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“§'. sons. Thesecret of the confessional

~ by report come to- a knowledge of a.
" ‘sin related in the sacred tribumal. |

1 sign, imposters maequeradiog as |

:‘">. §;1,‘1.'f"‘allrbonu‘d by .the,éﬁ*‘;f' ci : -

“

A
R

Vol VI, No 35,

SEALOFTHE .

CONFESSIORAL. |t

UNDER NO CIRCUBSTANCE CAN

IT BE BROKEN.

Wherein the Secretsof the Confessionsl |

Differ from Professional Secrets. '

A writer in the Providénce Vis.
itor throws light apun some clondy
comments and deductions on' and
froma recent event iu Eagland
where 8 dootor was heavily fined for

disclosing professional secrets tha

came to hio Yucwledge in the sick
room. We quote from his excellent

essay as follows:

Auent the case of Dr. Playfair,the
eéminent London practitioner who
wan lately mulcted in beavy dam.
ages for betrayiog thesecrets of the

sick room, the secalar papers, Bug

lish and American, have been l'ay;i_ng‘
down the law about medical “privi-
leges” with singular emphasis abd
unanimity. Theyasoedte us thatthe
secrets of a physician are ag sacred
e8e0l.  Now thie
dootrine is quite incorrect. Between
the secrete of the sick room and the
secrets of the coofessional there are
differencen so profdnndﬁﬂiﬁféanéea.
in natore and eXxtout—thatit. makes:
one wonder how the newgpapers

ae those of a confessor.

culd fail to note them.

Secrets are of three kinds.. By &
nataral secret is mesnt any fact
learnod either by chance or by Jn.
quiry whose revelation -will ‘work
injury to the fair fame of the person
or pensons concerved. Again, ifthe.
-owaner of ¢8eoret, learning that an-:
other person is in possessioy of the.
facts, persnades that person to give
a guarantee’ of silence, we have Y
Agaip;
suppose the owaer of a secret, wish-.
pro-
fessional man in complicativns aris.
ing out of that aecret, exposes the
whole matter, the professional man
so conaulted is bound to silancenot
only by the law of nataral gecrets
bat aleo by an implicit contracs.
Here we bave a case of & secret uf
Secrets of trust must be as.

case of secret of prowmise.

ing to enlistthe services of a

trust.
credly kept sgainst all comers, nn-
less their keepiang entails injury
to some innocent outside party or to
the community at large. The reason
of the exception i8 easy to see.

When there is a conflict of rights, |

the better right prevails. The rights
of the innocent are to be proferred
before those of the guilty, and those
of the commonweslth to those of ap
individual. Dr. Playfair was con-
victed of violating a secret of trugt.
His case, apparently, was ome to
which the exceptions just noted did

not apply. -

Now we turn 60 the consideration
of the secret of the conf%ﬂiana];agd;
in passing, we ‘warn ouf ;egder‘s’
agaiost certain novelists who,eirain..

ing after drawatio effect, bave pre-:
sumed to havdle thig tempting ot

difficult subject. |

3

- Like the pbysician aod tl;é ‘!'iéw;-,-‘ R

yer, the confessor inbound toseerecy:

- with regard to disreputable . facts
 learped in the exercise of his nfficial.
" fupcticas. Beis held by the law.of
nataral ‘secrets and by the law of
‘implicit contract. But be is boynd
by another and mwightier title, the
title of religion, So thata betrapal:

~of confidence by @ confessor would,:
‘in addition to the two.fold giy of

_breaking the laws _just: mentioned;
" entail the further gailt of saerilege:

_Again, a profbssional mao may, un-

~der certain cireumstances, and in
* dempite of the implicit contract,, dis.

- close a professional secret. . But the
‘law of silence upon . a confessor ia

_ absolate—admits of no pqgsibie‘ ex-
~ coption. Neither the interests of in-
nocent persons, nor thé jnterests of

church or etate,  fhor the confessor’a| .

. own interests, nor yet the interesgs

. of the penitant bimeelf, can ever jus--
* tify the violation of sacramental si.’

~lence. ~ This law belds after the
‘death of the penitent. Moraover,
unless the pepitent give Ticense -to
- speak, the confessor, eutside the tri.
banal, is bound to silence tOWards
him precisely as- towards other per.

is God’s secret. - Aad because this,
-is 80, not only is the confessor bO“ﬂd,;
to keep it, but also al those persons
" who either by accident or design or

Tnterpreters, those who overbeard a
confés:sion either by accident or de-

. genuing/prieats, those to whom such
expors relate what they know, ‘are|

e

et remrarmen e

" We bueaaid&h;t
'boand by the divine

merely positive precept extrinaio to}
the sacrament, but follows from the
| very institution of the _aacrament, |
{Obrist, who' has -bannd men to thej
confesion of their gmerons ains ass.

