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CHAEMING AND DEVOUT. 

.Story of the Death of a Pagan Convert 
to the True Faith. 
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B o w a Pr ince of Madagagcar, B r o u g h t to 
th« Lieut iu His Old Age, Set au Example 
Wo-thy of Imitat ion-Progresi of Reli
gion In Che Great Island. 
There is a h igh ly interest ing-account 

in t h e Annal s of the Propagation of 
t h e F a i t h of the progress of rel igion in 
Madagascar. A m o n g other passages 
n o t the leas t interesting' is one in con
nec t ion w i t h the death of one of the 

J princes of that country, which is told 
* With a nat ive s implicity that make-; it 

qui te charming and d e v o u t It runs as 
fo l lows: 

"One of our best Christians, John 
Bapt i s t Rasovelo, Lord of Amoohi-
masina, of the noble castle of Zaza-

'*•**" maro lahy (highest caste of the Ma-
. l agasy nobi l i ty) , died on Aug. 15, thus 

i g o i n g to celebrate in heaven the Feast 
of the Assumpt ion of Our Lady. W h a t 
a beaut i ful soul was his! It was not 
until" he was past 70 that he got to 
k n o w the true rel ig ion; but his hon
esty, tru ly extraordinary for a Mala
g a s y Pagan, had opened the w a y for 
him. From that t ime unti l his death, 
his venerable head, w i th its wh i t e hair 
and beard, was to be seen in the midst 
of the black wool ly heads of his lower 
B e t s i l e a a vassals as they were learn
i n g the Catechism. When he had 
found the l ight , he was ever str iv ing 
to make i t vis ible t o the eyes of his 
family and his people. The Church of 
Ambohimasina, s i tuated near his resi-
dence, w a s at t w o hours' distance from 
Menakely (fief) of Ambohipo-Ivato 
T o spare his y o u n g pupils fatigue, he 
const i tuted himsel f gratui tous ly their 
schoolmaster. T h e children used to 
arrive on Saturday evening, and did 
n o t take their departure till Wednes
day. T h e noble Lord lodged them, 
had their meals prepared, and con
ducted t h e m in order to Mass or to 
their games. 

"His las t i l lness was the occasion of 
m u c h edification. Once, twice, or even 
three t imes a w e e k w e ^st-d to go in 
so l emn procession, headed by the 
cross, s i n g i n g hymns, to bear to him 
the bread of the strong. Seated on his 
bed, c lad in his most beautiful white 
robes, he received his Divine Guest 
w i t h a fa i th that astonished the nu
merous P a g a n s that wi tnessed the 
touching scene. He never failed to 
m a k e bis preparation aloud, in the 
form of an appeal to the Divine King1, 
and his t h a n k s g i v i n g in the terms em
ployed, by the Malagasy when they 
offer the Sovereign the Hasin' Andri-
ana, or homage of fidelity and vas
salage. The devil, be ing filled with 
jealousy, ceased n o t t o harass him dur
i n g his las t i l lness; but whi le he re
ta ined his senses, John Bapt is t Raso-
ave la cont inued to fight and repel the 
repeated at tacks of the enemy". In his 
s imple faith, he desired to have a st ick 
a l w a y s 'near his pillow, and would 
seize i t a t each fresh apparition of the 
tempter and deal b lows r ight and left 
u n t i l he put his e n e m y to f l ight I had 
no difficulty in persuading him that 
there ex i s ted a more efficacious 
weapon; I quiet ly removed the stick 

" and put a vessel of holy water in i ts 
place, and then I gave him a crucifix. 
From that m o m e n t victory w a s as
sured, but at the price of I k n o w not 
h o w m a n y s i g n s of the cross, sprink
l i n g s of holy water, and ardent k i s ses 
imprinted on the figure of Jesus Cruci
fied. 

A Gentleman and a Christian. 

