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CCMBS TO HIS HARD LABOR. 

His Self AbatgaUe i dead* Htm from 

Throng to Slam—LatM»f*d A B o m | U n -

doo'» Poor Until B« Lost 

Hla BeaUtb. 

One of the recent London papers 
contained a short paragraph to the ef­
fect that the health of the young Prince 
Maximilian of Saxony had broken 
down, and that his physician had or­
dered him to leav° London immedi­
ately and seek recuperation in Dres­
den. 

This marks the culmination of one 
of the strangest sacrifices of royalty in 
modern times. A year ago the prince 
became a priest. He forsook the 
pleasures of continental court life to 
dehe in the miseries of Whitecbapel. 
He was delicately constituted when he 
began his work in the most hideous 
slum in the world. To-day he is a 
physical wreck. 

Back in the mediaeval times it was 
a common occurrence for kings and 
princes to cast aside all the pleasures 
of exalted position to suffer and battle 
for religion's sake, hut the minds of 
these men were frenzied by the pecu­
liar teachings of Christianity of that 
era and by the glory which marked 
the warrior of the crusade. Besides, 
great riches were to be wrung from 
the Turk, to say nothing of the wild 
license tolerated in the ranks of the 
men who were pledged to free the Holy 
land from the yoke of the infidel. The 
crusades offered a wide field for the 
indulgence of all the sordid passions, 
and it was this that tempted the great 
men quite as much as their seal for 
Christianity. 

For these reasons there is small scope 
to parallel the motives of Prince Max­
imilian and the royal leaders of the 
crusades. No glory of a worldly kind 
could be won by his sacrifices. Of 
riches there axe none in Whitechapel. 
Fame is never found there. The cru­
saders gloried under the wild enthu­
siasm of leading a vast host in battle. 
The prince walked alone into the abode 
of sorrow, shame and poverty. 

It was less than a year ago that the 
prince made the Whitechapel district 
ids home. He had searched the wide 
world for the place most in need of 
Christian teaching and help, but in­
stead of finding it among the savages 
of Africa, the fanatics of the Soudan 
or the ignorant millions of Asia, he 
saw what he was searching for in the 
very heart of the greatest and richest 
city in the world. Such was his trib­
ute to boastful London. 

Prince Maximillian.or Father Max, 
as he has been known for the past 
year, will be 2 7 years old on Nov. 17 
next. His full name is Maximillian 
William Augustus Albert Charles 
Gregory Odo. His uncle is King Al­
bert of 8axony. His father and heir 
presumptive of the throne is Prince 
George, field marshal of the military 
forces of Saxony. Prince Max has 
two elder brothers, one of whom has 
children. In event of a few deaths in 
the line of succession the Whitechapel 
priest would become king of Saxony. 

Stranger things than his possible 
succession have happened in royal 
families, and, in view of this, his deter­
mination to engage in the Whitechapel 
work caused many solemn councils 
among the ministers of the kingdom. 
The kmg was opposed to it, and so 
was the father for a time, but he, 
knowing the singular disposition of the 
young man, was finally won over, and 
then the king gave a reluctant con* 
sent. 

It was necessary, however, to go 
through certain formalities, and on 
Aug. 1, 1896, a legal document was 
signed by the prince-priest in the royal 
palace at Dresden, by whieh he re­
nounced all rights as prince royal of 
the house of Saxony, bat it is expressly 
stated that, should the throne become 
vacant by reason of the death of the 
interveing heirs, he will accept the 
kingdom. This peculiar document 
reads as follows: 

"We,Max,duke of Saxony, haying 
been consecrated to the holy priest­
hood, do hereby renounce for all time, 
with the restrictions hereafter men­
tioned, all rights appertaining to us as 
a prince of the royal house of Saxony, 
under the decree of Sept. 4, 1831, re­
lating to the succession of the throne, 
the administration of the kingdom, to 
participation in the royal family coun­
cil, ana to membership in the upper 
house of the legislature, and also4, un­
der the royal house decree of Pec. 30, 
1837, relating to money allowance, 
suite and the sueeesason in the collat­
eral line. This renunciation shall be 
ineffective if at any time, the Saxon 

royal throne being vacant, we shall be 
the only surviving prince of the royal 
house of Saxony. 

