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ABP. CORRIGAN. 
AN INTERESTING KXOCBC O r ECCLE

SIASTICAL AMERICA. 
t 

An AppraelatlTO 8ke tch of the Metropol
i tan of New Vork by Cteoigs 

Parsons Latbrop , 

pootiSeial ceremony on Holy Thurs
day, faster Sunday and sometimes on 
other occasions. He is present also at 
every confirmation in .the 100 Catho
lic churches of New York city. 

These are some of hU home duties 
in addition to which he of course di
rects all his clergy and sees innumer
able callers during his visitors' hours 
on two days of the week, besides re
ceiving more intimate friends inform
ally for a few minutes at other times 
as necessity may arise. Other tasks 
which come on in endless succession 
may be groped roughly under these 
heads: (1) Blessing of religious 
buildings, (2) blessing of chapels, (3) 
blessing new churches (of which there 
were, for example, six last year), (4) 
blessing every new parochial school, 
(5) the consecration of altars, (6) 
the consecration of chapels and-} 
churches, (7) the laying of corner 
stones of churches, schools, hospitals 
and religious houses, (K) ordaining to 
the priesthood, diaconate, sub-diacon-
ate and various orders, (9) visiting 
regularly all churches, colleges and 
other important institutions through
out the Btate, (10) attending meet-

DEGENEBATID? 

ARCHBISHOP CORRIGAN. 

George Parsons Lathrop contributes 
to the New York Times an apprecia
tive sketch of the metropolitan of New 
York. He writes: 

One of the most interesting figures 
in the whole of ecclesiastical America 
is Most Rev. M. A. Corrigan, arch
bishop of New York, and an especial 
point of the interest centering upon 
him is that, while he is constantly an 
object of public attention and discus
sion, he never himself takes part in 
such discussion. Another striking 
feet is that, although he has so often 
been apparently misunderstood, he is 
nevertheless one of the best under
stood and the most revered of prelates 
among the Catholic laity. 

Archbishop Corrigan is now oH 
years old, having been born iu New
ark, N. J. , August 13, 1839; yet he 
is as full of life, energy and elasticity 
as a man of 30, and has much of the 
youthful appearance that belongs to 
that age. His first studies were made 
in a private school in Wilmington, 
Del., not a parochial school. 
Afterwards he went to the famous 
Mount St. Mary's school and college 
at Emmitsburg, Md., and passed 
from there to the American college at 
Rome, which had just been established 
under the rectorship of Dr. McCloskey 
now bishop of Kentucky. Curiously 
enough, just thirteen students entered 
that year, a number corresponding to 
that of the original states of our Union 
and of these thirteen Michael Augus-
tin Corrigan was one. He was or
dained in Rome Sept. 19, 1 &63, when 
a little over 24 years old, as a priest 
for the diocese of New York. New
ark, N. J. , was then a part of the 
New York diocese, and so his grace 
has been a New York priest from the 
very beginning until now. 

On May 4, 1873, he succeeded 
Bishop Bailey as bishop of Newark, 
and was at the time the youngest 
bishop in the United States. In May 
of next year (1898), therefore, his 
silver jubilee, or twenty-fifth anniver
sary of consecration, will occurr, and 
will no doubt be observed with great 
enthusiasm by the Catholics of New 
York. Before being made a bishop 
Father Corrigan (as his title was 
then ) served as vice-president of Sen-
ton Hall College in New Jersey, and 
succeeded to the presidency there 
when Bishop McQuaid resigned that 
office to go to Rochester. In 1868 he 
became vicar-general of. the diocese of 
Newark, and therefore a very rever 
end. Finally, after administering the 
diocese as bishop for seven years, he 
was made archbishop of Petra, Oct. 
1, 1880, and appointed archbishop of 
New York five years later, receiving 
the pallium in 1886,and in April, 1887, 
assistant at the Pontifical throne. 

New York is, without question the 
greatest diocese in the world, and has 
the odd distinction of extending its 
jurisdiction beyond this republic and, 
into the territory of CJreat Britian, as' 
the Bahama Islands form part of the 
region over which the archbishop 
watches for the good of Catholics and 
their faith. In this respect he is an 
archbishop of two nations. It is said 
that when nuns went from here under! 
his direction to teach in the Catholic j 
schools of Bermuda, they at first 
wanted to train the children to sing 
sing American patiotic songs, and 
found it hard work to accustom them
selves to the idea of teaching English 
national songs instead. But of course 
this had to be done. The circum
stance that in this one diocese the 
patriotic anthems of two great and 
wholly distinct countries are sung by 
the children under tuition, upon 
ground belonging to each of those 
nations, shows in a vivid way the uni
versality of the Catholic church, its 
impartiality in matters, and its loyal
ty to the flag of every land or nation 
that it works in. 

