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- huddled in twos and t-htees aﬁeatiomm-

- BWAY.

“Dun’t try, honey,”” ‘that gond wom-
an returned, bending to kiss Tess] xose-
bud mouth. Then she drove away, snog
and emiling at her hushand®s elbow,
leaving Bstty to receive yot osher ma-
terial tokens of the dayof peace and
good will. They came from every hand
—fat saoks of meal andflour, applos,
potatoes, pregerves, homemads wine,
‘fiake crusted pies amd sogary erisp
sweet cakea.

Some way the snperabundanoe woand-
ed Betty, albejt, she know i was but
some slight exaggenation of the friendly |
peighborhood costom. She was, in fact,
a trifie morbid. She ‘wonld Bave re-
coived as gracioumsly and y as
any might but for thinking that the
giving had the spur of .her sapposed ne-
cessity.

“There is nobody else to send any-
thing. We can rest a little while,”
Trab said after sappee, but even =s he
spoke there came a thundering knock
at the front door. Nobody was there
when it opened, but they heard whetls
rolling away.

“Bah! Biind gooses! Don't yom see
the box? There! At your foet,”’ Marian
cried, darting past Trab and Pets to
snatch a equare wooden something from
the floor in front of hexr brothers. When
she had wrenched it open, there lay,
amid wrappings of pink and silver pa-
per, all manner of Christmas cakes and
Christmas toys, fireworks galore. and
at the very bottom a sorawly “slip,
‘“Tommy Adkin wishes his friepds
Trab asnd Pets and Patty and Marian
and Tess a very happy Christmas.”’

“Anpd ] am left ont entirely, though

Tommy used to claim me for bis sweet- |

heart wheu he wore dresses,’'’ Betty
sald, laughing to save hernelf from ory-
ing. Marian kicked the box oconternp-
tuaously, eaying:

“*We must be gettin popular when
My. Storekeuper Adkin thinks it worth
while to be guod to s, '

“Marian, Marian, ' Betty eaid. ** What
a speech, and. Christzmag too! 1 am
afraid I mnst make yon write and thank
Tominy, and remember, dears, Christ-
mas means above everything pesce on
earth and good will to men,*’

It Christmag makes folka good. why
dca't they let pappy coxne hamet”
asked with rouud, wet eyes: Patty was
staring bard iu the & Without stir-
ring she said over bhér dhoulder:
lieve ho will come, and Lightfoot too.
There 18 o road in the ire—a lang one,
~—and a wan<and & burwe coming along
‘L "

. » ® 'S - -

Betty slept dieamlessly that night,
but all the next day sh& was the prey of
nameless terrars,  Her mind went back
cobstantly to the beginning of the trua-
ble. It seemed to bur it bnd truly be-
gun when Johuny Gates, the riohest,
idlest, most dissolute wyoungster in the
oounty, came cvurting her and was sent
about his business. Yot he it was wha
had brought her word of herfather's ar
rest and in the same bresth had beg-
ged her tn marry him. When ghe gave
bim a frantic refusal, be looked at her,
his face growing har@ and white, his
eyes burning, tosay: '* Whatever your
father suffers, Betty, it will lie at your
door. Yoo might save him, and you let
him be disgraced, and all becanss you
fancy Ned Westfleld lovesyon. Maybe
he does, but I can tell you he will not
warry you. His father would sooner ses
him dead.’

She bad turned from him in allent
goorn, but how his dart rankled. It was
the smart of it, with a lator tannt tbot
the Westfields fought csates for either
loye or money, that had impelled her fo

- sell Lightfoot and pay a comnsel fee.

Yet only three weeka back Johnny had
come, humbly entreating her to Iet him
take her burdens and promiging vague-
ly great things for her fathor.

Onp little minnte Betty faltered; then
her heart held her in the right way.
8he shook her head an@& left him, and
when he ran after bade him never naxmne
marriage to ber again. He went away,
orying and cursing. She had mot ssen
him since and was devoutlygratefal for
the fact.

