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WASMMGTQN LE'B'EB

conecunstmleAbum In thoe Postal
Service - Money Saved For Unle
Sam - An Envied Man.

{Special Correspondence. }

Pecple whe rent postoffice boxes .'m
large cities have recsived recently no-
tiees to turn in their box keys and re-
osive 830 cents of the 50 cents which
thcy doposited on each, the keys tu tr
reisned. Luck bLoxes, while they are
‘et ussd 20 much proportionately as in
the time when free delivery was an-
'kpown, are #fill an importans feature
d the postal service. They are furnish-

!‘kn.-l'er postoffices in governmaent
Baildings by the treasury department.

Second. —At Arst and second clam
pasipflices, the lesscr, by agreement in
Jba lease, usnally furnishes the box out-
b 1%

Thied. —Under existing law patrons
&% postaflioes may provids lock boxes and
ook dvawess for their own use under
ooaditions stated

Ferurth. —In all other cases boxes
;:a e furnished and kept in repair by

postimaster.
Wahy Bexss Arxs Previded.

Poxes are not fornished by the gov-
'ng nt to presidential offices of the
elase exoept where offices of this| |
efoss are in government buildings. At
e present ttme 38 third olass offfces

abe situated 10 government huildings.

Boxes are provided for postoffices to
apoommodate the patrons, for the con-
venianoe of the postmaster and as a

reo of revenue. Uuder existing law,
{8 presidential offices, or offives of the.
frst, sccond and third olaases, the box
genzs colleoted are included in the gross

sipts acoruing at the offices in mak.

g the .nvual adjustment of salaries

a¥ posemastere. These pustmpasters there-

indirectly ruceive a part of their
renta in the sam allowed as com-
sion. Under the act of cungress

od March 3, 1883, at foarsh glass

the box rents are practically al-

ed as & part of the compsnsation of
o postmasters. The regulation of box

ANIMALS' CHRISTMAS

t rates by the department has resalt- THE PART THEY PLAY IN EUROPEAN

in better acrominodationsto the pab- | ,

more noiformity in rates and an in-
ase of revenune.

Key Deposit Forfaits.

{]

Key depusits are oollected by pust- |
Mmasters as a securily againat tho lass of |
&eys The rate of depusit at postofices | §;
{poated in government buildings was re- ! L 33
duoed on April 18, 1895, to 20 oents.

At all other postoffices it was rBtiuced I
recently to the same figure. Depos-ts
are beld in trust by postmasters, but on
roturn of keys in goud condition they

OELEBRATIONS-
l Curious Customs hut Little K seuwn In This
{  Country

Among the wast pleas.
&n ing features of the uni.
¥) versnl good will that pre-

> vails at Christmastide in
the'old world is the kindly
dieposition shown to ex.
l #nd the enjoyment of the festivity to
| the dumb epimals, which just at this

aro returmed to depositors within S0 | seamon of the year may be said to bo

days after the boxes fo whioh they be-

long have been vacated. Deposits on
keys pot returped within 80 days are SO
declared forfeited and revert to what is Soand::;vnu;; (;eczx‘x:aﬁny zgd tﬁ“gtmt the
known as the key deposait forf&itare peasat . baxo TeO! 1IN
fund. The key deposit forfeiture fund ¢ of their cottages on Chrisimas
§a used to purchase new keys to replace
thao lost, broken or withbeld, which | ShSaf ol 0ate oF corm Zot the benflt of
anables postmasters to kesp op thetr | (2° little birds, while inmany Qistricts

full complement. In the past a surplus
has socmmulated under this acoount by and windowsills on the eveming of Dec.

reasan of the fact that the amocuut de-
posited to cover the key was comsider-
ably in excess of its cost

Loose Methods Oorrectsd.

