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SEAI0FT5E 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE CAN 
IT BE BROKEN. 

Wherein the Secrets of the ConfessionJI5 
Differ from Professional Secrets. 

A writer in tha Providence Via. 
itor throws light upon some cloudy 
comments and deductions oo and 
from a recent event id England 
where a doctor was heavily Sued for 
disclosing professional secrets th>t 
0<*me to hio ku^wledge iu tbp sick 
room. We quote from his excellent 
essay as follows; 

Aueot the case of Dr. Playfair.the 
eminent Loudon practitioner who 
was lately mulcted iu heavy dam
ages for betray iug the secrets of the 
sick room, the secular papers, Eng
lish and American, have been laying 
down the law about medical "privi-
leges" with singular emphasis and 
unanimity. They aBpute as that the 
secrets of a physician are as sacred 
as those of a confessor, Now this 
doctrine fa quite incorrect. Between 
the secrets of the sick room and the; 
secrets of the confessional there are 
differences eo profoaBd^dtffe^eBdet 
in Data re and extent—that it makes 
one wonder b0W the newspapers 
cjuld fail bo note them. ** 4 

Secrete are of three kinds By a 
natural secret is meant any fact 
learned either by chance or by in-
qairy whose revelation will work 
injury to the fair fame of the person 
or pensons conceined. Again, if the 
owDOT of *"§eoret, learning that an
other person ia in possession of the 
facts, persnades that person to give 
a guarantee of silence, we have a 
case of secret of promise. Again'; 
suppose the owoer of a secret, wish
ing to enlist the services of a pro
fessional man in complications aria-
iug oat of tfhat aeoret, exposes the 
whole matter, the professional man 
so consulted is bound to silence not 
only by tine law of natural secrete 
bat also by an implicit oontraot. 
Here we have a case of a secret of 
trust. Secrets of trust roust be sa
credly kept against all comers, un
less their keepiang entails injury 
to some innocent outside party or to 
the community at large The reason 
of the exception id easy to aee. 
When there is a conflict of rights 
the better right prevails. The rights 
of the innocent are to be preferred 
before those of the guilty, and those 
of the commonwealth to those of an 
individual. Dr. Play fair was con
victed of violating a secret of trust. 
His case, apparently, was one to 
which the exceptions just noted did 
not apply. 

Now we torn fto the consideration 
of the secret of the coufeasianal^aBd, 
in passing, we warn our readers 
against certain novelists who,etrain-
ing after dramatio effect, have pre
sumed to handle this tempting but 
difficult subject. 

Like the physician and the law-
yer, the confessor is bound toseefecy 
with regard to disreputable facts 
learned in the exercise of his official 
functi(*is. Hefa held by the law of 
natural secrets and by the law of 
implicit contract. But be is bound 
by another and mightier title, the 
title of religion. So that a betrayal' 
of confidence by e confessor would 
in addition to tie two;fold sin of 
breaking the laws Just mentioned, 
entail the further guilt of sacrilege. 
Again, a professional man majr, un
der certain circumstances, and in 
despite of the implicit contract, dis
close a professional secret But the 
law of silence upon a confessor is 
absolute—admits of no possible ex
ception. Neither the interests of in
nocent persons, nor the interests of 
church or state, nor the confessor's 
own interest*", not yet the interests 
of the penitent himself, can ever jus
tify the violation of sacramental si
lence. This law holds after the 
death of the penitent. Moreover, 
unless the penitent give license to 
speak, the confessor, outside the tri
bunal, is bound to silence towards 
Mm precisely as towards other per
sona. The secret of uhe confessional 
is God's secret. And because this 
is so, not only is the confessor bound 
to keep it, but also all those persons 
who either toy accident or design or 
by repsrt come to a knowledge of a 
sin related/in the sacred tribunal. 
Interpreters, those who overheard a 
confession either by accident or de
sign, imfloaters masquerading as 
gennine^priests, those to whom such 
pteqpvns relate what they know, are 
all hound by the seal. 

