
ENGLAND'S DEDICATION 
To the Mother of God and the Prince 

o f t h e Apos t l e s . 

Tbe Ceremonies With Which the Conn 
try Js to Be Consecrated to Mary and 
Peter, a* Ordained By the Sovereign 
Pontiff: 

The letter of the Cardinal-Archbishop 
a n d B i s h o p of Eng land announcing' 
t h a t the country is to be consecrated to 
t h e Mother of God and the Prince of 
t h e Apos t l e s w i l l be. hai led by Catho
l ics w i t h d e e p sat isfact ion. The s tep 
i s to be t a k e n o n the in i t ia t ive of the, 
H o l y Father, and as the commission! 
w h i c h h is predecessor Gregory im-

the Prince of the Apostles, a procession 
and Te Deum. 

The acts of consecrat ion wi l l be re
peated in al l the cathedrals and 
churches of the various dioceses on the 
ensuing" Sunday, the feast of the Visi
tat ion of the Blessed Virgin, and by all 
w h o shal l take part in the devot ions on 
either of the t w o d a y s a plenary in
du lgence m a y be ga ined on the usual 
conditions. Measures wi l l a l so be taken 
to perpetuate these so lemn dedicatory 
ceremonies. The consecration to our 
Lady wi l l be renewed every year on 
Rosary Sundoy, and tha t to S t Peter 
on the Sunday w i t h i n the octave of his 
principal f e a s t 

Wordly-minded persons may ask: 
Why bring into such prominence devo-
*>»nfi to which the Protes tant s of Eng-

reads and examines tne iaexs s ia tea 
with such remarkable succ inctness and 
clearness in the letter of the Cardinal-
Archbishops and Bishops can refuse to 
admit that prior to the reformation the 
people of this realm deemed union with 
Rome an absolute ly essent ial feature 
of their Christianity. From the period 
when the Fai th came to England from 
Rome unt i l the re ign of Henry V\IL, 
they turned to the See of Peter as to a 
beacon l i g h t Not only did our Pri
mates receive the Pa l l ium from the 
successors of the Prince of the Apostles, 
but the great ambit ion of all w h o could 
afford the t ime and expense was tc 
m a k e a p i lgr image to the Eternal City 
and obtain the blessing of the Supreme 
Pontiff on their labors. This desire 
was shared alike by kings, bishop*. 

wi l l become their patronage? II w e 
Tevive wi th in our hearts the firnr fa i th 

i and fervent charity of our forefathers, 
! w e may count most assuredly, as they 

did, upon a corresponding response 
from on high." There is a large num
ber of Protes tants whose knowledge of 
the history of their country is confined 
to the narratives wri t ten by bitter anti-
Catholic bigots , and w e shall be sur
prised if one of the mpst s tr ik ing re
su l t s of the public acts of consecrat ion 
which are about to take place be n o t 
the removal of many of the errors they 
have taught, and the opening o f ' t h e i r 
m i n d s to the fact that, in breaking off 
communion w i t h the Holy See, Eng
land rejected a Christian principle 
wh ich was considered vital by their 
forefathers. 

i h % fioly Sacrifice, 
L e t us reanimate our Faith. Do w t 

sufficiently reflect t h a t i t is a t the sac*| 
rifice of Jesus Christ t h a t w e da i ly as
s ist? N o w i t i s n o l onger a Bloodyj 
Sacrifice, t h o u g h neverthe less real and 
true, for Jesus by a ref inement of love 
wished to spare u s a too painful repre
sentat ion of His sufferings and death. 
And if His heart pushes generositv- to 
such an excess, 1'f He oe so prodigal''" of 
miracles, that the Holy Mysteries may 
be every m o m e n t renewed, should w e 
be cold and indifferent, and y ie ld to 
tepidity, and by accus toming ourselves 
to His benefits, become insensible to 
them? As Moses on the Mountain, so 
do w e too ' "make haste, and bow our 
heads to the earth, and worship;" so 
v e . each in his o w n place, w i th his 

DOMESTIC READING. 

When a strong brain is weighed witii 
a true heart, i t s e e m s to ma l ike bal-" 
a n c i n g si, bubble aga ins t a w e d g e o f 
pure g o l d 

Were w e t o recognize h o w important 
and how necessary t o us is char i ty to* 
wards our neighbor, w e should devot© 
ourselves to n o t h i n g else. 

