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A CHRISTMAS

BY C.

GIFT.

A. PARKER,

OBERT GOOD-
man, pastor of a cer-
tain churchin acer-
tain town, seated
“himself at his study
table vne murning,
and drew toward
him his writing ma-
terial; then he touk
a deliberate survey
A3 of the rvuru In which
_, he sat. The view
& 2 "y was not a very
5% plessing one. The
-*walls were adorned with paper sadly
~ @ +crlored and falling away in places;
“1he bare, smoky ceiling was traversed
-1y nime:qus cracks; the palat on the
= oocwnrk, of dismal hue to start with,
=phowed the ravages of time, the carpet
-wae wiechsdly shabby.
Mr. Coddinan gaged at all this and
mlfhod, 23 he Hwd oflen done befors,
+. ™1 rould write better sermons in a
~tiecent study, 1 am positive,” he gald to
» I:imse’f. *“This room certainly is de-
~~jresaing. It does seem that the church
* maight paint and paper it. The ex-
1enge wovld be small. Then there is
‘the carget; but if that remained I
+<ghould have to ‘leok up and not down.’
‘Well, that 1s what 1 must do anyway,”
and with a faint smile he turned agaln
e &0 the work before him.
- - VIR ast then there was a little tap at the
R >aloor, and he rose and opened it.
S __ “@Good morning, Mr. Goodman,” sxtd
e, < Miss Hope Arnold, who stood outside
g2 ¢ . <the study door, looking fresh and
S * dright =8 the morning itsel?, “8hall‘l
g . . ~=dlsturb you! Mrs. Goodman said she
B =~thought you wouldn't be fairly at work
N Nylii and told me to come right up.”
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] . ‘r{a &nwhuo “t. tyl:nmx ¢l had enter-
2 0 g8 At the minister's invita-
T - {8n krid séated heraelf with a compre-

- Zensive glance at her surroundings.
SO . .{lﬂwﬁ te

ooy g

: nsult you, Mr. Good-
- N wdn,"; she, contirued, “aboat some of
ey «wour Christian Bndeavor work, but

AArst of all, I want to tell you how much
ageod {om* sermon Jdast SBunday morn-
o Ang did me. I thank you for It. It
e ~was just what | needed.”

gL “l am very happy to hear you say

. . =80, Miss Hope,” replisd the minister
N " with a flush of pleasure, “and I thank
V. . . Yyou for telling me;" but the visitor
_— 1ittls guessed how much good In turn

. smhe had done her pastor.

‘When they had finished their talk on
Christian Endeavor work, and Hope
Bad risen to go, she exclaimed Im-
pulsively: “So this is our minister's
wtudy! [ have never besn in it before.
Really 1 should think the church could

s afford to paper i, at least.”

S “R would be a great {mprovement
S -~esrtainly,” responded Mr. Geodman,

« swmiling.

“It ought to be done,” she declared
in declded tones, “and it shall be,” she
mentally added.

‘When his caller had gone, Mr. Good-

- man, greatly cheered and encouraged,
 tarned once more to his study table,
- and the next Bunday morning’s dis-

- ¢course was generally pronounced one

of_his best.

Mr. Goodman was all that his name
implied, but, though an sarnest preach-
-y, he was noi brilliant nor eloquent,
. and the large churches with corre-
-+mponding salarles were vot for him.
And as there were several small peo-
Dle at the parsonage to be fed, clothed
anid otherwise cared for, there was no
money for superfluities, or for many
- other things not generally reckoned as

~ wach.

Mrs. Goodman, fortunate.y, was a

© ~.chesry, efiicient little woman, with a
" wonderful knack for compelling a dol-
- Imnr to do more than full duty, and in
1 . ~wee8ry way she was a true helpmaet to
" &ier husband.
On leaving the parsonage Hope hast-s
- eefad 3‘: the office of her uncle, one of
* ¥ itfugtees of the church, and in-
wgmired whether the pastor's study could
> mot be repapered and painted, but he
= ghook his head.
~_ She did not give up, however, by any
- xogneans, and at the next meoting of the
< Chyistian Epdeavor Society she pre-
- w-wented the case. .

