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WEST POINT CHAPEL.

ATTGRNEY - mml. "K!NB"!
ADVERME DEG!&]ON

Rolz That the Government Canneot Per-
mit the Ersvtion @f a Church Upon Ita
Property Even if Put Up by Private
Fands--Mr. Couderts

ment- What Mgr. Sharetti
Thinks.

Com-

—ra—

After gresting and revoking a per-
mit to erect a Catholic chapel on gov-
ernment land at West Point, ex-Sec-
retary of War Lamont re-granted the
permit before he went out of office.
Becretary Alger promptly endorsed his

predecessor’s activn. Attorney-Gen-
era.l McKenna, supposed to be a Cath-
ulic, has strained a cupstruction
of the cowstitution of the United
States 1nto an  opinion that the
government cannot grant the permit.
The story of how the attorney-general
reached this conclpsion and the ad-
verse opinivbs of eminent lawyers on
his finding are told in thefollowing
press dispatches:

Washington, May 20.—Attorney
General McKenna to-day delivered to
Recretary of War Alger an opinion on
the right of Catholics w erect and
maintain a chapel on the military res-
ervation at West Point. Mr. Lamont,
during his term,. granted Father
()’ Keefe, the Catholic priest at West
Point, the right to erect & chapel on
ground designated by the command-
ant, the license for which was revoka-
ble by the secretary of war on eixty
days’ notice. Becretary Alger en-

the time of notice to &ix months.

Father O’ Keefe then proposed that
he would erect a stone chapel, costing
$20,000, which, on completion, he
would present to the United States on
condition that it should be used in

rpetuity for the celebration of re-

igious sefvices.  Attorney-General

- McKenna to-night said:

**This case came before me, and
after carefully reviewing all the stat—
utes I decided that the secretary of
war had no color of law to accept a
gift such as Father O’Keefe contem-
plated. 1 reviewed every atatute
covering any phase of the matter asto
the secretary’s right to grant such a
license as was given by both Secretary
Lamont and Alger.  On these | de-
cided that it wnuld be impossible to
grant such a license without further
legislation, and remitted the proposi-
tion to congress.

CAN GIVE A LIMITED LEASE.

‘“There is one statute giving the
secretary of war the power to lease
&ny government property in his care,
not in use, for a period of five years.
I could not satisfy myself that the
erection of a stone church of the cost
and dimensions determined, came
within the provisions of the law. The
fact that the United States reserved to
itgelf the right to revoke the lease or
license did not cover the ground, be-

cauee the mere fact of the erection of

such a building contemplated a per-
petuity. Such an expense would not
be incurred unless the parties tacitly
understood that the I‘;mt.ed Btates
would refrain from exercising its
rights.

*“This would confront the govern-
ment with enduring a perpetuity not

¥ contemplated by law, or at eome time

orin some emergency exercising a
right in a manner that might seem in-
vidious.  Therefore, because of the
abeetgce of sudﬁicxent statutes and also
on the ground of blic policy, I
decided that thegos:(lzri“tary b ynot
power to grant the license sought by
Father O Keefe. My decision is very
full and covers all the points. Re-
Ligious sentiments did not enter into
t L2

It should, moreover, be noted that!
Attomey -General McKenna is him-
gelf a Catholic. Secretary Alger de-
clined to make a statement.

COUDERT TO M'KENNA,

““The decision of the United States
Attorney-General that we cannet ereot

this little Catholic chapel at West | gift,

Point,’’ said Mr. Frederic R. Coudert
last mght to a New York “Journal’’
reporter, ‘‘is so astounding end so
unexpected that I hardly know what
comment to make. It amazes me to
think that a public official holding an
office of so much responsibility, could
render & decision which seeks to de-
- prive a number of his fellow citizens
of a right which belongs to every riti-
zen of this coun
““If this decision is considered just
by the gl resident, if the interpretation
cKenna is sustained, it will
ﬂnve from the repubhean party many |
“of its . tative men, - I sup-

porteer Mcmmy bntloumot'

stand any such exhibition of intoler-
ance.

