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CHOIE SINGING. "cr 

S h o u l d a Catho l ic S i n g in a Protes tant 

Church Choir? 

' 'business methods"— 
m e n accus tomed to put 

Tota l Indifference on the Part of Moat 
Singer* as t o the Denomination of tbe 
Church from Which They Draw Their 
Salaries. 

Church-choir s i n g i n g has g r o w n to 
a l m o s t a profess ion in the United 

' States . T h e increase in w e a l t h and 
cu l t i va t ion in t b e American c i t ies has 
been / t h e cause of this . Perhaps a lso 
t h e decay of re l ig ious bel ief a m o n g 

^Prote s tant s h a s had someth ing t o d o 
w i t h i t . I n t h e o lden days w h e n the, 
g r e a t body o f Protes tants bel ieved in 
tha B i b l e and read i t devoutly, w h e n 
thejr ca l l ed the ir p laces of worsh ip 
"meet ing-houses ," t h e y all took part in 
t h e .acts.of ^ praise t o God according t o 
t h e s t y l e o f the ir respective sects, and 
t h e y a l l sang , or tried t o s ing, t o the 
Lord. B u t w i t h t h e w e a k e n i n g of be
l ief c a m e a change . T h e old unct ion 
disappeared. T h e y o u n g e r generat ion 
re fused t o t a k e part, and k e p t m u t e 
w h e n t h e w o r d s of t h e h y m n had been 
ffiven out, a n d t h e y smi led i n disdain 

a t t h e squeaking- or nasal tones of 
the i r e lders w h o s t i l l a t t empted 
t o mainta in the tradit ion of c o n 
g r e g a t i o n a l s ing ing . . The' t ime at l a s t 
c a m e w h e n a l l further efforts had t o be 
abandoned and the s i n g i n g w a s l e f t t o 
a f e w vo lunteer vocal ists who gathered 
around the organ. Gradually this had 
t o be g i v e n up as a fai lure and the con
gregat ions , n o w become rich and am
bitious, surrendered* the musical part of 
t h e services u p to the control of c o m 
mittee*, and these , being* "business 
men ," used t o 
t h a t i s t o say, 
a money va lue on everything 1 - -very 
q u i c k l y adopted t h e p lan of hiring- the 
m e n and w o m e n w h o were to s ing the 
praise of God. 

Once profess ional ism w a s introduced 
i n t o t h e church choirs, the particular 
re l ig ious bel ief of the s ingers or tu e 
organ i s t s became necessari ly a second
ary matter , or rather, for .a l l practical 
purposes e f the choir i t ceased to be of 
a n y importance whatever . The main, 
the on ly quest ion, n o w was, ean he—or 
sh«h—sing t h e service as i t o u g h t to be 
Bung? A s for the organis t , he—or she 
—was s o m u c h a part of the key-board, 
pedals and pipes as no t to be supposed 
t o have any h u m a n t h o u g h t apart from 
the mere music . 

One curious effect, by the way, of 
t h i s profess ional i sm in the P r o t e s t a n t 
Church choirs h a s been the introduc
t i o n i n t o t h e m of a good dea l of what 
lis cal led "Catholic m u s i c " For most 
o f these s ingers have had good teach
ers, a l a r g e proport ion of w h o m were 
e i ther Catholics, or t h e pupi l s of other 
t eachers w h o -were Catholics, and thus 
the mus i c of the Masses of Mozart, Hay-
den, Mercadante , and others, and of 
i n n u m e r a b l e "Ave Marias"' has been 
adapted w i t h more or less f itness t o 
t h e w o r d s of P r o t e s t a n t h y m n s and so 
h a s become the c o m m o n property, as it 
were , of w h a t our Protes tant friends 
ca l l ' ' the churches ." B u t t h e m o s t im
por tant feature of th i s profess ional ism 
i s t h e sort o f indifference w h i c h the 
choir s ingers t h e m s e l v e s mani fes t as t o 
t h e denominat ion of t h e Church from 
w h i c h t h e y d r a w the ir salary. T h e 
s o p r a n o w h o thr i l l s a l o n g - d r a w n 
"amen!" i n a Bapt i s t organ- lo f t this 
y e a r w i l l be s i n g i n g a chant—pro
n o u n c e d e h a w n t — i n a L o w Church 
Epi scopa l ian edifice n e x t year. And 
t h e basso , t h e contral to , t h e tenor 
w i l l be found t o . b e equal ly versati le . 
A s t o t h e organist , the less said about 
h im, t h e better. 

