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BAD BOOKS. 

OEHE&Ai, I>ECfiEE8 ISSUES BX OBJB 

BOLT FATHER UBO. XIII 

O* the Prohibition and C«ntar* of Book* 

The following is a translation of the 
Apostolic Constitution of the Holy 
Father, Pope Leo XIII . , on the pro­
hibition and censure of books: 

The head and sum of the duties and 
offices which must be most diligently 
and sacredly observed Ln this apostolic 
dignity is assiduously to watch and 
with fullest strength to. strive that the 
integrity of Christian faith and morals 
suffer no loss. And that, more than 
at any other, is especially necessary 
at this time, when, through the un­
bridled license of men's minds and 
hearto ainwst every doctrine which the 
Saviour of men, Jesug Christ, deliver 
ed to the keeping of 'His Church for 
the salvation of the human race is 
doily called into question and and en 
dangered. In this strife against 
Christ entirely varied and inauoier* 

able are the crafty and injurious ar$s 
of his enemies: but full of danger 
above all others is that of intemperate 
writing and publishing' broadcast 
what is written. For nothing more 
dangerous could be imagined to cor-
rup men's minds through contempt of 
religion and their hearts through in­
centive to sin. Wherefore the Church 
the guardian and mediator set to pre­
serve faith and morals, fearing such 
great ill, very early understood that 
she mutt take auuie remedy against 
this plague; and for this end, as far 
as she could, has always striven to 
safeguard men against this terrible 
poison, reading bad books. The days 
nearest to her founding saw the vehe­
ment zeal of Blessed Paul in this mat­
ter, and so, likewise, has every follow­
ing age witnessed the vigilance of the 
Holy Fathers, the ordinance of bish­
ops, and the decrees of councils. And 
especially is it testified by documen­
tary records how vigilantly the Roman 
Pontiffs have guarded against heretical 
writings creeping in. to the injury of 
the puhlic. Auaetasius I by solemn 
edict condemned the more dangerous 
writings of Ojigen, Innocent I. those 
of Pelagius, and I>eo the Great all the 
books by tlte Manicheans. Well knowu 
in this connection are the decretal let­
ters which Oelasius opportunely issued 
regarding the bookn that might and 
might not he accepted. And so like 
wi.se, as time went on, did the sentence 
of the Apostolic See pin down as erro­
neous the pestilent books of the Mono-
thelites, of Ahelard, of Massilius of 
Padua, of WicklifT, and of Huso. But 
in the fifteenth century, when the art 
of printing had been discovered, not 
only was attention directed againBt 
those evil books which had already 
seen the light, but precautions were 
taken against the issue of such books 
in future. And, indeed, at that period 
this foresight was required not from 
any light motives, but for the very 
protection of virtue and public safety; 
for only too many people hod immedi­
ately turned aside an art in itself 
most excellent, the source of the 
greatest blessings, and calculated to 
further the social well-being of the 
Christian world, into a great weapon 
for ruin. For the already great evil 
of wicked writings was made greater 
and more rapid by the ease with 
which they could be spread abroad. 
Therefore in their most salutary wis­
dom did our predecessors, both Alex­
ander VL and Leo X. decree certain 
enactments, befitting the moral .re­
quirements of their times, for the pur­
pose of restraining within bounds the 
publishers of those days. 

But soon the wind became a whirl­
wind, and it was necessary to repress 
the pestilence of these wicked heresies 
with more vigilant sternness. 80 the 
same Leo X, and afterwards Clement 
VII , most forcibly decreed it to be un­
lawful to read or to possess the works 
of Luther. But when, to the misery of j 
that age, the impure ewill of these 
pernicious books had beyond bounds 
increased and crept into every place, 
there seemed to be need of a remedy 
fuller and more promptly efficacious. 
And this remedy oar predecessor, 
Paul IV., at once provided by issuing 

-a list of books and writings against 
which the faithful were warned*. And 
soon after the Fathers of The Council 
of Trent labored to retain the increas­
ing license in reading and writing by 
a new decree. It was their will and 
enactment that authorities arid theo­
logians should be chosen for the dnty I 
not alone of increasing and perfecting' 
the index «hieh Paul TV. fc^isroed; | 

but of framing roles to serve as a 
guide for publishers, readers and users 
of these books; and to these rqles Paul 
IV. gave the foree of his apostolic 
recognition. 