"MAX, Duke of Saxony. 
"Dresden. Aug. 1, 1896." 
Five days before the signing of the 

above the young man was received 
into the priesthood by Dr. Wahl, vicar 
apostolic of Saxony, and on the flame 
day that he affixed his signature to the 
document he celebrated his first mass 
in Dresden, with all the members of 
the Saxony royal family in the con­
gregation. 

Immediately arrangements were 
made for his entering upon the work at 
Whitechapel, and inside of a fortnight 
Father Max had become one of the 
regular features of the notorious dis­
trict. By special decree of the pope 
he was attached to the church of St. 
Boniface, Union street, in the very 
center of Whitechapel. and there be 
labored with extraordinary ieaJ until 
illness forced him to desist. 

In the population of W hitechapel 
there are thousands of the poorest Ger­
mans, and to these the ministrations 
of Father Max were a godsend. But 
he did not confine his work to tbepeo-
ple of his own race. He speaks Eng­
lish as if it were bis »wn tongue, and 
this made it an easy matter for him to 
extend his work to the native popula­
tion of the district. 

The fact that he was a prince of the 
royal blood did not influence feeling 
one way or another in his parish. The 
people are too desperately poor, their 
misery is too deep-rooted and absolute 
for them to judge men by any other 
standard than by the unsentimental 
one of actual results. And Father 
Max was not long in proving that he 
was an agent fur their good. There 
was nothing of the prince about him; 
he was simply a priest of the highest 
type. 

There was nothing too offensive or 
obnoxioui in that cesspool of human 
degeneration for him; he took hold of 
every condition that confronted him, 
wrestled with it manfully, and when 
he desisted there was a change for the 
better. He studied the people and 
preached sermons which they could 
understand and appreciate. 

But, with the enthusiasm of youth. 
he shouldered a contract which no sin 
gle human agency could handle. In 
the east end of London there are 950,-
000 souls, and 350,000 of these are fit 
subjects for every charity that was 
ever devised. It is said that there is 
never less than 100,000 starving peo­
ple in the east end. Tens of thousands 
are always sick. The whole district 
reeks with the germs of contagion and 
the death rate is enormous. 

Ail stripes of criminal and abandoned 
classes flourish there, making its so­
cial complexion as hideous as its phys­
ical deformities. To contend against 
this veritable ocean of want, misery 
and crime was beyond the energy of 
one man, or a hundred men. 

The priace made a brave fight for 
almost a year, although when he first 
started in many predicted that he 
would sicken of the work in a week. 
Now be is back in Dresden, but when 
he regains his strength, which is a 
doubtful matter, he promises to return 
to the Whitechapel battlefield. 
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Tli* DsTotioa «f tk« Bslftaa Visitor* 
Rewarded by ***• 8udd*» Cmtmm. 

The annual pilgrimages were in­
augurated at Louraes recently by a 
procession of 700 or thereabouts from 
a village ten miles distance, and the 
totaj population of which is but 900. 
The first Belgian pilgrimage was 2,-
00O strong, beside the extraordinary 
number of 300 invalids. Their con­
tinued devotions have been rewarded 
by five sudden cures, namely, of the 
following persons: Miss Alma Meu-
uier, a young person afflicted three 
years with paralysis, cured in the 
Piscine, wherein Hiss Adele Goifete 

as also cured the next day. This 
lady, who left her crutches in the 
bath-house, had been bed-ridden two 
years, as the result of a terrible rail­
way accident three years ago,in which 
her foot was crushed. She recovered in 
an action against the company (Nord), 
a life pension. After being cured she 
was walking about freely, unaided. 
Miss Hoard, who arrived from Char-
tres on Saturday with a nursing Sister 
and her own maid, a sa€fef«f since 
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era. The l&gM doctors in India can 
do little to present the spread, of % 
infection. Hindoo, MaJiomsnedan »»d 
Parsee all alike fear and bate their 
English masters and look upon their 
medical remedies as poisons intended 
to exterininate the native; races of 
Victoria's empire. The devoted doc­
tors get little help or sympathy from 
their countrymen in India, who are 
only anxious to save their own skins. 