T b e o n l y trouble Is when the profes* 
s ional ehoir s inger i s a Catholic. We d o 
n o t propose t o d iscuss t h e moral i ty 
of t h e th ing . . A s t o that , doctors differ. 

B u t there c a n be n o quest ion aa t o the 
absurd i ty of it , t o eal l i t by "no worse 
name; absurdity for t h e Catholic t o 
t a k e part in a service in w h i c h he does 
n o t bel ieve, absurdity for the Protes tant 
ito hire h i m t o do s o And y e t there 
s e e m s t o be n o o t h e r logical i s sue for a 
s y s t e m w h i c h m a k e s tha praise of God 
i n s o n g a mat ter t o be regu la ted by 
sa lary i n dol lars and eenta. 

Fervor and Constancy in God's'Service. 
Does the fire of Div ine love seem 

n e a r l y ex t ingu i shed in your heart? 
Rek ind le it, then, a t His altar. H a s 
y o u r prayer become barren and unsav
ory? Vary i t s form if y o u please; i t 
is a m a n n a for every palate , but re turn 
t o i t w i t h a humbled spirit. H a v e the 
very myster ies of our Lord's pass ion 
los t the ir s w e e t n e s s t o y o u r soul? Go 
back t h e oftener to His cross, and l e a v e 
H i m n o t t i l l o n c e more H e hath blessed 
y o u . F " His adorable Sacrament 
b e g u n f ^ - s t e insipid, or are y o u oold 
w h e n y o u receive i t ? Sti l l m o r e h a v e 
recourse to ,it as a .saving- medicine, 
w$K»se .efficacy and Div ine v i r t u e 
a r e t h e better - k n o w n the more 
t h e y are tried. I n fine, redouble 
y o u r e f forts in proport ion as y o u appre
h e n d y o u r danger. Refrain yourse lve s 
f r o m a l l t h i n g s t h a t indispose y o u for 
God, s t r e n g t h e n y o u r w a t c h w h i l e t h e 
e n e m y i s o n l y approaching; and u s i n g 
t h e t h i n g s o f t h i s wor ld as if y o u used 
t h e m not . A l l o w n o dangerous influ
e n c e t o div ide y o u r hear t—Cardina l 
' -*u*naau. - . :.. 

and bear 

The Power of Poetry and Song. 
T h e m a n w h o m a k e s the people's 

songs is a true and popular preacher. 
Whatsoever, t rue or false, he sends 
forth, w i l l n o t be carried home, as a 
sermon often is , m e r e l y i n heads, t o be 
forgotten before the w e e k is out; i t w i l l 
r i n g in t h e ears, and c l i n g round t h e 
imaginat ion , and fo l l ow t h e pupi l to 
the workshop, and the tavern, and t h e 
fireside—even t o the deathbed, s u c h 
p o w e r i s t h e m a g i c of rhyme. T h e em
igrant , deep in Austra l ian forests , m a y 
t a k e d o w n Chalmer's sermons o n Sab
bath e v e n i n g s from t h e s c a n t y shelf; 
b a t the s o n g s of B u r n s have been haunt*' 
i n g h i s lips, and cheer ing his heart, and 
m o u l d i n g him, unconsc ious ly t o him
self in c lear ing and i n pasture, a l l the 
wearv wr««**» 

C. T. A. U. 

Th« Twanty.Secoud Annual Convention 
of the Wisconsin Societies. 

The twenty-second annual conven
t ion of the Catholic Tota l Abst inence 
Union, of Wisconsin, wi l l be he ld at 
Pshkosh, Wis. , J u n e 14 and 16. 