‘The amount involved in each transao-
tion was small, and postmasters there-
fore did not give the matter the atten-
tiom it deserved. In ngmeroue ingtances

postmpasters were fonnd delinguent to

the amount of ssveral hundred dollars
at the expiration of their term of office
by reason of loose methoda. The depart-
ment was compelied €0 take action in
the matter and demand of them or of
their sureties that this amount be re-
funded. ing the 18 motslha ended
Bept. 30, 1808, eurploe funds to the
amaount of $16,486.67 have bgen turned
into the United States treasury as mis-
eellaneous receipts. The difficulties
above referred to will in ths future be
obviated by the reduction of the key de-
posit to a uniform rate of 20 cents per
k
> A Busineaslike Department.

This is only one of many reforms
which First Assistant Postmaster Gener-
al Jones has brought about. In a de-
partment employing bandreds of thoun-
sands of men and women and spending
€0 ruany millions of dollars every year
it is impossible to prevent abuses and
injustice. In one item alone—the hire
of olerks at first and second class offices
and special work in third and foorth
class offices—$11,000,000 is involved.
Rent, fael and light in first, second and
third olass offices cost §1,600, 000 a year.
Last year inspeotors wers pnt at work
examining the work deue and equaliz-
ing it. The resalt was a distribution of
work so as 10 naake a guin in efimency,
while $86,400 was saved on leages and

. $28,118 on clerk hire. ¢

The postoffice department is ope of
the most busivesslike of the executive
departmeats. It needs in every branch
of the service men of fine business jadg-
ment and executive.ability or the gov
ernment will be chented constantly, It
is mearer to the people than any other
department, too, and the postmaster
general is the envy of all the other
members of the president'’s eabinet,

CaBL SCHOFIELD,

“What's In & Name?”

The Swiss name for mistletoo is don-
norbesen—thunder besom-—and, when
suspended from the raftcsz. is believed
to protect the house from fire

| brought into more friendly and intimate
| contact with their masters than ot any
other time of the year. Throughoat

day & pole to which is fastened a large

grain is spread outside on the Qomrstep

24, The Albanfaps, the Montenegrins
and in fact nearly nll the races of the
sontbeast of Europe, irmrespeotive of
ocreed or natiphality, make a point of
distributing their first large Chrisiinas
meal cake amorig the oattle, ofter hav-
ing broken it on the horn of an ox,
while during the siege of Paris, when
each soldier of the beleagumering Ger-
man army managed to have his little
Christmas tree, however scant or poor,
got up on Christmas eve in remembrince
of the loved ones at home, nearly every.
trooper made a point of leadlug up his
! harse to gee his tree and to receive his

oocasion.

Only in certain districts of southern
Italy and in the islp of Man are excep-
tions to be found to this ruale, Thus in
Oalabria it is customary among the
peasantry at Christmas time to place
cake upon a table and to drive the oxen
around it, those who attermpt to taste
the food being sluughtered on the spot.
In the isle of Man the oruel pastime
known gs “hunting the wren,’ and
which dates back to pagan times, is
6till practiced every Christmasmorning,
all the villagers turming out, every
one armed with two sticks—one for
beating the bushes and the other far
throwing at.the birds. The origin of the
custom is to be found in the legend gc-
cording to which ‘‘there formerly Jived
in the isle of Man a very beautifal fairy
who exercised great influence over the
male population by means of her voice,
enticing them into the sea, where they
were drowped. So long did thiscontinue
that fears were entertajned that the is-
land wounld ! e depopalated. Eventaally,
bowever, a knight errant of King Ar-
thar’s Round Table appeared upon the
scepe, and he, having discovered a
means of overcoming the fairy’s charm,
pressed her so hard with o plot for her
destruotion that she could only mave
herself by taking the form of a wren,
While ahe was in this form a spell was
cast upon her which compelled her to
assume the bird’s form on each Chyjst-
mas day and deoreed that she shoedd ul-
timately *‘die by buman hands;*® hence
the oruel hunting of the wren iskept
up, and after the birds have been killed
the children place them on ivy bushes
and carry them around in procession,

. The blggest gold nmagget known was
found in 1869 some 40 miles north of |
Ballarat and was named *Welcome
Stranger’’-—a very appropriate designa-

tion. It weighed 184 pounds and repre-

I master’s ration of bread in honor of the |

PACK THEM DAINTILY.

