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“GOLDEN MISTLETOE

THE WONDERFUL TREE IN A BEAU-
TIFUL GROVE.

Yegends of the Gloomy Vale and Death
of Balder the Beantifal—Agpcients Re-

lieved That Trees Could Feel Pain—Ro- |

" man and Greek Mythology.
. Und grun des Lebens goldnoer Ban;;.

The sacred books of the Buddhists
prove that in the early days of their
religion a question which deeply agi-
tated the minds of the lsarped was
whether or not the trees fand souls, says
a wiiter in the Philudelphia Ledger.
The controversy raged strongly, for the
belief was widespread that in injuring
or mutilating a tree propeortionate pain
was inflicted an its spirit’s nature.

‘The same idea creeps ount again and
agzin in Greek and Romap mytholegy,
and the folklore of every country and
people in Eoropse is full of it, and at
such seasons as Ohristmas these primi-
tive customs are actually practiced.

The numerovs German and English
songs and cfferings to the apple trees
are still heard and seen on every Christ-
mas Ovid in his '* Metamorphoses’ tells
the beauntiful story of Erisicthon's im-
pions attack on the grove of Cerea and
bow the Greek dryads and hamadryads
had their lives linked to a tree, and as
“this withers and dies they themselves
fall away and cesse to be. Any injury
to bough ar twig is felt as a wound, auqg
s wholesale hew@g down puts &n end
to them at once. A cry of anguish es-
oapea them when the oruecl sx ocomea
near.”’

It was thia establisbed bslie? that
produced such lines as:

Loud through the air resounds the woodman's

strole,
¥When, lo! a voice breaks from the gro-nlnx

9?:1 , epare my life, & trombYiog virgin lpl.'te!
Oh, Hsten to th’e bamadryad’e pguyer

No lunger let that fearful ax rescund

Preserve the treo to which mlnhle 1s bound.
B8sn, from thoe bark my blood torrents

1 taint, ! eink, 1 perish from your blows.

» Aocepting, then, this prevalent faith
in the eptual life and soul of the treas,
wom ?pass on to the subjeots on band
—the golden bough or mistletoe—the
olamno gloomy vale and its looality,
wharein the legend of Balder the Beau-
tifu) and his death by the mistletos
shaft are in tonoh with the anoient doo-
trines of tree worahip.

It is often stated that Virgil gave this
nams of the golden bough to the mistle-
toe, whareas be anly cornpares it with
the mistletoe.

In the sixth book of the *' Kneid'’ he
tolls us bow two doves, gniding Kneas
to tho gloomy vale, in whosoe depth grew
the golden bough, alighted upon a tres
‘“whence shone a flickering gleam of
gcld, As in the woods in winter oold,
the mistletoe-—a plant not native to its
treo—is green with fresh leaves and
twines its yellew berries about the
boles. Such seemed upon the shady oak
10 leafy gold, so rustled in the gentle
breeze the golden leaf.’* WVirgil does not
say it is the mistletos, and yet what
clso? Its identification is perfeot. .

The pout locates the gloomy vale in
the neighbnrhood of Lake Avernus, but
Italian tradition, as recorded by Servi-
us, points to the grove of Nemi, Ariocia.
Now the story of this Arician grove is
embodied in Macaulay's lines:

gy
Those trees in whose dim shadow

The ghnst!y riest doth reign,
The priest who slow the slayer

And shal himeelf be elain.

.. In days of antiquity in this beautifal
grove grew a wonderful tree, round
which a prowling figure, sword in hand,
seemed to be constantly expeotant of an
attack from some enemy. Yet he was
the priest of the grove, and, by the or-
der of his office, he wonld some day be
killed by the claimant who wished to
suncceed him. To gain his position he
had slain his predecessor, and, in conrse
of time, must himself be alain, Such is
a brief context of Strabo’s version. The
brauches of the tree might not be bro-

~ ken, except by a ruanaway slave. This
" bough gave him the right to challenge

the priest, and, if successful, to assurne
the title of ‘‘king of the w. Tra-
dition tells that thi» was the bough
which Aincas plucked before he jour-

. neyed to the lower world,

In the familiar story from Norse

mythology of Balder the Beautiful we ‘

rocall the facts that he firit dremmied
and had great foreboding of evil, yet he

belonged neither to earth mor hesven, |

His follow gods, anxious to piotect hifm,
took an oath from fire, air, carth and
stonds, trees and plmﬁ, iok-

water,
 nelbses dnd poison, birds, ‘cveeping thihgs

“‘and; four footed beasts thust they shounld
not injure Balder.
Being thus invalnerable, the gods

amusged themselves by throwing atones
and Jogs at him. Then Loki,-the mis.
chief maker, discovered that 2ast of |

Walhalla grew the mistloton *‘thiat |
leemed too young and imnocemt ¥

" Palling it, he placed a branch |

d Hodur’s hands, who threw and
mok Balder dead. Then his body was
placed on his great ship Ringhor; the
- {uneral pyre was lit, his faithful wife,
Nanna—whose tears had £allen on the

fatal branch and begn turned into .
arly bertics—and bis warliorse were |

geurned with him as the ship drifted
away toward the porthern sky edge.

Now, whon we reoall that the sacred |
gacrificial fires wore kindled periddical-
- 1y, we can read plainly and. clearly the

-~ myth of Balder. He waa the trbo apirii, |
ssored ok’ which oduid

‘the" benusitul -
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ocwe:ponn of mortais. Hut the oak
murE be cut down for the ssered fire,
and only in its heart life—themistietoe
~—gould it be wounded. When it was

?Iue.kod, tho mighty tree tottered and

A chrmmu Workbu'.
A limple and pretty arrangement for
- B Wi
r ailk and cutoff just enough of the leiigth
‘of the matex;xai to cover two donble
m:n cirpalar pasteboard the size
all tea plate. Place two and two

together, like & pocket pinctishion, hav- |

ing previoosly gathered each end of the

ailk on t6" the wrong side of the board | ]

in tivé form of a long bolgter duse, sow-
od together to within & quarter of syarﬂ
of the conter, which s left open, and
after overstitching the two edyes of the

| onvdboard -ornament eavh with a fall
h onve side [y
of the|

loop . of wido estin ribbon,
finidhing off with & sylich:
sawe. Wher held. tageﬂm by & loops, | from
the censter falls o4 soft -which in
very effestive sndwill kﬂﬁi“

I» to take one yard of china

nmoml nowm hiave ﬁm adaptou;
in warious cormtries, asfollowi: Girevos,

' violot; Canada, lugnr mplm Egypt, 1o~
tus; England, rove;
luoe; Germany, comﬂ‘ower; Ireland,
shxmrook; Yealy, lily; Prusais, $odes;

4 azsm

Saxtny, mignonette; Sootland, thistles ]};,

Spain, powegranate; Wales, levk.

; floweridet;
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The very poculinr shoory hns of :m {wola

been’ propoursded that
partske to- any sxtent of nalt.
have large teet. ‘Thewomen of Holland,
Germany and even England g;qo&;l
88 exaxaples, while the women of the
y ino aonnmas——l“'ranoe, Bpain and ita-
y~—are, on the other haud, Iamgd
thbir emall and shapely feot,
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A trip between London and Pazis wns
i |

recently made in 6 howrs and, 89
ated. From London fo Dova:;,, 78,34 |
mailes, sook i hour and 29 minupes; the
pasmage of the channel, 35 miles, ook |
1 'honr and 15 minutes; and the tun
bpam to Pavis, 1855 milex, wis
|fande in. 8 hows and $4 minatew, xa
83.1‘5 mﬂu, Wiuam i
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