*“No matter on what nds Mr.
McKenna bases his decision, I am
sure it will mect with the disapproval
of every imtelligent, liberal-minded
American citizen. True, ke will claim
that in rendering his decision he was
guided eolely by the statutes govern-
ing the case, but that will not blind
those who know the facts to the real
motive actuating these who oppose the
building of the chapel.

*I am willing to eubnm to & jury of
enlightened American citizens the
question whether the erection of this
chapelis a bad precedent, and the re-
sult of their decision I do not fear.
Let me clear the question of all tech-
nicalities and state the situation as it
really existsat West Point. Unpre- |,
judioed citizens can then judge the
case on its merita. A large propor-
tion of the soldiers and their families
at,the military academy are Catholics.
The guvernment provides nosuitable
place for them to worship in. There
is @ substantial chapel for the officers
and cadets who are not Catholics. It
was built by the government  and the
government supplies an Episcopalian
chaplain.

*“The Catholics are obliged to hold
their services in a plain, wooden build-
ing, unsuited for religious servwes and
entirely inadequate for churc sadpu
poses. This building is also u
the ministers of other denommwom,
and frequently Catholic services must
be suspended to allow the other de-
nominations to hold their services.
This is not only unjust to the Catho-
lica, but it is equally unjust to those
who do not worship sccerding to
Catholic faith.

**Now a nnmberof Catholics get
together and ey they will build at
their own expense a modest little
chapel, where the members of their
faith can worship undisturbed. They
ask wothing from the government;
they willin %y adodit that the permixs-
siop they seek is & right which any
denominaiion should be acvorded, and
they further aay that they will parmit
the government to make apy re;
tions ‘concerning the building thnt
prudence may sem to wﬁt
only privilege we ask isthata htt.le
part of the military reservation be set
aside where this building can be
erected.

“*It is & shame that any petty big.
otry should defeat so laudable an en-
terprire as the building of this chapel.
I say this not because I am a Catholic
but because I am an American citi-
zen who strenuously opposes bigotry
of all kinds. IfI were asked to con-
tribute toward the building of a non-
Catholic chapel at West Point I would
most cheerfully comply with the re-
quest, and would give the enterprise
all my aid.  Itis unjust to deny to
Catholics a privilege of this kind, and
I am certain that any pohucalpart
which sustains such a proceeding {
surely meet its just fate at the hands
of an intelligent public.*’

Lawyer Coudert’s attention was
then called to the fact that the attor-
pey -general was a Catholic, and that
his decision was based on no personal
hostility to that religion.

“It is too bad,”” replied the law-
yer, ‘‘that Mr. McKenna is a Cath-
olic. This, however, does not render
less unjust his action.  Neither can

entered into the question convince the
e that his action is not an injus.

tice to Catholic citizens,*’
Washington, D. C., May 43 —
Mpgr. Sharetti, suditor of the papal

as very much suprised that Attorney-
General McKenns had rendered a de-
cision against the erection of a chapel
at West Point.
lawyer himself. He said:

1 cannot understand how Mr.
McKenna srrived at the conclusion

a gift to the government.  Of ourse,
ifa man or a ccu'pora.ﬁon erects a
building on another man’s land, by

the of thesoil, Itis not a
pil;.;xge;t{mtuml consequence of his
act. When it was determined toerect
this chapel at West Point, under the
permission of the secrelary of war, no
one could imagine that any Cathelic
thought the chuich would have a:
title ﬁo it. The roment could.
Bave taken it at anx time and devoted
it to any use it desired' I do not in-
tend to criticise Mr. McKenna in an
way, because I am not thoroughly fa-
miliar with the American statutes,.
but it seems to me that it was pouible
to liave erected this . chapel, especially
when the Catholies were willing to
take all the risks involved in buil«lw
ing on ground on ;’”hlﬁh they c(mld

his plea that legal consideration alone

delegation, to-day expressed himself

Mgr. Sbaretti is 2

that Father O Kecfe intended to make

that very fact the structure becomes

Y belt values not to be had

James W O’Bnen ia editor of the

Sunday Union, & Chtholis ne
In the issue of his paper ubam
yesterday was an editorial reference to

Attorvey-General MoKenna's decision
concerning the West Point chapel. |

The editorial said:
““The ‘West Plint chapel is vetoed.

