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THESTOBYOF AMIRACLE 
The Liiquefa .oa. t lon o f t h e 

o f S t . J a n u a r i u s . 

B l o o d . 

Fact* ami Testimony Reviewed:—Attempts 
at tm-itatUn—Historical Misrepresenta­
t i o n s - : urative of Heatri Cauvain—Star 
Humphrey Davy's Conclusion. 

. T h e fac t s of t h e l iquefact ion of t h e 
b lood of S t . Januar ius ( in I ta l ian Gen-
narp),-patron saint of Naples, which 
•:rd^3ril3P -takes p lace several t i m e s 
e v e r y y e a r in tha t c i ty , have b e e n 
gross ly misrepresented b y t h e m a n y 
•who have sneered a t and decried- the al­
l e g e d miracle . Many falsehoods have 
b e e n pr inted a b o u t t h e matter . T h e 
purpose of these l ines i s t o s ta t e briefly 
and accurate ly w h a t h a s taken place in 
tine past , and takes place n o w , l e a v i n g 
i t t o our readers to judge for themselves , 
(Bays t h e N e w York Sun. 

, Ja imarius , a nat ive of Naples , was , in 
j |ke third century , B i shop of Beneven-
tum (now Benevento), a city some 
t h i r t y mi les inland. I n 805, dur ing the 
persecut ion under Dioclet ian, t h e 
fiercest and mos t s w e e p i n g l y destruc­
t i v e of al l , h e and s i x companions were 
apprehended as Christians, he ld in 
prison, and condemned t o be exposed 
t o t h e w i l d beasts i n the ampitheater of 
Pozzuol i , about five mi les from Naples . 
B u t , o n the day appointed, t h e raven-
e n s w i l d beasts , w h e n l e t loose in the 
arena, instead of devour ing the vict ims 
d id t h e m n o harm, and even fawned 
u p o n t h e m and l icked the ir feet. T h e 
Prefect , T imotheus , w i t h t h e majority 
o f t h e spectators , a t tr ibuted the pre­
servat ion of the. martyrs t o the power 

of sorcery and witchcraft, and ordered 
Januar ius and his companions to be led 
to- t h e s u m m i t of a ne ighbor ing hill and 
there beheaded in the s i g h t of all , and 
a s a w a r n i n g to a l l 

!Fhe amphi theater of Pozzuoli is n o w 
One of the-attract ive s i g h t s in the en­
v irons of Naples , and i s except ional ly 
in t ere s t ing because of the good condi­
t i o n of preservat ion of the curious un­
derground passages in w h i c h t h e busi­
n e s s of t h e show, the preparation of the 
g ladiators , and the care of the wi ld 
beas t s w e r e a t t ended to; the a s sent to 
t h e arena above b e i n g b y open ings hav­
i n g marble covers and resembl ing 
tombs . T h e head and body of the 
martyred Bishop w e r e t a k e n by the 
Christians, transported in secrecy across 
t h e bay , and buried b e t w e e n Vesuvius 
a n d t h e sea on t h e farm of a Christian 
n a m e d Marcian. 

I t w a s customary a m o n g the early 
Christians, in those days of persecution, 
t o gather , whenever t h e y could, tho 
b lood s h e d b y a martyr and preserve it 
i n smal l g la s s v ia ls cal led ampullae, 
w h i c h Were placed w i t h the martyr's 
remains, in his tomb. In the, catacombs 
a t Rome such viala in a n i che are the 
• a r e t t s ign t h a t a martyr w a s there 
deposited. Some of them, or f ragments 
of them, are s t i l l to be seen in t h e 
opened vau l t s or n iches of t h e cata­
combs. T h e v ia l s have w i t h i n a thin 
dark-reddish crust, s h o w i n g st i l l where 
t h e blood reached in t h e glass . Abou t 
twenty- f ive years a g o a chemical anal 
y s i s of a port ion of such crust, or pell i­
c le , m a d e b y direct ion of t h e Pope, 
f u l l y confirmed th i s historical and tra­
di t ional s t a t e m e n t of i t s origin. Many 
s u c h vials 'are a lso t o be seen i n the 
Vat i can and other Christian museums, 
* n d in t h e churches to w h i c h t h e re­
m a i n s of tho martyrs have been trans­
ferred. A s St. Januar ius w a s a prom­
i n e n t Christian, and as his martyrdom 
w a s of so extraordinary a character. 
tt i s t o be natura l ly 'supposed tha t his 
ease w a s n o except ion, t h a t a portion 
of h i s b lood w a s gathered, and, as 
usual , that t h e vials conta in ing i t were 
deposi ted w i t h t h e body in the tomb. 

