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JAMES G- BLAINE

BY EDWARD ], SULLIV AN, ROCHESTER, H. V.

Friday, Javeary 27th, 1888, will
ever remain memomble in the anuals
of American history, as that date|™
chronicles the death of the greatest|
statesman of this generation and the
most prominent figure in Ameriean
politica.

When nature had clothed Mother
Earth with a maatle of snow, and
within eight of apy thrilling inei-
dents of political life, surrounded by
his beloved wife and the surviving
members of his family, and amidst the
universal sorrow of the American peo-
ple, the spirit of James Gillespie
Blaine twk its flight, and the fertile
brain, eloquent tongue and patriotic
heart was stilled forever.

No sooser had the words ‘‘Blaine
is dead’’ beens flashed over the Wu'es,
than partisan and political preju-
dices vanished like vapor in- mid-
air, and the magnanimous hearts
of the American people beat
in unisnn over the los the coun-
try had sustained* Blaine was the
embodiment of all that was grand in
American statesmanship; his couatry
was his idol, and his name will be for-
ever enshrined in the bosum of his
countrymen.

James G. Blaine was the second son
of Ephraim 1.. Blaine and Marie Gil-
lespie, and descended from an
illustrious and patriotic family.
His grandfather, Culonel Ephriam
Blaine, was one of the patriots
of 76, and an iptimate friend
of Washington. He was closely iden-
tified with the Revolutionary struggle
and was appointed commissary gen
in 1778, and held that position unn]
1783. The subject of this paper was
born in a plain dwelling in the quaint
old town uf West Brownsville, in
Union toweship, W n county,
Pa., January 81st, 1830, and not far
from the spot where Gen. Braddock
met his defeat at the hands of the In-
dians. His father was of Scotch-Irish
extraction and a Presbyterian in re-
ligion. His mother was of Irish de-
scent and a devout Catholic. In a
vigit to West Brownsville in the sum-
mer of '88, I esaw the place where he
was born, the early scenes of his boy-
hood, and the graves of his parents,
side by aide in the Roman Catholic
cemetery of that town. With deep
reverence and uncovered head I kpelt
on the graves of the parents, whose
son was the brightest ornament of our
day.  On the occasion of my visit I
made the most diligent inquiries as to
Mr. Blaine and his ancestry, and all
with whom I conversed were enthu-
siastic in their admiration of him, and
recited for me many notable anecdotes
of his early life, his warm sttachment
to friends and hislove for his native
place.

In 1881, being the 100th anniver-
rary of W nshmgmn county, he wrote:

““Tshall alvays recall with pride
that my ancestry were and are uot in-
conspicuously conmected with its his-
tory, and that on either side of the
beautiful river in Protestant and Cath-
olic cemeteries, ﬁ\egenemtaons of ‘my
own blood sleep in hounored graves#’

The cemetery in which his parents
lie buried is located upon a- hill over-
lnoking the beautiful Monongahela
river, and ther graves are marked
with a handsome monument, the trib-
ute of 8 worthy son.

When only eleven years old, Mr.
Blaine was sent to Lancaster, Olno,
and ‘placed under the care of his rela.
tive, Hon. Thomas Ewing, who was
then secretary of the department of
the treasury at Washington. Two years
later he entered Washmgton college
in his native county. Towards the
latter part of that year ‘he was admit-
ted to the freshman’s class and gradu-
ated in his eightecxith year. Duringj
his coll days he displayed no.
marked e%enhty as an orator, but was
remarkable for his powers of reten:
tion. One’of his biographers has writ-
ten: ‘‘Everyone thought and said
Blaine would go through the world
quiet, studmus and the quintessence of
medioerity.”

H. H.'M. Pussey of Iowsa, one of
s classmates, smid: ‘‘James Blaine,
as T remember him,was a well huilt

boy and a hard student. He had an
impediment of speech however, which
.. prevented him from joining in ounde-
bates and declamations, but he could
distance all his classmates in the mat-
ter of study, and his memory was re-
markable. ' We had in our college a
literary society of which I was presi-
dent, about thetime Blaine was six-

B ten years old. . One day he came to
§| me and said,

: -B-bill, I wonld like to
‘bep dant. of the literary. Cm‘?vy
R ‘f-f~ it for me‘!’ I mwered hy,

‘the pational lifs must be saved.”” -
Theeo were- thesent;mmtnofups-'

society? You have never taken pert
in the debates, and have always pre-
ferred to pay your fine to takmg a.o!:-
ive part. Do yon know anyt
about parliamentary practice?
replied ‘No, but I c-c-can commit
Cushing’s Manual to wemory in one
night. ’ Well, the result was that at}
the next meenng I “fixed it’ for him,
‘and at the meeting pext week Blaine
was elected president. As he had

promised, he committed the entire
contents of Cushing’s maoual, and -he.
proved the best president the literary
society of the college ever had.™

In his young days, Mr. Blaine's
chief pustime and delight was in hunt-
ing the fox, and his constant compan-
ion was a mnegro named Randolph
Tearle.