Tel l m e y o u r associates and I wi l l t e l l -
y o u w h a t y o u are; te l l me w h a t y o a 
busy yourse l f about and I wil l te l l y o t f 
w h a t may be expected of you. 

God metes o u t the recompense ac
cording to the fervor applied; the diffi
cu l ty overcome, the wear iness endured 
the smal l satisfaction. 

If you wi sh to see the person t h a t 
vou love renlly joyful do all in yoai 
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parted to St Augustine lea to tne na
tion'• conversion, the instruction given 
b y L e o ,may have a n important bear ing 
o n t h e fu ture re l i g ious l i fe of t h e peo
ple. H i s Hol iness ; w h o i s a keen stu
d e n t o f history, h a s noted t h a t t w o of 
E n g l a n d ' s moat p r o m i n e n t characteris
t i c s i n former t imes were devot ion t o 
t h e Blessed Virg in and confidence in 
t h e pa tronage of S t Peter. He per
ce ived h o w p o w e r f u l l y they contrib
u t e d t o t h e country ' s spir i tual progress 

B n d t h u s w a s inspired the idea of their 
revival. "It i s our mos t earnes t de
s ire ," said he, address ing t h e E n g l i s h 
pi lgr ims, o n the occasion of his Episco
pal Jubi lee , "that fa i thful E n g l a n d 
shou ld once more, w i t h the great
e s t fervor .revive her devot ion to 
t h e s e t w o patrons of the faith, 

. t o these t w o powerful guardians 
o f al l virtue, and, God prompt
i n g us, w e m o s t earnes t ly e x h o r t the 
fa i th fu l of E n g l a n d to fo l low the ex
a m p l e o f the ir forefathers, and by a 
s o l e m n re l ig ious r i te t o dedicate, and 
c o n s e c r a t e t h e w h o l e country to the 
m o s t H o l y Mother of God and t o the 
blessed Pr ince of t h e Apostles . L e t 
th i s expres s ion of our ardent desire, 
f raught w i t h ' m u c h a d v a n t a g e t o your
se lves , be loved chi ldren, be the chief 
and p l e a s i n g re turn w e make to y o u for 
t h e good w i s h e s w h i e h y o u naive brought 

to us." 
T h e Holy Father ' s i n t e n t i o n wi l l be 

Carried o u t w i t h bef i t t ing so lemnity . 
: On the 39th of this month, the Feast 

Of SS. Pe te* a a d JPaaL t h e Cardinal 
*aacl Bishops ;i*Wv be present at the 

IBatory Chureb, a t v a Pontificial High 
-'lifigsAt a t w h i c h theire w i l l be a sermon 
ptf^Qwe LadyriS 0Qwry,, and an act of 

4e^t£Secration to theiiBlessed "Virgin* . In^ 
€he Afternoon a sermon on Si Peter | 
will oeKpreache4 ia'thfe' same church 
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land are, as a whole, so averse V The 
question is answered w i t h o u t difficulty, 
says the Liverprol Times. The object 
is to secure fresh graces for the country 
and deepen rel ig ious life, and to fa
miliarize. Catholics and non-Catholics 
w i th the practices of their ancestors. 
Anyone w h o considers for a moment 
the prevai l ing indifferentism m u s t re
cognize the necess i ty of br ing ing back 
the anc ient l ivel iness of f a i t h We 
hear much nowadays of re l ig ious super
s t i t ions Undoubtedly the mass of men 
cult ivate a superstit ion, but i t is the re
verse of rel igious; it is the worsh ip o i 

' w e a l t h In the s t rugg le for prosperity 
and riches, God is forgotten. Amids t 
the g r o w t h of opulence, refined taste 
and erudition, h o w many are l iv ing 
practically pagan lives, and so pre
paring the w a y for the failure of our 
civilization. Such a tendency m u s t be 
counteracted by the leaven of re l ig ion 
andi w h a t better method of introducing 
this than by res tor ing the Catholic cus
toms of early Eng land for the da i ly 
l ives of the o ld Eng l i sh Catholics were 
a lmost a cont inual act of worship. 

