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WASHINGTON LETTEB. 
CorrectiasT l i t t le Abuses In the Postal 

Service BEoaay Saved For TJa l̂e 
Sam - An juried Kan. 

(Speeiai Correspondence.} 
People whe rent postoffloe boxes 5c 

large cities have received recently so-
tites to turn in their box keys and re-
oeive SO cents of the SO cents which 
tkey deposited on each, the keys tu U 
reissued. Luck bows, while they art 
a«t ased BO ranch proportionally as in 
A s time wh«B frte delivery was on-
'known, are still «n important feature 
of toe postal service. They are furnish­
ed: 

First.—For poetoffloea in goverai^ent 
Ersildings by the treasury department. 

Second.—At Aral and second olaaa 
•yMtafloea, tee lessor, by agreement in 
yBie lease, antally furnishes the box out-
ftt 

Third.—Under existing law patrons 
loee may provide look boxes and 

for their own nee under 
i stated 

fearta.—In all other cases boxes 
•«*t be furnished and kept in repair by 

i postmaster. 
•Pkj B « » s Are FreTided. 

pfKat are not furnished by the gov 
'esmffieat to presidential offices of the 
4n4ra elasa exoept where offices of this 

are in government buildings. At 
i present time 28 third olaaa offlces 

awe aitaated io government buildings. 
Boxes are provided for poetoffioes to 

laeoomxnodate the patrons, for the con-
vsoieawe of the postmaster and as a 
jtamree of revenue. Under existing Jaw. 
tax presidential offices, or offices- of the 
ijlast. second and third classes, the box 
iemts collected are included in the gross 
Esceipta accruing at the offices in mak­
ing the UDUOB! adjustment of salaries 
o l pos&masten. These pus&mastera there-
ffcra Indirectly receive a part of their 
•as. rents in the som allowed as com-
pmation. Under the act of congress 
paaproved March 3, 1883. at fourth class 

the box rents are praotically al-
ted as a part of the compensation of 

le postmasters. The regulation of box 
it rates by the department has reao.lt-
In better accommodations to the pob-
mare uniformity in rates and an in 

larease of revenue. 
' Key Deposit Forfeits. j 

Key deposits are collected by post- j 
matters as a eevurity against tht» loss of i 
key a. The rate of deposit at post offices j 
located in government buildings was re- I 
<Juood on April 18, 1896, to 80 cents, j 
At all other postoffices it was reduced | 
recently to the same figure. Deposits I 
are held in trust by postmasters, but on • .. 
return of keys in good condition they 
are returned to depositors within 30 
aays after the boxes Co whioh they be­
long have been vacated. Deposits on 
keya nut returned within 80 days are 
ieolared forfeited and revert to what is 
known as the key deposit forfeiture 
(and. The key deposit forfeiture fund 
is used to purchase new keys to replace 
thoae lost, broken or withheld, whioh 
enables postmasters to keep np their 
full complement. In the past a surplus 
has accumulated under this account by 
reason of the fact that the amount de­
posited to oover the key was consider­
ably in exoeas of its cast. 

Looae Methods Corrected. 
The amount involved in each transac­

tion was small, and postmasters there­
fore did not give the matter the atten­
tion it deserved. In nqmerou* instances 
postmasters Yfers found delinquent to 
the amount of several hundred dollars 
at the expiration of their term of office 
by reason of loose methods. The depart­
ment was compelled to take action in 
Ike matter and demand of them or of 
their sureties that this amount be re­
funded. During the 16 months ended 
6ept. SO, 1896, surplus funds to the 
amount of $16,486.67 have been turned 
into the United States treasury as mis-
•slianeous receipts. The difficulties 
above referred to will in the future be 
obviated by the reduction of the key de­
posit to a uniform rate of 20 oents per 
key. 

