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~ A TEST OF LOVE.

Baroness Martha Defoe placed her|nating at some fashionable watering
hand o Erwin’s arm and led him to} place, where he was eare to meet gay
, ome of the cozy little sitting rooms ad-|oocmpany.

! joining the dancing ball.

““Yon must beangry with me, at least | with the conduct of his futere son-in-
greatly surprised. 1 hastened on at}law, and his duughter betrayed snaoy-
A day after my | aunce at his neglect. Baroness Defoe was
arrival I insisted that you should follow | at last no longer able to control her out-
withons giving any reason that could
seem adequate to you. It was so very

Ada's urgent request.

good of yon to come that I cannot re-

frain from expressing my gratitude. To| X98 will b?' ounhappy, and then it will
be brief, I desire very much that you | be tco late,

should marry Ada.’"

‘‘But, my dear baroness,’’ exclaimed

the young man excitedly.
‘‘Do you not love her?’
‘‘With all 1y heart.’’

**And are you not sure that my little}an act. If he should break it, it

friend reciprocates your feeling?"’

] have at times felt convinced that .
she does. - But a8 woman’s heart, you| thought that only too readily suggested

now'’ ——

Erwin's frank and manly face becamse | that he is faithless, will yon break with

xad.

1 thonght Ihad heard abount a ring
that Ada gave to, you scme time since?’’
She touched with hexr finger a finely 3 the mar
varved cameo st in a band of gold om| on one of his periodical journeys.

Erwin's hand.

“‘Yon are slightly in error about| Bramont paid Erwin a visit. As be was

this, baroness. That Walter Bramont,
Ada’s brother, was my dearest friend,
you, of course, know.
schoul and afterward to cullege togeth-

er. The friendly relations between Ada’s| &choolmate and friend. He retorned
brotber and myself date back to those| from the Gera estates highly pleased
days. When the poor lad lay on lns| with Erwin’s ability to manage his
deathbed, he desized to leave to me a| property.

token of his friendship. By his sister,

Ada, he smt mwe this ring. Since that| ger than waa his wont. A letter came
But as| from him, advising his flancee that
she was merely the executrix of her| important businesa engagements made
brother’s will, 1 have no right to base| it impossible to retwrn. Mr. Bramont's

day it bas pevar left my hand.

false hopes upon his gift."’

‘I look upon it a8 an indication that| on letter arrived from Lncano asking for
Ada lo¥es you,” said Barobess Dufue| loans of various large snums of money.
musingly. **To make sore of 1t, I wish} The father refrained from acquainting

you to sue for her hand in marriage.
Be brave and ask her to dance with yoa.
The rest will take care of itself.

The baroness dismissed Erwin with a| calonlated to dissipgte Mr. Bramant's
graceful wave of her pretty hand, then| vexation. It becam

followed him slowly from afar.

Making bis way through a sea of silk| watering places, indulging in frivolities
and satin trains, Baron Erwin von Gerz| unbecoming a man who was the be-

stood at last before Ada.
**May heaven bless them,’’ whisper-
ed the barobess fervently, and for the

ncncoe hier bands were folded as if in| amiable as ever.

prayer. )

- - L] L * - L ]

The ball given by the Bramonts was
for days the sole topic of conversation
amoug the anpper ten of the ocapital.
The toilets of the women, the splendoz
of tho arrangements were discussed by
enthusiastic and envious tongues alike;
bat the sweetest morsel of gossip was
Ada Bramout'sengagement to the Mar-
chesv Lucano, which bhad been an-
nounced before the evening came o a
cluse.

The Baroness Defoe informed hea
busbund of their friend’s unsuaccessful
suit. ' He came too late,’’ she wrote,
“therein lies the secret of his defeat.’’
The Murchese Lucano was not painted
in ﬂuttvring colurs. ‘‘He is a handsome
man, and chivalrous enough to win any
yoong and romantio girl’s heart. But 1
believe that he is insincere and that
mercenary motives have prompted him
to ark for ber haud.”