More t h a n one hundred de legates , 
represent ing about fifty societies, are 
expected to attend. A m o n g the nota
bles w h o have g iven assurance of .their 
presence are Archbishop Ireland, 
Bishops Messmer of Green Bay, Mc-
Golrick of Duluth , Cotter of Winona, 
Shanley of Jamestown, N. D., and 
Father Cleary of Minaeapol ia Arch
bishop Ireland and Bishop Messmer 
wi l l del iver addresses a t the Grand 
Opera House on the e v e n i n g of June 14 

St. Peter Hartyr. 
In 1205 tbe glorious martyr Peter 

was born at Verona of heretical par
ents. He w e n t to a Catholic school, 
and his Manichean uncle asked w h a t 
he learned. "The Creed," answered 
Peter, *'I bel ieve in God, Creator of 
heaven and earth." N o persuasion 
could shake his faith, and a t fifteen he 
received . the habit from S t Dominic 
himself a t Bologna. After ordination, 
he preached to the heret ics of Lom-
bardy, and converted mult i tudes . S t 
Peter w a s constant ly obl iged t o 
dispute w i t h heretics, and a l t h o u g h 
he w a s able to confound them, 
s t i l l the devil took occasion thence 
to t empt h im once against faith. 
Ins tant ly he had recourse to prayer be
fore an image of Our Lady, and heard 

Silence Is Golden. 
Si lence i s g o l d e n somet imes . Es

pecial ly i s i t go lden w h e n y o u are con
scious of irritated nerves, and your 
temper is in the condit ion which in

vi tes the last feather and rejoices to be 
broken under i ts w e i g h t T h e mos t 
amiab ly disposed people have 4he ir 
d a y s of darkness; their moods w h e n 
n o t h i n g looks bright; their seasons o f 
inconsistency, w h e n t h e y as tonish 
the ir friends by their success in the ar t 
of b e i n g disagreeable. I f y o u and I 
are sadly aware t h a t w e are no t in a n 
ange l ic temper, tha t w e are fretted by, 
petty th ings , and ready t o quarrel 
With our nearest and dearest, in danger 
ef s a y i n g sharp o r bitter t h i n g s 
prompted by to-day's misery, w h i c h 
to-morrow w e shal l repent of in 

3 £ S ^ ~ . v / l 

5 Y o u must , b o w y o u r h e a d 
yourse l f contrary t o y o u r habi ts or in
c l inat ions . L i v e h u m b l y before God, 
Ahlh^bly, wfith J 3 u r neighbor, and 

; . £ w e e # y W t h . , y o « | s e l f . 
VLove k a n evergreen;' fn w i n t e r and 

s u m m e r a l i k e i t possesses t h e power of 
b u d d i n g forth. r" Love xs a n ever las t ing 
jnowerj i t eankofr w i t h e r for i t h a * 

., ^ i t h m i t i l i e H o o n t o f immortal i ty . * -
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THE WORLD'S FAIR COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION, BERTHA HONORE PALMER., Preeident of the Ladies Board of Managers. 

ATersecntlon ef the Clergy In Haggle, 
T h e persecution of the Catholic c lergy 

i n Russ ia s t i l l cont inues w i t h increased 
ardor o n the part of governors and 
their officiala T h e n e w governor of 
Wihaa, Mr. Orgiefsky, h a s inaugurated 
h i s appo intment by s e n d i n g off three 
priests i n t o ex i l e for f r o m . t w o t o s i x 
years . N o specific charge h a s been 
b r o u g h t aga ins t them. A fourth has , 
i t i s reported, been confined i n one of 
t h e convent prisons for inadvertent ly 
n o t s t a n d i n g u p w h i l e h i s brother-
priests w e r e t a k i n g the* oa th to the 
emperor. I t i s the o ld s tory of the wol f 
and t h e lamb. Every pre tex t is, se ized 
t h a t i n g e n u i t y can conceive t o harass 
t h e Catholic priesthood. Governors re
fuse t o appoint priests to vacant posts 
on t h e pretence they are n o t wanted, 
With the object i n v i e w of eventua l ly 
c los ing t h e churches and dispers ing the 
flock. On account of an unfortunate 
disorder in a Pol i sh seminary caused 
b y a s tudent w h o i s supposed t o be but 
of h i s mind, the seminaries are threat
ened w i t h civil inspectors. T h e Bishop 
in S t Pe tersburg is actual ly prohibited 
from vis i t ing i n h i s diocese, and thus 
incapaci tated from us ing an important 
m e a n s o f control and influence over h i s 
clergy. A formidable campaign i s or
ganized aga ins t the church, and carried 
o u t w i t h an unre l en t ing animosi ty . I t 
i s said t h e c o n v e n t prison of Ag lona is 
fu l l of banished priests. T h e persecut
i n g officials m a y succeed for t h e mo
ment , b u t sooner o r later their dis
g r a c e f u l ' despot ism, w h i c h should be 
execrated by every, lover of freedom, 
w i l l .be baffled b y t h e g r o w i n g spirit] o f 
inquiry and t h e progress o f wes tern en* 
l ightenman*. 

