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IN ALBANY 4ARD VICINITY.

Gradually the little band increased
iv membership—the members leasn-
ing to love ‘the aseociation the more
| #hey could better understand ‘ifs ob-
jeets and merits., They, were desirous, .
of bringing .their fellow-Catholics. of | peor oot
‘their neighboring patishes of Albany}, s appointed

into their Brotherhood, - The Cathes |
dral parish of the Immaculate Con-|,
ception was selected as the first field
of operations, Brother Shiel ‘and
John F. Ryan beut all their . energios
toward establishing a branch there;
but for a time iheir efforts wers wng-
vailing. Sufficient members to' insti-

A Histery of Its Establishment 1a the Dio.
ceze—Story of a Postal card -Splea-
d1d Growth of the Association in
Albany and Benssslaer Counties
Darisg ‘A826— (ta Promi-
semt Members,

o

Philadetphia, ith the (s
of Seillio, will take place i

thedral, Emtl»%n square, on
nesday morning, Febiruary 24, Arche
‘bishop Ryan and two aseigtant hisho
who have not yet been sslected
officiateat the 3mposing ceremon

Fifteen vears ago John J. Conaty
of East Albany, while in the Grand

Union depot of Troy, steuped to pick
upa postal card which he had noticed
lying at his feet; *‘and thereby hangs
a tale.””  Great events follow appa-
rently trifling incidents. Were that
postal card in existence to-duy, it
might well be given an honorable
place among the archives of the C. M,
B. A, Itled directly to the estabs
lishment of aur nssoeiation in  this
diocese, where it is now, after # long
and hard struggle, assuming the pu-
sition to which its great merits as a
fratornul lusurance association enti-
tles it. However we are somewhat
ahead of our story, and will go back

to the beginning.

ing the 70's there existed in|d- uted .
During the l's there © | Branch 171, in St. John's

the divcess of Albany a temg

society with branches in niany of the
parishes.  Among the prominent
members of this association were Dan-
ie] Shiel and John J. Conaty, then
prosperous residents of East Albany.
These meu, filled with zeal for every
movement tending to advance the spir-

tute a branch could not befound, and
the object was temporarily abandoned.
Within a year the efforts were .re-
newed, aud erowned with sueoese;
The city was scoured for _possible
members, and in the summer of 1885
brageh 83, the finst in the city of Al
bany -wus instituted. '

Nearly four years passed by before
the second branch was  ofganized.
Then through the efforts of Brother
Johu 'F." Ryan, Bradch 126, of St
Patrick’s parish came into existence

“eb. 18, 1889, Rranch 153 .in the
important parish of 8t. Joseph's ‘was
organized by Daniel Shie] and Wi
Hill, and ivstituted Jan. 24, 1681,
‘was instituted in December, "*!“x(sgs,
with fourteen charter members, being
the largest branch organized in. this
vicinity up to that time. Brothers
Jolin P. Ryan, Daniel Shiel, and
William Hussey were the organizers,

The holding of the Grand Counil

0
the presence of & distingnished gatha
ing of visiting prelates and clergy
Rev. James %‘ Loughlin, D, D
Chbancellor of the Archdiocese,
preach the corisecration sermoy,” ©. -
- Although Bishop-elect Prend

the

gust’s elevation was. proelnimed by the |

Pope at a publi ]
nals held in the throne hall of . the
Vatican on. December

C s

biehep Ryan: until: recently, vnd ¥
date of consecration was zot decid
upon untd now: The rubricregand
ing the consecration of ‘s bishop
quires that * the _céremosy
place either un Sanday or.on the f
ofone of the twelve apoatles.  As

public consistory of cardi-{ *

shall take

Basia fox faznp is des
 he "has 'said many thiy
eve nothorn to die. - -
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u
Aare

special privilegs"permission cari ba obs|asp

tained to hold' it
forst.. The holditg of
tendance difficnlt’ for
who oo that day would

o Siay, bt ol ka3
many piiests| tleones w
g too much |

occupied with the cnstomary servioes|-

in their respestive churchesto be pres-
ont.  For this reason February 24th, |
which in the Roman calendsris the
feast of St. Mathias, the opostle, was!
chosen. , - IR

Among those who are expected to
attend tho. consecration serviets are
Bishop-elect. Prendergast’s two broth-

Irom. e itiveting u. apl
the'duy,’ aud & general
thehr ‘st AN
e theie] n,
sid_often

iyral or temporal welfare of their fellow
(';Zi!hﬂ“(‘a, had noticed with keen re-
gret how frequently the widows and
orphans of their co-religionists _were
forced to battle against poverty in its
ost distressing form or lefl totally
dependent upon the charity of others.
The matter was discussed by the mem-
bers of the temperance society. . The
idea of adding to that organization an
insurance feature was suggested and
determined upon.  With this object
in view, Mr. Bhiel and his assistants
went from one parish to another, ad-
vocating the formation of such an in-
surance association.  Whether their
project could ever have been brought
to a successful consummation is a
uestion that will never be answered.
?‘ertain it is that they made slow pro-
gress, and the winter of 1881-2 ar-
rived with their hopes of forming such
an organization still unrealized.