"On Saturday, Aug. 13, I w a s sum
moned in al l haste to administer ex
treme unct ion and say the prayers- for 
those in agony. It was jus t before 
the Assumption, wh ich w a s also the 
feas t of the dedicat ion of one of my 
Churches. On that day also there were 
t o be some First Communions. I must 
o w n that we were no t grateful to the 
good and noble Lord, Rasoavelo, for 
t h u s saddening the days of joy by his 
death. But he, a thorough g e n t l e m a n 
as we l l as a thorough Christian, 
seemed, according t o his wont, to guess 
our desires, and fulfilled them. In a 
w a y which s truck all, even the Pa-

:u gans , as extraordinary, his agony was 
prolonged for three days; and when 
our feasts were coming to an end, 
and w h e n the las t joyous chant s were 
d y i n g out, in the even ing of the trium-

*• p h a n t Assumpt ion of Our Lady, the 
!-beautiful soul of J o h n Bapt is t Eoso-
"^avelo went , a s w e hope, to the e terna l 
_ father land t o take part in the rejoic

i n g s of Mary. 
"Amongst the Christians, amongs t 

h i s vassals , and througout the country, 
there was a general mourning. When 
I arrived on the e v e n i n g preceding the 
funeral, a dense crowd w a s w a i t i n g to 
pass the n i g h t beside the bed of death, 
according t o the Malagasy custom—a 
sad e n o u g h usage, alas! T o protest 
a g a i n s t their shamefu l practices, and 
t o s e t in opposi t ion to th em the maj 
e s t y of the Christian ceremonies , w e 
resolved to keep the holy watch by the 
body. T h e removal of the corpse a t 
n igh t fa l l attracted the crowd into the 

* v a s t church of Ambohmasina. Upon 
a catafa lque a s grand as our poverty 
f l o w e d , w e placed the venerated re
mains , by the g lare of t h e torches. 
T h e ceremony w a s certainly str iking. 
.The P a g a n s themse lves were moved , 
a n d they fo l lowed w i t h at tent ion our 

-exerc ises , prayers, chants , pious read-
r ings , , the Way of the Cross, and the 
~~lJEo,saries, which cont inued all n i g h t 
-' long* around the coffin of th is noble 

v „ - / a|td vjaliant Christian, w h o whi le liv-
, A ^ v iBg?'bad presided s o m a n y t imes a t our 
|Vv;^pwus:*in;eetings in t h a t very same place. 
^V^fjitjthe morning , a t s ix , t h e Communion 

Xklass w a s celebrated in the presence oz 
al l these Christians gathered together 
from different districta Then Father 
Moutant sang the Mass of Requiem, 
and accompanied the corpse to i t s l a s t 
earthly abode." 
Some Strange African Religion* and the 

Christian Opposition, 

Here are a f e w l ines on the chief ob
stacles w h i c h the Propagat ion of the 
Fai th has to encounter in Madagascar: 

"The devil, infuriated against the 
human race, a t tacks each individual 
and each nat ion in its weak point," 
wri tes aga in Father Fonta ine t o Mgr. 
Caaet "A t h i n g that is astonishing 

and perhaps unique in t h e world—* 
Satan has laid s iege . to Madagascar 
and g o t possession of it by means of 
death. Everywhere else, if I am n o t 
mistaken, w h e n the enemy has become 
master of a place and has closed al l 
means of e x i t when all the means of 
safety have been stopped, death st i l l 
remains as a last hope. H o w many 
notorious reprobates have been con
verted at the last hour! But it is, on 
the contrary, through death itself that 
the Malagasy are lost. The serious 
i l lnesses preceding the last moments 
place, as a fact, these poor people a t 
the mercy of sorcerers, the only doc-
ors—I was a l m o s t g o i n g to say the 
only priests—formerly known, in Mad
agascar. Through them the devil g e t s 
possession of the dy ing and of their 
families, whi le making them submit 
to the most detes table practices. One 
of these* that of the stamanga, consists 
in wi ld dances, cold baths, and innum
erable ignominies in the presence of 
an immense crowd and to the sound of 
savage music. Then, to remove all 
idea of a Divine Judge, the devil g a i n s 
the at tent ion of the dy ing man by the 
apparition of ancestors and other dis
mal spectres, wel l fitted to revive in . 

e d y i s h a n d y — t h e d e m i j o n n or r u m . 
Whenever a corpse is at l eng th buried, 
howsoever thinly the country may be 
peopled, another is sure to follow, and 
t h e f e a s t is a g a i n a n d a g a i n r e n e w e d . 
T h e r e a r e s c o u n d r e l s of b o t h s e x e s 
w h o have no other occupation than to 
hurry from one dead person to another. 