Un le s s y o u r h e a r t s a n d tens!* a r e 
peace w i t h our Crucified Jesus , 
c a n n o t b e sharers In H i s graoe. . 

at 

on the subject of Tota l Abstinence. 
The Arion orchestra wi l l furnish the 
music for the occasion. The conven
t ion Willi open w i t h a pontifical h igh 
Mass a t S t Peter's Churek at wh ich 
B i shop Messmer wi l l officiate 

After mass Rev. F. X. Steinbreoher, 
t h e president; w i l l cal l the business 
session of the convent ion to order at 
Hibernian hal l o n Main s t r e e t Mat
ters perta in ing t o the a d v a n c e m e n t e f 
the temperance movement and particu
lar ly the work of the Catholic Union 
of Wiscons in wi l l be discussed. 

A t 10 o'clock a. m., the second day of 
the convention, the de legates and local 
temperance societies, accompanied by 
the local companies oi the Wiscons in 
Nat iona l Guard and several bands of 
m u s i c wi l l parade the principal s t r e e t s 
fer t w o hours. 

tft. I h i l i p Jferl. 
S t Ph i l ip Ner i a l lured men to the 

servico of God so dexterous ly and with 
such a holy w i n n i n g art t h a t those w h o 
s a w i t cried out astonished: "Father 
Ph i l ip draws souls as the m a g n e t 
d r a w s iron." He so accommodated him
self t o each, as, in the words of the 
apostle , t o become "all t h i n g s to al l 
men." His l ove of them ind iv idua l ly 
w a s s o tender and so ardent, t h a t even 
in ex treme old age , he w a s anx ious t o 
suffer for their s ins .—Newman. 

iM£»W 
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H e is the w i se s t and the happiest 
m a n w h o by constant a t t ent ion of 
thought , discovers the grea te s t oppor
tun i t i e s of do ing good, and w i t h ardent 
and animated resolut ion b r e a k s 
t h r o u g h every opposit ion tha t ho m a y 
Improve such opportunit ies . 

lit i s rare t h a t Our Div ine Saviour 
s e n d s conso lat ion t o o thers t h a n those 
w h o . e n d u r e g r e a t afflictions w i t h 
f£gbotl htearjb a n d w h o bear a h e a v y and; 
irlsomf o ^ f o r i o W o f Him. ' 
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a voice say ing to him the words of 
Jesus Christ in the Gospel: "I have 
prayed for thee, Peter, t h a t thy faith 
m a y n o t fail; and thou shalt confirm 
t h y brethren in i t " Once w h e n ex
hort ing a vas t crowd under the burn
i n g sun, the heretics defied h im to pro
cure shade. He prayed, and a cloud 
overshadowed the audience. In spite 
of his sanctity, he w a s fouly 
s landered and even punished for 
immoral i ty . He submit ted humbly , 
but complained in prayer to 
Jesus, crucified. T h e crucifix spoke, 
"And I, Peter w h a t did I do?" Every 
day, as he e levated a t Mass the Pre
cious Blood, he prayed, "Grant Lord, 
t h a t I m a y die for Thee, w h o for m e 
didst die." His prayer w a s answered. 
T h e heretics, confounded by him, 
s o u g h t h i s l i f e T w o of t h e m at tacked 
h im as he w a s re turning t o Milan, and 
s truck his head w i t h a n a x e S t Peter 
fell , commended himself to God, dipped 
his finger in his o w n blood, and wrote 
on t h e ground, "I bel ieve i n God, 
Creator of heaven and earth." T h e y 
t h e n stabbed h im in t h e side, and he 
received his crown. 

It is much better to do good w i t h hn 
perfection %han to omit it. 