As it drew on toward mnset Betty
strolled ont to the orchard., Her moth-
er'a grave was there—beside it she
might dream a little of last year—and
the creamy, heavy hearted roses soxne
one had sent her mpon Christmas eve.
Bfhe had laid theya upon the. green
moand, though knowimg well their
source. Ned's first gitt, thoy were sa-
cred and belonged by rightto her holi-
est place. Snow fell snd coversd tirem.
They were beautiful for weeks, Now
a8 ghe looked at the flowerless swell a
great sob rose in her ¢

firoat. ‘She knelt

and prayed worﬂlesaly wiﬂl hex faoo up-

o the earth.

1 children were in - ¢he baokyard
of jay in what theirChristunas

E& 'ﬁgﬂg g‘he boy's had yeaﬁ?x?g

steexs, Pat:; gowe bechives, Teis

- “IBOY'T KNOW HOW T0 THANE EVERYBODY."
" young sow with four teeny woeay pigs

gud Marian a flock of hens with red,

. red combs and fine glossy neck feathers,
*“Ain’t they beanties?®” she asked, |

watching thew teeter and cognette im.
their roosting tree. It was a cherry,tig
-and branchy, and already half of them

Jenthebon&xy

TaﬁB’

~1 be-,

“That%;@hﬁﬁmwm!%%”m
- !zm whid ducisively. Tess stooped to

| answered refectively, 1 like Sarsh

en a trea.’

look fine, hangin up in a codar bnsh?'
Pote aaid in gasps, langhing as he had
not done for weeka, ’ nodded,
“Ap put an Patty’s bees, too, an then
send for Tommy Adkin to distribute the
prosents, My, but J'd like o see him.
Both his eyes would e shnt a week. '’
Betty, coming hack to them, apeped

ber lipa for ‘genile reproaf, bas befare
she spoke it they caughs her in tumul
mnui qm&

3

Coms in to ths fire, sister. I *most
thonght you was lost,’® Tess deolared,
néstling clase to her,

v8, do come. | put an egg to roast

for yon,’’ Marian said, catching the
cther hand fast, while Trab said discon-
toutedly: !‘f wish it wounld got good an
dark. My firecrsckers are juss achin to
go oft.™

Patty was already indoors. They
found her again staring at the ire, Mazr-
jan pulled her braided hair, Trab 8ip-
ped a chestout against her cheek; still
she did not rouse from ber rapt coptem-
plation ontil Betty bent and said saftly,
“‘What is it, Patty, dear?’

*It’s all crumbled down,’’ Patty said
with a little impatient sigh. ‘‘But the

|

“PAPPY! PAPPT] FAPPY HAS COME HOME™
same rosd was in the (re—the same
mab ap horse—an it warries me that 1
can’t find out if they are comin here.’

, “*We'll know whap thay gos: here, '’

Trab began. A bajl . cut
ehort. %l?::g, the w:ti‘:%: og, guv?";
long, joyous how] that sent all pallmell
| to the door. Throngh. the dusk they
oould make oot moving fignres at the
gate. It swung in, some one darted
through and canght Betty and Jfess 1o
| the clasp of freinbling arms, while the
| other children shouted wildly: **Pappy!
Pappy! Pappy hos come homel’”

As he loosed Betty Ned Westfleld
caught her haud. He meant only to give
ber frieflily greeting, but Unole Billy
Trotter behind bim sung ont,. “Ef ye
don's kiss her right here an now, Ned,
I'll never vote ner 'lectioneer fer you—
never in the world. ™

So Ned kissed her handsomely in the
face of them all. E‘Jo tather at his back
said with a beaming smiler

“So you thought, Betty, I did not
want yon for a danghtaz.”’

Tees, high in her father's arma, hroke
in gravely, ‘‘Botty is our daughter, an
uobady else ocan't have her, bus if you
come in we have got a heap of Christ-
 IAas, A1 you may bave some fer bringin
pappy bome. '’

‘“Tirey may bave it all fer bringin
Lightfoot * Trab said as he clong fast
to the peo of his recovered treasnro.
Betty turned to Ned.