The work that the head of this 
great diocese has to do is, naturally, 
vast and complicated. In the first 
place, he must supervise the large ca
thedral, St. Patrick's, on Fifth ave
nue; although there, of course, be has 
the able assistance of the rector, Fath 

• er Lavelle,'and a number of other 
priests. Every morning in the year, 
also, except when absent on diocean 
work elsewhere, he says mass at 7 
o'clock in die chapel of the Blessed 
Virgin on .the left qf the cathedrals 
high altar. He preaches, besides, on 
the first Sunday of each month, in the 
cathedral; "pontificates," jthat is, | tunes nnsiraaergtooa' may „~ ^-.-j 

/celebrates, high mass with elaborate due to his settled principle and prac

tice of never attempting to explain 
and defend himself against public- at
tack or sneers, and of ™fnmn%; to J 8 K W A W M , B O A R » B ^ K S l m 8 m . 
enter into controversy. His humility 
and uprightness are go genuine aad 
his freedom from vanity b so complete 
that he is entirely unruffled by violent 
assaults which make his friends burn) 
with indignation, and seem to look 
upon such attacks with something like 
amused wonder-, When, however, it 
comes to any question of upholding 
the dignity of his office and church 
discipline, the firmness of his iron wi|l 
comes to the front and never retreats. 
Episodes well known to New YorkeK 
within the last ten years have made 
this very clear, as they have also 
illustrated the wisdon and true Chris
tian charity of his personal gentleness 
toward the offenders. 

I 'ATHOUC SUMMER SCHOOL. 

1 he Cottage Project ESlaouaaed and a T e m 

porary Organisation Comple ted . 

ings of cathedral trustees, vicars-gen
eral, diocesan consutors and the trus
tees and councils of religious houses 
and orders. These meetings seem to 
occur about every other day; (11) 
confirmations. 

That the last item is by no means 
the least in the schedule of his labors 
will be easily realized when I mention 
that the archbishop confirms between 
13,000 and 14,000 individuals yearly.r| 
Then, as to churches, there are, be
sides 100 local ones, 204 churches and 
stations (these last being small chapels 
withoui any regular rector); in Duch
ess county, 26; in Orange, 27; in 
Putnam, 8; in Richmond, 10; in 
Rockland, 17; Sullivan, 38; Ulster, 
34; Westchester 49. Every one of 
these has to receive a canonical visita
tion at stated intervals, many of them 
once a year, others once in three 
years, and, moreover, his' grace is 
obliged to visit a great number of hos
pitals, charitable homes, orphanages 
and so on. There are seven Catholic 
colleges in the diocese, and he is al
ways present at every commencement 
day of these establishments. Another 
thing which the archbishop is scrupu
lous about doing is to be present at 
the funeral of every priest who dies 
in the metropolis. 

In personal appearance and manner 
Archbishop Corrigan has the gentle
ness of a woman, and seems to retain 
all the simplicity and freshness of a 
boy. But on the other hand, he has 
a constitution of iron, a will of iron 
and almost unlimited physical endur
ance. In the autumn of 1893 his 
railroad traveling in the diocese was 
counted u p ' arid found to comprise 
1900 miles;this not including two 
journeys from New York to Chicago 
and back; and of course during the 
year he most journey a large number 
of miles more, in carriages or street 
cars or elevated trains (which he 
often uses) in the metropolis itself. 

In connection .with the prevailing 
simplicity and unselfishness of ins life, 
it is pardonable to state here what he 
himself would doubtless object to re
vealing. To the great seminary for 
priests—-St. Joseph's—-which he has 
he has built at Dunwoodie, Yonkers, 
he presented a chapel, in the comple
tion of which he sunk every penny 
remaining to him of the private for
tune he had inherited, his outlay for 
for this one object, being about $100,-
000. St. Joseph's is without excep
tion probably the finest building id 
New York State, and with the land 
on which if is placed cost nearly 
81,000,000. Of this sum the arch
bishop raised over 8700,000 between 
1891 and 1896-five years of the 
hardest times the country has known 
in a long while—-and raised it, too, 
by popular subscriptions in small 
sums, with no very large contribu
tions from rich individuals. 

That the eminen| prelate is some-
imBtmderatood may be partly 

The Catholic Reading Circles of the 
city held a meeting at Cathedral Hall 
Friday evening. After a short musi
cal programme Chairman Connolly 
spoke briefly of the object of tbe 
gathering, which was to promote tbe 
summer school scheme, and intro
duced Warren E, Mosher, secretary 
of the Catholic Summer School of New 
York. Mr. Mosher outlined concise
ly the building plans of the school and 
the financial methods of constructing 
and maintaining the same. 