T h e consecration of Eng land to the 
Blefijsed Virgin and St. Peter will , it 
may be safe ly predicted, induce m a n y 
Protestants , t o inves t igate more closely 
the evidences of England's past con
nect ion w i t h Borne. We have in recent 
y e a r s s een the Ritual ist ic leaders set
ting- u p the absurd and preposterous 
theory that the Church of England is 
t h e same n o w as i t w a s in the pre-
Reformation days. I t is our duty to 
en l i gh ten the minds of those w h o m 
they misgu ide or are l ike ly t o mislead, 
and w e k n o w n o bet ter m e a n s of ex
pos ing the fa l lacy t h a n toimpress„upon 
the publ i c t h e c loseness of the t i e s by 

which this country was for centuries 
uni ted t o t h e Holy See. We venture 

k n l c h t s ana Durgessea before tne 
Norman conquest four king's resigned 
their high p o s i f o n s and w e n t to the 
Hoiy City to breathe their last wi thic 
its sacred precinct*. Rulers of strong 
character, such as Alfred and Canute, 
sought advice a n t uireetion from th« 

'Pope, and pious raonarchs such as the 
C'nnf «sor r&ihpd T\<>), f nvnum'Tits o 

their devotion to S t Peter and his suc
cessors The number of Engl ish 
churches dedicated to the saint at tes t 
the earnestness w i th which his in
tercession and protect ion were scjaght 
Canterbury, London, Exeter, Bath, 
Worcester, Colchester. Cambridge, 
Petersburgh, Ely, N o t t i n g h a m , Lin
coln, York, and many other ^centres of 
re l ig ious l i fe raised up churches under 
his patronage. The spontaneous zeal 
d isplayed in the contributions to S t 
Peter's Pence, is, too, a manifest proof 
of the recogni ton of the c laims of the 
successors of the Prince of the Apost les 
to the spiritual a l leg iance of the Eng-
g l i sh people. In a word, the marks of 
devot ion to the Roman See are deeply 
s tamped on every page of Engl i sh his
tory. Subtle conspirators aga ins t 
truth, may endeavor to obl i terate them, . 
but their efforts can only bring con
tempt upon themselves . 

In accordance w i t h the wish of the 
Holy Father and Bishops, the Catholics 
of Eng land Will jo in wi th enthus iasm 
in the solemm services w h i c h wi l l be 
held on the Feas t of the Vis i tat ion of the 
Blessed Virgin. As they g-lory in the 
inheri tance of the ancient faith, they 
Will feel a l e g i t i m a t e pride in he lp ing 
to bring" back the re l ig ious practices 
and fervour of pas t days. "May w e 

Bandiome Is Who Haadiom* Doe*. 
But, bless us, th ings may be lovable 

that are not a l together handsome, I 
hope. I am not at all sure that the 
majority of the human race have not 
been ugly; .and even a m o n g those 
"lords of their kind"—the B r i t i s h -
squat figures, ill-,shapen nostrils , , and 
d ingy complexions are not s tart l ing ex
ceptions. Yet there is a grea t deal of 
family love amongs t us. I have a friend 
or two, whose class of features is< such 
that the Apol lo curl on the s u m m i t of 
their brows would be decidedly trying; 
y e t too my certain knowledge , tender 
hearts have beaten for them, and their 
miniatures—flattering, but sti l l not 
lovely—are kissed in secret by motherly 
l ip s I have seen many an exce l lent 
matron w h o could never in her best 
days have been handsome, and y e t she 
had a packet of y e l l o w love let ters in a 
private drawer, and s w e e t chi ldren 
showered kisses on her sa l low cheeks; 
and I believe there have been plenty of 
y o u n g heroes, of middle stature, and 
feeble beards, w h o have felt quite sure 
they never could love a n y t h i n g more 
insignificant than a Diana, and y e t 
have found themse lves in middle life 
happily se t t led w i t h a wife w h o wad
dles, tfes, thank God, human fee l ing 

is like the mighty rivers that bless the 
earth, it does not wai t for beauty, it 
flows w i t h resist less force and br ings 
beauty with i t 

o w n heart, w i t n his o w n wants , his 
own thoughts, with his own Intention, 
with his o w n prayers, separate, y e t 
concordant w a t c h i n g w h a t is g o i n g on, 
watching i ts progress, un i t ing in its 
consummat ion . But out of these m a n y 
minds rises one Eucharist ic hymn.— 
Cardinal N e w m a n . 

