleigh, N. C., who is the
publisher of Truth.an admirable jour-
nal devoted to explanations of Catho-
lic doctrine and circulated principally
among non-Catholies.

Rev. William McMahon, pastor of
St. Bridget's charch, Cleveland, O.,
will leave shortly for a journey around
the world, going by the way of Sam
Francisco to Japan. Father Me-
Mahon hasso arranged his itinerary
thathe will be in the Holy Land dur-
ing Easter week.

Archbishop Chapelle has addressed
s letter to the managers of the Catholic
Winter School of New Orleans,accept-
ing an invitation to be present at the
third session, and wishing the institu-
tion all success. Bis Grace hopes to
reach New Orlesns befrre Ash Wed-
nesday and thus be present at the open-
ing of the session.

The will of thelate Father Anthony

in Brooklyn, disposing of an estate of
$11,000 has been offered for probate.
Lawrence Arnold a brother of the
testator, receives $81,000; Mary
Armold, a niece, $2,000; 8t. Cath-
erine's Hospital, $1,000, and 8t. Vin-
cent’s Abbey, in which the deceased
priest received his education, $2,000,
snd the Orphan's fund of All
Sainty’ Church, $600. All the per-
sonal property goas to the church.

A French religious organ, in an ar-
ticle headed ¢ Priest and Pontiff,”
slJudesto the greatness of Leo XIII,,
and tothe source of that greatness as
being the Holy facrifice of the Mas.
“In the course of sixty years,''it says,
“Jeo XIII. hss immolated 21,900
time the Divine Victim. Those who
have had the privilege of assisting at
his Mass have seen in hima man
ransfigu red—the Pontiff conversing
with his God.’’

The new Cathedral’at Westminister
will, it is hoped, be completed within the
nexttwo years, in timefor the golden
jubilee celebration of the establishment
of thehierarchy in England. A special
sppesl for more funds to carry on the
vork is to he made throughout the
Catholic press in the near future.
Among the latest donations received is
su batantial check from Lord Russell,
of Killowen.

The Catholie’s of Portland, Ore.,
sre already moving in the matter of
fittingly celebrating Archbishop Gross’
silver episcopal jubiles, which, will
fall on A pril 27 prox. They propose
giving the metropolitan a new resi-
dence, and bave begun the erection of
that on one of the handsomest and
healthiest sites in the archiepiscopal
city.

M ansignor Schroeder will be twenty-
five years a priest on May 18; and in
anticipation of his silver jubilee a
namber of his friends among the
American clergy are gathering a purse
to be presented to him on the twenty-
fifth anniversary of his. ordination.
Some very prominent German-Ameri-
oan ecclesiastics are interested in this
movement.

Probably one of the best managed
Sunday schools in this country is that
of 8t. Vincent de Fauls church, New

York, whose maximum attendance is | h

hildren, and whose average at-
?e(:)dzgce is 1800. This school fills
the spacious chapel in the basement of
the church, and it is in session mot
glone on Sundays but several times
during the week. Ithas itsown Sup-
day services, which are rendered as
attractive as possible; the classes are
arefully and eystematically graded
and officered, and the children have
access to o specially selected library-of
9000 volumes. The scholars of this
sthool do mot graduate when they
make their first communion, but are
then, if found sufficiently instracted,
admitted to the advanced course of
stndies, which cover three years.

————

Wehave s ulect line of fine wed.
invitations st reasonable prices
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THE REVOLT OF 1798.
THE IRBSURRECTION WAS THE OUT-

English Feliey Bought te Dastroy the
Civil amd Religious KLiberties as
‘Well as tho Iandustries and Com-
meree of the Irish Feople.

“‘England has sown her laws like
dragon’s teeth, and they have sprung
up as armed men,”” Hussey Burgh's
magniloquent  description of the
causes that produced the Volunteers
will stand for the causes of the rebel-
lion of *98. That uprising was the
natural and, given the manhood of
the persecuted people, the inevitable
outcome of a country of persecution
and misgovernment, the effects of
which no Irishman, Catholic or Pro-
testant, wholly escaped, with the ex-
ception of the little clique of corrupt

the nation to British interesta. A
Ireland during the eighteenth century.
To cxplain the rebellion it is only

that story. Religious persecution
ending in industrial paralysis, s social
code that doomed the mass of the peo-
ple to indigence,commercial laws that
denied even to the Anglo-Irish colony
the privileges of free trade and free
enterprise, a political svstem which,
under the forms of constitutionalism,
gave a foreign and hostile power com-
plete control of the making and the
execution of the laws, are the chisf
notes of a disastrous century, says the
Dublin Freeman's Journal.