The barouess was not alope in her es-
timate of the handsome marchese's char-
acter. Her opinion was shared by many
of Ada’s friends.

Ada Bramont's father was a man of
sterling qualities, who had made his
way in the world by dint of energy and
business sagacity. He was cousidered a
very rich mun. His integrity and prac-
tical knowledge of hunman nature had
never been questioned, and many were
therefore surprised that he should give
Ada into the keeping of a man who was
at best considered to be a fortune hunter.

‘Though the could not confide to Ada
the thoughts that disturbed her, Bar-
oness Defoe, with her usual tact, tonched
lightly upon the events of the night
soon after Ada had dismissed her guests
and joined ber friend in her room.

Ada's face betrayed agitation when
Erwin von Gerz’'s name was mentioned,
but she regained her self control.

““I do not deny that I like Erwin—
Baron Gerz, I mean,'"’ answered the
young girl. ‘‘I like him very much in-
deed. I might have married him if cir-
cumstances had brooght wuws together
sooner, bat he lived most of the time in
the country and showed no inclination
for more than formal acguaintance.
How could 1 guess that he desired to
marry me? When he asked me at last,
it was too late. The marchese had my
word, and I saw no reason for al-
tering my decision. You know, it is
papa’s pet scheme to have his daughter
a marchesa. Why should I upset it
now?’’

‘<1 thought as much,’’ murmured the
older woman. “Erwin has come toc ]
late. "

A few daye later the Baroness Defoc

returned to her home in the interior of
tbe state. The separation. from her

friend tried the young girl sorely. She}l

was motherless from infanoy and had
learned to lean upon the older woman
in all the little difficulties that beset a
young girl’slife. To please his daughter
Mr. Bramont determined to take a som-
mer residence in one of the small wa
tering places of the Thuringian moun-
tains, not far from the Defoe estate
This was pot at all in accordance with
the marchese’s plans, who had hoped to
spend the summer months at one of the
fashiionable spas in France or on the
cvast of the North sea. Prudence pre-
vented bim fromn interposing serious ob-
jections.

The Bramonts were warmly receivod
by the Baroness Defoe and her husband,
who helped to install them in the pret-
ty little villa that had bven remnted for
them. It was a plain, wnostentaticas
-home, very unlike the elegant mansion
they inhabited in the city.

It could be sesn ere long that the
marchese, who had accompanied them,
was entirely unsuited to the people with |

We weoent to| patural ountcome of the kindly feelings

“white where the ring had been.

weoek, going either to the efi¥ o Libor

Mr. Bramont was pot at all pleased

raged feelings,
**Dissalve the bondf*’ she exclaimed,
soizing Ada’s band. “It is still time.

Ada shook her head.
-**1¢ would be unwomanly,” oried
Ada. ‘‘Apengagement is a promise nei-
ther man nor woman shounld break. As
yet he has given me no cause for guch

would”'—
The girl pansed, startled by the
itself. “‘If I furnish you with proof

him then?"’ asked the barouess,
‘*How will you do it?”’
*Trust me,'’ whispered the baroness.
Next morning the marchese departed

While the marchese was abeent Mr.

not aware of the latter's snit for his
danghter’s hand, this visit was but the

he had always eutertained for his eon's

Marchese Lucano remuined away lon-

face grew maore thoughtful as letter up-

his doughter with the purport of these
missives.
Reports from o soprces were not
own that the
marchege spent his time at faghionable

trothed of a sweet and innooent yoang
woman.

When he returned at last, he was as
He relied upon his
power over Ada, whom he had fascinat-
ed by his doshing exterior. On the day
of his arrival at the Brawmont hoine the
Baroness Defoe came over for a day's
visit with her friend.

The marchese asked his betrothed
how she had spent her time during his
absence, and Ada told him that ahe had
been very much interested in a volame
of Italian fairy tales which had acci-
dentally fallen into ber hands.

*“How kind of you to devote your at-
tention to the literature of my native
land!"’ smiled the marchese.

**One of these stories has been es-
pecially interesting.’’

**Which one, my darling?''

**1t is called 'Love’s Test Was True.’ "
‘‘A romantio title! Tell me the story,
sweet, "’

They gathered around the girl and
the marohese.