Time. 
The vears Dass away; the months are 

reduced to weeks and the w e e k s to 
days, the days to hours and the hours 
to moments , wh ieh are all w e possess. 
This l ife be ing full of miseries, w e 
should have no grea ter consolat ion than 
to k n o w tha t i t rapidly vanishes to g i v e 
place to a holy eternity, w h i c h ;Ls pre
pared for us in. the abundance of the 
mercy of God, and to which our soul 
incessant ly aspires by continual 
thoughts aris ing from its o w n nature. 
A great soul sends al l i ts best thoughts 
and affections forward to the infinity 
of eternity, and be ing immortal, i t es- j 

teems too short all that wh ich is not 
eternal, too smal l all tha t wh ich is not 
infinite, and r is ing above the de l ights 
of this life, i t keeps i t s eye steadi ly 
fixed on the immens i ty of eternal goods 
and the vastness of eternal years. 

not'" s a y the Bishops, "cherish a well-* 
founded hope! that as Mary and Peter 
were t h e beloved patrons of E n g l a n d 
for a thousand -years, they wi l l never 

forget ti& btittbat the more iferyently 
we^fcvv^ke tfrbfia t h e mpi-e powerfu l 

Pride dries the tears of anger and vex
ation; humility, those of g r i e f The 
one is i n d i g n a n t that w e should suffer, 
the other ca lms us by the reminder 
t h a t w e deserve n o t h i n g else. 

^v 
J & W*£ 

To spend each day trying to make 
another happy—ohl w h a t a noble work. 
i t is to approach Godla a most intimate j 
m&nher, tot |s: it^bt/t&e constant oe- i 
'^^at ion/pf J" "** ""'"'' 
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Death. 

Death has nothing to surpise you; 
meet it l ike an old friend. Have y o u 
not for a long time been dying a little 
every day? You are a n exile , i t comes 
to lead y o u back to y o u r country; y o u 
are a martyr, i t comes t o bring y o u the 
pa lm of victory. 

Noah's Ark was a type of Mary; for 
as by i ts m e a n s m e n were preservedj 

from the deluge, so are we all saved by 
Mary from the sh ipwreck of_s in—with 
the differences t h a t f e w were saved i n 
the Ark, but by Mary the whole human 
r a ^ w a s ^ rescued f r o m d e a t h . 

power to persaude her tha t y o u are 
happy and that y o u o w e y o u r happi-
nes to her. \ 

Idle is our labor, w o r t h l e s s our toi l , 
ashes is our fruit, corruption is our re
ward, unless w e beg in our undertak
ings in fa i th and prayer, and sanct i fy 
t h e m by purity of l i fe. 

Of w h a t are y o u th ink ing? a friend 
inquired of a savant who, on his death* 
bed, had become »reconciled to God. 
He replied: "I am t h i n k i n g tha t he l l 
is ful l of t a l e n t and heaven of v i r t u e " 

I t is true t h a t the Christian should 
keep his body pure by fervent prayers, 
f requent fasts and mortif ications: but 
he m u s t a lso w a t c h careful ly over h i s 
thoughts , so that the abode he is pre
paring in his heart for the Supreme 
K i n g may conta in n o t h i n g h ideous ox 
disorderly. 

Every man t h a t deserves to be cal led 
Christian acknowledges the duty of 
self-denial. Y o a have t h e opportuni ty 
in your dai ly lffe of d e n y i n g y o u r o w n 
wi l l—deny ing yourse l f for t h e sake of 
others; g iv ing up y o u r wi l l to theirs; 
g iv ing t h em the first place; e x a c t i n g 
n o t h i n g for w h a t costs y o u most; do ing 
i t in s i lence and never speak ing o f 
w h a t y o u have clone 

GorVive us our trespasses , as w e for
g ive t h e m that trespass aga ins t us: I t 
is not sufficient to banish, hatred from 
our hearts, w e m u s t a lso efface every 
painful recollection. 0 my God! W h a t 
happiness is it if Thou-wilt forgive me 
as I forg iva I have been offended b y 
words; I f o r g e t B y act ions; I f o r g e t 
i t By omissions; I forget i t B y un« 
k ind thoughts; I forget. „ * I a l so have 

of ended Thee in all these ways, (km? 
God and T h o u has t forgiven and-foiv 
isrotten all—help; me also to imgim 
and forget 

u 
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