It was just at this time Lhat our
historical postal card put in an ap-
pearance. Providentially dropped by
some member of the C.M.B. A, travel-
ing through Eastern New York, it
was destined to meet the eye of Mr.
Conaty, and as that gentleman

convention of 1844 in Albuny gave to
all the members in  this city an op-
portunity of entertaining their brotg-
ers from other parts of the State.
This they did in an appropriate man-
ner. Among the pleasing incidents
connected with the convention wasthe
ridedown the Hudson, enjoyed by the

s housed and fed- diipg
and the miothers coma
aight. .- The children 1
aoding e, e Sy b |
clothiiog, while- the dally oherge for] 1,
euth chirge is:ﬁrangntsf he main. | p
tainanco of the work ix Jargely due to}y;
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tnry) board ok i
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tions when the history of the C. M. |age, but who, because of his‘advatiged Howe, Mre.-D, B, Mapi Mes T
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A lullin C. M. B. A. autivity fol- |  Afer his conecorntion Bishop Pren- My, John* Farley,’ . Cunninghay
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cerned, and continued up to the open- above Master, a»lthog%h* hia mont. A paclety oalled the. i ﬁgﬁdp*f ‘M X Tegi " oot
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counties for fourteen years. The|8uch other duties as may bo assigned gratitndé which'th Qfdﬂh&ml’ﬁ 3’5’ Petor B +Gulian; prasideot;
members of these branches clung to |0 him a3 auxiliary bishop by Arch- kindries ' Jhave recaived |9 ﬁ“"?’#}mmm
the association through the most dis- | bishop Ryan. £ ohpater : Craling: ssiond i
couraging circumstances, struggled 2o M, ‘ SRR
gallantly to build it up, and, consider- :

read it he became aware that
the same sulicitude for the welfare of
fellow-Catholics which had moved
himself and Daniel Shiel to advise the
members of the temperance society to
band together for the protection of
their loved ones from poverty, had
led other Catholics further west to
cowbine for the same purpose. Here
was just such an organization as they
had in mind, already organized and
issuing assessments upon its members
to raise the funds that would save
many a Catholic wife, child and
mother from wanf and misery. It
was one of the old style C. M. B. A.
asscxsment cards that Mr. Conaty had
icked up. When he had informed his
Friend, Mr. Shiel, of his discovery,

that gentleman at once wrote to head-

quarters for further particulars con-
cerning the association. The inform-
ation that he received in return satis-
fied him that the €. M. B.
swered every requirement, and aban-
doning his plans regarding an ingur-

ance feature in the temperance society

heat once set resolutely to work to
organize a branch of the C. M. B. A,

A, an-’

ing the rivalry with which they had to
contend, are as deserving of commend-
ation as their brothers in cities, where
theC. M. B. A., under more favorable
conditions has not a more rapid growth.
Duriug these fourteen years other
branches have been institated at dife
ferent points in the diocese, but as the:
purpose of this article is to treat only
of the branches in this immediate vi-
cinity, we will not refer further to
them at this time, S

Ifthe C. M. B. A. madeslow prog-
ressin Albany and vicinity during the
fourteen years following its " introduoc-
tion, the year 1898, with its splendid
record of five new hranches instituted
and @ large number ‘of members in-
itiated into the older branches, will
atone for the past.

In February, Grand President Ed-
ward Ryan and Grand Secretary Jo--
seph Cameron came to Albany and.
held a consultation with the grand.
and district deputies for the purpose:
of discussing plane for infusing new
life into the i&ssdoiatiqn, J‘ingreasmgf‘,b the.
members, and organizing .new. ran-
ches wherever possible, - This visitdid

CATHEDRAL READING OIROLM. |undes

Prof. Lapham Dalivers & Locturs
the Sootefy, L

On Monday evening last Professor

Lapham closed his lectures-on Wor,
worth beforé the Cathedin] Re
Cirele. The lecture consisted

of readings from Wordswaort
poems.  The object.of the lech
ever heen to illustrate the g:
worth of Wordsworth’s , wos
- Woglsworth wasa. think
came tho hend of a school ‘of poe
cording to- the lecturer. ' AT} )
poets anid, ‘in fact; all English write
%ncebis;time, have fel

His poetry"

‘beautiful thought, .

ate and is ofte

is good for them o learn

‘messagp to-deliver to the

to teach them the duty -of ¢
sentiment ig Chﬁsﬁﬁn combat, N
‘sees the deepana,innezbsmntyof
wmai nature 4g it sppears in: man
around man. - -Bome have blamed h
for being a

understood him, Hed

panthelst, but, these never

God with nature, by

in St. John’s parish, East Albany. '|much to arouse theenthusiasm of the. bature from whenee it
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