Force of Habit. 
T h e mind can be s o trained t o this 

t h a t a t certain hours in t h e day i t w i l l 
turn to a part icular l ine of duty, and 
a t o ther hours t o other and different 
labors. T h e very diversity i s restful , 
w h e n at tended t o i n regu lar order. 
There are those w h o confuse and rush, 
and a t t e m p t t o d o several t h i n g s a t 
once, and accompl i sh l i t t le , w h i l e a n 
o t h e r w i l l qu ie t ly proceed from o n e 
d u t y t o another, a n d eas i l y accompl ish 
a vast a m o u n t of work. T h e difference 
as n o t i n t h e capac i ty o f t h e t w o , b u t i n 
the regular methods of the one sws com
pared with the irreglar and confused 
h a b i t s o f t h e other . 

I! 

taokcloth and ashes, there is one safe
guard wi th in our easy reach. Fee l as 
We may, w e can repress speeeh. Our 
l ips are our own. W e m a y look the ir 
gateway , if w e choose, to whatever i s 
unkind, or censorious, or u n w o r t h y of 
our better selves. Nobody compels us 
to find fault audibly. N e b o d y urges us 
to scold or complpin. . If w e avail eur-
selves of the escape-valve of : has ty 
speeeh w e shal l certainly suffer p a n g s 
of regre t by and by n besides inf l ict ing 
present pain on chi ldren and servants, 
w h o cannot answer back w h e n w e chide; 
on brothers and husbands w h o are too 
pat ient or too proud to be resentful; or, 
perhaps, on some dear aged htart , 
which h a s had i ts ful l of sorrow, and 
does not need our adding a drop to thf 
br imming cup. 

The Combat of Life and Its Goal. 
We have dedicated ourselves from in

fancy to a noble combat; our names 
were e n tered as candidates for Heaven, 
in go lden let ters , upon God's o w n book, 
w h e n w e received the adoption of His 
children through baptism. Asked w h a t 
w e expec ted to obta in by t h e Fa i th w e 
w e r e about t o profess, j w e replied, 
"Life everlast ing." This 'Vas our goal; 
towards th i s w e started c lothed in a 
w h i t e robe, emblem n o t o n l y of inno
cence, b u t of victory-

N a t u r e i s true and n o t a l i e N o l ie 
y o u can speak or act b u t i t w i l l come, 
after l o n g e r or shorter c irculat ion, l iks 
a bi l l d r a w n o n nature 's rea l i ty a n d bt 
presented there for p a y m e n t w i t h the 
answer, "No effects." Lies, and the 
burden of evi l t h e y bring, are passed 
on, s h i f t e d from b a c k t o back, and from 
rank t o rank, and s o l and u l t imate ly 
on t h e dumb, l o w e s t rank, who , w i t h 
spade a n d mattock, w i t h sore heart 
and e m p t y wal le t , d a i l y c o m e i n con
t a c t w i t h ' r e a l i t y a n d c a n pass th« 
c h e a t n o longer. —Carlyie. 

THE LOURDESCUBES. 
NONCATHOLICS IMPRESSED BY A VISIT 

TO THE SHRINE. 

A Great Mass of Cratches at the Grotto 
Bear Witness to Miraculous Healing. 
Ludicrous Attempts of Scientists to Ac
count 3For the Wonders Performed. 

Non-Catholic visitors to Lonrdes are 
rarely not impressed b y w h a t they see 
there, and w h e n they wri te about t h e 
grotto often s h o w that faith .exists i n 
their lujarts,. a l though they m a y b e 
ashamed t o confess it! This $a especially 
true of the Engl ish , w h o are naturally 
shy of al l outward religious demonstra
tion, even i n their o w n communion . 

Some one wr i t ing t o the London Spec
tator describes a trip t o Lonrdes and a 
brief stay there, and w h i l e n o t directly 
exhibit ing a belief i n the influences that 
exist a t the shrine or the cures there, 
ye t b e t a y s the deep impressions pro
duced. The unwil l ingness t o admi t 
faith, however, i s not unnatural , be
cause there w o u l d be the charge a t once 
from the scoffing and irreverent of weak-
mindedness and superstition, and there 
is nothing; an Engl i shman dreads more 
than ridicule. 