have said thaithe confessor if 
bound by the divine law to siiflittee." 
The precept in implicit, bfttnous the 
less rigorous. It is, moreover, not* 
merely positive precept extrinsic to 
the sacrament, but follows from the 
very institution of the sacrament, 
Christ, who baa bound men to the 
confession of their gsieyoas sins as a 
ooadition lor obtaining forgiveness 
of them, has aleto appointed the 
means, wUhonjt whioh the end He 
proposed to Himself in setting npthe 
tribunal of penance coold hot be ob
tained. Now the seal is such a 
means.._ Suppose He bad left no fur
ther obligations upon confessor* 
than those ondet which professional 
men are bound- Knowing tb%t epn? 
feasors might, in the jnterelts of the 
innocent or of'.the community, be
tray their confidence, Jjo^ffiany sin
ners would consent to goto confes
sion T Qdipns enough ejren with its; 
present safeguards, confession with
out the divine Iswof''the seal woijltfi 
be practically useless and altogether 
intolerable As % matter of fact,; 
Of Lngot tells us that he remembers 

to have readT thM:»TOQ»g | ^ Jtby^»*t . «, -•, ^Jr?-,*r7^r:-*"Hl*v,*'*f''" 
einians-confession 
into djsnae owing to t&e loose prao** Vh""'*""-— , - - - i ^ 
tiees of confessors MRpng the achis-
m a t i c i . • '•_• '.••-•--.;">.. r-

Some have imagsued.thii-thB obli-
gation of i*OT*nient|r fl11eni?erls" of 
ecclesiastical law. The Church has, 

I teWsui'e, legislated on the subject, 
bat her legislation ie snpplemehtary 
rather than fundamental—just like 
the law of oonfesBion and commu
nion J I f the injbiigatlon were foindta-
mentally of "oclesUstical origin, 
then the Pope, a» the supreme eoele. 
aiascicat legislator, coold di»penie 
frotn it. But no Pope has ever, done 
sp, nor wilrany'Gatholfto consent to 
hpld that any Pope oan erecdoeo. 

The fidelity of bonfesiipis toihe 
sacred brnet laid upon tbem by the 
Ponnder of the tribunal of penance 
is one of the glories of the priest* 
hood., Ther&Jbave been prieats who 
fell away from their high estate, but 
God 8eemB,in tbeintereat of the sac
rament o f the res orrecUon, JtSshiTe 
exeroieed a special providenos to in
sure their silence. Among, the sainta 
there is one martyr.at least, to th<? 
eeal^-St. John NOpomnoene, whp 
was put to deajib by the king1 of 3oS 
hernia for refusing, to repeal ih& COD-
festioh of the queen. Only a week 
or two ago the Sacred Heart Bsvisw 
retold the touobuog story of the 
Polish priest, Who, #hen falsely 
charged with murder, and scorning 
to betray the confidence of the real 
erknioal, submitted %to degradation 
at the hands of the bishop and to 
twenty years, imprisonment in the 
mines of Siberia. At last the truth 
was told, and an ordep of ̂ release was 
forwarded. But it loaide »»• late. 
The priest had digd^a thartye Iphjlt 
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^^#Witt^ ;^^fu _ ' * ^ ^ ^ 
W'laMt.'BJW 

--to-•ink cmtsx*?* oV iniaslf* 

An old sRBseribes r£q«en« th* ^ritenHnrr 

''K*rî  tpp^prl^;for,s^t :§m4ly^<*»«i»fi 
la the mystical tiim of the teaople, s 

In the <l«sm-h*unted dimof the dtyy 
The sunlight spolse «oft to the »b»<iowii - . 

A»d said: ,*WH& my gold and yM* t*f¥j 
Let usteWBtat »he«hrine<3f ItteSTftxra* 
': And ere hejr fair feasip^n x**j'-1 - • ^A 
Let us weave tie^e. a mantle of glory, 

To declc the last evening of. $&$$** : 

And the step* Seadfais up to ibo statssr 
Fladwid bright with the meil'rftd iteftllv 

T*te«unbetis» <eime down frarm As ^|v*W» 
••' Like «PBC18, to h*Uow the scene, 
Andtfefey ''permM to kneel do^nwitl) In* 

. ^ _• tbadows ' . . — , • ' 

Th*t c«pr toihe*hrine«f theQ«iM!».; 

Tbe sihetfS, tfeisir hearts in th«lr "v^c?!,,. 

Anc^ this iasl; beftfcjing w*ve,«l'th;e-'^pia*: 
And there-s|t tjbc ^uetn-Virgin'* a l tw-* . 

Tfte'sna;*#e1hettimtleof to ld , . 
While :th«'iua4> o l the f wllisrat wtreweav 

* .Tht#;bajm^h«» | i - |H^ft f t#»d;Jo»r^ 
They pora j^c birfght Muft«£ t^&aaVtBiw 

The? wort'tH^part _w|jt» • t i i m #*»*«.: 
And Beneath tHeti &i»^ildr©Bi«rftre l^isj^. 

