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RBRELICS

Of the Cruciixion—-Where the Cross,
Nails, Lance, Sponge and Other
Msmentoes Are.

The relies of the crucifixion are ob-
jects dear to every Christian; but few
know of their history and present loca-

of it the Emperor would be cured.
Her offer was accented and theevent
justified her prophegy; for Tiberius
did actnally obtain his cute after be-
holding the imapresssion of the Divine
countepance. N

The largest memento of the Cruei-
fixion is the Seala Saneis, or Holy

.y rsmm’ which it is ,?q'puiuly supposed

To the pions Helene, mother of Con-
stentine, the world owes much for the
discovery of the cross. She visited
Palestinein the year 326, and began a
search for the precious relic. After
much excavatory proceedings the
workmen came upon a sepulchre, near
which was discovered three crosses.
Tho inscription, “‘I.N.R.1..” was de-
tached and lying convenient. W hich
was the cross of Our Savier was ascer-
tained by the working of a mirucle,
and it was sven after enshrined in a
gilver case, with the exception of two
pieces, one of which wassent to Rome
and the other to Constantinople.

Jerusalem was captured by the Per-
sians in 61-8 and the cross was conveyed
to Persis.  Haracliue vanquished the
Persians in 628, and one of the condi-
tions of the peace was the return of the
cross. When the Arabs took Jerusalem
they endeavored to obtain pussession
of the portion of the cross recovered by
Heraclius, but the Christians divided

it into amall pieces, which they sent
to various places. Thusit was that so
many churches obtained relics of the
True Cross, the largest portions being
in the Bagilica of the Holy Cross of
Jerusalem at Rome, and in the cathe-
dral of Persia.

The tablet on which is the well-
known inscription, I. N.R.I ., (Jesus of
Nazareth, King of the Jews, ) is pre-
served in the Balsilca of the Holy Croes
of Jerusalem at Rome, which was espe-
cially built to enshrine the relics for-
warded t0 Bome by the Empress He-
lena. As to whether there was three
or four nails in the cross found by He-
lena, there is much doubt. History
says that one was thrown by Helena
into the sea to calm a storm. In the
church of the Holy Crom is a portion
of a pail which is esid to have been

ted by St. Helena. It is be-
jeved that the missing part was cut
off and placed in the crown of Con-
stantine, which is now knownas the
celebrated Iron Crown of the King of
Italy. This is made of gold, lined on
the inside with a very thin plate of
iron forged from the missing portion
of the sacred nail. The third nail is
in the church of Notre Dame, inParis.
and in the Monza, near Milanp, is an-
other nail whose authenticity Benedict
XI1V. is said to have established.

The body of the lance that pierced
the side of Christ is at Rome, and the

int is at Paris. The sponge is at
lgB(,)nme, in the Basilica of Bg: ﬁhn of
Lateran. The principal partof the
crown of thorns is preserved in the
Church of Notre Dame in Paris, but
is devoid of thorns, pieces - of which
have been granted te a great many
churches. The relic, with a fragment

of the cross, is bome in triumgh by |
the

twelve canoms or cures of Paris
solemn procession which is held at 8
o'clock on Good Friday night in Notre
Dame The upper part of the pillar
of scourging is in Rome in the church
of Praxedes since 1223  The other
part is in Jerusalem in the church of
the Holy Bepulchre.

The city of Turin rejoices in the
possession of the shroud, or winding
sheet, in which Joseph of Arithmes
enveloped the body of our Saviour.
According to tradition it was brought
thither from Jerusalom, and a feast,
instituted by Pope Julius ITL. ,in 1506,
is celebrated in its honor on the 11th
of May.The precious relic is preserved
in the cha; celled the ¢ Holy
Shroud.” ere is even 8 confrater~
nity bearing the same title.  Lisbon
and other places claim to be in posses-

sion of the Holy Shrond, It is prob- | JF08
able that they have only portions of {;

it. However, a8 it was customary
with the Jews to envelope the dead in
several winding sheets, it may be that
these relics are genuine.