This writer i n The Spectator >was 
much struck b y the great mass of 
crutches, of all shapes and sizes, piled 
up there, and the bandages w h i c h liter
al ly cover the rock on each side of the 
entrance to the grotto, for the space of 
14 or 15 feet on one side and 10 or 12 
feet on the other, these dismal me
morials ha.vijng been left b y persons mi
raculously cured. The writer says: 

"All I can say i s that I never w a s i n a 
place where there was less concealment 
of any kind, and there w a s n o a t tempt 
whatever IDO influence you in any w a y b y 
priest or attendant. There were al l the 
buildings and the grotto open, and you* 
could examine t h e n f a n d their contents 
undisturbed for any t ime y o u choose to 
g ive to them and draw from your o w n 
examination whatever conclusions you 
pleased. So I , for one, can only repeat 
that I am heartily glad that I w e n t and 
shall think better of m y R o m a n Catholic 
brethren as the result of m y visit for the 
rest of m y life." 

A physician, discussing the cures w i t h 
this person, said, w i t h the usual skepti
c ism of doctors, that the cures of ulcers, 
e tc . , could be disputed, but they w e r e 
no t due to miraculous intervention, ^but 
s imply to the action of mind upon matter . 
The sores were absorbed. "But ," says 
the correspondent of TheSpeotator, "how 
could t h a Absorption o f diseased t issue 
drive a piece o f c loth out of a soldier's 
l eg or body? Such a n explanation w i l l 
not hold water ." 

N o one questions or can question the 
cures, but the explanations are innumer
able, a l l differing from one another, and 
each m u c h harder t o bel ieve than the 
simple fact of a miracle. The scientific 
theories are, for the most part, ludicrous
l y farfetched. To an ordinary mind 
they are absolutely incredible. F o r in
stance, the hypnotic school of doctors de
clare that the diseased pi lgrims "think 
away" their maladies. B u t w h y could 
no t th is principle of cure be applied any
where as w e l l as a t Lourdes and wi thout 
prayer or intercession? Force of thought 
sufficient t o take a lmost l i fe long lame
ness out of a l eg ought t o be able t o ac
complish other marvels . 

But , a s the Engl i shman in The Specta
tor says, these explanations wi l l not hold 
water . I t ii3 m u c h easier t o accept the 
Catholic v i e w a t once of nl iraculous in 
terposition^ The grot to has an incontest-
ible fascination for non-Catholics—even 
for persons of no faith. They g o and ex
amine, and seeing no machinery of de
ception or concealment c o m e a w a y 
thoughtful . T h e y cannot ge t over facts 
before their senses.—Catholic Mirror. 

The Necessity of Baptism. 
The Catholic church l ias a l w a y s taught 

that the sacrament of baptism i s neces-
sary'for salvation, amd the practice of 
pious Christiains f rom t i m e immemoria l 
has confirmed th is teaching. Original 
s in i s the heirloom of every chi ld of 
Adam. Christ inst i tuted th i s sacrament 
t o w a s h the stain o f th is s in f rom t h e 
soul. 

Parents should learn from th i s h o w 
necessary i t i s for t h em t o see t o the bap
t i sm of their children wi thout delay. A s 
soon after b irth as the health of the 
child wi l l reasonably permit, i t should 
be taken t o the parish church t o be bap
tized. The consequences of a delay are 
sometimes so disastrous that a n y negli
gence in this matter cannot be tolerated. 
Bear i n mind the m a n y dangers t o w h i c h 
a child i s exposed at th is tender and 
critical age. Sickness m a y carry i t off 
w i t h s l ight or n o warning , and should i t 
die wi thout baptism i t w i l l never- behold 
the face of God. Parents , h o w c a n y o u 
be so cruel as to endanger y o u r child's 
salvation? If, through any negl igence 
of your o w n , y o u a l lowed y o u r chi ld t o 
die wi thout baptism, y o u w o u l d never 
forgive yourselves, and i n th is y o u would 
be right, a s i t wou ld be a great calamity. 

Too long a delay i s , then, sinful: I t i s . 
the teaching of m a n y theologians t h a t t o 
postpone baptism beyond t w o weeks 
wi thout a very serious reason i s a mor
tal Bin. Y e t some parents d o not serapla 
t o w a i t weeks and even months: before 
they see t o this . T h e y w i l l br in^iorr 
ward all Mads o f n i m s y reasons t o ex 
cuse t h e m s e l v e s Children are ordinari
l y baptized a, d a y o r t w o after birth,--* 
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I t i s est imated that theroare 0,000 post
mistresses i n this eon»fe£:"; . . , . •.,;'•. 
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