V:'. WfecHie'ifacf .̂ wlW'«fa^*fJow^--, v ..'.- I • 
Se«Ttoed;s1nlesa, in" lm&.tfet iMlnfsl . •. 

And *6e)e|»,|n i % fall of WW*. •* ] 
Thek head*'wwe t i e veil of AaHly, 

Their brows wore the wreath of the rote, 
And their,hearts, like tfceirflntterl«Mb*n. 
>.' -..nersi.''-- •. - • ' • ••.•••' • 

' .We^»^sttIlfed:^»al|o^»po»ffi«. , '.-
Their shadowless* eye»Fcrcupkft«d, . 

Whose gludgsMwouli/itverdlacioi* 
That from eye* ta$t *rtMa.ptt Jjlv tfee 
.; ..-'• .'heaven* ;''/'-'"' - •-.. A[ r „" 
:- Tfc6'4arkAin:Of"t,ewilso^e»tfffWf, •-'*-

- '• . , * . • • ' ' • * • , 

The h«noert'w^Jcbottie 4<J tht ti#mJf, 
i Beneath! thegj,« group ftt»ss e»fc]h %|ftdf 

And they .bent their "bright Mi$ for the 
"- b l e M W K * ~ •'.'•'•• 

. - 'That^IWwa'tW^eirVUfied &itt4* 
Andhedgned the thic« f«ir, «ilken *tand-

With.a»iga^«rf«i i»nW^lt l»t i iadr-f 
What.ltip-W t h c » ? - The. 'bmm oftib* 
.--. ,;«v«nwg? . - • - • - - , ., .• 

OrabrentbfronithefarangeMand? 
TbW CJtnte, two. by tw&t Wlh» 4ltW* 

The young, and the put* and f«ir, l 

Thair ffccei thenifero* of H**v«U, 
'Ij^r'nmdAloldihjljpi^iyia' i^ytri : 

They came for «,*iqjpleblB*iribb<aj, .•/ 
And l-baliav*, with tiia. Children «# »ary* 
i :#Tfac:Ange'l»'of Waf f w*ri"tlj|»W. • 

Ah. faith * gftepltf faith of m*ciljdWaJ 
YDtt itill «name tBfr fattt of |he o l d ! 

Ahi lovfel simple.'loye'ofthi little, 
You.itill #afm the love of the cold 1 ' 

And thebeautif nl God Who i* wandering 
Far out in the world's dreamy wold, 

Finds a home in the hearts of the ehildran 
And a rest with the^amte pi th»fold* 

W&£' • «|RRNf ARIi'S. 

Fivt 8t«d««t« $mm& 'v^&fagmtit 
^ • ' - " ^ / t ' - H ' V 

•of mMm0^im^x^--i^Miiik 

* "£k 9 :otelo^;'#i*^-/«^Bg::alt^ 
students of St. Beraard'a' seminary; 

: iffl hfe ordlll^^lMI-BfliMtt and »«T«« 

|moii3?;#l ORd^fclt-««ft <rf-*|»«io|i-

*m> *»s4e«i* t#r* ordliaed wiWa 
lh^h|w«3t»»rr and tSwa itpfcop^ift 
o « » e t the MTttim, mhm.ty 
M^-BWWJP^.*i».tteWkw' i n f t o 

.*wto^;;^r'gfcv^%rittifa^';^i gk 

NUNS BACK ~m0W%nP&&:^Mp... 

Two Slstetiof St . Frahcis Return f;om 
K . '•/• Hawaii for a ReaC' -:t_ ,"..• 

Stucvais, \ May • i9-,<rShi»g %0-
wica, with eeteh other ewters of thue 
orderbf StFr*noiis , l | f t%ra^^ 
the Hawaiian iaJa^dt;thirisi»j»i yaare 
ago to nnfae the leperal Witi Si* 
ter De Sales wbo left here iv# ys^N 
ago, she returned to this cliy to-day 
broken in health and seeking rest 
and recuperation. Sister JUsMwica 
wastold by the physicians tkAt the 
change of climate, the tcip and a 
complete rest would rtsfcsrs k«r 
health. , All told fourteen sisters 
hare gone from thie cl%, aai flfettt' 
Lodwica was- among faf^ffifo-
knew Father Damian well and speak 
highly of hii life of self saorilfice^ A 
brother of his is now in #harge of 
the Island whereon !w spent has life 
for the benefit oHbebopeieBaJlepers. 

The sisters Irom this city are on 
duty in ffbidluln s o l i^s i|rise 
islands, to which lepers are sent 
when the disease becomes pro* 
nounced. The two Sisters visiting 
here are stationed at the Lstfisr hos
pital in Honolulu. One ialaai I sss t 
apart for the most advanced oasss, 
and there are on this island two of 
the Sisters from here. 