A rather amusing anecdote is re-
lated of him.  One day his father
gave him a dollar and told him to go{t
to market to buy a turkey, and he
brounght his purchase home; but no
sooner had the old, faithful colored
cook ezxamined the purchase, when he
excinimed to the elder Mr, Blaine:
““Mars Blaine, dat dar turkey what
Mars Jim buyed des mawnin’ am de
quarest turkey I'se ever seen. *Deed
"tis, Mars Blaine.”’ Cloeer examina-
tion revealed the fact the so-called
turkey was found to be a ten-year-old
goose. His father said he ought to
feel ashamed. a boy of fifleen years
old can’t tell a turkey from a goose.
Young Blaine hung his head and said:
““Why, how's a boy going to tell &
turkey from s goose when its feathers | Fes
are ofl.”’

Respecting Mr. Blaine’s religious
faith, under date March 10th,
1876, he wrote: My ancestdrs on
my father’'s side were, 8s you know,
ral|always identified with the Presbyte-
riap charch, and they were promizent|.
aod honored in the old colony of
Pennsylvania; but I will never con-
sent to make any public declaration
upon this subject, and for two res-

treduction of anything that looks like
a religious test or qualification for of-
fice in a republic where perfect free-
dom of conscience is the birthright of
every citizen; and second, because my
mother wasa devout Catholic, I would
not for a thousand presidencies epeak
8 disrespectful word against my moth-
er's religion, and no pressure will draw
me into any avowal of hostility or

unfriendliness to Catholics, though I
have never received and do not ex-
pect any support from them.'’

A fow months afler graduatmg Mr.
Blaine went to Blue Lick 8 Ky.,
and became a professor in tEm &B’
Military Institute. He became very
popular among the students and won
their admiration. Miss Harriet Stan.
wood, s native of Maine,had been sent | E2¢!
toa seminary for young ladies at Mil-
lersburg, Ky., which was twenty miles|'
distant from where oung ' Blaine was.
located, and it was tgere he formed the
acquaintance of this noble-hearted
young woman, whose acquaintance-
ship resulted in marriage in a little
more than a year.  Soon afterwards
he returned to Pennsylvania where he
studied law, bt never presented him-
self for admxsmon to thebar. While
prosecuting his studies. he devoted his

contributed many foreib

 articles to newspapers and mag-
azives. In 1852 he became a teacher}
in o deaf and dumb asylum in Phila- |

delphis, and remained there until 1854

{when he removed to Augusta, Maine, |

where he entered into. partnership

with & prominent lawyer of that city,
Mr. Joseph Baker, and they pur-
chased the ‘‘Kennebec Journal,”” Mr.
Blaine becoming editor, being | then i i

giderable prommence, yet viewed from
a financial standpoint, it cannot be
said he was successful in the field of |
journalism. In 1867 he became ed-
nor of the *Porland Daily Adver-
tiser.”” In 1858 he waselected to the
state legislature and abandoned the
jo ic profession, his connection
with the press extending over & period |
of six years. At the age of 25 he
he was & promineut figure and a lead-

ing spirit in the Councils of the repub-

lican party. At 29 he was elected
chairmaan of the executive committee

of the republican organization in

Maine. In 1862 he was elected to}

‘congress. In the convention which first |8

nominated him for that high office, he:
said:

to subdue rebellion—speedily, effectu-
ally and finally.
ing obstacles, If slavery or any other

be removed. Perish all things else,

.motxe hesrt, ot s entxed Junctnre- state,

sons: First, because I abhor the in-|

spare moments to literary lpm'smta,a.nd BOE8
e and inter-

his, twenty-third year. While it is g,
tré the paper brought him into con-

“The great object with us all is|and the
i ’ | displayed.
In our march to)respect of
that end we must crush all interven- | his tenure of ‘office ho gra
many intricate mbgeets,
‘institution’ standsinthe way, it muat | bis reciprocity idess, and brouglit'io | b
a succeesful termination the exmdi
~{tion and other treaties, -

was made. 5
friends and foes alike were compdled
g;10 bear testimony to his great ability:

which he performed those arducus du-!
tles. In 1867 he was appointed
Uhited States Senator hy the Gover-
nor of Maine to fill the vacanoy ore-
ated by the resignation of Senator
Morrill, who became Secretary of the
Treasury During his term of oﬂiea
he delivered many powerful and argu
mentive addressee, and in all t.he grea
public questions he took an activeand
prominent part,