More Attractive.

hands of the giver to thise of there-

brown paper, or, worse still, in a news-
paper. The daintiuess of white ox tint-
ed tissue puper, of bright ribbons and
of neat boxes should always bs called in
to add to the attractiveness of the gift.

The narrow baby ribbon that comes

at 10 cunts for a piece of ten yazds is
within the reach of imost purses, ol
| though fur those who have many gifts
to tie ap the handkerchief ribhons that
are to be bad for the usl'u * at dry goods
stores are hardly less pn ™
White tissue paper is always satisfio-
tory, althoogh charwing effects may be
produced hy the use of colored papor,
A olever young woman put her witsty

doing up some cnps and saucersshe gt
to a friend at the last holidays. Thore
were four of them and a tray. This last

and tied with varrow ribbon of the
same shade. Then she turned the oups
upside down in their sancers, that thay
might stand more stoadily. Sheset each
saucer in the middle of a round plece of
violet tinted tissue paper, large enough
to bring around and over the cup aud
bave a large frill standing above, She
gathered the paper together just above
the cop with a bit of violst ribbon, and
spread out the frill—she had previooly
out the edges ih scallops--go that it
looked like a big violet itself.

Then she sot theo cnps on the grewm
covered tray and did the whole parm!
np. first in & big dauble sheet.of while
tissue paper, and then in a ueat brown
paper. The bundle was delivered by
‘hand, and it is easy to imaginaths prote
‘ty effect that was seen when the outor
wrappings were thrown baok and the
violets were sean on their green bed.

Be,a little lavish with your ribbon at
Christmas time. Ef you give a teapot,
tie thé cover on with a pretty ribbon- !
not too narrow n one either. -Secute
your cards to your presents by ribbom,

Tie one around the book or photograph |
oase you give your friend. Puta how {

of it ou the handle of the whisk bromm
or the handglass, What if it mnst soon
come off? It will be an adornment while
it stays ou, and the ribbon ean altways
be put to some use afterward.

- ———— -

A Parisiag Trick.
The latest and most ingenious trick

played on a visiting Englishman.

A Prenchman sat on the other side of it.
He began to play with the lever of a

seemingly by accident, s stream of the

! aerated water struck tho Eng’imhman in

the "face. The Frenchwan spologixsi
profusely and wiped off “the water wifh
his own handkerchief, After the polits
Frenchman bad gone the Englishiman
discovered that his purse, contsining
nearly £500, bad also disappeayed. .
Paris (}'Grtesgondene'e

The ssven won&ers of the ancient
world were: The pyramids of Egypt,
the raausolenm of Artemisia, the tem.
ple of Diana of Ephemi, the hanging
gardens of Babylon, the Colossas of
Rhodes, the statue of Jupiter Olympus
by Phidias apd tie Pbaros or watoh

sented over £9,500 in walus,

- I

tower of Rhodes.

3

§] | the fashions dating back (01845, Thel .y,
B | Proneh ‘moediste Paguin suggﬁzﬁtaﬂ ahol o

got the straight, stiff effect by having
v ahaped p&daat Jair worn bat\wazgr

nowﬂhd&nmﬁm(;nn Be Made Mush

It is no waste of time to bestqw
thanght and pains apon the doing .p
of Christmas gifts. Half of the grazoof
the present is lost if it comes from the

coiver carelessly wrupped iv a tambled

practical ase in the fashion ahe chose for -

she wrapped in soft green tissuo papor |

{ Goals, bit 7n sioh exceptional ‘snd ma 1
gxecnxtiug instanpen, as to gather poins in f

of Paririan pickpockets was reseniy |}

The toorist took & seat at a onfe tablo, |

golters syphon, when suddenly, and |

Some Mﬁm &’DM

eiylo doin point of fagk a revival from|

{wovival, and Bernbardt lent heralf to

? Tithe ddes, and now, " a2 good author. i
ity “sa the ?‘w"g";rgk H&d‘ axtgllj

§) [deowes tight, stif hodices And fallis.
{ tkirts are en fait accompli. The mbob :

iy quoted says: Indeed, the tHgh

| tasixion's zoyaterica same Jittle times
| but the straight Hines from bt &mrazst
{are yotlittlo'warn. Paquin last year