! *Now,” she said, “I propose that we
Fejuvennte thot: study as a Christmas
{ "present to-our pastor. I have made
- ysome Ingairies, 2ad find that it can be
" vdione. at small expenge,

“Mr, Ball, who. 18 & member of .our
“ghareh, would é%nlsh and put on good
2 oaper for four-doliars. - A neat maiting
U the Rdor would not cost over four
estollars more. Fred Johnson (a young

scpadnter, and & member of the C. E.
« am;;ﬁ will kindly "sttend to the
woodwork witbont charge. So you eee
¥Rt the sctual expense of the under-
#Kiiig need not exceed eight dollars,
iugh Wpme othér chidges and ad-
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rtnne I SR e e,

) 1 stockin

ye be made to good advant- |

The Sunday before Christmas, Mrs,
Bardwell, a good, motherly woman
who lived four miles from the town,
and who was & member of Mr. Good-
man’'s church, sald to the pastor and
his wife aa they shook hands after ser-
vice, 'l want you folls all out to my
house for one good hollday visit. Can
vou come the day before Christmis?
I. seems & kind o’ queer iime, mcy be,
but if you can possibly come, that's
the day | want you.”

Mrs. Goodman reflected a few mo-
ments, then replied, “"Why, thank you,
Mrs. Bardwell, I think we could come
tbat day. [ could arrange to go. ! .m
sure. Couldn't you, Mr. Goodrpan?”

“Yes, I think 20,” he responded. very
cheerfully. *‘Of course. there wili be
preparations going on for the everiug
exerciges, but | don't know that [ shail
be particularly neseded. Thank jyou
very much for your kind invitation,
Mrs. Bardwell. We shall enjoy the
visit, 1 assure you.”

Mrs. Goodman securely locked the
front door on the day appointed, and
dropped the key in her pockel, but
scarcely had the slelgh containlng Mr.
GCoodman and heraself and the four b.i-
arious little Goodmans vanished down
the rogd, than a man with rolls of pa-
per appeared at the parsonace, angd
was admitted by Hope Arnold, who
had secured a duplicate key from her
uncle, .

The man with paper and paste waa
speedily followed by another bearing
8 pot of paint, and the transformation
of the study was scon under full head-
way.

Late in the afternoon three of the
male members of the C. B. Bocisty took
posseasion with a roll of matting, and
whben in a short space of time, their
work with that was finlshed, they were
re-anforced. by several of the girls, and
the study was soon {n readiness for its
occupan

Great was the satisfaction of the con-
apiratora =s they surveyed the re-
juvenated roeom. The .paper on the
walls and ceiling was restful to the
eye, with ita soft tints apnd unobstrus-
ive pattern. The eolorifig.of the wood-
work harmonized with that of the pa-
per. In spite of fresh paint, neat mus-
lin curtains had been put up in place
of the shabby lace ones; and the well
worn table cover had given way to au-
other just from the store. Over the
neat matting, hefore study table and
easy chair, rogs were placed for
warmth and cosiness.

And as a crowvning touch a beautiful
etching that was of itself an {pspira-
tion hung on the wall opposite the pas-
tor’s seat at his study table. 7This was
a personal gift from Hope Arnold. Care
had been taken to have everything
done before it should be time for the
pastor and his fam ly to arrive at the
church, that they might not be 80 soon
surprised at seeing a light in their
house. But toward the close of the
evening's exercizes Fred Johnson slip-
ped over to the parsonage, and when
Mr. and Mre. Goodman stepped out in-
to the wintry alr they were startled by
a gleam from the study windows.
“What can it mean!" cried Mr. Good-
man in alarm. "“Can it be fire”"
Home was soon reached and they
hurried upstairs. A lighted lamp was
on the stand before the study door, and
against it leaned a placard bearing the
words, ‘“‘Beware of paint” in large let-
ters. Mr. Goodman carefully copened
the door and entered the room, follow-
ed by Mrs. Geodman ushering in her
brood with due deference to the warn-
ing without and the odor within,

The little follis chattered and ex-
clalmed, and pointed out to one an-
other the various changes, but for a
few moments the pastor and his wife
said not a word.

Then Mr. Goodman took an envelope
from the table. It contained a $10 bill
and a card, from which he read aloud
in a rather unsteady voice:

“Pleasge accept the alterations in your

study as & testimonial of affection and
esteem from the Young People's So-
ciety of Christian Endeavor, and use
the inclosed for such further improve-
ments in the way of books as it will
make, and you may desire.
' Mrs. Goodman sat down and cried.
“Oh!" she exclaimed, “this study has
worried me 29! I've tried and tried to
plan fer having it fixed up, but there
didn’t seem to be any way te do it.
Finally | gave up and just left it with
- the Lord, and since then I've been sure
it would be deone some day. And it is!
Those blessed young folks! And $10
for books, too!" .

