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THERE DIVINE INFANT'S PLEA.

Andlis Fiights Among the Celored Peo-

ple of Virginia

FEAST OF CHRISTMAS.

Friends of the unfortunate and the

abandoned:

Take to heart Father Donovan's
appeal in their bebalf. Think of God’s

infinite love for these poor souls; think
of that love for your ownsouls. Will

you not have them partakers of your

life of place, brightness and joy, with

the hope of a glorious resurrection?

Your prayers and your aims will
help to obtain for them the priceless
gift of faith, and for yourselves the
sweet and precious blessangs of the Di-
vine Infant Jesus.

With best blessings,
A. VaxDe VEver,
Bishop of Richmond.

CHRISTMAR GREETING TO CATHOLIC
HEARTS,

Catholic hearts are you not filled
with joy during this Holy Season at the
birth of our new-born King by the
glad tidings and greetings ringing out
again upon a world cold and indiffer-
ent as it was on that December night
long ago?

Will it be with vou as it wus with
those who revelled in the City of Da.
vid on that snight and refused His
pleadings at the door of the inn for the
mere necessaries of life?

How in our sympathy should we
not fullow the holy ones, Joseph and
Mary, devoted to the Divine Infunt,

us they leave the unwelcome door of

the inn and the chilled hearts of Da-
vid's city. We are impressed with
the anxiety and deep interest of Jo-
seph and Mary for the Divine Infant’s
sake after wending their way into the
cave shrine where fallen man's re-
demption was given birth.

They heeded the pleadings of the
unborn King, and it was the pleasure
of their hearts to hear the first Churist-
mas greetings or glad tidmgs, *‘For
this day is born to you a Savior, who
ig Christ the Lord, in thet'ity of Da.
vid,”’

We hear these Christmas greetings
or glad tidings to-day, butare like Jo-
seph and Mary, concerned in our day
about the pleadings of the Divine In-
fant. Do we not give a deafear and
an unwelcome response to the plead-
ings of the Infant Jesus when, through
the voice of His annointed ones, we
are askedto interest ourselves in His
cause and further the work the Divine
Infant began at the ‘"ave of Bethle-
hem - man’s redemption,

Every altar of God, and especially
the altar on the missions, is another
Bethlehém where Christ is born again
in poverty and longs for sympathy
frotn the world around.

Yes, Jesus longs to make a flight—
as He did ir*o Egypt—to peopleeven
now strangers to His truths and His
blessings. It is within the power of
many to become other Joseph's.and
other Mary s by rendering Him assist-
ance in His flights to the colored peo-
ple of Virginia.

Among our charggs on this missfon’
is & school at Lynchburg, where sixty
children are being instructed in the
Catholic faith. -

We go to this station monthly, and
while there catechize the children,
vigit their parents, read Mass for the
pebple, &ng preach at nightin the par-
ish church.

The children have & Sunday school

and attend Mass every Sunday in the
charch of the place.
" Thefirst week in January a like
school or station will be opened by the
charity of a friend in another section
of Virginisa. :

We will make monthly trips to this
point also, following the same line of
action as at Lynchburg.

Our intention is to establish & num-
ber of these schools for they give us
rallying points, a neuclus, around
which our energies, with the grace of
God, will have good effect in spread-
ing a knowledge of our holy religion,

There can be no question but wis-
dom and experience will be our wit-
nesses that schools or mission points of
this kind are the best and one of the
most practical ways for successful
work.

Then, too, a school of this kind, for

give us a foothold wherever estab-
lished and enable us, through our
tedchers, to distribute & liberal quan-
tity of Catholic reading matter during
the year. o ‘
* Here is 8 good opportunity for one
wishing to erecta Christian monu-

ert Lennon and their wives.

more cheery through the holidays.
Yards on North street, near milzoad, |
and

e

f;r these colored

outside her vivifying inflycce.

ﬁmund and building of a frarae school-

OUss,

what is in their
their mite.

With this co-operation ounr hands,

»

labor among these people.'
Then, too, you have the consola-

flights to these colored people.

Besides, as even a c?:p of cold wa-
ter given id His name hasits reware,

work, you share in two Masses ev

every week after your death.

cause of the Infant Jesus especiali

themselves the precious blesirngs men-
tioned by Bishop Van de Veyer in
his letter?

have done in the past eloven years,
and send us their returns promptly.

To others we implore you to join
Virginia, and share in all the labors,

this union.

These advantages or bemefits yon
can easily obtain by donating money,

praying for the conversion of the col-

our Collecting * ards.

Remember, any aid given the work
eutitles you to a share in its spiritual

in union there is strength.

Wishing oneall the graws of this
blessed season, and hoping in the
name of the Divine Infant that you,
His favored ones, will hear His plea,
and write for Collecting Cards, or oth-
erwise aid Him in His fight among
the colored people of Virginia.
I remain,
Yours in the 8acred Hean,
Rev. Tros. B. Doxowan,
709 Firststreet,
Richmond, Va.
Box 731.

BT BRIDGET'S FAR

o

The 8chool Hall Thranged All the Weelk.