A Businesslike Department. 
This is only one of many reforms 

whioh First Assistant Postmaster Gener­
al Jones has brought about In a de­
partment employing hundreds of thou* 
sands of men and women and spending 
io many millions of dollars every year 
it ii impossible to prevent abuses and 
injustice. In one item alone—the hire 
of clerks at first and secnud class offices 
and speoial work in third and fourth 
class offices—$11,000,000 is involved. 
Rent, fnel and 1 iKht in first, second and 
third class offlces cost §1,600,000 a year. 
Last year inspectors were pnt at work 
examining the work done and equaliz­
ing it- T«ie resale was a distribution nf 
work so an to raakp a pain in efficiency, 
while $86,400 was paved on leases and 
828,718 on clerk hire. " 

The postofflce department is one of 
the most businesslike of the executive 
departments. It needs in every branch 
of the servicemen of fine business judg­
ment and executive-ability or the gov* 
erament will be cheated constantly. It 
is nearer to the people than any other 
department, too, and the postmaster 
general is the envy of all the other 
members of the president's cabinet. 

CARL SCBOFIELD. 
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SoKie FaaMon Hot*** 

The new borc!ere<l waist which has 
»ho glqry of being the iatoft Fadstan 
ttyte is ia point of fact • reTiva) fecun 
the fashiotia dating back to JS4S. The 
Fmb&b naodfctte Ba^ttia iofgttfeS Afea 
pvivnl, sxjd Bernhardt lent Jberfelf te 
tbe idea, »nd uow, says lis good author 
Hr"«i w* H€^' Tfork '•Hfe«»?"-Biwa'll 
ileeves, tight, stiff bodicei Had full 
akirta «te ©u fait ifsoqmpit f b £ « n ^ ^ 
ffcy quoted says: Indeed, the tight 
tleev«a "arrivea** wiH> fthe initiated in 
fcsMoh'a mysteries some little time»«w.. 
feut the straight Uvm §om bait to mm 
m yet littln worn. Paqaiu ISUK 'fern 
got the straight, stiff effect by buying 
V shaped pads of Jaair worn bet,wc*i» 

mm 
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ANIMALS' CERISrMAS 
T H E PART THEY PLAY IN EUROPEAN 

CELEBRAT10N& 

Cnrloo* Custom* *>ot U t t l x 1% w i r n In TK1» 
Country 

"What's I n a Name?" 
The Swiss name for mistletoe is don-

herbesen—thunder besom—and, when 
suspended from the rafters, is believed 
to protect the house from ore. 

Among the most pleas­
ing features of the uni­
versal good will that pre­
vails 3)1 Cbristmaatidp in 
tbe'old world ie the kindly 
disposition shown to ex-

#end the enjoyment of the festivity to 
dumb animals, whieb just at this 

season of the year may be said to bo 
brought into more friendly and intimate 
contact with their matters than at any 
other time of tbo year. Throughout 
Scandinavia, Germany and Austria the 
peasants are accustomed to erect in 
front of their cottages on Christmas 
day a pole to whioh is fastened a large 
sheaf of oats or corn for the benefit of 
the little birds, while in many district?) 
grain is spread outside on tbo doorstep 
and window sills pn the evening of Dec 
24. The Albanians, tho Montenegrins 
and in fact nearly all the ratios of the 
Bootheast of Europe, irrespective of 
creed or nationality, moke a point of 
distributing their first large Christmas 
meal cake among the cattle, after hav­
ing broken it on the born of an ox, 
while during the siege of Paris, when 
each soldier of the* beleaguering Ger­
man army managed to have his little 
Christmas tree, however scant or poor, 
set up on Christmas eve in remembrance 
of the loved ones at homo, nearly every 
trooper made a point of leading up bin 
horse to see his tree and to receive his 
master's ration of bread in honor of top 
occasion. 