Father Kieraan was present and by 
request t5>ld what he thought of tbe 
summer school idea. H e spoke par
ticularly of the superior education and 
social advantages offered by tbe 
schools and his talk upon the finan
cial part of the plan as it concerned 
the people of the parish was exceed
ingly practical. 

Briefly, the plan contemplates tbe 
forming of a joint stock company witJ) 
a capital stock of $6,000 to be sub
scribed by Catholics. A cottage is to 
be built on the shore of Lake Cham-
plain, the renting of which is esti
mated will return a good profit to tbe 
stockholders. 

Father Kieraan voiced the senti
ments of the bishop as being favorable 
to the idea and epoke for himself in n o 
uncertain terms. Considerable stock 
had already been applied for and more 
was taken at the close of the meeting. 
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Regenerated?" 'Senator Qeorge F. 
Hoar contributes an article to the 
April, "Forum" that will attpiet 
much attention, not only oa account 
of the high station of the writer, 
but also on account of the sentiments 
therein expressed. In his opening, 
the writer truly says that iu this coon-
try our poorer and illiterate ela8st» are 
orderly, quiet and submissive, nscl 
that the conflicts that have taken place 
in this eountry in recent years between 
labor and capital would ha^e meant 
revolution and bloodshed. Many ofi 
us would say that if the poorer claaises 
had voted to advance their own beet 
interests not a few of the gentlemen 
who disgrace tbe upper branch of con
gress would be still enjoying the plea* 
urW of-rural life. 
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Am Barter Controrawy. 
N THE hhtory 
of $be Christian 
church these haa 
never been an^ 
difference of opia-

'Ion M to why 
Easter 1B obiftrr-
ed, but there ha* 

'been a good dead 
of controversy aa 
to when It should 
bo kept Thlswa* 
perhaps beoanae 
Easter la one of 
the movable foaeta 
and not fixed to 
one particular day 
like Christmas. 
Buster day move* 
baokword. or for
ward according a* 
the full moon nox3 
after the vernal 
e q u i n o x fall! 

nearer or farther from the equinox. 
In the prayer book of the English church 

the following is given as a rule to find 
Eosfeer: "Blaster day ie always the first 
Sunday after the full moon which happen* 
upon or next after the Slat day of Maroki, 
And if the full moon happen upon a Sun
day Easter day is the Sunday after." 

About tbe year A. D. 168 a controvewry 
arose as to the date of Blaster which divided 
all Christendom. This difference aroae 
originally between the churches of Asia 
Minor and the then eo called churches ai 
the west, the former Insisting on keeping 
Easter the same day as tbe Jews kept 
their Passover. Toward the.end of tlw 
oentury the discussion became eo violent 
that Viotor, tbe bishop of Borne, issued 
an apostolic canon decreeing that "if an? 
bjshdp, priest or deacon celebrated tbie 
holy feast of Easter before the vcrnaJ 
equinox, as "the Jews do, let him bo de
posed." 

In the fourth century matters bad goa* 
to such a length that the Emperor Cor* 
stantdne thought it his duty to allay tbe 
controversy. So he got an ecclesiasticaJ 
canon passed that Easter should be ob> 
served on one and the same day, but th* 
controversy continued until A. D. 66*, 
when Oswy, king of ̂ forthumbria, deter
mined to take the matter in baud and called 
a conference, at which he himself presijfeol. 
Colman, bishop of Lindisforne, represented 
the British ehorch, while Agiibert, bishop 
of Dorchester, beaded the Romish party, 
After much discussion the king finally de*-
elded the question in favor of. the present 
existing method of keeping" Baxter, and 
from that day to this the datoof J&wrf 
has depended upon the moon'a changes, 

AH the movable feasts and fasts of the 
year depend upon, Blaster. Iho nine Sum-
days bfjforeand theolghtafter depend upoa 
it, and form, as i t were, a suit of body
guard to this queen of religious festivals. 
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a virile sentiment as to painting, 
sculpture or architecture! It is ppl* 
ished by foreign travel. ItlbmphiU 
inline. It expresses its indignation 
in excellent English in language arti-
clee, in orations before literaary 8Qc|e* 
ties, or a t commencements of schools 
for young ladies. I t takes the facte 
of current history, on which It baaes 
its judgments, without origin*! inves
tigation,' from the hasty reports of 
careless correspondents or tlieeolumns 
of some favorite newspaper. ItprateB 
and chatters a good deal about the 
sentiment of honor auid political purltyj 
but it is never found doing any etren-
uous work on the honest side when 
these things are in peril. I t never 
helps us by an argument, although it 
has settled for iteelf; and ipoald like to 
settle far us without stoeiy ojf^Xfteri-
ence, the subtle questions of free 
trade, of protection, of fiscal inethods 
and of political ecoaomy. It «eontrib*' 
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