The Catholic church treasures in
Rome the towel of Veronics, bearing
the imprint of the face of Jesus. The
story runs that Emperor Tiberius was
gfflicted with leprosy, and hearing ac-

_counts of the miracles and wonders

wrought by Jesus in Judes, sent am-
bassadors to Him to obtain a ecure;
but when they arrived at Jerusalem
Jesus had been crucified. Having

-made. inquiries into the circumstances

of His life and death, they learned
amongdt other things that He had left |
the impression of hisface to a holy
woman afterward known as Veronies,
and that many persons had been cured
by its means. Veronica was visited
| Bhe acknowl-
edged that she possessed the sacred,
rélic, and offared to accompsny. them

 toRome, affeuing that at o sight

Christ aseended while being brought
into Pilate’s nee. The memento
is com 28 marble ateps, and is
located in the chureh of the Passjon’
ists, beyond the wallsof Romte. A
visitor to Rome thus writes of these
stairs: “‘No one is allowed to go-up
except on the knees, a task arduous
and painful, for the climb is a steep
one. The pilgrims however undertook
the duty with celerity and devotion.
From step to step thev proceeded,
halting at intervals to recite aloud
prayers and invocations. When the
summut was touched some of them
could not use their legs for awhile be-
cause of the pain consequent upon this
novel mode of locomotion. The chapel
on the landing at the top wasin its
day & private one for the Popes, and
has stored in it many relics of the
Passion of the Redeemer, which fact
gave rise to the inscription in Latin:
“There is not in the whole world a
place holier than this.” ‘The descent
i8 by easy paseages on both sides of the
Holy Btairs, each terminating at the
base with striking pieces of statuary.
One of these represents the betrayal of
Jesus. The expression of the thick,
puckered lips of Judas, in the act of
kissing the cheek of hig Master* is ad-
mirably carved. The other group is
a renownedc!“l;.lm,(?ce Homo,’ wigx Pilate
presenti ist, bound with yo
to the t;:guhee.” pes
These stairs were taken to Rome in
the year 326 by order of the Empréss
Helena. They are protected by a
covering of wood from the wear to
which they would be subject were not
such precautions taken. They are five
feet long, and are treasured as relics
beyond price.

THE NEW JESUKT PROVINOIAL.

L —

Rov. Edward J, Purbriok, S J., Succeeds
Very Bev. Williama (’Briecn Par
’ do'. 8 dJ.

———

The news of the appointment of
Rev. Edward J. Purbrick, 8. J., as
provincial of the New York-Maryland
province of the order was made a short
time ago, and a short sketch of the
reverend gentleman will not be out of
place. The appointment was made b
the father general.  Father Purbrick,
who is a distinguished mewmber of the
English province, succeeds Very Rev.
Wiliam O’Brien Pardow, who has
held the office of provincial since 1893.
Father Purbrick is a well-known Eng-
lish Jesuit and noi unfamiliar with af-
fairs in the United States, having
spent two years here, from 1877 to
1879. te comes from Wimblcdon,