It is doubtful if these will ever 
again be permitted to leave the 
island. With extra«fd1sm(r •»»• 
and the knowledge of ths diasase 
that has been acquired <s ywssat 
years, the Sisters say there is little 
danger of catching the dwease, and 
none of tjhe party of fourteen ifoni 
here expect to contaaet it. 

. Loud C&B lor Boston Shopping Whg* ' 

At Likly's. New assortment at 60c I 

$^ t> t V ^ * r > ^ i ^ N ^ ^ Hea>«i ? 
Heard yOu «ver the aeiwhenitsiitfit • 

^etUnilPtdfc *hfr *orfi ft*h*«W 
••..' b n t i g s .• -' «a - •• 

IFrom ^ • ' t e ^ ^ ' . s ^ B w ^ l - ' W s A t 
- . "-tumftefs-?. - •" . -^'-i » • 

,- (, >(«ong-ofa-shftd*w«pwl«gs<p; • ; 

"Cstrie *.Vofc^y.^nd«fi:'i*A¥« Ma'ria-*'•"'V 

Rostf but Of» heatt Jt»ptur*»thrllrcd£ 

A vote* wTtb ft# fonej o A « S t , v- »-
..: N«wiiower.i^h*w»*tamlhiSWi-:" 

With ftatsrfoftie of worihî  W^ltVr 
ThjalMcJfe *s,fn'i? <^n*Vif^s:m*iir'--^ 

Andtheholiest, ha!6 of He»v«n , .v-v:'. 
Rlashad oiiHrOtia tbferfbboh of 'hjst? 

And they laid down the 'wr«iika!&:&& 
, ;• '-roses' - -i.--- •'/:.:•. v ••••;.'•••••.̂ oyr" 
^ Wfi^.neam^ni%f pm*»'9u&tii&-.-

, '.Whoke!«»«»»to' the-M^h«r i S K S / : \ ' 

And thtt**; in, tfi« dim <* thelurngsm. 
.In the dr«ai».fc*nated*tti o||be.ajs^ 

Thfr Angel?ihil€liildr«a'sitS*w ™V- . 

Where; the. auabeaiBS kn«l«a0wn wfth dtf 

; AndwOve whh tleir gold and theirgra* 

>«>. ' ':;'-iN««K R***L 

hawsthear at jfrdfli l » o t o | f i s s h , 

and up." No. 155 East Mais street, J Main street. 

. Ladies' Shoet, socand 7sc* 
Sines 11-2 to i, worth from #1.60 

to Ui odd lots, J. W. M*fer, tm 
East Main street. 

;"_ '-'.^.. ','t*.€!7'%ittKii •' 
Has removed hircbai office from the 
jonation of Mast Main street and 
las t avenue to 398 East Hain, oppo 

..." Oxford .llelgsfe; fee, yye. 
Ladies', misses' and cblldren's: 

11.13 to 4 in ladies*; all sixes Inlhe 
miases' and children's: a great b*jg 
bargain. J. W Maser, 19$ Km 

'mm v -

S * % **«% ** AM* torn* 

After the ordination exerc i ses »reJ 

Wfihdssfid frfati*«jk t S y s w * 
prieits f i l l celebrate tbe^r * « t 
m a m s next Saadnyaiofnffi-lgi^ 
_Wf0Bi 0»|hoJfO Hkwhm of ife* 

'Wtt* ••*•»••* tor. ttofriimMm ««d 
anb-dsaooaa. *Io»tof ths i i i ^ u 
:%|bb# | M h tkil d i o ^ 4 to 
:rftH*ytwa^*isiit' ths pastors i* 

It fa aipecUd l a s t o»#. uf tfea 
prkata Will fct aont %> M\mm to fill 
%yiWWjy«ia i«d M Patim K * . 
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A' .JUt^-ia "WaM.«« Tfs*ti«i!: «KI| «** 
•'•v '•": It»ligl0«»»l|fct«, > .''?, 

4T« 

TfIki^-Tl«ttBiirlT**v'# . ... 
£M#ra) I U M . . . •>« , tt{ft a ( 

4 « 
; 4«».' 