“Yes,” replied Mr. Goodman, wiping
his own eyes, ““l am very thankful for
it all. I{ was Hope Arnold’s idea, I
am positive. She looked very deter-
mined when she loft the study that
morning she was here.”

Well, it is certginly a welcome
Christmas gift, and a great surprise.”
-Then small Johnny Goodman, who
had been regarding his parerts in
great perplexity, exclaimed: “I don’t
see what makes papa and mamma cry
about it! I think it looks nicer than
- it did bafore!”

A Lukeside Christmas, ||

llouch!" -
The beautiful maiden withdrew her
foot ‘hastily. '

Plunging her arm into the silken
depths she took from the toe of her
a five-pound hox of candles
ghe avorlooked.

Nood it be added that this happened

= tif*’ol&ﬁuﬁ. ygﬁlt-fdig }gu
Jour stocking this morning?
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CHRISTMAS DINNER.

Raw Oysters.
Boulillon.
Bolled S8almon. Hollandaise Sauce.
Pickles. Bolled Potato Balls.
Salted Almonds.

Roast Turkey, Cranberry Sauce.
Celery. Mashed Potatoes.
Scalloped Awparagus. Chicken Ple.
Kirsch Punch.

Roast Duck. Currant Jelly.
Sweet Potato Croquettes.
L.ettuce Salad. Sweethreads.
Plum Pudding, Brandy Sauce.

Mince Pte. Apple Pte. Cheese.
lIce Cream. Cake.
Nuts. Raisina. Fruit,
Coffee.

MERRY CHRISTMAS,

A merry Christinas to all, my dear fellows,
say I—

May you live in enjoyment, and live till you
die,

May you share in the good things the world
can afford

And never look sad at the gay, soclal
board.,

A hag})y New Year—let me drink to you
a iy -
To the men, to the ladies, to the great, to
* the small;

[

win
P A

togan nin]

Thy ladlen Tl tomst in & glass of good |

.‘..i@‘f‘!heii‘old{ look as @m  —Frank L.

ORIGIN OF YULE TIDE.

The Fostive feanoh ( ¢ ebrated Long Refore
Christuuins ( nime,

Once upon a (lwe, when Carlstmas
was yet unknown, the northern na-
tions of the wor'd he.d a yearly festi-
val which they called Yule They
wreathed wiih greens the temples of
the!r heathen gods, as we wreathe our
churches to-dasy. they burned great
yule logs in honor of the sun, that he
might make the earth blossum into
Spring.
yule gifts from fir trees loaded down
with pretty things, just as we give to
our children (pon Christmas Eve

Christ, tn the reign of the Roman Em-
peror Commodus., tnat Yule became
Christmas, and {t was in the fourth
century, at the time of Constantine the
Great and of Dlaocletian, that there
lived Saint Nicholas, whom boys and
girls know everywhere as Santa Claus.
The legend of the jolly old fellow trav-
eling with his reindeer to fiil the stock-
ings, ur, in some ¢ountries, the shoes,
which children placed ready for him,
grew from the fact that Saist Nicholas
was regarded as the patron salnt of
young people the world over. We
English-apeaking nations have the
story from the Dutch.

But what shall we tell our boys and

girls of Santa Claus. Do they not
know him? Are they not looking
eagerly for his visit of this year. let

us remember, however, the history of
the Christmas holidays; for what is
more beautiful than that the living re-
ligion of Christ should touch and vivify
one of the oldest of the heathen fes-
tivals, not only taking away nothing
that it was good 10 retain, but hallow-
ing one particular day. the 26th of De-
cember, as the birthday of the child
Jesus?

PLEASANT FOR THOMAS.

it

Mnrs Ewprqur--Thomas, you must not
make any nowe when vou dressup as Santa
Clans and till the children’s stuckings to-
night.  Jimmy and Freddy have each got
an air gun and a bow and arrow, and are
goipg to shoot you with them to see if nanta
Claus is really alive.
will you®

UNDER THE MISTLETOE.

Some Girls Won't Go Near It, But There
Are Othors,

LLet me see. Isp't it somewhere
about this time that the mistletoe
hangs out? Oh, where are the girls
of long ago, I kissed beneath the mis-
tletoe? asks a writer in Illustrated
Bits. 1 don’t know, I'm sure. MIslaid
‘em somewhere.

