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Aa laterestmg Lectz:re on sts Origin
Delivered by Rev, E. 1,
Devitt, S.J.

What the Country Owes the!
Church.

IL ..
New Mexico 18 acother fleld of
Spanish Franciscan Jabor for the
Fatth, Cortez had beard from the
conguered Aztecs of Montezumsa s
empire glowing accounts of the land
of thelr origin, lying far to the North
and Cabeca de Vaca, having crossed
the country from the Atiantic tathe |
Pacific coast, spread far and widethe
reports concerning the wealth snd
grandear of the “Seven Cities of
Cibola.” "
famed region and to grasp its trea-
sures, De Sotn, from the East, with
8 brilllant and powerful array, set
out upon his march, which was
stained with wanton cruelty, uf-
marked by religious infiluences, and
visited with retritutive suffering.
All uu.ike this was the first oxpedi-
tion from Mexzico, in quest of the
same Cibola. The undertaking was
directed by Fr. Mark of Nice, it was
characterized by fair treatment of;

the patives, and “it resulted in a!

noble effort of Franciscin Fathers to
plant the faith fo the heart of the
continent, a8 thousand miles from
either ocoan, or from the Mexlcan
Gult.® (Shea, L, 114.)
the frst of priestly explorers, un-
afrmeéd and afoot, o advance of a
military or mercantile adventurers,
penetrated to some point near the
pueblo towns of New Mesxico and
Arizong, in 1539, The mareh of
Ceronado from the Gulf of Californla
to the pelghborhood of the Mtssourl
River followed, 1o 1641, as a result
! Fr. Mark’'s report.

Coronado, a8 he journeyed onward
over the baffalo plains, saw bis
vistons of rioch cities and populous
empires vanish {oto empty atr; and
baving spent 8 winter in New
Mexico, he recolved to evacuate the
country. Hope of temporal galn
there was none, but souls might be
won to (Jjod; and the Franciscans
resolved to stay after the departure of
the army. They knew the danger of
such a course; but they were ready to
encounter death, and amongst thoso
who won the Martyr's crown was Fr.
Juan de Padilla, the proto-martyr.

The claim has been advanced that
the first church to Santa Fe was
arocted at this time, in 1543, and
that a portion of it still remalns,
fncorporated in the Cathedral of
that city. This would be the oldest

butlding in the United States, if the !
But |

clatm could be suhstantiated.
the fir«t Catholic permanent settle-
ment was beguo in 15698, 33 years
aftér the fcunding of St. Augustine;
and rellable authority (Shea, I., 189)
places the first church in Santa Fe,

. betweon 1620 and 1630,, a venerable

aptiquity for this country, and
presenting 8 temple of our falth
existing 1n those Western wilds balf
a century before a Quaker had been
geon in Fhiladelphia. '

The absencs of mineral wealth and
the poverty of the land retarded
coloniza t there was a rich
harvest ofsouls, and, although the
efforts to found mjssions ended in
repeated massacres, yet, success was
conquered by the Indefatigable
labors, the self-sacrifice and heroism
of the humble Franciscans. 'The
various pueblos became the residence
of priests, and thousands were
gathered within the fold, and. In
1608, 8,000 baptisms were reported.

It was difficult to make any
impression upon this peopls. ° The
Pueblo Indlans bad made
progress in the niechanical arts, they
cultivated the mofl, and dwelt in
towns ¢f pecular comstruction, to
guard themselves against the incur-
sions of the roving Indians of the
plains. "They clung tenaciously to
the secret practices of superstition,
yet, such progress was made, that, in
1628, as the records ‘show, 80,000 of
them had been baptlred in the
Missions, aud there were 43 churches

in the territory of New Mexico. |
© The priests weré the architects, and

the women and girls were the build-
ers of these primittve churches. As.

has been well remarked, (Shes, I

201) “the New Mexican Adam did

not delve, ngr the Eve spin;"—they

reversed the order. He would hunt
and fish, weave and spin,—bat to
build the adobe house, to cultivate
that was woman's work,
and he refused to stoop to it  The
teschings and expostulations of the
mlssionaries were powerless againsh

~ _ oustom and. prejudice in this matter.
‘ A-,Theae old ruined churches of New

Mexico are’s t.ribnbe to the ml ‘ot
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Eager to veach this far.
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memé”of thelr pradtical fuith,

the present, with ‘hopes of ‘better]

amongthe civil rulers, who weré|;
dissatisfied with the slow anﬁ pe&w
ful methads of con vergion adagteﬁ by
the missionaries, gnd wcnld propa-
gate the' Gospel by'the ~ sword,
engendered a spirit of sullen. hatred,
until, at length, the Gres of racial
and religlous alﬁegenues, smonldering
heneath the surface, burmt forth in
devastating ﬁames of destzrm&ion
and carpage.

The uprising of ‘the Pueblo 1ndians.
in 1680, was the best-concerted and
;u,msa successful of all the o-n,breaks

which are chronlched jn the relations
of the white wman with the red.
Hundreris of Spantards, and am- ngst
them 18 priests, were killed; the
Lhrist.lan Indians were maasm:red, of
compelled to remounce the faith;
many of them voluatarily returped
’ to idalatry, and by imydous andsacrls
-leglous csremonles silove to blot out
' the character of their Laptiam, add
W abolish every memorial of the
re'ngiou they bad prefessed.. The
besom of destruction swept away in
|a few moonths the hard won frults of
a century of toll, and until 1692, the
lreliglous life of New Mex.co was ex-

| tiaguished, the temples of God were
34

prafaped or destroyed, His minlstess
were banished or dead.

