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- Comprehensive Rtarement of the
Pusition of Catholics
Although the church, whicu in tue im-

mortal work of the all-merciful God, |

writes Pope Leo XIIL in his eacyclical
letter, ““lmmortale Dei,” has as its first

and esssetial mission the saivastion of

sonls and the pussesaion of $he kingdom

of beaven, yelitis o itsell 1n the domain -
of purely earthly interests, the source of -

80 many precions blessings that it could

not: prosiuce more even tholigh it had

bee. foanded with no other*object than
that of promoting the happiness of this
present life. At tbe present time the
minds of men are tropbled and perplexed
by the socinl problem. Many sse to be
found wha, not content with proclaiming
themaselves the promoters and true cham-
pions of socisl progresa, openly accuse
the Catholic church of being tho grest
obstacle in the patha of avilization. It
matters not to tell them that Christianity
in general, and Catholicity in particular,
havo been tue most potent factors in the
.wortd's civilization, that the spirit of
Jesus Christ aione has been able to heal
the woes and miseries of manpkind, that
He alune taught all men that they are
brothers, cildren of One Common
Father, that Christianity alvae has abol-
ished slavery, cared for aud ‘tended the
sick and the pocr, the widow and orphan,
the wretched and the miserable, that tue
spirit of Christianity set a rellgious seal
on pulitical economy and on the whale
industria) system,
followers that wenlth and profit are not
an -eud but » uicans, po* the summum
bonum, buta g ft of God to enable man
to attalu . nve-, that the church ralsed
womau agaii o her true position as
man's equal, and sanctified the home;
and that when the Roman ewpire of the
west was shivered to pieces ulider the ovu
slaught of the barbarian hordes of the
porth, that the church, like a mother,
nursed Eurone in its cbildbhood, saved it
fruin savagery, and trained it for a wore
prusporvus career. Men are to be found
even in this boasted age of enlightenment
aad scientific research to proclaim that it
is the church’s aims and endeavor o bar
the progress of the haman race, and more
particularly of the bumap mind.

The assertion bhas been so often rejter
ated that it has como to be regarded asa
sort of first principle which cannot he
called {n question. In the first place wo
must bear in mind that the main object
of the church’s mission is to ensuro
mau's salvation by safeguarding tho de-
posit of divine falth entrusted to her by
her Divine Founder. If the church had
done nothing else than preserve the doo
t:ines of revealed truth she would bereby
have merited the esteemn and gratitudo
of the buman race, forit {s incontestable
that tbe kngwledge of tha religious trath
tacght by the church isof itaeif the rich:
‘est treasure possessed by the bamaan ip-
tellect. The catechism has been justly
styled the people’s philosophy. Jaaffray,
one of the representatives of infidel phil
csophy, could ot deny it.  These are the
words he made uso of when addressing a
numerous andiencs of the Sorbonne on
the resume of Catholic doctrine con.
tained in tho catechism: ‘‘There is a lit
tle book which children are taugh® and
about whick they are questioned in
church; read this little book, which is

the catechism, and you will find therein

the solution of all the guestions that |
have treated, of all without excoption
Ask the Christian whence comes the
human race, he knows: whither it goes,
he knows; hew it goes, he knows Ask
this little chil 4 why it is here below, what
will bappen to it after death, he will give
you a truly sublime answer which he
does not understand, but which is none
the less admirable. Ask him how the
world has been created, and for what
purpose; why God has placed animals
and plants thereon; bhow the earth has
been peopled, whether by one family or
many; why people epeak 1o divers
suffer, why they
struggle. and bow will all ‘this end—he
knows the answer.  Origin of the world,
the origm of species, queﬂtiom of. race,
man's destiny in this life anG in the nekt,
man’s. rolations to God, man’s dity to his
iellow-men, wan's rights over creation,
be is ignorant of none of thesé things,
and when he grows older he witl not hest
tate abont natural law, or pouticd law,
or international . law, for ali that-flows

with clearness and is of itself from Chris--

tianity. That is what 1 call a grand re-
ligion; 1l recognize it by this sign that it
does not leave unanswered any of the
questions that interest humanity.”
Although the church has directiy in
wiew the religiousand moral teaching of

‘mankind, this duty of teaching has never

excluded the, knowledge which can:
adorn the haman inteliect. Man loved
by God with sach intensity, saved by the
precious blood, cannot but be in his en-

. tirety an object of maternal solicitude to |

the churebh. Moreover, haman knowl-

‘edge is far from being nseless when we
. exspine the sablime destiny of Christi-
- gnity. o aids the inteliécs to grasp more
- tirmly the fonndationsof faith. and the

wraths that it teaches; it is like an open
roud whereby tirese trathspenetrate more .