Mr., Blaine wag always distin-
guished for his unswerving Ameyican-
ism. In 1867, *68 and '69 a very

peaker of the House, and{p

i what.do you kmow about the ﬁmmy when mbel!inn maetimheﬂﬁ Aﬁm* an ﬁm ﬂecaainxz V
a period of six yemrsin congress ha;

#in o need mpiti:‘;lamm I

quaintance of

oocssion being 1&1&38 pod ‘

Holand the conscientious manner in jsome - mnnthn sabsequent.

my interviews with him-& m dnsmly‘
mx;mese&d with his" intensé ¢
08, ) ial, _dizposition -

features, . I shall -alw:

| having' met - personally:: the g

atatesman of our tims, ' )
Farewell, departed spiri¢ of’&lm il-§
illustrions dea

your irrepambie loss, but deap down ¢

complicated question arose as to the|will be treasured 3 monument muvre

arrest in England of Messra, Burke,
Warren and Costello, and other pat~-
uralized Irish-Americans for complic-
ity in the Fenian movement. -
land put forward the plea that once
an Englishman or a subject of Eng-
land alvays an  Englishmas. Mr.
Blaine took an active part in their in.
terest, notably in the case of Mr. Cos-}o
tello, He was arrested while in Ire-
land in 1867 for aspecch he delivered
in 1860 asan Ameri citizen in
New York. He was convicted and
sentenced to sixteen years penal servi-
tude. Mr. Blaine brought the matter
aader the attention of congrees, and
by his efforts Mr. Costello and -other
Fenian prisoners were set at liberty.
The matter was further agitated and
resalted in a treaty with. England, in
which they completely abandaned the
doctrine of “{):m rpetual allegiance.”
Of Mr. Prominence as &
candidato for {the preuden in 1878
it is now unn to dwell, and of
the famous speech &1 Ingemull de-
livered when placin
ination at tho natzonal Te

convention at Cinclnnati.” The clos—

ing remarks of that syeechare now.}

worth reproducmg
“* Gentlem the eonvennon,
tho grest rebie—thn ME o
o great repu 8.0 ublic
that ever em%m u y i)

the name of all hex;oc?efendem and alt |1
her supporters; in the name of all her|

soldiers living; in the pame of all her
soldiers who died upon the field -of

batt!e, and in the names of those that!

hed in the skeleton clutch ofr

e at Andersonvills and Libby—~

lacing hisname in nom- |
lican] -

enduring than ecither briss, granite

marble, of your service in the«
of your country*
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on January N
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whose sufferings he so eloquently re- effect, -

members—Iilinois nominates for the
uext president of this country that
prince of parliamentariang, that leader
of leaders, James G. Blaine.”
Immediately aﬁer Mr. Garfield was
™ | elected to the presidency Mr. Blaine

‘was tendered by him the portfolio of |

at.ahe and n his career in thatca- |

5th, 1881. Scarcely
f‘our m!mths peaaed when  tlie -preai-.
dent was shot - di wp at the hands off -
‘an assasain; snd
to his chief was amply: demonstrated |
during the germq Mr. Grurfield lin- !
gered in his death bed, After t,hxasud
and tragic end, Mr. Blaine was se-
lected by congress. to deliver thy oli-

r. Blaine's loyalty |w

“If we have & fewgokes, folks' gﬁy
wo arenothing but rattleheads. -

nothing but fositls_ " ,
If we publish orlgma.l matter, the

abuse us for nof giving selections. -
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logy of Mr. Garfield,- and on Monday; | | If

February 27th; 1882, in the prescnce:
of the most niotable men in-the nation, |
he delivered - his- eulogy, -and which'
“into ‘histofy as’ the grestest,
speech * of  his hfe. The eulogy
occupied an hour “and " a haif
in it delivery, and the last sol-
emn words picturing the death of the’

‘martyred president, are worth of thq f‘ :

man and the oecasmn. 7 "He ' said,

"Xt 0s believe that in the silence of|d
the receding world, he heard thel:

for éffovts, | <,
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‘brow the breatn of the eternal morn- | pas
In 1881 Mr Blﬂne retxre& ftom

began writing his -great work ent?;led 'd

“Twenty Yearsin, Conmm,” & work

which shail - smnd during all time asf .. -
an everlasting monument to his mem-{

Tz;”wm mgm m‘ 7 havo i
ved to No off%b‘“ ogh|

ory. Pemonnclg ‘1 re

gard it as the|

greatest political and hlstoncal work {
of our time.

In 1884 Mr, Blaine was nominated

for the presidency, was defeated at

where he continued his literary work,
In 1887 he went to Europe to reca-
perate his impaired health, and his.
refusal to accept the nomination for
tixudpremdency i3 well known toeve
of political events. Tn 188
he was. d?pmnmd secrstary of state,
omecy and statesmanship
- him ‘are worthy of the
ends and foes, I)m-ing
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formulated
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