But the very reason of the public 
welfare, which is the beginning had 
begotten the Tridentine regulations 
made changes necessary in them as 
time went on. And to the Ronroa 
Pontiffs, Clement VIII. , Alexander 
VH., and Benedict XIV,, prudently 
mindful- of the needs of the tunes, made 
several decrees to develop them and 
adapt them to the day. 

Now these thing? clearly show that 
the principle anxiety uf the Human 
Pontiffs has ever been to ward off that 
twin pest and ruin of communities— 
errors in opinion and depravity in 
morals — from the civil and social life 
of men. Nor did this energy fail to be 
fruitful so long as in the administra­
tion of public affairs/fed'f> eternal low 
possessed its right to firmer afld forbid 
and the governors of commonwealths 
worked in unison with ecclesiastical 
authority. Everyone knows what fol­
lowed. When time had gradually 
changed the aspect of affairs and man's 
environment, die Church, as is her 
wont, prudently took such steps as 
seemed most useful and expedient to 
the common weal. Several of the or­
dinances of the rules of- the index, 
which seemed no longer Opportune, 
shayeither removed by decree, or, with 
a kindliness equalled by its foresight, 
permitted to be regarded as obsolete, 
in view of the strength of custom and 
use around her. In quite recent times 
Pius IX., from bis pantificial pre-em­
inence, sent letters to archbishops and 
bishops in partial mitigation of Rule 
X. And as the Vatican Council 
drew ueor he gave the duly to Borne 
learned men, chosen to prepare argu­
ments, to weigh out and appreciate all 
the index rules and to appraise what 
ahjuld be done with them. They 
unanimously decided that they ought 
to be changed, and several of the 
Fathere openly professed their agree­
ment with this decision and asked the 
council to ratify it. On this point let­
ters are extant from the French bish­
ops expressing the opinion that it was 
necessary and too urgent to be delayed 
"to put the rules and the whole index 
upon a basis better adopted to the age 
and easier to observe." And the same 
opinion was held by the German, bish­
ops, who asked that the "rules of the 
index. . .should be submitted to a new 
revision and be edited afresh." And 
many bishops from Italy and the 
other eo'.mtries were of the same mind. 
And these all, if we keep in view the 
state of the times, uf civil enactments, 
of popular usages, make a just request, 
and one in accord with the material 
charity of Holy Church. For in the 
rapid march of minds there is no field 
of knowledge in which literature does 
not too boldly wander, jshepce cornea 
the daily glut of pestilent books. And 
what is sadder still is that amid this 
great evil the public laws are not only 
conniving, but allowing great license. 
Hpnce, on the one hand, the minds of 
so many are loosed from religion, and 
on the 'other such perfect impunity of 
reading without restraint whatever 
issues from the press. Wherefore, bent 
on remedying these troubles, we have 
considered two things feasible,, from 
which all may gather a certain and 
clear rale of action in this matter. 
First, that the Index of hooks unfit to 
be read should be most diligently re­
examined, and, when this is done, 
should be published. Secondly, we 
have considered the rales and have 
decreed,, while preserving them in sub­
stance, to make them easier, so that 
anyone, unless he beof evil mind, will 
not find i t hard or troublesome to obey 
them. In this not only are we follow­
ing the example of our predecessors, 
but we are imitating the maternal 
zeal of the church, which desires noth­
ing so deeply as to show herself kind, 
and has so watched over and still 
watches over her ailing , children that 
she may with zealous love be sparing 
to their weakness. 

Whence, after mature consideration 
with the Cardinals of the Holy Church 
who belong to the Sacred Council of 
the Index, we have decided to issue 
the general decrees which are written 
below and are conjoined with this con­
stitution; which rules alone are to be 
used by the said Sacred Council, and 
to by religiously obeyed by Catholics 
throughout the world. We wish that 
these alone be regarded as law, and 
we abrogate the rules issued by order 
of the Holy Council of Trent, the ob­
servations, instructions, decrees and 
monitions, and whatever else has been 
decreed and ordered on this matter by 
our predecessors, excepting alnne the 
constitution "a»llicit* et Provida" of 
Benedict XTV, t which we decide to 
leave in force, as it now is in for je. 

GENERAL DECREES 
ON T H E PROHIBITION AN© 

CENSURE OF BOOKS. 