It is not too much to trace back the
root of the revolt of 1798 tothe breach
of the treaty of Limerick at the close
of the seventeenth century. Burke's
description of the penal code remains
classic. Between 1695 and 1110 it
grew to its full perfection. When
complete it merited Burke's descrip-
tion. It was'‘a machine of wise and
elaborate contrivance, and as well
fitted for the oppression, impoverish-
ment and degradation of a people, and
the debasement in them of human
nature itself, as ever procceded from
the preverted ingenuity of man.”
Broken though it was by the efforts of
Grattan and the Volunteers, its effeots
did not soon pass away. Indeed it
may be questioned whether they have
yet altogether disappeared. But even
at the close of the last century the op-
pression of the tithe and their exclu-
sion from Parliament made Irish
Catholics feel that they were not yet
equal citizens in their own land. In
an essay on the period Mr. Lecky
briefly sums up the provisicns of the
penal code: “They excluded Catho-
lics from the parliament, from the
magistracy, from the corporations,
from the university, from the bar,
from the rightof voting at parliamen-
tary elections or at vesteries, of acting
as constables, as sheriffs or as jury-
men, of serving in the army or navy,
of becoming solicitors, or even hold-
ing the position of gamekeeper or
watchman. They prohibited them
from becoming schoolmasters, ushers
or private tutors, or of sending their
children abroad to receive the Catho-
lHe education they were refused at
home. They offered an annuity to
every priest who would forsake his
creed, pronounced a sentence of exile
against the whole Hierachy, and re-
stricted the right of celebrating the
mass to registered priests, whose num-
ber, according to the first intention
of the Legislature, was not to be re-
newed. The Catholics could not buy
land or inheret or receive it as s gift
from Protestants,or hold lifeannuities
or lehses on such terms thatthe profits
of the land exceeded one-third of the
rent. A Catholic,except in the linen
trade, could have no'more than two
apprentices. He could not have a
orse the value of more than £5, and
any Protestant on giving him 5£
might teke his horse. He was com-
pelled to pay double to the malitisa,
In case of war with a Catholic power,
he was obliged to reimburse the
damage doneby the enemy’s priva-
teers. To convert a Protestant to
Catholicism was a capital offense.
No Catholic inight marry a Protestant.
Into hisown family circle the elements
of diszension were ingeniously intro-

duced. A Catholicland owner might

not bequeath his land as he pleased.
It was divided equally among his
children, unless the eldest son became
a Protestant, in which case the parent
became simply a life tenant, and lost
all power either of selling or morigag.
ing it. If & Catholic’s wife abandoned:
her husband’s feligion she was im.
tnedlia y free from his control, and]
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officials who were the instruments of
British officialism in the subjection of

hundred pens have told the history of
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tain proportion of her hushand®s
property. If this ochild, however
young, professed itself a Protestant it
was taken from his father’s cawe, and

tice of its father’s propaty. No
Catholic conld be guardian cither to
his own children or t thwe of an-
other.” Thess laws,adds Mr. Lecky,
“‘were peculiarly fitted to debsin ms
well as tocrush. They were directed
not against 8 small sect but mgainat
the bulk of the nation, and they wexe
a distant violation of the treaty of
Limerick.”” The Protestant dissenter
as well as the Catholic puasant fell
under the ban of the small pereecuting
clique that by means of corruplion
controlled the Parliament. The best
of. Presbyterian Ulstar emigrated to
lay the foundations of the Amnerican
repablic.

The religious tyranny wis not the
only one. Its impoverishing effects
were increased by commercial snd
social codes. The extinction of the
woolen industry and the restraints on
foreign trade flung back the moam of
people on theland; and theland code
was such a8 we have knmown it ex-
ceptthat even the check of public
opinion did not exist to correct the
excess that is permitted the lmndlord
io the use of his powers. To sme
extent the social history of Ireland in
the niveteenth century has repeted
the social history of Ireland in the
eighteenth. In the latter,ss in the
former, there was a substitution of
pasture for tillage, anda consokidation
offarms, with its attendant cloud of
evictions. To eviction succssded pori-
odical famine, while all the tirme the
exactions of the tithe system deepaed
the misery of the peasnt. ““Villages
and farmsteadings surrounded by cnl-
tivated fields were replaced by lipg
stretches of treeless, houselesspountry,
occupied by cattle and sheép; while
on the inferior land wretochedl, half
naked peasantry, living in holes or
hovels, practised & poor syszem of
husbandry to provide rackrents, which
were inoreased upon the least sign of
improvement either in the sppearance
gi“ Lhti land or of the dﬁy:ﬂingar drems

¢ peasants, 6 pemsan

were always on the brink t!")yf
starvation, and were now enterin
upon & period of faming-—Sive or
gix in the coume of twenly yean—
culminating in the dire faanine andizs
’coompanying ilence, or thun
fever, of 1741, in which 400,000 pex-
sons perished.”’” The profitablences
of pasture led to the enclosure of the
common lands of Munster and the
formation of the secret sodsty of the
Levellers, formed in imitstion of the
Osk Boys and the Stesl Boys, tho se-
cret organizations with which the Ul-
ster Presbyterians opposed the op-
%ressions of the Episcopalisn gentry.