‘ensily snd wore-deeply into the intellech,

5o intimately convinced was .the church
of this grand truth that it bas inscribed
in its camon law these t¥o sentences
whereby its idens are expressed with no
less force than brevit,y,“ *"{gnorance is the
mother of all errors.”
barely tolerable in a layman, it is inex
cusgble and unpardonable in a priest.”
Bat may it not beeaid tbat many of the-
fathers spoke contempuomly ot philoso
phy, and looked askance.at the study of
the .assicaf Undoubtedly they did, and
beretu swhowed the example of St Paul,
who warned the flock aga:mst *‘opposi:
knowledge falsely so-called,”

up ayninst the science of God,. These

" fatders were men who had been ‘narsad
‘apd traived n tne phtlos-:ph:eal -sohools,

who h.ad Leen tossed to and iro upoir the

. foaming billows of error and d(mbta, who '

‘had experiesiced the practical powerless-

‘; _Bss of philusophy in the work of regei-

vrat.ng maskind, end who bad at last

- fouatl saio anchorage within the haven of
* tuechurch. But so-scomer. had philuso-
- pay . ?eco;;niud thie supaﬁonty ol fagth

CHURCH AND EDUCATION.

inculcating upon its

. were-entered on the rogisters of Padua,|
: 40000 crowded the halls of. Oxford  As |
, early as the beglnning of -the foumwth
. contory Clement

T writer,

.of thought, the capital of civilization..

Christendom the capital also of classical
literatare a1zdl. the ‘centre of science and:

“Ignorance is}

_comé forth from the Catacombs, leaning
.on the fuspired books of ths Old and New|
) Testaments, than she eces rising up for
" her defence

‘secm destined to wither her away, there:

“of Navisnzen, Jerome and Ambrose,
‘Aggustine and Leo the Graat; later still

- and Bonaventure, Bmuet and Bogzedal-

“yeokon up the remarkable works pub
fiahed in every laxguage to expose,.
{ mocstrate, develop and defetid religions |
1 truth,” We nivast nmtorg'et Ahems thes fleat §

and to establish a lﬂstm:. Irendshi
Apologists of east and west, of the u..uuot;

to bpild up and explain Christan dog
trine. Though many of the early” Thrls
tians declared “In Christ we bawe the

vorred classical learniug 8s daagecous to

orer thoe charch's destinies, as weid as the

tha s ubase can uever justifv its sap-
Prosatun, IrQm L€ Orst res.sta. seathen
superstition and heathen immotality, bnt.

ture.

They discriminated betwesn the com-
mon buman element contatned in classi
cal literatare and the heathen element
which enfolds it; the latter was to .be re-
Jected and the former to take its place
withia the eircle of Christian ideas. They

which be gave: **Bo circuamspeet in  deal-
tag with them, collect the good that is in
them, shun whatever is dangero.s, imi-
tate the wise bee, which rests upon all
fiowers and sucks only ewaet juiceg from
them.” So clearly was tbis truth im-

when Jullan the apostate strove to de-
prive the Christian of tnis mast tmport-
ant means of cultars books swere hastily
composed by Christian anthors for teach -
ing purposes, which, after Julian's death,

were dropped for- tho ancient classica.
When the barbaric bordes of the north
had swept down apon the venerable em-

pire 67 Rome und it bad crumbied o
pleces beneath their repeated blows and
they had established thewselves upon its
riins, the cbureh alone preserved the
priceleas treasures of antiqnity nn ! atrove

ests of mankind. Al the enlightenment
of the pressmt day, whereof the daring
spirit of Europe will not rermit us tofore-
cast the ultimate cousequences olther to
surselves oy the other nations of the
world, came originally from the bier
archy, which, when the Roman empire
fell to pleces, surtained and directerd the
‘hnman racs. It imparted to the miond of
North Europs which as yet possessed

fmpulse, under the impact of whic) 1t
was carrled furward, retar led indesua by
many adverse, ant accelerated by sore
favorable eircumstances, till it fnally
achieved the trlumphs that are nove bhs-

and made its own the two languages,
which had been tho iostrument of the
thought and the vebicle of the knowledye
af the aocient world; by uj.proi riating

they were impregnated, the notions which
they contained: in a word, the whole of
the intellectual tressure therein con-
tained, for & lunguage (s like a ranning
stream bolding in solution all the ele-
ments of a people’s life,