* 'Oh, that we had « some good* de­
voted muses*" sighed the hospital 
commissioner ten days ago. 

*'Howmanydoyouwatttf, asked 
a Catholic priest. 

,4As many as possible." 
'•You shall have them," 
'•Nextday," writes the correspond­

ent, "there came all the availableSia-
ters of Mercy from a near coavent. 
And I saw them ministering to the 
sick this morning with a gentle love 
beautiful to behold, soiVeyed and 
cheerful, unmindful of all the dangera 
they ran. While panic-stricken-Ifr-
rapeans scrambled from the plague, 
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Mulhall, a statistician of unques­
tioned eminence, quoted by Mr. Glad­
stone in the House of Commons in 
connection with the jubilee year 1887, 
gives the figures following, which may 
be taken as attesting the blessings en­
joyed by Ireland during the fifty 
years then passed: 
Died of famine 1,125,000 
Evicted 3,568.009 
Exiled 4,185,000 

"Irishmen," as remarked by the 
author of the "Life of John Boyle 
O'Reilly," when touching on this 
subject, "should be as thankful for 
the reign of Victoria as they might be 
for the plagues of Egypt." 

The present Indian famine is but 
the counterpart of this. It is not 
likely that the number of deaths in 
that ill-fated country from English 
misgovernment, will ever be given 
truly. The sources of information are 
in English official hands. 

WATIOKAI." ̂  APgSAI.. 

It is estimated that the government 
is losing $3,000,000 a week in reve­
nue by the delay in the passage of the 
tariff bill. The people are losing ten 
times as much in work on account of 
the delay. We earnestly ask every 
one of our readers to write a postal 
card, to, at least, one member of the 
United States Senate at Washington, 
urging and demanding the immediate 
passage of a protective tariff lav and 
such a law as will give adequate pro­
tection to American labor and Amer­
ican industries. Address your postal 
card to Hon. John Murphy, IT. 8. &., \ 
Washington, D. C. j 

Erostration, arose from her bath chair 
efore the crowd just after the passing 

of the blessed Sacrament procession-
ally on Sunday afternoon, and fol­
lowed, with the assistance of her two 
companions, on her feet to the Rosary 
Church. I have just seen her. She 
is evidently convalescent. Eugene Mo-
reau has been cured of long-standing 
rheumatism, and M. Herremans, at 
the first Mass at the Grotto on May 1, 
was healed of cancer in die stomach, 
as he avers. Certainly attendant 
symptons of vomiting, inability to 
take nourishment, and extreme weak* 
cess have dbsapeared. All these per­
sons—or, at any rate, four of them— 
are in an easy or an independent poai- i 
tion of life. Only one miraculous 
cure has been recorded at Lourdea 
since those published in your columns 
last September—that of a working 
man a collier from Alaia, Marius 
Bonoaira. The cure took place ou 
the eve of the Annunciation. He re­
covered in the Piscine the use of his 
legs, which he had lost eighteen 
months previously by an accident in 
the pit The company had recently 
agreed to pay him a life pension of 
eight shillings per week. There has 
also been a Btriking cure, on the' 
eve of the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, of a well-known devoted 
servant of Mary and the helpless poor, 
Miss Cox, daughter of an English 
medical man also engaged in the same 
unpaid voluntary servitude, and as­
sisting these two yean past in the 
medical bureau. Her cure has pre­
served her from a dangerous opera­
tion and taken her out of the bath 
chair to which an accident (while 
bathing a~ pilgrim) had condemned 
her early in October. 

These two miraculous cures in seven 
months are, I think, all recorded at 
Lourdea, but there has been cures 
elesewhere through using the wetter. 

The Belgian pilgramage was com­
posed exclusively of ladies and gentle­
men of the middle and upper classes. 
Amongst them there was a steady 
disciplined devotion from daybreak 
until 10 o'clock at night, and an ad­
mirable organization that insured 
recollection and quiet. The Coun-
tesse de Merode, theOountesse Joseph 
de Hemptinne, the Barons Casier and 
Inoy, Professors Thiery, of Louvain, 
and de Craene, of Liege, besides 
many more well known to the Eng­
lish world, were indefatigable mem­
ber. A new hospital car conveyed 
twenty-foor of the worst invalids. 