d.
Both Fathér Pardowand his prede-

|cessor, Father Campbell, were New

Yorkers, born and reared. Under
their gdministration much progress
has been made and new ideas enforced
in the conduct of affairs in the differ-
ent holises that make up the jurisdic-
tion, During Father Campbe{l’s term
of office he enjoyed the distinction of
being one of the delegates to the con-
dave of the order at which Father
Generalblﬁal;:m vgas elected. This
‘wasat L in Bpdin, in 1892,
The general of the order has a coun-
cil of five “asistants.”” The English
speaking assistant named by the new
ﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁ&.a Father Jones, an Eng-
ithman, He died shortly after his
g‘Ppointmmt, and Father Rudolph F.
ayer of Milwaukee, Wis., was named
as hie succssior. England now re-
mplirient by sending
o . to direet the most
important section of the order in the
United States. ~
Thers are about 14,000 Jesuits in
the whole wotld. They are divided
into” five ups—the Italian, with
2,000 members; French, 3,000; Ger-
man, 4,000; Spanish, 3,000, snd
English, 2,500, They are sub-di-
vided into provinces. There are two
provinces in the United States—the
New York-Maryland, which has foun-
dations in the states of New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland
and the District of Columbia, Massa-
chus‘ettzand, Rhode Island;dsid the
Missouti province, which includes the |
western states. There are two ¢ mig-
gions’? ~Califoroia and New Orleans.
In the territory over which Father
Purbrick will rule there are about}
seven hundred Jesuits. In ihe United

States there are pearly tivd thousand.
‘He will have under his jurisdiction 13.

colleges. - The provincial holds office |
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plaining the Catholic religion may not

Rochester, N. Y. Sa.rd. Aﬂ a, 1807 3

JOXS AND HOPES

———ve

We may not liveto realiza the good {fu
results of this movement, but then we foards &
aro of the chureh, and she Iabors notjand w

: alone for the present, but also for theis we
Give alms of thy substance and turn | future. She was the ohurch of thejand

not away thy face from any poor per- | past, she is the church of the p
somn; for so 1t shall come te .that

the faceof the lord shaﬁm be

turned from thee'—To. 4v. Te.

The holy season of Lentis now over,

a time especially given to prayer, fast-

ing and alms-giving, Dauring that pe-

riod we appealed by letter to many of
the faithful to assist the colored mis-

sions of Virginia.

Having sympathized with our Lord
in his sufferings during that peniten-
tial season, will they not now rejoice
His Sacred Heart by making an Eas-
ter offering to aid in winning more
souls, more partakers, of His glorious
Resurrection ?

This will bes joy to our Risen Lord,
it will prove a juy incalculable to the
soul reclaimed, and it will be the
sweetest of joys to the giver for theact
of charity will be our expression of
gratitude for the blessing of sharing in
the graces of & Christian Easter.

In ourlast appeal to the Catholic
laity we did not plead in vain,, for
many hearts touched by the love of
God and souls came cheerfully to our
relief.  Our immediate wants were
then met, and owing to their generce-
ity we were enabled in the month of
Japuary to open another mission
which is doing splendidly.

In the month of February we visit-
ed this new mission, preached at night
in the school building, read Mass in
the eame place on the following morn-
ing and gaveout a lot of Catholio
reading matter to the assembled crowd
of Protestants.

We were gratified with the number
present, on both occasions attention
was iiven us and the readiness with
which they accepted the Catholio réad-
ing matter sent us by friends of the
mission. It wounld be well to state
here that 8 new feature has been add.
ed to our mission union which is rap-
idly taking shape, and promises not
only to be a great outlet and fostering
of Catholic zeal on the partof the
lnity but an immense foree in our mis-
sionary work. )

Some Catholic ladies in our
cities recognized that where like spirita
sre brought together and united by the
bond of charity for one common pur-
pose, this work for the honor and ory
of God and the salvation of souls be-
comes much more effoctive,

The Holy Spirit being their guide,
they have in & pumber of places or-
ds of
“twelve’’ and are called *The Apos-
tles’’ of 8t. Joseph’s Cathelic Mission
Union of Virginia. v

A president and secretary are chosen
from among themselves, and they meet
monthly at the different members’
homes. Their meetings are not on}
given to the charitable work for whic
they were organized, but it gives these/
chosen spirits of God an opportunity
to interchange kindly greetings and
enjoy the plensures of ench other's
friendship at twelve bappy meetings in
the course of the year. .

. During the month each collects old
Catholic papers, Catholic magazines,
etc., and bring the same to the next
monthly meeting. The collections
made by the different members are
placed together and sent to us by the
president after each meeting.