Thanks to the inbors of the monks—
who have pressrved for centuries now
muitipleed e-o

are more numerous and accessible than
in any former age. In ocloister achools

were provided to impart free education to
all comers and forbidden to recsiveany
compensation for their labors. Soon the
schools were transformed into universi-
ties, to which students flocked from all
parta. “The pearl of knowledge,’” sald

proportion as it is. distributed.” Hence;
theso seats of learning received then, an

were more namerous iand far better dt-
tended in tbose so-called dark aigys than |
in the present age of boasted brogress dnd

flocked to the halls 0f' Bologna, 18,000

V. ordained that]:
Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, and Chaldean
should be taught at Rome, Paris, Oxford, | .
Bologna, and Salamanca. W‘Vhen the fo-
aciion toward antiguity at the time ofthe |

the lead? Italy, says & Protestant
in the middle ages was like
Ararat in the deluwe, the last reached by |
the flood, the first left. The great ascend |
‘ency of the papal power and the lifluence.

sentially the centre of light, the soversign

So t,horonghly impresssd was the papacy
with the potwer of Christian science that]'
Nicholas V., the forinder of the Vatican'

solf at the head of the great intellectual
movement, hoping to meke the capital of

art. How btinded by prejudice, how ig:
norant of wthe hi<tory of the past,are
they who accase the church of paying but
peznt-or no attention tothe cultivation of:

the zaind.
As we gaze back l:brough the long vistn

of centuries what a glorious and magnifl:
cent lipeof thinkers and wiiters looms
ap before wus! Hardly has the chureh

coampions such as Origen
snd Tertullian, Jusvin and Athenagoras,
Alittle Jaier when ‘the blasta of heresy

step forih on her behaif the giant minds

and eloquent topgues of saints like John
Curysostom, Basil -of Cmsarea, Gregory|

she inspires the m.ight.y works of Alfred
4ne Great and Anseiwm, Thomas Aguninay

owe, Fenclor and Massillon, Who can

than ¥

;beznn to jom s ‘mh wtt.h fdth‘f”“nw wwrl:s n_! ewry kind m e | to

trath; we need no. other learning, ™ and’
{there were to be found many who ab-

Chr.stian doetrins, vot the greatowt apd ||
most clearvstghted ot those wao watched |

g at imajoraty of the eastern and weésterp -
fathers, «tartiog frow the principle that-
kvw e ge &5 i seM 'R great g nd, and.

not the GrecoRoman intellectual eu!-

ayree with St. Ampbhiloctius in theadvice.}

pressed npown the mind of the ~hurch that !

to turn them to account in the hest inter|

neither elevation nor grasp of thoughbt, .
stirring, an energiming. and a life wivinge !

fore the worid. The church sejzed ujon

them it immortalized them, by tmmortal..
izing them it saved the ideas with which

8 of the ancient classicn-—
the faciliues for pursuing literary stadies.

and cathedral schools excellent masters

Culixtas 11T, “malkes man like to God.|
While overything elss decreaseaby dige] o
tribution, knowledge gains strength in} [

in every age since, special caroandex-|

ceptional privileges from the popes. They] .

enlightonment. Ten thousand’ stixdets’

renaissance took place what country took |

of ltalian genius on the litersturesnd|
fine arts of all countries made Tialy es |

Christian ms.gantmm 1'156

Lost, Athalic, bear witness to this teath,

and Louis IV, Had the charch not <lane’

‘thinking mied. It wwas the maonks whe
the 1ace of Europe, “Whilst Gulzut aftirm afirm
* Europe, Giblions declaves that one: ton

maore. serviceto litérature
upiversities of Oxford sad Cambfi!@gé

cause-of learning,

the shadow of the papal throne té Yas .

