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T PEPLTA THE FOUNDLING. %

BY EUGENE DAVIS,

the distant horizon in the east the
san shone from ap azure sky on the

massive golden cupala of Yan Marco,

the violet domes and bell-towers
etched against the orange coler of
the heavens in the weat.

A roey-cheeked, pretty bambina
baby, dressed in a white robe, and
resting her little body on the marble
flags before the portals of the Cathe-
d ral, was drinking milk from a nur-
sing bottle.

Augusto Branzi, the sacristan, ap-
proaching the marble steps to the
Cathedral, opened his eyes in
amazement at the sight of the bam-
bina, He, howerer, took it up in
his arms and brought it to his small
house adjacent to the Basilica

sElena,” he exclaimed entering the
door of the conjugal chamber, where
his sposa was still taking her rest in
bed.

“]I have brought this foundling to
thee and thou wilt rear it Eh,
casis siina mia®”

“Dio mio.® said Augusto's wife,
“where didst thou find this little totP”

Augusto told her where bhe fouad
the baby.

They were a childless old pair, yet
peace aud happiness ever reigned be-
tween them. Signora Branzo
acquired ina few months a materoal
instinet of love for tne wee bambina

They both gave the name of
“Pepita® to it

Wheo she was flve years old, every
Saturday at early dawn, she entered
the Cathedral, and was provided
with five annel cloths to wipe away
the dust from the candlesticks of the
high and low altars, and polish them
into a shining color.

1n the late springtime, thesaummer
and the early 1all, Pepita used to rise
from bher little bed at the dawn,
dress herself and rush as agile as a
hare to the woodlands where she
culled the wild vines, the violut, the
marguerites, the red and white rose,
and then from thém into two
bouguets. She afterwards returns,
enters the basilica and places one
bonquet at the fest of the statue of
the Madonna resting on & golden
pedestal of the altar in a sidechapel.
As she performed this dnty, she knelt
on the tiled floor and prayed:

=Rcco Madonna mial the fiowers
that I have laid at thy feet; wilt
thou not ask of thy Divine Son that,
it I enter the gates of heaven, my
dear mother, 1 shall bloom as a red
rose in the green flelds of that lovely
paradise?”

She imagined that a smilegleamed
from Our Lady's eyes, and she ap-
peared to have nodded affirmatively
to the child Pepita.

Then she proceeded to the little-

chapel consecrated to- 8t. Joseph,
and made the same devotions ~ and
placed the other bouquet at the foot
of his statue.

Atter atgending one of the public
schools of \gnice during ten years,

where she received a good education
suitable to a girl of the laboring

classes, she became & market mald.
She was then fifteen years old.
golden curls rippled over her brow.
Her eyes were of a sea-blue color.
Her tace was white, and wore the
tint ofared rose. Her figure was
already perfectly rounded. In jthe
country south of Europe matdens be-
come young women at the ages of
fourteen and fifteen. In Naples and
in Sicily they are women at twalve,

Pepita wore a star-spangled, russet

brown kKerchief on her head, and a
catlet robe on her figure. She car
ried two empty and large baskets on

her head; supported by her two arms |

and hands. The market of Venice
waasituated in San Vio on the bands
of the Grand Canal, crowded with
gondolas and across the canal's
bridge the good folk of San Vio come
and go, the whole day long—men in
blue shirts with enormous hats, and
Jackets slung on thetir left shoulder,
women'’s heads generally arrayed in
kerchiefs of orange and erimson.
Bare-legged boys sit upon a para-
pet, aangling their fest over the ris.
ing tide.

A hawker passes, balancinga bas-

ket of live and crawling crabs,
T'epita sald to the hawker as usual;

“Would you let me have half a
basketful of crabs for one lira and
and fifty soldis?”

“No signorina, 1 will sell you a

whole basketful for two lira and fifty
soldfs.”

“I conseat,”
made 5 purchase of the crabs of _por-
ter Paolo. ‘

Barges filled with Brents water
and mirano wine take up their

]~ station st the neighborlnz stepo,
f e0d then ensues a mlghf.; splnhing

Dawn of an Easter morn. £rom |

donnas from the niches. A great

teiloﬁ in ’t,he uins mmo m md

{trom mmmmswm the &ﬂ!}-

‘|pings of the vat

And now, there is bustle in Stn
Vio—a bark_has arrived from San
Erssmo, the usland of the market
gardens. - It is Blled with gourde |
and pumpkins, cabbages and toma.
toes and pears—a pyramid of guld.
snd green and scarlet. Brown meni
lift the barrels of truit aloft, and lot.
it down on the paving stones of the}
plazza. Women, among whom was
Pepita, bargain for frujt snd wveg-
etables. Petita purchased’ soveral
pounds of pears, and a basket of o~
matoes

a ring of coppers, a babel of hoarae
sea volces proclaim the sharpness of
the straggle. Pepita places the
hasket of crabs in a friend's house
She then goes to San Fronde, a town
a mile 1nlapd with a population of
1,000, with the basket of pears and
tomatoes. When sheenters the mar
ket place of San Frunde, a umwcli ot
house wives gather around her, and
the entire fruit aed
fetched seven lire. Ths crabs which
she afterward brought to the town
broaght her eight lire. On the
whole, Pepita earned in the late
epring, summer and early fall five
francs, a dollar a day.