Only in certain districts of southern 
Italy and in the islp of Man are excep­
tions to be found to this role. Thus in 
Calabria it is customary among the 
peasantry at Christmas time to place 
cake upon a table and to drivo the oxen 
around it, those who attempt to taste 
the food being slaughtered on the spot. 
In the isle of Man the oruel pastime 
known as "banting the wren," and 
which daten back to pagan times, is 
Btill praot iced every Christmas morning, 
all the villagers turning out, every 
one armed with two sticks—-one for 
beating the bushes and the other for 
throwing at the birds. The origin of the 
custom is to be found in the legend ac­
cording to which "there formerly lived 
in the isle of Man a very beautiful fairy 
who exercised great influence over the 
male population by means of her voice, 
enticing them into the sea, where they 
Were drowned. So long did this continue 
that fears were entertained that the is­
land would 1 o depopulated. Eventually. 
however, a knight errant of King Ar­
thur's Round Table appeared upon the 
scene, and he, having discovered a 
means of overcoming the fairy's charm, 
pressed her so hard with a plot for her 
destruction that she conld only save 
herself by taking the form of a wren. 
While she was in this form a spell was 
oast upon her which compelled her to 
assume the bird's form on eaoh Christ­
mas day and decreed that she should ul­
timately "die by human bands;'* hence 
the cruel banting of the wren i s kept 
up, and after the birds have been killed 
the children place them on ivy bushes 
and_ carry them around in procession, 

The biggest gold nugget Jcnown was 
found in 1869 some 40 miles north of 
BaHarat and was named "Welcome 
Stranger"—a very appropriate designa­
tion. It weighfd 184 pounds and repre­
sented over £9,$O0 is value. 

TBB BOARDED WAIST. 

one** gown and stays, the bottom of Hie 
V, of coarse, pointing toward the 
waist line ana the top pari rising to 
the level of the bust. Thejw pwdttthit 
leason hvee dOTBlt>p$d ta*p,$hjs» gleftd^ 
tjQar̂ TjMto10** *o flfiMWttfTplin* 
ohettei, Paqufa calls them. 'They are' 
three to four inches Wide i t the top and 
tapering %o a point at tija yraiat'4i»5s» -, 

These plsnqhettea fro itiierteti in the 
middle sad front side! of^he ''isSiffig^; 
aft^ tho fashion of 3wbslebon<», and the 
latin m vftlvet. of which the <Mjnai$M if' 
formed oan he drawn tightly over tiiem, 
io Una.1 theft sorfaoe is unraarwd by 
creana orwTinkle. and the stiff, straight 
line from bust to waists it m&iiitniHpd 
in a manner that wonld have moved tb.6 
women of 1845 td the deepest envy, 

The sleeves worn -with tbeyft eorgtige* 
•re an elaboration of .the old fashioned 
baby sleeves, and the tiusH ii outlined 
with soft fold* of tnousseHne do sole or 
ohiffpn. 

The uowest skirts to wear with these 
corsages are accordion plaited andoro 
made of roonKsoiine do soio, obiffott or 
not. V _,,.., ^ _-, ..:> 

Women In Joumalisra, ,, •• ' '. 
Ifrs^M. E. Saugster in « Jootqro on 

women in journalism js reported iu the 
Hew York Times as laying that the 
qualities whioh inhere in good houae-
keeping oome to the front in good news* 
paper work—qualities wbich the speak­
er Bammod tip somBthihgiu thi«w*J? 
The nowxpaper woman r»ju|fr l̂ ;$$$<> 
tomatJo, thowgh s ^ e l ^ U V ' W ^ V i t i : \^%^^t^?i^^i^'.$^am 

PACK THEM DAINTILY. 
$ : 

H o w Ohrtotina* Qtfta C»n Be 3$*4m M**b 
Slor© Attntctlv*. 