"For twenty years the missionaries, 
especial ly amongs t the Betsileos, have 
been doing their utmost against the 
deplorable customs, but they are sti l l 
far from having gained their po in t 

"We are ga in ing ground, however, 
and latterly especial ly we have been 
able to count some s ignal victories 
over the devil and his dead. A mis
sionary d o e s not fear to pounce sud
denly in the the n i g h t upon a drunken, 
savage crowd, that, gathered around iv 
corpse, is g iven over to the saturnal ia 
of which I have just spoken, and to 
put the people to rout w i t h redoubled 
blows. Moreover, the schoolmasters 
gather together their pupils and the 
most sincere Christians, and, forming 
an armed procession, they march thus 
to gain possession of the corpse. The 
agents of Satan in dismay take to 
flight; the demijohns of rum are re
morselessly smashed, and all through 
the n ight prayers and hymns are 
heard, instead of ribald, baccliio 

Interest ing Interview W i t h Archbishop 
R y a n o f P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

A I'lshop'a Bed. 
The Bishop of Qu'-Apelle, who left 

England for his diocese on June 27, 
Bays, in a letter to a private friend: '"I 
left Toronto on Friday night, hoping 
to reach Winnipeg early on Monday 
morning. However, on Sunday, at 4 
o'clock, the train stopped at a small 
place (White River), and we were told 
we could not go on as the river had 
flowed over the l ine There we waited 
,56 hours, at a place of ten wood huts; 
but there was a mission church there 
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the minds of those present the wor
ship of ancestors, which replaces that 
of God. 

"But a worship sti l l move diabolical 
is that of corpses. 

"A man dies; immediate ly no ex
pense is spared; when Irving there 
was n o t h i n g but a filthy rag to cover 
his nakedness; when dead hie remains 
are draped in an immense l amba of silk, 
ornamented wi th precious stones; liv
ing, a wretched mud and w a t t l e hut 
sufficed to shelter him and a l i t t le rice 
or manioc to feed him; dead, on hit* 
s tone tomb, cost ing hundreds of pias
tres, hecatombs of oxen are immolated 
to his manes. Mourning is trans
formed into a fest ival—into infernal 
orgies. The notions of mourning, mis
fortune, happiness, are translated into 
Malagasy by one and the same word, 
Zo. "Such a one is dead; oh, w h a t 
good luck, w h a t a, feasfcT All the 
scum of the land say i t and agree to 
m e e t a t the house of the dead. Quickly 
music ians are sent for, bull-fights are 
arranged; beef is distr ibuted by the 
quarter; rum flows in streams. The 
Bets i leo drinks, a t the expense of the 
dead, to ut ter drunkenness , Then the 
noisy play begins and cries of savage 
joy e n o u g h t o make y o u ill.. Then, 
w h e n the sun has sunk be low the hori
zon, the n i g h t that fo l lows g i v e s free 
course to unbounded l icent iousness 
w i t h o u t name, w h e n all the l a w s of 
decency suffer hideous outrage. Ail 
th is l a s t s n o t one or t w o or three days , 
b u t ten, and at t imes a whole month. 
T h e infect ion e x h a l i n g from the 
corpse invades t h e house, the vi l lage, 
*>m whole neighborhood; but the reua-

BO 1 took the Bervlce. On Tuesday 
morning we went on over miles of ex
c i t ing and s o m e w h a t dangerous places, 
the water being two feet e i g h t inchej 
deep in places, nearly put t ing the en
gine fire o u t " The Bisnop adds that 
the "Palace" is very lively, being 
largely patronised by mice. The fur
niture consists at present of a straw 
mattress, t w o chairs and a table—the 
last i tem borrowed. 
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"The Cro«* of Christ ." 