We always take a great amount of
this reading matter when out on' our
missionary journeys and distribute it
to the crowds that flock to our ser-
vices. *

Not only then, buteven during the
intervals of our visits to our mission- A%
ary centres, we send quantities of this| Beld.”” .
reading matter to our teschers and| ‘Why estab
have it cireulated by them through|midst of & people’tha
their school children among our sepa- | éver heard & Catholic
rated brethren. .. |ewer for them and & |

In the momth of March we sent|given inthe words of
boxes of this living energy of Catliolie | Queen Conduss siid
truthsto Norfolk, Va., Keswick, Vi, [moved Philip-—th¢
Lynchburg, Va., and herein Rich-|gé nékr an show &b .
mond, Va., distributed such matter | they may understand.
twice every Sunday. Who can tell] We have placed before:
how many homes and hearts these ‘ Sl
Catholic truths will enter where the '
voice or presence of a priestih
would never be heard or scen.
Bince such a power for good
1s apparent, why then should'notsoils |
imbued with thelove of God gladly
organize and gather up old Catholic ; '
magazines and papers to aid Hoely | posts alotig the Hne at- Alekasi
Church in saving these children which {down in the: Black Belt?
she longs with a mother’s heart to]the mén, God’s grace isne
clgim as her own. - . |ing, the third slément Cyour

Our purpose by the aidof *'The|is yours and we hope will
Apostles” is to pour forth over Vir-]held from:the God ‘who his. b
gimg.’a continuous. stream of Catholic | these nteans wpon -you, -
reading matter until eventually it can] All'uiing o collecting
ke said, there is not a colored home fn Jo

‘ ¢ injcome sembers - of St Jou
the state where books and papers ex- [ored Mision Union of' Virg

Of St Josoph's Colored Mission Uanton.

she will be the church of the future, |
Let us ever keep in our mind as ls-
*I have planted, Apollo watered, buti =
God gave the increase.’” 1 Cor 86, {--
When we can bring ourselves in di- | ¥
rect contact with non-Catholics and
succeed in getting a hearingof Catho.
li teachings and a readiddg of Catho-{
lic truths, we msy well entertain hopes
that God’s grace will give us a fiuit-
ful and an abundant harvest.
laity who have that divine spark
within them which needs only the o oy
whisperings of the Holy Bpirit to fan}2°v¢ 28
that spark into & flame and help with{ fo% *
all their energies to spread over the}’
hearts of the unregenerated the Saored §
Fire which our Lord came on earth to} v
scatter.  “‘The chavity of Chylst|™PE%
pressethus.” 2Cor, 8<14. - can and

findeth to do and withhold not (mo+}’ it
cording to their ability). their support

and their prayers to aid the mission-

ary spirit of our glorious old Mather

now blazoning forth from so many}®
ramparts in difforent sottions of our}?
beloved America, Then Will. thow
empowered by God and His church

g0 forward in the field now ripenedfer} "
the harvest, sustained by Heaven’s| >
strength, provided with buman means|'® &¥¢
by the charity of the faithful snd}.
buoyant with the hope that knows not
faillure.  *‘Geing, therefors, teach ye
all unations, baptizing. them . in the
name of the Father, and of ths 8oy,
and of the Holy Ghost,” was ned x}°°*
command given for & tinie, & dry,. 8 MG,
year, or an age, but for all lg‘nf‘{?ill

we, in our age, prove unft and n.
faithful to this :
The work we *:ﬁ'ai oalled upon in our
age to cope with js. not different from
that of .&e& work of ths

The M

same glorious and heroio priesthood sesof

| digosee.

uving sacraments mado use -Qﬁi“ﬁi& g;
gone by. , U
Will we not give evidence that waly
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priesthood and these sacramenta in the
reclaiming and elevating humanity inf{
this our age and in this our conntry?
We have here:in Virginia ope
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‘E’t too. spariy
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have from 150 10200 Catholi
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