In oldcu days I haye been told by a
dear fr'end whose veracity I respect
unless Ia dead sure he's lying—in ol-
den days the Druids used to go out
and cut tre mistietoe down as it hung
on trees; but nowadays mistletoe gen-
erally hangs in a doorway or at the
bottom end of the chandelier, and any
young man taking it down is earnestly
requested to replace it after he has
been round the room and kiszed all the
pretty girls he wants to. It is not
good form at all for one fellow to stick
to the only piece of mistletoe in the
room all the evening. We've all got
to have a chance, you kaow,

There are some girls who won't go
near the mistletce anyhow. And there
are others. The otkers generally
freeze on to a chair or lounge immed-
jately under the biggest piece of mis-
tietoe in the room and hope for good
luck. Some of them will hang around
a plece of mistletoe for an entire ev-
ening on the off chance of a fellow
coming up behind and mistaking them
for a pretty girl, and klssing them
before he finds out the bitter, relentless
truth.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL.

The frost gleams white on the house-
tops high,

And the clouds—they look like snow;

Apnd the plumber man goes briskly

y ]
Blow, little tin horns—blow!

And I view my cash with a secret sigh,
Apd I say to my soul: “Go slow!"”
But the children come, and I can't look
grum-—— .

Blow, lttle tin horns—blow!

80, I'm quite resigned to the rocket’s
nolge,
And the Roman candle shew;
It's hands all around with the girls and
boys—
Blow, little tin orns—blow!
‘ Stanton in Atlanta Qon-
stituiton. . P . R.:

——.

and they gave their children |

It was not until 180 years after Jesus '

But you won't mind, |

THE CHRISTMAS TABLE.

How to Arrangelt in an Artistic and Up-
to-Date ¥Fashilon.

Tle. e are no ard and fast rules for
se::ng ltue Christmas t(able—or any
other ialie. for that mmatter—but cus
tom prescribes «ertain forms with
moure of less definiteness.

In many private families, for ibp-
stance. a cocked-up napkin is placed
at the left of each plate, and in the
snowy linen jaws {8 stufied a dalnty
roll. In mz2ny others this style has
- been abanduued aund the napkin plain-
i1y folded. s us to show the monogram
'is lald on ibe plate. The latter meth-
.0d 18 perheps the monst “up-to-date "’

S0 of the glirses ‘I[lme %was and,
,to a certain degree, still is—when a

little furest o! crys:al was ranged at
the righi o? every plaute. A glass for
every wine ard a wine for every

glaas ° But here ag:'n the later day
method s tuoward moceration. Three
glasses chatup:gle iartel and apol-
|Hnnrls ;e ¢ .i'ed o Letter furm fot
'noclal gather rg» indeed. the deep
drinkers and :arpe eaters of not so
very long ago would sh.iver with hun-
gry apprehension at the sight of the
stylish banqguet boaid of to-day.

Good taste, ar we see il now, requires
that no eitables whatever, except the
merest nibbies--the hors d oeuvres of
the high-toned menus- shall be op the
table before the pguests are seated

Daintlly beaped omn mounds of
cracked ice are the olives at une end
and the radishes at the other end of
the table, ianked right and left by sal-
ted almonds and French candy.

How shall we he knived, and where-
withal shall we be spooned and torked
f8 not 80 easily answered.

Any hostess may have notions of her

wide limits, and be in no wise an offen-
der.

But again, the best way is the short
one. The oyster fork. a spoon for the
soup, and two knlves at the right, and
two forks—one for the flsh—at the
left, are all that are required at the
beginning of the banquet.

A butter chip and individual salts
and peppers are bunched before each
plate.  But butter plays & minor role
in the very pretentious dinner casts.

For the centre plece a large plece
of holly gives a Christmas-like afr,
and the red and green form a pretty
bit of color contrast

The olives and radishes carry out the
same color scheme, and add to the at-
tractiveness of the board

For a soft, pretty light candleabra
!with colored paper shades, prettily
"tinted, ure (he thing and they are very
decorative

All table decorations and fixtures
tend toward simplicity. ‘The high
centre pieces of fruits or flowers once
's0 prevalent—are rarely used now.

When friends or intimates meet
around the social board there is no
sense in making the conversation of
'opposites so largely a matter of peek-
'a-boo.

CHRISTMAS.

(Rhymed Acrostics.)

Christmas. come and bring again

Holly-berries all aglow,

Roving mistrel’'s merry strain.

Ivy-wreath and mistletoe,

Sweet reunions, friendly faces,

Tender thoughts;, bring, 100, for me

My lady’s kiss and fond embraces,

And thy poet I will be,

Singing oft in measures soft of love
and thee!