A correspondent of the London 
Table t writes: I cannot admit tha t the 
i l lustration from Lipsius, represent ing 
a man nailed to an upright stake, shows 
a mode of crucifixion common in the| 
t ime of our Lord. To do so would be' 
to g o against Lipsius h imsel f and 
would, moreover, involve the rejection I 
of all the critical authority and histori
cal evidence that we possess on this i 
su bject Great stress has been laid on ' 
the d is t inct ion between the Greek and ' 
Latin forms of the Cross. I t would j 
certainly be very mis leading to take •' 
these terms in a n y exclusive sense, | 
The Greek Church uses, and has > 
a l w a y s used, the Latin cross, j u s t as '• 
the Roman Church has made use of 
the Greek cross from the earl iest t imea 
Perhaps the dis t inct ion be tween the 
Roman and Byzant ine use in the em
ployment of these t w o forms is most 
pronounced in the ground-plan upon 
which churches are commonly con 
structed in the East and West respect
ively. But even here, as early as the 
age of Constantine, w e find churches 
in the East bui l t in the for-tn of a Lat in 
cross • 

Interference of Government Official • 
iu the Religious Matter* of tbe Nation'* 
'Wards Contrary to the A m e r i c a n I d e a of 
F r e e d o m of Confidence. 
An interest ing interview wi th Arch

bishop Ryan of Philadelphia, on the In
dian policy of the present administra
tion was recently published. A portion 
of the interview is as fol lows; 

"What do y o u think of Commissioner 
Browning's replacing civil ians by army 
officers in the Indian agencies?" the 
Archbishop was asked. 

"I think it was a wise measure," Dr. 
Ryan repJied "It is wel l k n o w n to 
many that the Indians have a lways 
done better under military men than 
under civilians. They know the In
dian character, they are candid and 
dis interested in their dea l ings wi th 
these> helpless people and they are not 
subject to the shif t ing which fol lows 
a« change of administration. The In
dians know and appreciate the soldier 
character. Not many years ago f-hey 
tried to induce the government to ap
point military men as agents . 

''I recall •when General Harney was 
l iving and Father De Srnet was the 
great missionary of the Indians, how 
some trouble arose a m o n g the red men, 
and the President said: 'General, you 
will have to lead an army against these 
fellows.' General Harney replied: 
'No; send Father De Smet and myself 
to treat with them and yon wil l have 
no need of an army.' The President 
did so and so much were these t w o men 
trusted and respected by the Indians 
that the trouble was arranged wi thout 
bloodshed. The army officers are erew 

the Indian fairly and to am tne mis
sionaries in cont inuing and complet ing 
the work which they alone began. 
There has been someth ing . so unsett led 
in the treatment of the Indians for the 
past ten years that it would be wel l if 
President Cleveland's temperate and 
steady policy could be cont inued inde
pendent of change of administration. 
The appoint ing of- army officers t o the 
agencies wi l l help towards that end." 

"Perhaps the Government officials 
have an impossible job ahead of them 
to manage in perfect peace these sav
ages?" 

"Savages?" Baid the Archbishop 
"Let me tell y o u w h a t Father De Smet 
said w h e n his Indians were called sav
ages in his presence. T h e only real 
savages I ever m e t ' said this exper
ienced old man, 'were in such cities 
as N e w York and S t Louis; men who 
have renounced Christianity often are 
far more savage than the Indians.' And 
he w e n t on to praise the wonderful 
natural virtues of the tribes he worked 
among; the Pagan tribes, mind you, 
who had not y e t received the Gospel, 
but who had not suffered from the 
example of the savage bordermen. The 
modesty of the women and the moral
ity of the men charmed this man who 
had seen these virtues among Christ
ian people. 

"lt is a curious fact that life among 
the Indians has a fascination for the 
missionaries, so that the most learned 
priests—men who would have shone in 
the professor's chair or risen to the 
highest places—once having tasted of 
this peculiar life in the woods and 
mountains, care DO more to return to 
civilization. The simple virtues of the 
Indians charm them. Father De Smet 
used to tell a story which is to the 
po in t He was unable to speak the 
Indian dialects, and in his preaching 
****: s i e v e d an interpreter. On one 
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..~—-~ a u u stie» nave raoYvee* Tor tn« 
treaty obl igat ions of the g o v e r n m e n t 
Failure to observe these treaties has 
been the shame of our government ' s 
Indian policies." 