SECTION I. 
T H E PROHIBITION O F BO0K& 

The Forbidden Books of Apostates, 
Heretics, Schismatics, and Other i 

'Writers. 
1. AU books which are condemned 

before the year 1600 by the Supreme 
Pontiffs or by ojcameaical councils, 
and which are not enumerated in this 
hew index, must be considered con* 
demhed as before, with those excep­
tions which are pejjaiitted; by these 
general decrees. 

2. Books of apostates, heretics, scMs-1 
iuaties, and all othgx writers which de­
fend herecy or echbai, or in any way 
tend U> overthrow the bads of religion 
are absolutely forbidden. 

3. likewise are forbidden books of 
non-Catholics which rfl-ofelsedly treat 
of religion, unless I t is fenuwa. thai 
they contain nothing contrary ^ to 
Catholic faith. 

4. Books of those authors who do 
not professedly treat uf religion, but 
merely in passing touch on truths of 
faith, are not to be considered forbid­
den by eeclegtnstica! law until they 
are proscribed by special decree. 

, CHAPTER 0 . 

The Editions of the Original Text of 
Holy Scripture, and of Versions 

not in the Vulgar Tongue. ' 
5. Editions of the original text and 

of ancient Catholic versions of sacred 
scriptures, even of the Oriental Church, 
published by any non-Catholics* even 
though apparently edited faithfully 
and integrally, are allowed ,to those 
Only who are engaged on theological 
or biblical studies, provided, however, 
no attack be made; in the prefaces or 
notes, on dogmas of rtbe Catholic faith. 

6. In the sanje way and under. thei 
eamo conditions are allowed ether 
versions of the Holy Bible edited by 
non-Catholics, wl elher in latin or in 
any other classic language, 

CHAPTEB HI.'. 

' Versions of Holy Scripture in the 
Vernacular. 

7. Since experience hoe proved that, 
on account of man's boldness, more 
evil than good arises if the Sacred 
books are allowed to all without check 
in the vulgar tongue; wherefore all 
versions in the vernacular, even 
though made by Catholics, are en* 
tirely forbidden unless approved, by 
the Holy, See or issued under the care 
of bishops, with notes token from tht 
Holy Fathere of thelchurch and front 
learned Catholic writers. 

8. Prohibited are all versions of the 
Holy Scriptures made by whatever 
non-Catholic writers in whatever vul-
gar tongue, and those especially which; 
are spread broadcast by Bible Socie­
ties, again and again condemned by 
the Roman Pontiffs, since, they entire­
ly discard the most statuary laws of 
the Church relative to the issuing of 
Divine Books. But th,ese vewoae are 
allowed to those who are engaged in 
theological or biblical studies, on'ob­
serving the regulations set forth obove 
in No. 5* 

CHAPTfiB 4. . 
Indecent Books. ' . 

9. Books which professedly treat on, 
narrate, or t°ach laseiviauaness or ob­
scenity—For here thte question is not 
one of faith merely^ bat of morale, 
which are easily corrupted by, the 
reading of such hooks-^-are absolutely 
prohibited. 

10. Books* whether they be of au 
tbors ancient or modern, belonging to 
what are ealled the classics, tfwfected 
by this taint of turpi^ae, are, onae-
count of their elegance and propriety 
of language permitted to these only 
whose station or teaching office affords 
a reason; but on no account, unless 
expurgated with exceeding care, must 
they be given to or read before boys 
and youths. 

CBAPfW&V. 
Some Books of a Particular Kind. 

-11. Books detracting from the rev­
erence due to God, the Blessed Virgin,, 
the saints, the Church and its worship] 
the sacraments, or the Apostolic See 
are condemned. Under the same pro­
hibition come those works in which the 
idea of the inspiration of Holy Scrip­
ture is preyerted or its extention too 
strictly limited. Books in which the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy or, the clerical 
or religions state is deliberately assail­
ed with opprobrium are likewise for­
bidden. . •.;:.;•• . :•-. ';• 

12. I t must be held as unlawful to 

£hlish, read, or keep books in which 
tune-telling, divination, magic, the 
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28. All who ime obftaned Apoi-
folic, authorisation to read and keep 
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32. Whatever jpcrtoint in any way, p*^aily ih 
to the can*'* o f the fxatifJoatujji aad C f t t k ^ -
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cahnot be published without th4i*ac- «btc«>tt' 
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Sacred Congregation of Index to 37, If an author living i n Rome Mrioudy aduoniahsd " 
grant licenses for reading and keepiiig vri«he« to publiih a book el»ewhere in wcordano* with 
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