ere is where the "Moonlighter’
first makes his appearance in the so-
cial and political history of Iceland.
To the extortion of the Irish land-
lords were added the plunder of the
tithe farmers and the tithe proctore.
‘“Naw that the Irish Protestant es-
tablishment has been swept away,”’
say,8Dr. Bridges, *it is easy for us tosee;
that no tax more hateful wasever
levied on & European populition than
this tax on labor, levied on straggling
farmers and laborers for the support
of an alien religion. But hateful as
it was everywhere, to Ulster Preshy -
rizns 88 to Catholics, it was inthe
south of Ireland thatits full oppres:
giveness was felt and resented. ‘lithes
were taken there on two things touch-
ing the peasant’s life closely, and not.
tazed elsewhere—bog turfand potsm-
toes. The clerical income derived
from potatoes was enormous. Imsme
casesit exceeded the rack rent of the
land. A caseis recorded where elevem |
scres of land, let for & guine an acre,
paid £14 in tithe. The detils of e,
of these cases (Ryan v. Giresne)
cited by Grattan from the records of
the vicar’s court 2t Cashel, wilk sarve
ass sample of the resf, e fam.
consisted of 213 Irish acres, andit
was tithed as follows: Potatces, four
and three-quarter acres, were esti-
mated to produce 4266 stone; the

Flax, two and a half acres, rocucing
160 stone, at 4s. was ti at £8 4s.
Osts, four and a quarter aores,. pro-
ducing 252 stone, at 6d., were tithed:
at £11s6d. Pasture, ten scres val-
ued at 30 tons of hay, wexetithed at)
£6 168 6d. The total titho was thus

£16 8s 9d., or rather more tham 1fa.
per acre. It will be sen that!
that the potato had paid inthis ose
£1 28, 4d. in tithes, or -ahwud

13y 6d. per English acre.”’ Fleecod

by the rack renter and skinned hythe}
tithe  procior, denied the righfs of

der is thﬂtfhé” Irish peasant ao Jonge
and =20 patiently bore his wrngs, mg

the chancellor could wssign it a pox- |}

tithe, at 4d. per stone, was £56 6n.9d. |
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. To the Protestant
the credit o

andk the Irish people.. Fres tr HE_T0)
the “first object of the Volunteers, huti .

free trade suggested s fiem parliament.
and a free parlisment-a free peaple,
No neud to retrace the stepathat led
to the triumph of Grattan and Charle.

the revolution they achisved was in-
complete and that the seeds of ruin
in the structure they had erected.

the Irish parliament from British ay-
preanscy was merely dehusive. That|ioliea® the 1
“‘&F"m“’y was able to make itself a8{4ha Vatican
offectusl throngh an irresponsible ex- |
ccxtive anda corrupt legialsture ss
when ssting through the English privy
council on the bills of the Irish parlis.]
ment, Theattempt of the Voluntoss pon
to coupel the parliament ¢o reform it- DO
wlf, though deprecated even by pa-
triotic statesmen on the ground that]
the exercise of such pressure Was §0-| Va0 is the hend of
consisient with the froedom of parlis- and of th
ment was, pevertheless, judifiod by|an ]
the fact that the parlisment wasnot
in.&e} :‘hree buu;;on! hsa’seuad fra? the:
grip of the ughmongers and ¢ope §;

All efforts to that.end |

destined to end in failure; and though |4
Tone's criticism of the work of 17821,
atated, it has its basiy

'l;\alf of the h?atl:gﬁca !o;. t‘imlufxg,"- lig:
one gives his estimate of the reform | riny which is #t aggling-. to u
52. He says: *The revolution o e i mEglog

of 1782 was » revolutiyn which ens
?,bé;d Iri:hmbe;r ;o sell 'a;q:*gnoh '

igher price their honor, their integ, |ip ¢  fovian, ek g -
gtha intorests of theizmunﬁtrwg; ehet fottih

it was & _revolution which, while at
one siroke it doubled the value.of]
boroughmonger in the king- |,
dom, left three-fourthsof oux ooun&xq
men sloves as it found: them, and 'the

overnment of Iveland in the bess|ihis statément and the that thef ﬁim
snd wioked and contemphible heame| S 2EH poinspmoel i wibw} -sE e
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the veteran enemies- of the OY !

alled forth to station or offfce from | shail forms 4 pax
the ranks of the opposition? Not onel | of Roms tha . .
The power remainedin;t:‘xe hm.rof kit 3 o strolgly believed aid
sgain to be exerted for!the Quirinal that Leo- doalgtis susha] -
our ruin, with this difforence, that for: ta Qualring Suat Tao
merly we had our distresses, our inju-
Juriesand our insults gratis at
hands of England; but now
very dearly to receive the a
sggravation, through the hands -
Irishmen. Yet this we bosst of, -
wll & revolution! = See how. much
sirength of the people has boat 1
menxted by the srrangement of 17
For two successive sémsions we'

seerd measures of denial
‘benefitand the most unqualified. ne
cessity to the country enforeed
he, ortsdof tii}ed it ¢
ability and ropelled w
;shadong;" args’menfé
tion ; an administration
merically of them
opposed the extension: of ‘yo
mereein 1779, and ihe
of your conmstitution in’

the 1o of the place bill, the responsi

biliey bill, the penmion bilk, in & word
all the measyres of the list seesio
that you have no weight whatsoey
that administrations despise and
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youx present stato of apmthy i
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