**Once upon a time there lived a
prince. He was handsome and elegant
of manper, and it was an easy thing for
him to captivate the heart of a young
girl. She consented to become his wife
and placed upon bis finger a ring to seal
the bond between them. But he did not
love her as he should, caring only to
possess her wealth. Her innocence and
simplicity wearied him even before they
were united in marriage. He left her
for days at a time to engage in the gay
pastimes of the world. In her distress
the young girl sought the counsel of a
good fairy when next her lover was
gone. Together they thought of a plan
by which she would kmow whether her
lover was- trne to her or not.

**Under every ring constantly worn
on the same finger a stripe of white is
formed. No matter how brown and
weatber stained the hand may become,
this stripe remains white and pure.
Men who are faithless to their vows re-
move their rings in the pursnit of un-
holy pleasures.

* “This,"’ the fairy said to the young
girl, ‘is an unfailing sign. When next
your lover returns to yon, remove from
his hand the ring yon have given him.,
If the skin beneath is pure and white,
he has been true to you. If the stripe is
missing' *'—

As Ada spoke these words she play-
fully drew-from the marchese's hand
the ring that bound him to her.

Lucano tried to enatoh his hand from
her grasp, but Ada was quicker than
he. Tho telltale stripe was missing.
Pale as death, the girl arose, drawing
from her owz hand the ring he had
given her and throwing it at his feet.
That night the marchese went away
for the last time, never fo returm, It
developed subsequently that he had bor-
rowed money wherever he could on his
prospeot of marrying an heiress.

A year later we find Ada again,
spending the summer at the home of
her friend, the Baroness Defoe, The
baron bad been away for several days
on a mission, the purpose of which only
his wife knew.

When he returned, he was accompa-
nied by Erwin von Gerz, who had just
come back from a long ses voyage.
When he shook bands with Ada Bra-
mont, she saw on his finger ber dead
brother's ring.

Tears glistened in her eyes. *‘How
good of you, Exwin, to wear thig silent
token of my brother's love!”' she said
feelingly.

*“It has mever left my band from the
day yon put it there.’’

He slipped it from his finger, and
there, vividly contrasting with the sun-
browned hand, Ada beheld a circls of

A ory of delight broke from ber lips.
‘I love you,"* whispered Erwin, ‘ ‘and
I have been loyal to my love.””

Ada Bramont knew he had. " Love's

' thamer _pmdon.haabmmmhh- .
self frequently for several days in the |

Story That They Are Xm Cammde ¥s Nog
Nellsved.

Louia do mot put much faith in the
fhal that a veritahle portion of the m-

there in the breast of a statue lately
brooght from Rome, There are acaflers

a2 hosx. The mors couservative spoil

doubt as to thelr troe belief.
One good father read the dispatch
sver twice before giving an opinion.
‘“That is a remarkable story,'” he -
sayed finalky, ‘‘very remarkable. Asto
the genuinencas of the conterxta of thas
box, of comrse I canmot sy with any

wonld have hean wiser to frat locats the
grave, then exhibit the bonea. It ison
the line with the display made in car-
tain pertions of Eurepe of picoea of
wood purporting to bo sections of the
real cross, only it is not o well &ub-
stantiated.

“In the latter caso the churoh has ip
its. possessian three pleces with indispa-
table dooummentary evidence that they
are gengine. You find an illustration in
this country. tare that came over
in the Mayflower can today be found in
sufficient quantities to weigh down a
ship three times its sise. Yet people be-
lieve they possess the real article and
are happy in their belief. [t doce them
no harm and givea somme comfoit. The
same theory might apply to those
bones. "'—Exchange.

THE GREATEST EVIL.

Intemporancs Csatses Nine-tenths of the
Woes of Socisty.

Of all the evils that afflict sooiety
the chief is that of intexnperance. If we
could cast it out from the society in
which we live, nine-tenths of our woos
would disappear. It restrains itself to
no particular olass. Everywhere we
meet its victims, and our sympathies
for our fellow men must canse vs to send
up a prayer to Almighty God to oombat
it and to overcome it.