It is no waste of time to bestow 
thought and pains upon the doing vp 
of Christmas gifts. Half of the grt^e of 
the present is lost if it oome? rrom the 
hands of tht< giver to those of the re* 
cuiver carelessly wrapped in a torobled 
brown paper, or, worse still, in a newa* 
paper. The daintiness of white or tint* 
ed tissue paper, of bright ribbons and 
of neat boxes should always be called in 
to add to the attractiveness of the gift. 

The narrow baby ribbon that comes 
at 10 ounts fur a piece of ten yards is 
within the reloh of most purses, al­
though for tboso who have many gifts 
to tie op the handkerchief ribbons that 
are to be bud lor the nsi«. • »t dry goods 
stores are hardly less pn **.. 

White tissue paper is always Hntisfao-
tory, although charming effects maybe 
produced by the use of colored papor. 
A olover young woman put her wits to 
practical use io the fashion she chose for 
doing op Bomeoups and saucers she sent 
to a friend at the last holidays. Thore 
were four of them and a tray. This Inst 
she wrapped in soft green tissue papor 
and tied with narrow ribbon of the 
same shade. Then she tamed the onps 
upside down in their saucers, that thny 
might stand more steadily. She set eaob 
saucer in the middle of a round pieoeof 
violet tinted tisane paper, large enough 
to bring around and over the oup and 
have a large frill standing above. She 
gathered the paper together just above 
the cop with a bit of violet ribbon, and 
spread out the frill—she had previously 
out the edges in scallops—so that it 
looked like a big violet itsell 

Then she set tbe cups on the green 
covered tray and did the whole paroil 
up, first in a big double sheet of whltt 
tissue paper, and then in a neat brovrn 
paper. The bundle was delivered by 
hand, and it is easy to imagine the prat-
ty effect that was seen when the ootor 
wrappings were thrown book and tbe 
violets were seen on their green Bod. 

Bê a little lavish with your ribbon at 
Christmas time. If yon give a teapot, 
tie tb(5 cover on with a pretty ribbon-1 ing -wraps Are fit *fetj ppajtbl* fi»* 
not too narrow a one either. Secure (bap* and! eelor. Silks, velvet* ma 
your oards to your presents by ribbons. ' - w > 
Tie one around the book or photograph 
ease you giyn your friend. Pnt a bow 
of it on the handle of tbe whisk broom 
or the handglass. What if it nmsfc soon 
come off? It will be an adornment while 
it stays ou, and tbe ribbon can always 
be pnt to some use afterward. 

A Parisian Trick. 
The latest and most ingenious trick 

of Parisian pickpockets was recently 
played on a visiting Englishman. 

The tonriat took a seat at a cafe table, 
A frenchman sat pn the other side of it. 
He began to play with the lever of a 
selters syphon, when suddenly, and 
seemingly by accident, a stream of the 
aerated water struck the Englishman in 
the 'face. The Frenchman a'poiogiseed 
profusely and wiped off'the water with 
bis own handkerchief, After the oolite 
Frenchman bad gone the Englishman 
discovered that his purse, containing 
nearly £500, bad alee disappeared.— 
Pari* Correspondence. 

The seven wonders of the ancient 
world were: the pyramids of Egypt, 
the mausoleum of Artemisia, the tem­
ple of Diana of Bphesui, the,hanging 
gardens of Babylon, the (3oicsstts of 
Rhodes, tbe statue of Jupiter Olynopufl 
by Phidias aria the Pharos or wateb 
tower of Rhodes, 

* bag, «4tte«i4iriltt%t|(lJ&*'4# <*-? *fc -

tefiaJt, «&&«&. um^m * Umt' k*v\ 
tern & Mete! mt®»~ ** 4i)feHN>-*h*.: 
so that the vmtermaj? 4#t^!ieM'rlU|* 
out datigex of nMKMHu, <Qffiat 'W% 
on braM t*I»*». ruBij!n| fe tete^tm 
frotn t*4»1o .boW^i»ior4C)rt©Jigiil^^: 

affectmg th* ftp;H^ranWof t i l im^n} 
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lUe gift wew. tomlm *wm?m 
tfeaa of being ber owa ~ 
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jmmxigta engaged hibi ijioouversatwit 
o» the »ubje<5tof bmwiuf. Fiadiiijf bi« 
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••am to know * | ^ o^"#Wut brew-: 
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Coach, Linryetn 
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of system. She must grasp dotnils, make 
qniok dooisions and leawi liowto *«y «0 
with eviiry ppgaibleinftootioh, Sfeettwil 
be quiet mannered and «elf controlled, 
not losing her temper when things go 
wrong. / 