A^nsfat of pNwml-lissA^isJiK 
da*t '•it* « « < r « < . 7 s S 4 r l > ) ( » » « • 

•s'lr^ai mm& 

Wifctiirofow, lt»y''.l'8i*-*ll'r|«*h 
sir. Dr. SlidTord of M JPitrlok'i 

oh»foh> |hiiî tty# t p w a l ^ t i ^ b * 
ti6*n, mm. Isigld alaiwlgu tadtioa 
"«#f t ,^»W«6t%^^ tmmtlf, 

of tho A. P. An m lh* ^Athelie «dtl* 

.seiittl».foli<iwte|rttptyi -. ,?,?•• 

-: lfy:»i»tBf«i. l i i lMlfetapo/fts ** 

;tbemi«lf|i, <m»Mmty i f t t & w J f f i f e j i w K 

(friesdom whiofa Qiaderiisoaroonstftti . Y o r k 

itioft,-' Oatlwifoa awdwvot«d tc both !jfi* 
the' greak political. parties af i*a ^SSomi 
•&HBA&, Hut-- t'iksli iadtttliitlJt'-j«a' "* - — ̂  
% t W ^ 10 I ^ O W H ^ t t ^ l l ^ ' l P 
:Mftô r fm.gmmmu aim. ^ f T ^ 
;flattMl,- S«VU% '4h*^;itekt* GlM«>a0; W*r%* —-. —.„ 

iOWnadE-winctniettt/*''1'''" • -'"•<° ' --v :»^wi'sf''if ***• 

the civil and political rjgfjts of any 
whodiOirfrom n* fa religion. ' # , r ^ i ^ ^ i i r i t B i S S f e ^ 

and nothing «o»% sad will beoon. •»»%« * - - - - -
tent With nothing 1*». "' *̂ c«<«J 

Not***!* l» it th« duty of ail .par- * 
ti0* disttnrtly to m \UhUm§ 

j*«**ntt tte fal«» «nd tkJmtivm* r 

priaoiplef throat forward «f l*t«,but tog^wnw*** 
m«eh*i»t would r*gt*t 1lmnfa''£ffS£ 
identification of any religion! body th*T£r 
assnoh with any political party, X ^#*«rn«s« 
ant conVicoed thai the mmiHt* of ft»J^?1* 

its. . 

Uablf> AU l<tw.JlMk*!«i%M*«i' 
T * i a l « * M I * * - -
^ ^W^^sssf 1ssw^ssK^^sjsss^r 

taa SWOTS « ' i t ! ' , t , w * * ^ 

^^•^•ss^si j^^^sss - w***sss*'s^sjirs"W -~T* Tp*" 

* ^F* * * • V* * ••*.# 
*V :. &:&•••».«.'*-»»n. 

May 4§«<* *>t~H««** 

s,>*«^ 

T f f ssii^,"^i»w«*-''v 
4 "!«««*•«•'','-;,»;'; asSd. 

^ ' ^ a > < < W ^ P » * » ~ ' 

t .^•V-*'- V 

i*w'i»!.% ty ;-'j \ A x ' ia <"-' 

3triMiM>-#r. 

* t ns» K ^ 

• * . » i p ; ^ 

j * ^ * ' . - * 

•*#iWs*r#;*»5, 

. Vfis*^*** ̂ *?'-

s«SV-V^»4>«-. 

#fss*«Mp$™««£ 

'%t&r -j»3&#. .».si; .7"-' -t':'''*' 

isel%i0«st botfy^fco*t f IgltM <||tf J ' - m 
*ndreli|fkms,areattack8d,willn*t. prft« io the h^a*r« who wflt i r i i 5 j j S | ^ ^ 
uraily andnnanimottily eapoti^ the &*^*i***^i*&tt 'C7%* 
eaate of tUpm$i*mihii tie J ^ A I t e ^ S f f i S S f f i S ^ ^ 

«s«KaJ!^A2t fat»^ 

K ' V . * . ^ <"• '*; > - ' " • ' • 

les of oiWl and religions liberty a c , 
nordiag totheoottstilttlion. Patfenosl 
i t * virtue. Bat it r* not the only' 
rirtue. When pos&ed too fuar it may 

{degenerate ictt) puslHooiroity. 
' Yonrs faithfoily, 

- Jaiiis, CABOiiTit^uwoirlr "" 

VWt LiHy's Belt Counter 

For the latest styles in leather belle j 
and buckle*. New store, No* 1J5* 
Kast M»in street. 

tfiere woaW bet»«WT.. 
*0 t tJ *$ l tfe*WW<rt>JSll'y^ ^ _ ^ ^ . , ; ipni^iiiiiw pup . 

of Branch 1 

iDgr^Jn^l^ftW" 

By order of Branch. 

BretherE 8«fITtan 
wa** ialtlsi 
ST«»iag. . 
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