"Under General Morgan your mis
sions suffered, did they not?" 

"General Morgan was afflicted with 
the idea of m a k i n g the Indian non-
sectarian, and he certainly disturbed 
our missions. He wished to apply to 
the Indians the publ ic sys tem idea. 
He forgot one important f a c t Children 
who attend non-sectarian schools can 

vbe taught their rel igion at home, for 
they have Christian homes; but the 
Indian y o u t h with Pagan parents, OJ 
ignorant or incapable ones, g e t no re 
l igious training at all if he does no t re 
ceive it a t the Government school 
President Harrison's Commissioner 
would have deprived the Indians of one 
certain benefit the Christian school can 
give them. He seemed determined to 
wrest the Indians by degrees from the 
guardianship of those who had labored 
for their e levat ion years before the 
State found t ime to look after them. 
We have no pleasant memories of Gen. 
Morgan's term in office." 

"Do the missions hope to fare b e t t e r 
under Pres ident Cleveland's adminis 
trat ion?' 

"We were wel l content w i t h the 
treatment of the miss ions dur ing his 
first administration. ' If the same 
spirit should d ic tate his present 
policy w e cannot complain. Com
missioner B r o w n i n g and Superin
tendent Armstrong are said to be men 
of superior inte l l igence amd free from 
theories. Ti \e7 w i s h s imnlv t o t r e a t 

vuccision ne was tnus preaching to a 
gather ing of Indians w h o sat on the 
side of a hill l i s t en ing to him, the 
chiefs and notables on the top of the 
ridge, the common crowd below. T h e y 
listened gravely to his instruct ion and 
his interpreter. When i t was ended 
one of the chiefs came d o w n to tell him 
in very good Engl i sh t h a t he had a 
poor interpreter. 

"These people," said the chief, "think 
deeply on w h a t y o u have been saying, 
but the interpreter has put i t before 
them in a foolish way. 

"But pray," said the astonished mis
sionary, "where did y o u learn Eng
lish?" 

"In Ire land faith," replied the In
dian chief. Then he told his story to 
the amused and de l ighted pr i e s t He 
had wandered West from N e w York, 
had taken to drink in the border 
towns, when a friend transact ing busi
ness v.h the Indians took him along 
t o ge t him a w a y from whisky. He 
had taken a fancy to t h e Indians and 
remained wi th them. Then in a war 
wi th other tribes he had dist inguished 

himself and w a s made a c h i e f "After 
that," said he, "I married a squaw as 
we l l as I could, where there w a s no 
pr ies t and I have five pappooses tha t I 
baptized as wel l as I k n e w how, b u t 
I'd l ike to have y o u r Reverence do it 
al l over and do it r ight this t ime." 
If men l ike these missionaries loved 
and admired the Indian character 
there m u s t have been much good in \ 
them, and government treatment of j 
t h em calls for a gTeat ja tonement" 

"What work: are yc^ur missicnar&e 
doing a m o n g t h e Indians?" j • 

w e nave missions ror tue inu iaus 
in a t least twe lve States and Terri
tories, and they look after the educa> 
tion and tra in ing of 50.000 Catholic In
dians. The missionaries nuaibar 113 
priests, chosen from the various re
l igious orders, Jesuits , Benec i e t ines 
and Franciscans. They are assisted in 

| tne work by the various sisterhoods. 
"Our schools number 83, and c a r 

churches perhaps 150. We educate, 
feed and clothe, w i th the government's 
help, over 5,000 children. Last year 
we received into the Church over 2,000 
Indians by baptism. T h a t means l o n g 
and carefu l instruct ion of these poor 
people, whose ignorance can be imag
ined w h en they first come to the mis
sion. 

"We have a normal school for the 
Indians in Indiana, w i t h 81 pupils, 
four of them in training for the priest
h o o d We also have industrial schools, 
where the children are trained to 
farm work and various trades. With 
the sums al lowed by the government , 
the sums col lected year ly in our 
churches, and the donat ions received 
from other quarters, we would no t be 
able to m e e t the expenses of the mis
s ion but for the regular and generous 
ass i s tance of the Drexel family, whose 
members have been special ly devoted 
to these missions. 