““Tell the, am I awake?’ she agked.
**1 have dreamed 60 often. Tell me, too,
when you began to work miracleg. !’

It ain't nothin short o' a merakle—
anybody gittin that pore, lyin Toad
Barlay ter apeak tlie truth,’”” Uncle Bil-
ly said, taking Tess from her {ather's
olasp. As Mr. Waltop met Betty's in-
quiring goze he smiled and said:

‘‘Yon will have to let Ned tell yon,
desn All T kidw is that ¢this morning
a pardon was read to me, I wastold my
friends waited outside, and there I
found Ned, Tobe Pellew and Uncle Bil-
1y, and all bent on bringing me home
vmh a bmrrah.”

Neg told briefly yet qleaﬂ{}p

Burleyy hait plotted with Johnny Gutes
and a réclrless stranger whom they later
spirited away against the godd name of
Betty’s father; how Burley had person-
ated Mr. Walton in carrying’off the oth-
er horse, and sftarward put the beawt
thie stranger had got in the trade baok
vyhe:e it hag' been fixst stabled by its
ownor. Then poor Toad, és the agent,
of the Obristmas conspirators, had seeh

and hpard whot had sent him straight
to Ned Westfield and confossion. ‘'O
conrse I Jef him go free,’’ Ned wound.
P '#.’Eie:saa!bm'l‘eexﬁs pow, bt his
‘mm i not " Binfley, apd: ﬂawin wiab | $22

e BTy et <

well enough to tell him ou

o’ lightnin tér the ‘Edlenoy, found th
z;:thgj foller =n got his ;ﬂeymﬁta * Un-
il vgi&h a fresh an
vigdré&b éfx nokle. ﬁp‘ve hx?:: a
lienvesily sﬁx‘b‘!e, then pue of arms againh

{about’ bey father’s neck, saying:

*‘So long as we hare him home free
and sound and safe it does not matter in
ihe least how it came about.”’

“‘Yes, it does,*’ Marian said, olinch.
ing her fists hard. Then through a rain
‘of tears: “I-—I cain't hate anybody,
not even Johnny Glates, like I want to.
I am so glad to gee pPapPY agam, the
hate all s’lipa away."”

“‘But love and peace abide £orever,"
Ned whispered in Betty '3 ear, and Trab
said slowly ps they allkgvent inside:

another huppy Cbﬁstmas. ”

Colebration of Chﬂstmu.‘
The celsbration of Christmas is aaid
by the churoh historiang to have been
‘ormally instituted by Pope Telesphows,'

‘ vho dxeﬂ .&. D 188

| Lizabeth e! she an her babiea can’s go-
*‘Ob, say, weuldn's Logan en Bright §

. mth"%r?gg;gé %‘g‘gii“%?

I aw in o harry for, Qlwm, o |
““But | d, ail %'él & ﬁt
botw et ers .

““There dever was jn the world sneh |
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ABUSE OF THB ?OSTAL 833?38

"Postmnstey Genernl Bmun‘ﬂmu Proe
Satt Agningt Free Tramportation
of Cartaln Mamer—Fima to'!
Mnake the MOO Self-
Swstnining.

W asaigToN, Deo. A
test againss the abuse of the postal ice:
is made in the annual report of FPostmas-
tor Generml Wilson. He quotes fguros
which show an exochs of expenidifures ovir

which, howsver, ia a decreass in deficiency

of §1,670,056. \
This satisfactory exhibis for the pash
yearhus boen made possible, the postmas.

bri t or pushing oollection on
bongds tely after defals, which is
the anly safo pmctice for the intersats of
the government and those of &he obligors.
The postmaster gencral says that he thinks
congress may properly grant reliof in casoe
of handship and tnjustioo following coliso-
tion after the lapse of years by a goeneral
bill or otherwise.