The holiday fair and festival of St.
Bridget’s church, which his been in
progress all this week inthe school
hall on Hand street, is scoring a great
success in number of attendants and
general enthusissm. The sttractions
offered are numerous, the lall is es-
pecially inviting with its handsome
booths filled with all manner of arti-
cles, the refreshments served are of
the best, and & fine musicsl program
is presented each evening. -
Bupper is served in the room above,
and dancing follows later in the even-
ing for the benefit of the young people.
The voting contestsare lively, there
‘ﬁging many valuable articles offered,
and some of lesser comsequence.
Among these are a fine piano, a sow-
ing machine, a gold watch to the most
popular young man, and a fine tapes-
try painting of *‘Marguerit,”’ made
by Sister M. Geraldine of Nazareth
convent.
The following ladies and gentlemen
are in charge of the booths:
" Father Bresnihan’s booth— Miges
Drury, Watson, Donovan, Stupp, 8.
Kelly, Ryan, Galvin, Dowling, John-
son, Doyle, McNamara, Riky, Frauel
and Mrs. Nelligan. : -
The Geisha—Miss Kathryn Nelli-
n, chairman; assisted by Misses
ﬁoreland, Madden, Dowling Frankie
and Mamie Nelligan. and Mesus,
Dwyer, Murray, McInerney, FEasex:
and McKearney.
The Geisha restaurznt—Miswes

people now dying
The cost will not he wuch for the

which, will serve excellently
 well for school and missionary purpo-
sesin the country portims of Vir
ginia. There are many who could do
this, but thereare many more who are
willing, though not able; leteach do
poewer and send wus

our feet, and cur minds will befree to

tion in life, and at death v knowthat
you aided the Infant Jems in His

80, too, for your assistance in this

week of your life, and in another Mass

Who, then, will not espouse the

y |5 well as a lower, a higher mind as
at this holy season, and enthe thresh-

old of the new year, and reap for

We urge the old and tiied friends
of the work, to whom we are now
mailing our collecting ecards, tolabor
earnestly in this year of gmce, as they

8t. Juseph's Colored Mission UTnion of

prayers and spiritual advantages of

clothing, Catholie rending matter, by

ored people of Virginia, and by filling

favors; may many unite vith us, for

~ Rochester,
x ww& —
Lecture Rpan Werdswerth Before thel
Catheodral k euding Circle. -

Prof. Ludlpw E. Lapham delivired
the fourth of & course of his lectures:

on William Wordsworth, before the
Cathedral Reading Circle Monday eve-

N.

ning,  The lectuter dwelt espenially
on Wordsworth as ateacherof moral
truth. It was Wordsworth’sambition

(3

role he has given us syme of his best
productions. :

Following are some illustrative se.
lections of the leceure:  **Wordsworth
is not understood while he is elageed.
armong the pastoral or idyllic poele
even if among these the chief plade b
conceded him.

dramatic, and Milton her great epic

L, ‘
_The basis of the Wordsworthinn
wisdom was laid in a profound fajth —
o foith that man hasa  higher nature

well as o faculty, judging according
to the sense. -
“Wordsworth's moral wisdom never
hovers long in the region of allegory,
It plants its feevin the solid opr
In hia magnificent. (Qdp to ‘Duty;
there is, united with the same eleva-
tion of thought, & far more definite
undimperative tone. Thestrain isof
6 maturer order, and the wisdom
which evomes b

¥ experience is wadded
to that of spiritual insight. It affirms|
that between the luwer and higher
sections of man’s nature there com-
monly exists an antagonism, and that
the condition of man’s lifs is a mili-
tantcondition. A fow happier spirits
may stand ountside the battle, and led
on by en inner faw of ‘unconscigug
goodness may at least for an indefinite
period, advance along a flower-strewn
path of wvirtue. But even these are
mse:ure, the path }:)f virtue for the
oSt part 18 8 rough and thorny path
and the children of men gy onty find
peace whilo they tread it in obedi-
enceto alaw challenging them from
above. To find true freedom they
must submit themselyes ty g ‘noble}
bondage. |
‘“Wordswarth’s conception of dutv
comes out boldly in the I‘JLeech Gaﬂtl}: '
erer.' In the poem the poet strong-
ly enforces the " great truth thst thore
exists something higher than the bigh-
et Imagination, viz.: The herpie
heart which perseves in duty to the
lz}st, 0o matter under what difficy].
ties, and never suspects its own great-
ness. The moral comes with the
greatest power because it comesout ap-
parently without design. The poem
opens by describing 4 night of tem-
pest, but with the sunrige nature sud-
denly changes her mood. The poet.
?atches the inspiration of the morn-
ing and smrs intos kindred ecs.
tacy; but, inconstantas thag nature
of which he is the servant, his meod.
changes. Exhausted by his gwn en-
ergies, his sgtrit drops from its height.
mto s gult of blindperplexitics,
Therve falls upon him g piercing
thought— the contrast between na.
ture’s creatures, . bird and beast, of}
whom she. takes care; and man, the
being who Tooks before and affer,
" “Closeakin to the «Ode 6f Duty *
isthe ‘Warrior.” Wordsworth's ideal
warrior is a character founded on selt
sncrifice, -not self-ussertidn, one there-
fore that pre-supposes that diberty of
spirit’ which con exist alone w) ere
the service of self having been gp.s
nulled, room is made for a lnrger ser-
vice, The happy wartior has g, hesyt
full of that human hope
which belongs to the restoredabiningn.
ity; he evinces a habit o
which even if it conld
antecedently
could hardiy
upon its earnest understood

*“It is almest imposghle
high poet
us of Milton's gssertion
drama mig’:bt serve; ‘besides
of pulpit,” to breed up
wealth in virtue gnd
imagination is so often & corrupting]
inflaence that to change i‘t\&!xgls It?ttén g

eart

.
»
?

ld have. existed
to a divine

challenge,
fo rate oy
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common- |

Noldt and Meyering, and Mesas.
O’Rorke, Murray and Meyering.
Father Hendrick’s table-— Mus,
Thomas Howe, chairman; asisted by
Mesdames, fulross, Norton, Whitley,
and Misses Wynn, Carroll, Whitley,
Corbett and Maloney.

Blarney Castle—W. Foster Kel]{,
Charles Shell, Charles Merz snd Rob-
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