"The field of missionary work has 
been cu l t iva ted by us for nearly a cen
tury in this country, not to ment ion 
the labors of French missionaries in 
colonial times. We do no t look w i t h 
indifference, therefore, on the at tempts 
of trans ient officials to drive us from 
ground we have so properly and bene
ficially made our own. Ne i ther is it 
according to the American idea of 
freedom of conscience - that Catholic 
Indians,, because- in theory they are 
held to be government wards, should 
be compelled to adopt any creed that 
pleases the passing Indian Commis
sioner. 

"In Oregon, for example, the priest 
is not permitted to attend the Catholic 
Indians on certain reservations. In 
General Morgan's time most of the 
Protestant missions agreed to refuse 
government aid for the sole purpose of 
forcing us to do the same. But in spite 
of these annoyances I hope to see the 
good work go on in peace. The gov
ernment ought surely to appreciate the 
work of our heroic missionaries and 
philanthropists, a work wi thout any 
recompense in this world." 

"Do you take any interest in the 
summer school which opens this year 
in Plat tsburgh?" 

"It would be impossible not to feel a 
very deep interest in an enterprise so 
important, and one that has made so 
fair a beginning. I t has my warmest 
sympathy. 

"It is too soon, of course, to speaK 
of the future of the school, but if it be 
the intent ion to s tart s imilar schools 
in the course of t ime in other sect ions 
of the country, it s eems to me advis
able that the Chautauqua plan be con
tinued in this case. The offspring of 
the parent should remain at tached to 
the mother and maintain an affection
ate intimacy. Chautauqua's branches 
are, I understand, managed from the 
central schooL 

"The favor which the regents of the 
N e w York State University have s h o w n 
the school has w o n for these l iberal-
minded gent l emen the regard of the 
Catholic body, and in m a k i n g the 
Bishop of Albany a member of the 
Board they have conferred an honor 
upon the Episcopate which I cannot 
r^ention wi thout sincere p r v s e . " 

"Reduct ion of Clerical Salaries.** 

A te legram announced the other day' 
the interest ing fact that the Hoiy ,S^e 
had communicated w i th the Spanish 
Government to the effect that the Pope 
consents to an enforced reduction . ot 
clerical salaries. N o w this te legram, 
It should be observed, only expresses 
half the truth of that which has ac
tually occurred. In order to under
stand the facts of the case it wi l l be 
necessary to remember that in the se
vere monetary crisis through which 
Spain is passing, the Queen Regent and 
the Royal Famiiy offered a shining ex
ample of sacrifice by renounc ing many 
of the emoluments derived from the 
Civil l i s t That example has been fol
lowed by the Ministers, and natural ly 
justifies the sacrifice w h i c h ^will be 
sventual ly imposed upon all the State 
servants. The clergy, also, by no 
means backward in patriotism, have 
some forward to take part in the g e n 
eral offering; a course of action, how
ever, which, under the circumstances , 
can only be sanct ioned by the Holy 
See. The Pope's consent has accord
ingly been granted, but under three 
sonditions: L The reduction of the 
clerical salaries shal l have a provis
ional character; 2. I t shal l be applied 
only to such ecclesiast ics and rel ig ious 
inst i tut ions as enjoy sufficient revenue; 
8. The clergy shal l only be compel led 
to such reduction w h e n it has a lready 
been applied to other State servants. 
Le Moniteur de Rome, the paper whiefc 
supplies this information, also adds, 
jeith evident reference to some other 
published report, that it is untrue to ' 
say that the Holy See gave this consent 
by "a„ j telegraphic despatch, a course 
which is not customary; but i t is possi
ble t h a t the Ambassador attached to 
;he Holy See eommuniea'ted to his gov-
s r n m e n t b y te legraph the inte l l igence 
which he received wi th the usual 
formal itie-s. 

The man wastes his t ime who under
takes to reason wi th a fool. 

When our hearts are fuL oi Chimt a 
very l i t t l e of tiiib wdrlu ib enough. 

N o tree can ever becomes© large as not 
t o depend for life upon ; its'* smallest 
roots. Profession tha t i s al l prefanaii 
has JOQ influence except for e ^ L 
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