Mrs. Sangster ia also diiiuolineii to 
think that women in journalism will 
ever euporsede tneu i n any very p r̂qep-
WWe ^egrea .Wojnen ;have pablJene^ 
as well as edited n'ewapap̂ ratfthdpfeHod--
loali, but in «uoh exceptionai and ram* 
lyrectwring inatanoes, as to rather jwint 
tho asicrtion that women cannot corn-
pete with men iu thia particular than 
toeerveas »precedeu:t. r 

Evsninr Cloaks.- -
Cloaks for the opera and other even­

ing fnnotlona are decidedly elegant tbis 
aeaaozt end furnish snggoations ..for less 
costly wraps in localities where th6se 
expensivooneaarenotjnreq,uejt. Wan 

cloth are aft emp-oyed ihljieir making, 
andfnrsand le^esareenjpjoyedas'.iriin-
mings. 

An example itt long clpaks ia fnrriish-
ed'ih pale green satin lineia wltlfohirry 
-silk' aw»bavJ«g ^mm^Mf^^S^ 
lace ftpnlifttte. t, v̂ .-'r.«,-,»• f -
wMteTtipi A cape in hrldcjale. allE trim­
med with mink and having » aatSnliaed 
hood represents a faahion f̂ {> short 
wrap. A charming little bead wrap i$ 
of cream colored lace with; satin how 
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Wftkteti"l6^:ift#r»tiW!lotf-^»«i caw,; 
oroased Haselavettne -- iuia ̂ si idlid by. 
the ihfflrtejrt'- nt»t< JoJieMeiivtft^'n^ 
Suddenly a mail aWanig from Wfaina «n 
#fcirM«fto*<}^#fitt ;-.'*•;--•. '^ • '•'• •••«.. 
•WI;Wl̂ t,|roa»mO>MCj,F-' +f.r'- *•':'' 
. • **£-. ktoN^qmg.*. • mpM$Mm#lM>., 

"'> Tea felkiw hesitated, and, taking ad-

.^riijt tft follo^r kfc ' V ... ;..•-i* "''•': 
. '•*.; ~mmm'%f>t*»* p.. 
emiroir moire jllki are popakr 

X«ng»rKiaemito«inj»haTe.riia4etrwir 

m0iM& -iSfe/ $*itimHMt :«r|^k: 
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'^olirjg.i»p:leni| /.'.:..'.,;/>...^•'•'-^••. ..•." 
'? da«IJ^*T V ^|ai : ^"^ 
full around the bottom, oloae .fitting in 
the fcftiok aud ]po^; ftJQ^_dqubla,bafs«t«d 
ui frout, with deep rfitm acd ubiih 
lolUntODlIiar. ^ •» » -
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«o *hu the# joy p&mwmtit 
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BjtqBiflite H»me oarfja- io be«»ed J» 
dinner giving .are niade of bolting elolb 
plaoed ovot aeBoatt #br*ofs5rllbp»i* 
Pale $&% We. A»f- ) p r ipt «m«|r 
used, but tbe color' should be in keeping 
Witbtiie. decorations. On the bolUng 
cloth are amitaolo quotations* ' -
' ' E»f,5r|Blt*Mr4^i»rryi "tt ' 
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original drawings of fungi, fcj<Hdwin 
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The Atlas moth, 
adVnightflyia 
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