The Bishop of Straiburg is here. 
So was, last week, the Abbot of the 
Cistercian monastery of Lerins. Daily 
during May the Bev. Father Farjon, 
S. J., preached in the basilica. IBs 
last sermon preached before the 
Bishop and crowded congregation, was 
extremely eloquent. 

I just learn that the cure of Maria 
Kotenfians of Hassett, a middle-aged 
person afflicted with double herma, 
has been authenticated. There has 
also been another important cure, 
with three minor easefc which t have 
not yet had details.—Liverpool Ca^-
olic Times. 

far • Oocd. Clean »lr», 
Try our celebrated anthracite coal 
from the Delaware, Lackawanna and 
"Western mines* Jacob $* Haight* 
Telephone 594-A. Yard and offiiee 
West avenue, city line. Postoffioe, 
Lincoln park. , „•..•. 

women are giving their live* with 
sweet devotedness. They are Sisters 
of Mercy indeed.** 

But where were the Mrs, JJission-
aries who do so much writing in India 
for the sectarian papers at home! 
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Mrs. B. Ellen Burke, for1 levarai 
yearsoneof theitateinstitute lecturers 
employed by the department of public 
instructions of the state o f $ew York, 
has planned similar work for paro­
chial schools. Since last Septembir 
she his been lecturing hefdre the 
sitters and lay teachersin and near 
New York, on the best methods of 
teaching. -/,,•. \ •'•;..'• 

Arragements have been made for 
convent sisters inrtitutesat die follow* 
ing placess BurUnjrJoa; Tfc, June 
28 to July 2; PitUburg and AVillkes-
barre, Pa., July 5 to % ^ fe f i of{ 
Mercy, New York, July 12 la IfljJ 
Bochester, N. Y., July 19 to ^4} 
Sorsnton, Pa., July 26to 30; Spring­
field, Mass., Aug. 2 to 6; Providence, 
R. I., Aug. 16 to 20; Fitchburg, 
Mass., Aug. 16 to 20; Sisters of 
Charity, New York, Aug, 2& to ft 
Chicago, HI., Aug. 30 to Sept 8. ..,-.-, 
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Private Downs turn In hla mtfkrao. 
It was all tt^ther • tinaxpaoM, haj» 
we hops that la hit perflgrinatkKi 
during fcisabsenM from tU $$wm 
City Jbe will acquire a though ai»i 
perfect kuowledgs of mUiUry tafitba, 
aud 011 hla return he c*j»bte of filfiaf 
an offioer** pJao*, Wefsals*H*there 
is a place vacant that cannot he fitted. 
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In speakiug of the n«satity of sup­
porting fhe Oi%oJi0 $tse#t.j& 3̂fy 
change tells of its«iis8id»;aBd work, 
and includes the following in its well 
pointed remarks: ' 

"We havo Catholic weeklies, able 
and representative journals, ^hich |a 
point of ability and general inform*^ 
tion are exceodiugly creditable, Some 
of them rank Mgh in journalistic, ex* 
cetteuce, Itfi4iftthejr^ajkfi«|ipa^ uni-
rivalled by the sectarian press. But 
are they loyally snorted, by our 
Catholic people? The running of these 
papers demands talent, and talent in* 
volves expense. You cannot expect 
a paper renresentfttive of Catholic 
thought without talent, and you will 
not secure that unless you pay for i t 
Knowledge has its price; otherwise It 
would hardly b$^appreciated. If vow 
call on a physician for his service* 
you have to pay him; if you engage 
a lawyer to plead your saa* you must 
put down your fee; if an architect 
sketch a plan his servioes must he re­
warded. The same rule holds good 
in all commercial relatiorja, The 
journalistic profesuon is net only not 
inferior to any of these, but takes the 
lead in public estimation. However, 
it happens the number of people who 
readfour Catholic weeklies arte num­
bered by the thousands,and they l a W 
under the niiRâ Tehensions that they 

T l̂igious f teachers of yfar*>im& 
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