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oo woeks belore the holi :L‘f}is

k. for & merry Christmas was!

one, at leask €0, far as fnet

of the:
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rapidly gaining. ground thet Mesars i
Buastls and Hardup, proprieforaand man-|
- sgorw of the Jollity theater, wors “in &
hole mgain,** b
Thix piece which occupied the boards
bad proved a fint failore, and receipta
stthe box dffice had fallen in conke-
onmee to o plags never bafore reschad
ip the history of the house. Moraaver,
no new play bud as yet been put in re.
heares), and an atmospbers of wnmis-
takabla gloom and spprehension “pers
waded the reglon behind the footiights
and weighed hewvily on the apiritx of
svery one there, from Mear) Livingstons; |
thatalonted emoticual actrem a0 piny-
od the Joading fefnaleparix, down to Lit-
tle Kitty Sullivan, whowas nnly 7 years
. old and'was in the depths of derpatr bo-
eanng for fully three works shie had been
-outof th bill.. In short, every member
of the compavy was in w condition of
- woluglad dpeertainty and coriosity in re.
L gad tothe fature of the playhouse and |
. the projects of {te munagery, who as yot i
had given uo aign of their Intentions
and bad, ip foct, Kien invixible to the
menberi of their actistinsta® ever sinee
tho last day on which ealatfes becime

ane N S
particalar night, which hap-

.+ On this
- pened 1o be ouoof slorm andrain, two
or threg of the principél actors had
gotherad togethér for A mericns talk

but the phras

ployed it

Now, M. Willing Freelance, callod
£y his intimates Billy, wwsandie foday
wneaf the best kuown figurex in the
theatrical affaim of the town, snd, as
exery momber of the stock company
kuew, he bailup muorethan one praviow

oocasoss sore o the rewcus of hikold |

srdap, {
in @ven §

fricnds;, Messrs. Hustle and H

ble fnsncial straita than
8y W the prescatt moment. o °
It waa Lin peputation we s ancot Tolly

M aa muuich as binrgboarkable talents which

caused the wehole ayant scens $obrighien |
npat the news of hix prosence in the |
theater, Tor pliyfolk sos-notariously an-
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perstitious axd bave ax unbonnded and | |

childlikefaith fu the affcacy of & et |

s well as i thedeatrnctive qualitios of
& “jonxh.? ‘

Jukt s the curtais fell on the meaond |

sct Mr. Preelauce appaarsd behind the
soenies aud received the rapturons greet-
fuge of the sompany. Then Misa Liv.
logston sook hing by the arm, deached
um from the listle groop which sur-

zounded him., led big gently but Srmly |
into her dressing Yosm, pleced-him on |

with folded armue said, “Hilly, what's |

golug G happen?'”

bk Befors hiw |

“My er,” replisd Mr. Freelance |

persusaively, “evervthingti—=all right,

and T Jont Joft Hustle for five minutes |

to-oome buck herss apd tell youso. We
ard golog 10 put on = nsw pieow, and
thore’'s a parg it it that's simply geesi
eitit oF #ight, in facl, Waare not quite
axo who'll be east for the part bacanse
1t%a a very heasy emotional one, snd if
wo pat & wongan i it who didn’s know

how to. zead Jine sho would goalito]

about tbe situation, when Tom, the|

programme boy, sppearsd muddenly be-
fore them In an almowt breathless cobi-
>ditlon. and exclaimed > **Me, Freelanco!
is tack from Chicago. He'sin the offics
'with Mr. Hustle. They've got both
doors looked, ™ o S
- *Mx. ¥reclance!’* oried Miss Living-
§  mone, herfaoe lighting up with joy,
——-précirely ay it ddos In her soerie in the
‘§  #eoond act whers hér Jover comes back
from India, or rather as it did Ught op
In that-mosne before the husinees becarie
20 bad.  ‘*Are you sure it was Mr, Free-
laxice Tommy?s - -
_ *‘Surel'"rejoined Tom, with emphasis,
“*1 soory him medelf when he come in.*
~*“Then, Tom, you be sure and wee
‘hine when he comnes out and tell bira
that I am particolarly anxious to see
him back'here ax soon ax ;he ourtsin
goek down on the seoond act. Hete's s

Quarter for yon, Tom, and yon'd better |-

be a very rave sort of bind in the Jol- |
Hty thoater #o
“Thank rou, mam,* mid Tom ssbe

keep it 88 & cnﬁcaig', Tar it's getting to

| ber, and before they left the restaurant

pleces and the bottom wpald drop ont
of the whole play. I thought I'd speak
fo yo©O about it becauss Haxdup hbos
veught = new*angel’ and said some-

1 thing tome abont Kitty Bravebridge’’—

‘h;lf }}m wolf ;r‘nﬁ aarlnfoot !zz.!:;:
ater”’—- bagan Mise Liviogstone,

Mr. Freelance interrupted her by plso-
ing his hand over her mouth and say-

goew down, Pear], and T'll talk to you
sbont it. Bhadirach’s waiting in the

} offSoe, and I've got 40 give him a *Jally’
to heivy .

ngi *“Walt for me after the curtaini

she bad meekly agreed to study the great
smotional rols which had besn Intended
for Mims B:aoebridge snd to say nothing
mors about back salary, o

Tde next maorning, in suvoordancs with
& osil posted in the stage entrance, the
company amsembled to bexr the
play read by the gifted Mr. Frvelance,

and such was thst gentleman’s elocu-

tionaty porer that when ke laid the

Xa spite of the storm oumide shd the |-

riting eiooospbere wis

| formancs given that night

§- wwsntime,’* be added, I think wa had '
g . bekter wait and hear what Billy bas to
§_ say belore we fake any further sotion |
§ 7 in fhe matter.” " S o

passing sail. “In the

t_“v‘vh-tohup-odi change of bill, and
hope was cnes mors in. every member's:|

tremst. Mr. Frselanos invited Mism Liv-
& 0ot to sapper just e

mcfw point of deolaxing that she

not 2o on again nnless she received av-

«xy. cant of thie back exlary thet was due | thew
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