Attorney-General McKenna has de-

cided that Father O'Keefe cdbnot be
permitted to erect that $20,000 place
of worship for Cathelic soldiers on
government property. This privilege
was given by the former sscretary of |
wir and confirmed by the present see-
retary. The Methodist preachers’

convention sent screams of protest.
And now the Catholie gent.lemaz\ who
is & memberof Mr. MoKioley’s cabi-

net comes forth with & legal vem The
on preachers are delighted that
e bowl oy raised has taken sha

ina | blow from the hand of a
Catholic official. It is & sad blow to
the poor Catholic soldiers.’’

Highland Falls, N. Y., May 23.—-
Father O’ Keefe wns seen to-day, and
had but little t regarding the
Catholic chapel at eat Point andthe
decision of the attorney-general. No
official information of the decision had |:
reached bim, and under the circum-
stances hed:.d not wish to dmmas
it. He sid Archbisho

of New Yerk in w oue name
the license to build a chapel at West
Point hwd been issned, hasthe abso-
lute sssurance from the secretary of
war that it will not be recalled or in-
terfered with.

The Catholics of Highland Falls
and West Point are gmaSy stirred up
over the matter. Indi ion at the
sction of Attorney Genpral McKenna
is widespread, an ident MeKin-
ley comes in for no emall share of the
blame. tl::m makes the feelin
desperia s few of the princi-.
pal Pmbytoxs::n‘ and Methodist min-
isters and business men of Highland
Falls took in the affair, Dominm
Barrow and Mr.Travem,it is claimed,
beaded » protest against  the erection
of the ¢ * Mr. Barrow recent!
cime from Can:.da, and West Point-
ers resent his interference. ‘

—————

PEO NINO'S PRAYER.
In an audience at the Vatican
our Holy Father distributed with his
own hand, to every one present, the
following beantiful prayer, which was
very probably compoeed by himeelf:
‘0, good Jesus, our Master and
Lngnver! Do Thou deliver us from
all our enemiea. O, Lord and mighty
King! All is subnitted to Thy power,
and pone can resist Thy sovereign will ;

if Thou has resclved to save Iamel,
Thou art the Master of all things; no,
none can ogpoae Thy msjesty. Now,

to]O Lord! have pity on Thy ﬁ::
ple, for our enemies are t
oh our ruin. They have sworn

to destroy the inheritance Thon
hast purchased for us. Do Thou
change, O lLord, our afflictions into
joy. that we may live end praise Thy
name. In this snd disturbance and-
condition of things, whom shall wein?
voke but Thee, O Lord, our King!
Remember Thy church in tearsy Thou
alone can can help us. Since traitors
and blind leaders’
object, to doaway with Thy promises,

hps t.hat

t.ars, O Lo
to those who hatethee, that they may

not exult over our destruction; but. do
Thou turn thesr wicked des

hy House and of Thy al-

in our great tribulation, who Liveth 1 5¢t8
ard reigneth foreverand ever. Amen.
—Boeton l’ﬂoc, 1877,
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Milwaukee, call upon the nearest
ticket agont of the West Shore R. R,
and secure information a8 to the low
rates, and improved service that will
be in effect vis the Nickle Plate Road.
You can save from #1.50 to $3.00in
fare. Bolid through trains are run
af:'tfl through sleep (ilna;‘l c&r%} on three
exprase trains . Everyth
the very best at the legmt rates, g
For further information writs F, J.
Moore, Gen’l Agenﬁ, 23 Exehamge
8t., Bnﬂ‘ula, Y.
& awent Belts, and_ !Ip-ta-!uto »
At 250, 500 and 75¢ we give you |
elsawhere |
for the ssme money, Henry Likly &
Co., 155 Eaat Main a.nd 96 Stgm.
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