Every morping befors she would
g0 to the market she would run to
the woodlands for flowers to deck the
images of the Blessed Virgin and 5t
Joseph. She employed a sculptor
to cut out a niche over the door of
Augusto Branzi's house where he.

the statue and placed it In the
niche.
8100, from her earnings and handed

it over to the asculptor, who had

which contained a wax candle encas-
od in a candlestick, and deposited it
at the pedestal. She would say her
moruning and her ovening prayers
before the imsage.

—————

‘When Pepita was seventeen yea!'a
old, in 1380, the Genoese floet
blockaded the port of Ventcs. ¥rom.
his prison in the blockaded sea olfy|-
the great admiral, Carlo Zeno, was
eent out on a forlorn hope, and
blocked victorions Doria, the admiral
of Genoa's fleet, with boats on which
the oobles of the Golden Book have
spent thelr fortanes. Pletro Doria
boasted that with his own hands he "
would bridls the bronge steeds of Bt.:
Mark But now he found himsslf
botween the navy of Carlo Zena, in.
the Adriatic, and the flotilla led by
Sisani across the lagoons. After six
months blockade the fleat of the
Genoess republic was captured.

A band of Genoese marines enter-
ed the centre of Venice, and smash-
ed windows and tore down the Ma-

pumber of the people of Genoa were
Pagans at that time. When they
reached the house of the Sacristan

A clatter of chattering tongues, |

vegetables'

Pepita and.saved 500 lire, |

previously fixed that figure, for the,
work Popita procured a glass case’

The

it was 8 o’clock p. m., when Pepita
was kneeling before the statue. On
they came ‘in their Roman togas—
those semi-savage men, but when the
chief witnesses the aincerity of the

girl's piety and admired the beauty
of her face, he addressed her as|

follows in the Romau tongue which
was still spoken in various cities of
Ttaly:

“What Is your name?”

said Pepita, and she

"Pepita.”

with my comrades torn down about
twoenty-five Madounas from  thely
piches,*

*“Oh! then you are a very bad manl”
“But when I saw yourjblue eyes
swimming in & spirit Mquid of win-
cere Liedy and your besutifol face, I
could not !:m your Mahonoa.”.

“Let me convert yon to my: religion.
chief,’ she said. )

“] should want to know whz& 1 il
like,” the ohief safd, -

He dismissed his followers whoa}in-
gered in the city till they were|
arrested by the lictors of the Republic]
of Venice, who led them to the
Ducal Palace, where they were all
sentenced to death for removing the
statues of the Madonnas from thelir|
niches. ‘They were taken ever the.
Bridge of Sighs fnto the prison,
and were sent fnto eternity by the
chiet executiomer who, through a
trap door, hurled each of the ocalp.
ritsdown a dark hole, where he
found o ‘watery grave in the cansl
Meanwhile. Pepita, in the course of
three hours had succeeded In
conviueing the chief. Hisname was
Qarlo Romatio. He sssured the
youtig girl that he would de vote his
life - to converting the pagans of
Genoa to Christiapity. =

“You are a very good girl. I haye

The iictm, xxlm m m mapmtqr
-of his police, -aounded m trampet
and . immedintely 100 énblictarsiay
armed with daggers surrounded bim.

R&wnna.

panions . searched to. ihe intense

dintng ronm snd the klmen for thely
Genoese ohief.

Signora? inquired Ravenox
Lictore, forit is just now Y hawe
kpow nothing of the chief™

tollowers ascended the stairoass and
on the firat floor the Motor pushy
a door of one of the bed chambers
Hera Pepita was found instructing
the Genoese chief.

Pepita heard thelr footstepson the
staircase, Lut there was no means &f
saving the lifeofRomano. Ravenuna
rushed in the direction of Romano,
helding his dagger in . line with
Romano's heart when Pepita ran be-
tween the daggerof R&venna and tha
breast of Romano,

Ravenna stood aghast. He 0!
course did not mean tw kill the gl

who unanimously = pronouncsd her

it he who had kflled hed,
He explalned to the mrlsbun’s

1 was planting the point
ger in that esavage

bleeding corpese of Pepite ﬁow:; to,
the dmingroom nﬁ wep‘a qver t.he
nmdnl.

that e bas béen bonvartad . the

g!rl.t

Romano obeyed.- o

“Well then I *raqnun‘. ;;on to e
toGanonwhm they are all. P
and bescome & Christian tpowe."

me. Signora motme. -

Alqng mneral prooesﬂan of gon.|
dolas containing 500 of . Pepitas
'friends was formed up the Grand
Canal along the Riva to. the Campo!
' 8anto, the *holy fleld, " as the Itslians
loall thelr graveyards. Then they
laid her remains in a marble chest
outaide the church of 86, Pletro. A
fow weeks afterward a young scalp.
tor engraved on the front mniarble
stons contaiving Pepits'sremalns the
ollowing insoriptiod in the Latin.

Died s Mariyr's Dedth thlt
A Humw and Ohrimn
" Sotl May Tive, * .
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Jupor, her name having - been drawn |
from. the poll lsis. Miss. Qtt 'atd\she
knew she would not bw accepted. as

cused her, she demanded the (ea&hwh
Is pald to men who are called a

and for any reason are exviged m
service. This was $2, vepresunting one |
aay’s pay,end milesge from her-home
to the court and back agsin..
Hanecy sald sho was entitled to pay
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