Jof them; bas alsh appointed ths
means, - withont “whigh " the end.He:

weens. . Suppose He bad left no far-
ther obligations .apon: confessora
than those nndet which professional:
men are bound. Knowing that con-
fesgors might, in the intereats of the
innocent or of the
tray their confidence, how many sin.
ners would consent, to goito confes-

t

'be practically-veeless and altogsther

einians- confes:

ioh” had quite fallen;
into diense owing to the ] 1
tices of confessors . amiang the gchis.
‘mation. - oo oo
Some have imagined. that tha obli-
gation of sicramental’ silence’is” of

0 be sure, leglalutéd on the subject,
bot her logislation i eupplementary
[sather thas fondamentalsjust like|
the law of confession and commuy-
mion. Ifthe obligation Weré funda.
mentally of  ~eclesiastical oxlgin,
then the Pope, as the sapieme gocle..

v

from at.. ;Bgt"ng"l?o‘gehla:evex done }
80, nor will'any Oatliolso consent £o]-
bold that any Pope’ oan ever do go.|
" The fidelity of confessdrs to the

Faupder of the tribupal of, pensnce]
is one of the glories of :
hood. There-have been priests who
fell away.from their high estate;bat.
God secems, in thainterest of thasac.
rament of tbe_“.;es’qxjtec‘tion,'fgghgiei
exeroised.  special providence to in-
8ure their silence. .Among the saints:
there is - one martyr,at lesst, to the|
seal—~8t. ‘John Ne ne, " \
was pot todeath by the king 6f Bo.:
hemia for refusing. toreveal the con-
feasion of the -queen, ' Oply'a woek
or two ago the Bacred Heart Beview|

&

Polish priest, who, when falsely
cbarged with murder, n
to bepray the confidence of thé.real|
crimipal, sabmitted to degradation
at the hands of the bishop and to.
twenty yesrs, impriscoment in the |
mines of Siberia. " Atlast the truth.

| Tho priest had died—a martyx tobia
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Two Sisterw.of St. Francis: Returh’ fiom
¢ Hawalidfora Reat,s o L.
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_Srmacuse, May 20.--Sistey Tind:|’
wica, with'seven other simters of thei
‘orderof; swrsnuia,.xgufgyxmfoq
fthe%H@waiisiﬁ;i%ndazwuw yoais
ago to nurse the leperaz. Wit

ter De Salés who left hera five yesre
ago, shereturned to: ihis clty. to.day
‘broken in bealth .and "’ seehing rest

b Sis |

|change of climate, the. trip and, s
‘complete- rest. would ‘Festers - har
bealth. All' told: fourteen sisters|
have gone from this.city, sud Mater j

koew Father Damian well and speak |-
‘bighly of his life of self ssorifice, ‘A
brotber of bisis now ‘
b island whereon be spent his life)
The sisters’ &oin this

islands, $0 which lepers
when the ' disesse ' becomes Pros})

here are stationed aé the
pitalin Honolalu, One ialand in ant
apart for the most advaaced cases,
and there ate on this island twe of

the Sisters from bese. . © .
It i doubtful if these will ever|

again . be . permithed to leawe the ]
island.  With extraesdh

that bas been "acquired in weesnt,
years, the Sisters say there is Hotle
danger of catching the diséase, and
voue of the party of fourtesa from|
here expect to coptaet it, . T

_ Loud .Call for Boston Shopping Bags -
At Likly’s. . New nesoriment at 50c.

ey

‘|snd ap. No.. 165 -Esst Mais wtreet.

{proposed to Himeelf in setting upthe ]
tribaual of penence conld not be ob-|
tained. - Now' the seal is such |

sion? Odious enongh even with'ite]
present gafeguards, confession with:| And the last trembi & wave.of the Véspers
o of the g " © far 3:12:;;:‘;;»:&6 rolied,
ere—at the Queen-Virgin's althtme
he‘.s’!.;.ﬁ;:ﬁag%&éﬁmﬂeof;gold;

oot the divine law of the seal wopld} - Onthie far shore

iotolerable. . As & matter of fact,|wn
De Lugot tells us thayhe remembers}” -
to have read- that:among the Abyes

[ oo s wif
coclesiagtioal law. = The Choroh has,|

siastical legielator, -conld.- dispense] ..

.And they - bent’
owcred betist laid. upos, them by the| That fe1l Froms the' peicsPslifsed Rand.
the prieat:|

hn  Nepomucens, who|T

From the hekrte'of 8

‘Cairie 8 voite” and

o ose out Of - heart rapture-thillled; ,
thefiale ©

12 Thesouls of & choneatid Iny wtllled,
A vaice with the fones of spangel, -
- Never flower sich sweetneng

It faded away—but the temple = B

- With its. parfnmne of worship was filled;

Quees-Virgin's afeky "
»The ”fhit,é‘??ﬁi!WP*‘@'.’*&Q‘W&E? ‘
And the Hioliest hal6 of. Heaven .. ..

- ~Flasked out from the dbbon of blue!
And. they Isid  down the

Thik vick 1o the

for the benefit obthebopelesglepers.| .. . .

: oin this city are o .- -,
duty ‘in Honololu" and ‘the three o i
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