Ia that year the Bpasiards return.
ed, and after the re~conquest of Santa}
Fe by Vargas, civil and ecclestastical
authority was again established over
the puebles  Graduslly the jeople
returped to the praotices of religion,
churches were founded, and. uader
the care of their devoted missiona-
ries, these Indiams continued to be
Catholic. Their subsequent history
is uneventful. Upder the bllght of
Mexican rule, the country was
unprogressive; the remoteness -of
ecclesiastical authority cin scconnt|
for a certaln apathy in matters of

Leen such active 1ife; the Franolscans
had contloued to" bave the almost:
exclusive charge of the mwilssions, and|
they were faithful to thelr trust but,
the Mexican government suppreased
the religious orders, asnd then came
neglect, decay and rala. ‘The impress.
made upon the pueblos by the early
misslonarles is marked and lasting.
Evaiy village has its Church, and
some of these are very old.  The
people have preser ved the falth and
at the present day are Cathollc

The Cathollc Spanish origin of
Texas is proclalmed by the names
that come down (o us, asscolated
with f{ts
Churisti, Espiritu Sant,o. San Aantonlo
etc. The Franclscans began to
evangelize the country, at the time
that William Penn was holdlog bis
conlerences beneath the ielms of|
Shackamaxon.  Specilal diffcuties|
impeded successful labor in this
region; the tribes wwere nuamerous and
scattered over a vast area; theyspoke
different tvngues; flerce marauders,
lite the hostile and bloodth!rsby
Apaches and Comanches, ‘were &}
constant menace to bhoso who wished

to cultivate the aits of peace; and |
the policy of the civil rulem, in
regard to the manner of dealing with'| *
the Indlans was opposed to that of|”
the missionaries. The foundations|”
were repeatedly abandoned, or trans- |
ferred to more promhlag situes pro-§
gress was slow, and ‘the: proapectz’
were disheartening, until the saintly |
Fr. Anthony Margll infused new
life into the work. “Thisapoetolio]
man, who sanctified the Texan mis. |
sions, during the early- years of the|

process of his canounization was made|
when his vlrtues were: deolared to be
herolc by Pope Gregory X VL. ln 18306,
It may be that the int trom, Amer.
iea to be ralsed to the honors of the|
altar will be that plovesr Texsn|
priest; in any event, the name of this
hero of the cross will be inseparably |
connected with San Antonlo and the
‘mission of the Alatno, itself a vame
foreter consecrated tv the miemoryT
6f those heroes of Texan indepen-
dence, whose gallant defence pnd
giorious death forms one of the most
thrilling epieodes in the annaels of
patriot warfare. Xt 18 to the oredit
of the Lone Star Repub!ic, that when
its independ-noe was secured the
Congress ot Texas ‘made over by ajf
formal- got of legislation to the

‘Chaurch those remainsof &he _mission
property, !ncludin; the renowmed

Alamo, -

whioh h;d em.ped t-ho«

m.men e;:mf‘etta, mﬁ msm:.

The natives. were. s%mpl&minﬂeﬁ :
peaceable aud " imﬂnﬂtﬂous and- top | was.
weu-mghacanmry the good wnrkb&d? : ,'”“
| gone on. and so mupy of them ware! Pas
{ now of the same Faith asthe Spans; fjf
{ farde, afl shonld have been well Tor

tbings for the fature. an. the [ dan
exactions of ¢ o Whites, who began} Sﬁ Fra
to consider the lndians as thejr|t plat
slaves, and the fanatical zeal of some | membe

religion, in & region where there had;

early history,—Corpus |,

last centuty, was renowxned for virtue| -
daring life, and the st stepin the|

representat,lves of the - Catholic |

mcnmmf tsxe:g,g
deparitiancy of the New.
isglon, bains‘nmiea 3%

their Jabors, sud Fr. Sesmnﬁ his

s, by dying theze for zma: faith,in.

California missions shows what
‘redgiuo .can accomplish  for ﬁhe
of these missions deserve moge tzhan
Kuba and Salvat !erm.

the famous Council was held,. wh
German 0ame . was rendem& 00t
by its modified form™ of Kiuo,

the Apostle of the . Upper. Pim&

along the Gila and the Colorado.

ble:

ervected by the Jeaum.
The mission was one of the Iargest.jn
had 176 honses and 808 sou!s.
present. church, nine miles. sonth- of

£un provably in 1168, -

and 1767,  twenty-two- - résident:

was deprived of au its prlcsts aﬁ
blaw.
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@ passing notice; they were Fﬁﬂm‘f

Father Buseblus Fratets Knbxgx &
native of Trent in the Tyrel, Jyhers

country, which embraced much 0!“
the present territory of Ariwnna,\_* *

is afirmed by Clavigire,” ‘et hef
baptized more than 48, 000 tnfnuta;.
and adults. In 1006‘ §Y xgundgd ths:
mission of 8t. Xavier deo} ‘Bag, whose |
remarkable chureh, altbough ot B
later daté, “has beex wende:tunya
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