The repurt says: *Notwithstanding the
gratifying increase in the earnings of the
department. which would have been fully
up to if not In excess of my estimate for

iness activity in its elosing moaths, dus to-
the uneertainties of the political campalgn
ahout o hegin, the total deficlency, even.
sfter-omittipg the amount credited to the
Pacific railruads, waa $,127,085.44, which
was o charge on the geneml tremsury..

Thbere Is no Recessity for this anoual de
fieit. The departnent ts powerloes-to pre-
vent it, but & fow lines of amendment by

It has lta chicd source in the =
at scoond plass mtes of 8 largn angd
increasing volumne of mafter nover in the

fon

nd aswredly outside of the pule.

lr'v of tf lasw ad to newspapers and perl-

odicala.”

to protect the postal servics from thtl
waste of its carnings and the tax payers
froms the largy hurden lmposd. oo them,
by the wgufar deficit.  Bug, it says, up.
now, the combinations and  active off r?’
of the benefielarles of thib mbuse have
postmaster guneral says he would haye
verse the auccessive rulings through which
this inrad un the servi mggba! been effoct-
ed, and to exclude fro:
ond closs rates tho soch
other pubumtt;zn!: not lrn the - policy al the
law, but for ope of the ensotnent of

what Js known us the Loud bil) now pend-|
ing:in the house,

This would have imposed upon thone §,
who profit at tho public sxpense by axist.f
ing practices the neceislty of

toraticn of thelr special priviloges. .
says: “The inorcase in the wolghy

matter is estimated at 8
The postage reveriue moa

Jéﬁ‘ﬁ

transportation, cost $87,020,000;

revanue recoiveld at 8'¢ mills per ppund,

of nemrly §25,000,000,
“But this doos not cover the full lpss to
the g-ovornmenc on second class matiar.

Set; com O Ml

pub leBt_md officlal ﬁia , 88 above :gted,
e use anid remital of publlb bufldings

provided tor the postoffice department, we

have as the grest welght of all non-gov-
ernmental matter handisd by the malls
during tho last fiscal yearan ato of
512,097,5% pounds. The gross Thonsy ox-
penditures of tho department, were, ag al-’
ready stated, $90,626,206.84 and ihcluding’
the earnings of the Pavific railroads, to
wit, $1,608,808.60, an expenditure of $03,-

186,185.53 to hundle this matter. It thus
ap, that from two-thirds of the mu’ :

was less than one-thirtieth «of the cost. .
mafl eervice,’’

the proposed 1-cent letter
est poatage In the world.

such reduction while two thirds of o
thafl mattér - havitied at's small frieti *
of its cost, ; 1d the deflcits off:hedepun-
ment in con.sequence aggregated in 11
yoars (since thoact of March 8 }ﬂm
enormous sum of §71,877,450. .

The estimates for the current ﬂml year

>
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ton, former deputy city  comgrtroll
18 under o cloud pending the iﬂvakfgaﬁiw

sxraigned in police, B charga
' .:33 that he had convertﬁm X .
the sum of $1,500. Harritgto q:mded \

not guilty and was held’
jury. His bsiq was ﬂxeﬂn

Cornell Foothall Sesson Profiablo.
Itnaoas, N. Y., Dse. 8.-~Cornell clores

.00 above . ﬁzen The
game was well a ded, but the .
were large, and ate up the proﬂtn.

ot the "Pennsylvania
general uﬁﬁ

gro-| o

recelpts of §5,157,088 for the pams fisoal year, | &

as compargsl with she previous fsoal year|.

the fismal vear bat far the halting of bus- |

aaplaly {

The feport recttes ahe strentous efforts.}}
of the pusp L0 seoure iegtﬁqﬁﬂu designeq |

parried all appesls of thedepartmeng. The |-
taken the responsibility to modify and te- §

benefls of sco- | hes
libraries and}

As to second dluss matter the mpqgs -

ond olas matter for the yeay whs 06‘0 o1
000 pounds, as against 18,000,000 pound:._

8% mills per pound. Thus, w.oooouu ~~‘-,
pounds in round numbers, a4 § conts for|.

$2,006,403, . loss on transportation alone | =¥
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