THE BOARDED WAIST.

waiss line and the top part rising -to
the Tevl of the busk’’ Thése
feason hawe dava}omd into three alopder
toards—~almost to ambim; e plnn-
chettes, Paquin oalls them, ‘Thiey's¥e
three to four inohos wide &% t}m 301) y and
taparing to a point at the waiat lins,. .
Theso planchsttes ard uuextu&% the
middle and front aidey 6 the ‘CarEs,

fatin ({1{ yelvel of which w

for, an be drawn tigh yom
’gx t' thelr sorface is unmbek

creaap orwrinkle, and the stiff, lmlght

in o mopuer that wonld have moy

The sleeves worn with thesh cormg

with eoft folds of monl&elina dﬁ«lo
ohiffon.

net. - S s
Women Iaiournsm;n.

women {n journal
New York Times a8 myiug that tha

koeping come to the frontingood noyves:

‘er smrimed up aomathina An thisway
The newspaper wqmp
tomnatio, thaugh sho ™ [ :

of gyaten. Sho st § aam‘latqi}:, ma
quiok dooieions and leasn how to ‘A
with every possible inflootion, Shem
be quiet mauvered sand self’ oon
not losing her tempar when thit
wrong.

over supirsedo men in any very porg l)'
tihle dyree. Women heve published
sswell m editod nowapapars.aad’) ﬁf

8 amoution that women opunot. b~
pebe with men iy ‘this particﬂln' thm

Ennin: Olosh.

ing functions ars décidedly len;%nmthx
sopson and fornish. mggeltimae
cortly wrapé in. Jooalitios whore thex‘
eipensivi ones are notinroquet; Evmw 1
ing -wrapn ave ih eyory posible. gi

Abape aud ‘ oolor. TSiﬂm ’Velvau ii

oloth are uf} e’mpi'eiye:’i iiﬂ; ,B!f
and furs and laces mamplpye& (
mings.

Ap exsmple in !ong touks is Sﬁ fihz-
ed i “pile greon satin Bnsd withoh tz',y
wilk aoid having s.cape ol binckand,

uﬁ;ﬁe‘”ﬁpé A odpéin Y

Rh)

zﬁga (o ol

hood represents a fashionatln shork}
wrap. A charmiug 1ittle head wrap b1y

) EON

3 ’ me&m. o
'!‘mm Mﬁm Style Mfm hm
Pashionant 1840 -Bvening Wrapk: R &4

The nexv b(m!m‘eé wam whmh !ma %
jthe gloy of being  the latest X’aﬂm& ik

sleevea “arrived” with the ini@iawa in ~

one’s gowm and stays, the bottom of the }

pads thia

aftes the fanbion oryvha!ebanép, ngd the o

are an clahoratiop of the oldiiah!oned |
baby sleoves, aud the' linst s mtline& ‘

Mz M. E Snu{gnmrln a Jeiatumon taiid
is reported in the |you,

qualities which inbere in gopd- honse- |y

. Sangster is alio dilinol .ed io
think that women in journalism’ wﬂl {

%o-er*enh & precedent. RIS N

Cloaks for the opern and other eveu~ .

x'ﬁiiiif.. P
med with mink and baving s satitrfjned |

%oream colored lace wﬁ:ﬁ aaﬁn bow, -}

& dai‘nty %%Mi?ﬁ g
Christoxs githﬁfs;:ﬁ :
ag.tmaking is s iﬂa
T )

S Tt vt

fora y(mtyg

he gift wo o
| o mhe?ugl?exm.f e

V, of oourss, . pointing' toward thelo 0

line from busgt to waisl is mim;éuéﬁ% tpo
women of 1845 to the deepasbenvy, ’ g I

The nowest akirts to Wenr wi\‘m thesa b Ok
. coramges are arcordion plaited ' and arn|®
made of mousseline de #oie, obiﬂdn Q.': ; dak

paper ‘Work~qualities which the apemk- { temy
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