Yo o his o dlscﬁipleat

Or, eoming neoarer to out O!I"i
was k& not Paul L who encons
pernicus Jo Lis “immgdrtal- disef
Gregory X111 who ‘fefarmed the. calen

of l}u:
XIV v

tury! In conclusion theréverend preacher

j said that desplte every provoeation: the-

church s ln no way hastlie to-sclenge.
she bas boen its friond in tho past, so wi

ohe be in the future. -
ol 1be courch’s dusiso forthe iubel

Wl

leszua).

pvomiiff, Leo XXIL? Who i{s ‘thers that
| boows not that by his knowlcdge, hiy’

writinge and his works, he marches. out
! ut tho head of contens porary clvilizaton!

zeal with ‘which Leo
‘recommends doep and. earnest stody, by

v:lord, in every branch of human knowl |
edge:
called, most. ot.rong - reprobated by
X111, a8 it-basevér been by tne Cstlsolic
charch. It {s tho sclence which s fru-
merséd in motter and assigns etermity
unto i, the science which lowers man 49

spirituality and iinmortality of the' mul.
and that which by its oxtmmzancea uns
dermines - the foundation of mofal, do.
mestic and socfal order; it is the sohenct |
which seeks to prove tant there In no&3od, |
‘that man may wallow nadisturbed fu the |
fiith and ire of sensual deughtisi At 4]

Cllx!rint is.an impustor uud His
alle
and shall over be, uncessing. truceles:.
unrclenting war. -Fn&her Donnclly.

atandlng
-ridebebing. .
stnﬁd b!ghest. \

teeth of & storm.

lnt.olemnce.» e
pendence.-—Addilan.

don more than love, -

Aun.idlereason lessena the. weigh!; ot thc
good onex yon gave before.,. :,

‘what makes us young and-old,

may suppress & day of tarxow
Those wito trampleon. -the' hﬁlp”tesn
Hable to cringe to the powerfal. ©~ ©.

“Never excusen wrong action b& mﬁng

The smuilent, party “is big enotigh torf
 friends; the btggest. pa;rty ia mo '.nnaﬂ fax'
-enemiss, -

the man, -

old age, paynble about (ﬁﬁr%y years uﬂe
date.~Colton..

is a greater evli thdn any that is to"mui in
poverty. —Flelding. -

The most innocent p!essures are zlre
'swestest, the most senaible, the most af~
fecting, and the most lasting.”

Home is” sometimes thought, flat aad
dull, and too ofteu mace s, juat for want
of undmmnding ‘what §t staods ior 2

The best portion-of -a mun's Yife is his |
little, namoless, unramﬂm‘bered ats o!!
kindneqa.u-Wm Wordsworﬂt

goion of what charms the heart as well i
as the senses and leaves behind 0o regrote

. %1 said ‘Our Pather’ ‘with 8o ‘much con:

tiition and recollection. proncunciag
every werd, aud though T was' 'p!tmgac’i 21
great anguish by the thought of my sins,
{1 yetreceived immense copigolation, wnd |
| tasted sometlitug of the bliss God craxmtn |’

- better way of muizhrg His mercy than
by saging that praver which Jemns Hi’m-

w!f mmhz us.”«»B. Amm

'} Poganwm can boast of the age ot &
| Pericles ‘and thatof Angustus, Suslstl. |
a,ung has given birth. t9 that of Jo\’:@ 2&

anything cée wave resco the mksten|

pieces of pagon dteratnre froms the wrenk|
of the o-d wond. wvilization, the: charoh:
would deseive the gratitnde ol every

that the Benedictines have erlm:ageaf

Zent of that erder has probably rendered
“the $wo.

What, too, have the popss not done %oy}
tho coltivation of the intellect? lshonld |
nover. end were 1 to enumerate all the sep ©
1 vices rendersd by !.he papaey to thesgsred |,
May we not-point with.
pride and exuliation to.s pape at the head:
of the Ronaissance, to the rofugeey’ from
-Constantinoplé sccking: 8 sholter nmder| -,

earis tenching Groek to astzaiah Hrevope
op the Esquiltne close .to the palasgoti
Leo X, ts Nictolus V. supporting o legion| b
of learned men for tho porpose: of collect |
ing, maunscripts thruugbout the world, |

to tuus L. winling hlsown thts witly

times,-

What greater proaf-

welfuro of her children: conld I glve yoit!
tban the action of the preﬁcnt glorions