Christmas, monarch of the year,
Haste and spread thy wonted chee: .
Rock the steeples, bid eneh bell
Iron-tongued thy tidings tel:,
Sorrow strangle, nurse content
Tune all hearts to merriment!
Mirth is brier, and care will wait
At the threshold soon or late,
So scare him out with song and shout
beyond the gate!

A New Turkey Dressing.

A lady from the South says that pea-
nuts make a far finer dressing for the
Christmas turkey than chestnuts do.
The peanuts must be parched, as usual,
pulverized in a mortar and mixed with
chopped celery, a little butter and the
usual herbs, held well together with a
paste of cornmeal. The peanuts are
said to impart a singularly fine flavor
to the turkey.

A CHRISTMAS CASUALTY.
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE.

Wherethe Glass Deacorations
¢ name From.

Haow massy of the hundreds
of ti-cimacs of children and
£1ow i peotle who have en-
Joveor te st chtof and bielped
I8 L the ‘rugile ornaments
H o nisas e Know
ot it o dainty nothings
A\t Jeast  nine-tenths
¢! tue werid asupply of these
ansy bittde kiuck - knacks
conse tron Thurugen- Wald,
the torest of ‘Thuringen, in
Central Germany.  Nothing
«o. o Lere apprupriately be
the strervom and
Wershop of Santa Claus “han
[ HT i?‘\}ll&‘d, as well a8 iso-
lates.  lorest-clad  mounntain

W'

Cea e ?

Cooaend
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..ve.y cotlage among the mountalns
Is a cumplete little factory, which
turos out just as many goods .as the
Lumerital strength of the family per-
mits. Eveirybody works, from the ven-
erable gree.dparents, 1f they are alive,
10 the smallest child able to toddle.

As a rule the older members of the
fam!ly—the father, mother and grown
sons- perform the most difficult and
hardest work, that of blowlng and
shaping the glass ornaments. The
L.owers generally sit three to five
arvund a table, each makipg his par-

COLPRING TRRR GLABS BALLS,

ticular pattern as suits his fancy. The
three chief points of all absorbing Im-
portance observed are speed, cheap-
ness and guality., The peopls milght
be said 10 be a race of artists in their
paiticular line, and there s littie waste
from {nyity designs. The glass wused
a great deal is known in the trade as
flashed glass. The workman has two
pots, one with colored and one without
any misture. As the work requlires
he dips his blowplipe in one or the
other, sometimes mixing the two sub-
stances.

To produce the fllm of color he
quickly {mmerses his bulbin the color-
tng fluld, which glves the object a
marvelous lustre. The most dellcate
shading is obtaimed by aating away
the color by means of fluaric acid,
which {8 frequently employed, and
most beautiful effects are thus pro-
duced. No one has seen thess varie-
gated Christmas tree decorations but
has marveled at the Intense brilliancy
of their color. These superb effects
are obtained by the use of metallic ox-
ides. and are generally applied by some
of the children of the family.

PUTTING ON THE L.UKRTRE.
As soon as the object leaves the

zlass blower's hand it is passed to
some otber member of the family,
whose duty it is to fasten an aeye or
a hook, as the case may be, to the or-
nament. If to be dyed it goes to an-
other whe stands at the bath and dips
every object with lightning rapidity.
Heo or she then hands it to some child
who puts it on a long stick for the dry-
ing oven. If an oven Is not to be had
the beat of the rqom or the sun has to
perform this office. Then the sgilver-
ing, which gives additional lustre to
the object is attended to. This s
dene by dropping some quicksilver 8O-
lution through a small opemning left
that for that purpose. The filual touch-
eg are then given the ormament in the
buffing or polishing with soft cotton
batting.

In the immediate vicinity of the
Louscha in the village of Steinheid,
the people have taken up the man-
ufacture of Christmas tree ornaments,
made chiefly of the cheapest kind of
tin. These orasments aré more dur-
able and almost as cheap as the ones
made from glass. The objection to
them, however, is that from an artis-
tic point of view they do not compare
favorably with the latter. But there
are many things to recommend them,
and the dealers predict an enermous
trade in this line. All sorts of shapes
are made—stars, crescents, sums and
all sorts of geometrical designs. They
are cast 8o as to have one side dooply
indented. On this stde the ornamenta-
tion is done, which consists in lining
thedepressions or indentions of the pat-
tern with a wondertully brilfant sub-
Latance. . By, ekilifuly combining har-
monlous colers somss very besutiful

boy pug [#

effects are obtained.
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