It is not so much that there is danger
to children from this vice, but that yon
may come to manhood's years with a
knowledge of the blessings of temper.
ance and a full knowledge of the evils
of intemperance and be determined to
praotice sobriety and live in sccordaxrce
with its principles.

We must remember that we are all
areatares of habit. We should remem-
ber that in our younger years we shounld
be 80 led that we will contzact only
good habita. While boys are still boya,
while they are growing to manhood,
it is all important for those who are
responaible for their religions and eda-
cational training to implant in them a
love for sobriety and virtue.

The most lamentable object that one
can contemplate is & man who is a &lave
of a babit and who inutead of ruling
himself {s raled by it. With the young
a great deal oan be done because they
can be formed to the habits of virtns
and their resolation can bo strengthened
by asacolation with other boys of the
same disposition. — Archbirhop Riordan.

TWO CONTESTS.

One For Momey and the Other For the
Cause of Chriat,

At the time the recent coptest be-
tween two roughs of the prize ring was
being watobed in Boston with sach in-
terest, in one of its halls was going on

a meeting to public sympathy
for little Crele in her brave attitude
against the ‘Turk,

It was not overwell attended. Peaple
came and went along the styeots and
eagerly bought the exiras that were be.
ing barrled off from the press, but of
this mesting nothinig was said.

It was not mach matter if she who
wrote the *‘ Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic"" was there and delivered an nddress
or that the question at stake was the one
as old as civilization, resistance to the
unspeakable Turk. Itall went for noth-
ing in the hurrying throng of the great
town that taought and talked and read
only of Car<on City and ity fight.

But which of the two, the meeting
or the great mass, represented the real,
living, actual vital foroes thaf govern
and 80 move swoiety and the waorld?

Home of Blind Stters.

A convent for the blind, the Home of
the Blind Sisters of St Paul, exists in
Paris. It shelters 66 nuns, ane half of
whom are blind. On the other half de-
volves the manual labor, the care of the
house, preparation of meals, éto,, ‘the
blind nuns devoting themselves . to
prayer. They show astonishing skill,
bowever, in other ocoupations, such as
preparing books for the blind and teach-
ing littie chiliren deprived.of sight.
The religions who can see devite them-

solves entirely to the service of their
less fortunate sisters, who would other-
wise be unable to lead the community

thetic sight tosee the moenrs voyantes
leading the others to the commmunity
exercises. It is the only convemnt of its
kind in the world. —Month.

He Asked Questions.
Magazme Justin McCarthy offers 2
warning to the member of parliameht
who is blessedor cursed--with athirst
for asking questions. Ome of this.type,
long since dead, used to repeat with
great good bumor a2 story whick told
-against himeelf, During the courss of a
recess he was deliverivg an address to
his constituents, and in oxter to impress
them with & due een%of his pablio
services he emphas e fact that in
the last seseion he had put to ministers
more than 300 questions. He paused to
study the eftect of his statement, and a
vaice from the farthest pary of the gal.

‘telt had beenmm -me the German.
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The Cathkolic clergr and Iaity of 86 1
story which came recently frora Monk-
mains of St. Patrick had been receivad §

who unhesitatingly proncance the story

life, and it is a beautiful though pa- |
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thinga in shis visible, ¢angible oniverse. |
According to naturalidm, al) things are
to be oxplained by the lawa of this uni-)
verse. The supemasunl is the yegion|c
beyond this vigible, tangible universe;
the laws, the epergies of the supeornato.
ral aro beyond, outside of this nniverse,
It there were po supeynatural, no world
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In tho attacks which ar made againat
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supernatural. Unbilief inplica xadits)

opposition to the supernataral, What ir
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to the history of Christ!

We know that no man who has died
oan roturo to life. Why - acept the
Scripturea? Does not every pagoe of the
Bible bristle with o a0 called ‘miracle,
the xecord of somethivg above homan
power, above natural energy? A miracle
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