Who is there thut fatls.to pecognize the |
XIIl. favors- ani.

it in literature or nstural sclence, or=his- |
tory, or philosophy, or theology= dn'a

Yet there'is. & solonce, falsly so- |
Lo

the level of the brute,bsast, denles thHe

the sclonce which'is ever foolisnly strive}
ing to counvince tho humin race “thay
Ravblmtian |
With this there has béen, Is Gow,

7. | 'been'sald in monxe

mnlt.ing Kmm R 17 %7 10
. ool
-+ jeral

1 #nid;,

C o M@
o wedk wigo of the

Snspicion jn the uuro ro.'xd t:o mimtxdel‘
When two ride bhe Ramo hom ona z:nunt
He who wlll l;:ver etoop wlll me’rel«
Ttiy hard to kega ﬂra uz‘niing. l hel
Intolernnce’ most; int-oiemnﬂy dgnﬂnacm;
Selt-sufficienty m-oce_eds tram imi .

Loveis a-severe: criﬁe.' Hata can @.,,.

‘Po remémbsr—to forget! Alna. thi:it ‘

‘He-who oan: SUPPréss ﬂnomﬂt‘s m::gw

that some one else does the same’ thing.
library, himself an. entbusiastio Christian | .
humanist, did not besitate to place him-|

‘Sometimes che man steum mauw ob!;er‘ satdi
‘times, and” morow frequenﬂy. m«mey eteais &han
The excessés ol' our yauth'am dmm oa I

Avarice, which twoﬁtennﬁexrda wea?itﬁ, : Bely 1

Trae pleasare is only foitnd in thc o

His beloved ones, I bave mever fownd z}

‘ fln wkic‘k thq diwm 1

Divine]
of An-ioch and Atexandria, vied with one, - Comedia, Jomaiem !}ali ey .P by

another in ewpleging Greek philosophy |

'énatched the precious twanuseripts Trow| at & ‘f
the flames, that miliipiied copies, that] - apey
buils those noble cathedrals vmin;; m!z%x 1o

& upota, paps
Y mte, thnev‘l?uma wﬁi wmRin
3 ‘,irvtzm themizbject Atk the fx
piratton vfthatime € rwhichikn tﬂpnla
ﬂumm wax formeda . ‘

'i'he tand jnry ab l‘a {3 ‘msym In
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way: Im
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New York _ 50 lowge . thab §taf
Qizision  has bem spoken. offor sm;ml
years.. It comprises thevlity pndl °§

o Now Yoark and the counties of Vent:|
chester, Putnam, Datchess, Ulster, Sulll
gnn, Orauge ichreqnd and Tocklid |
and.the Bahama islands, Inthis terrttm%‘
gre mars Catholies than m& atharAm

Qan ﬂeenczm bmst ot Thoy are c:stimnted
at §00, Biiocese of Chieago}
- bay 556* atbg(m (23 autl l‘h!i&d&lgbit
alniml 420.%1 In pimking the vEsitstions
‘of the 219 chnrohes. m.;der hfa Jneisdietion.
anduétmlnxatcﬂng confirmiafion in thew:
Archbishop Coraiumisk ept pretty busy
for more than half of svery year. Thenew
aiocese, {hin asid, will comsprlnth
“portion of the present territory, with the
‘restdencaof the Viskop fn ‘Ponghkatpsin

" Whitein Ia lng, M!c!s». Gmd Coms
matider D A ] deot -the Axclend
Qnder of Loul.&mtri 5y $hie 1vaw sebialy
“secret-induntrial orgadlcmtion wklck |
craating auch adurote In- Knosa s
pther states, axid that bs shoxid lewve
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s-expect muster in PETER XepCL
‘mentuof thexpder,” *The Unlted Tabor
organizations of thataity,** hiweid, "have
.declied toenlist unﬂnrourhnnm which,
T think, will give thu otdes & mew wad
wonderful hnpemn.” Commander Ruy«
nolds ways
ut;fonx &.oti’as {1 foriyfocir-states amd
torfes, aud thub 1500 wonmtin are}
 conyplétely organized.  Hm expecteis s}
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pontifical throge an Urban 'VIIL whes.
puetical effusions in Latin verse ‘wank |
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