T h i s pract ice b y t h e ear ly Christians 
of g a t h e r i n g t h e blood shed b y Chris­
t i a n martyrs h a s found i t s repetit ion, 
i n th i s century , in China, and t h e k ing­
d o m of Annanx. I n t h e Chambre des 

' Martyrs of t h e E g i i s e des Missions 
Etrangeres i n Par i s are t o be seen paint­
i n g s b y nat ive art is ts in w h i c h guards 
»re represented dr iv ing a w a y nat ive 
Christ ians t r y i n g t o do t h i s very samo 
t h i n g . \: 

I n t h e y e a r 885, peace h a v i n g been 
fu l l y restored and Christian churches 
bui l t , t h e ; remains of St. Januarius 
w e r e so l emnly transferred from their 
or ig ina l re s t ing place t o Naples , and 
w e r e "placed, i n a church or chapel dedi-
©a#i to bM and situated just outside 

;therCity w a l l s . I n course of t i m e t h e 
h e a d o i > the; sa in t a n d t h e ampullse con­
t a i n i n g h i s b lood w e r e transferred into 
t h e c i t y aiatd -placed i n some church, 
probably^the cathedral . H i s body w a s 

• t a k e n toK Benevento , t h e n c e t o Monte 
inie, and, i n 149?, w a s transferred 
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" i £ Naples , and n o w l i es under t h e prin­
c ipal altaafoff t h e subterranean crypt 
b e n e a t h t h e s a n c t u a r y of t h e cathedral . 

I n 1046 o n t h e w e s t s ide o f t h e cathe­
dral , a spacious , s|>lendad-ehapel. Which 
It took §f years . to , jbn i ld , ' f r ^ w a s e -
erated. I t i s ea l&oj t h e n e w T e s i r o , ^ 
•Ereasnry chape l o f - S t Jaimarius . En­
trance t o i t f r o n i t h e ca thedra l la b y a 

' l » r g e *re3r^ay, c losed b y a l o f t y open, 
w o i & raijinif ©f bronze^ i n w h i c h there 
is a I t M m ^ S M feet wide. In this 

^ « m » p e l ; i b f ^ a f c i : . ^ | » l » ^ i t a r t to t h e 
massive.'ffefisjp , . . . , , „ . -
^ ^ a , m r C l W t ' n y f * w l o c k s . There ­
in , a r e h e p i e a c h i n » separate compart* 
m e n t , i l s i l v e r ^ a t ftf*-sfe* bust* made 
M J o C | C o i ^ f e d e i . ^ t CharlesjofjUrjou. 

*«.» , .~-** *7*»j Wa*ers3dst a n d other 
r l i o h j - ^ t h e l d t o con 

_ Of t h e bones o f t h t 
S t J a a n a r i u * a n d artdfcuanr, 

T«%: mi 

enc los ing t w o a m p u i u * containing- xu* 
blood. These rel ics h a r e been, s inet 
1646, i n the custody of t h e Archbishop1 

of Naples and the c i ty authorit ies , each 
having two keys, so that the tafe can* 
n o t be opened unless both ous tod iam 
are present. " 

Every th ing i s regu la ted by t h e 
l o n g and minute a g r e e m e n t entered 
i n t o in 1646 b y both parties. The 
learned Bol landists , in their great work, 
t h e "Acta Sanctorum," inc l ine t o the 
opinion that t h e l iquefact ion commenced 
in the t en th century,because , a t i ts clo8e* 
S t Januarius , w h o , dur ing the preced-

i n g one, had been ranked a m o n g the 

minor patrons of the Churoh of Naples, 
then held the mos t prominent rplace in 
i t s calendar. T h e earl iest historical 
ment ion of the l iquefaction dates about 
1380. Lupus de l lo Specchio, in his l ife 
o f S t Peregrine of Scotland, s ta tes t h a t 
the saint, w h o came t o Nap le s about the 
y e a r 1100, came t o w i t n e s s th is celebra­
ted and cont inual miracle—quotidianum 
el ins igne miraculum. Maraldus, the 
Carthusian, w h o , as historiographer, 

accompanied his abbot, Rudolph, to the 
coronaton of Rog-er, King- of Sicily, 
te l l s us in his "Chronlcon" h o w i n 1140 
Roger visited Naples and venerated 
the relics of the head and blood of St. 
Januarius . 

After 1400 the not ices o f the l ique­
fact ion are more freqnent. ^Eneas 
Si lvius Piccolomini (afterward Pope 
Pius'II.) , g ives an account ot i t Robert 
Gaguin, the old French historian, nar­
ra t ing the j o u r n e y of Charles VIII . 
in to Italy, ment ions v i s i t ing Naples in 
1495 and wi tness ing and e x a m i n i n g the 
miracle of the l iquefaction. In 1470 
A n g e l o Catone, a physic ian of Salerno, 
wrote a brief but clear account of i t 
Francis Pic, Prince of Mlrandoll, one of 
the most remarkable m e n of the ear ly 
part of the s ix teenth century, in his work 
published in 1562, ent i t led "De Fide e t 
Ordine Credendi," has no t on ly le f t his 
t es t imony as an eyewitnesa, "but also an 
argument sus ta in ing the genu inenes s 
of the miracle. 

Since the invent ion of pr int ing and 
the mult ipl icat ion of books there have 
been m a n y accounts of i t from travel­
ers and authors published in every lan­
g u a g e in Europe. Ever s ince Seutem-
ber, 1639, ten years after the opening of 
the n e w Tesoro chapel, an official diary 
has been kept in it, recording day by 
day the exposi t ions of t h e . relics; in 
w h a t s tate and condit ion the blood was 
found w h e n taken out of the closet; 
after the lapse of w h a t l e n g t h of t ime 
the change, if any, occurred; w h a t w a s 
i ts course and character; In w h a t condi­
t ion the blood w a s w h e n safe ly replaced 
in i ts c loset in t h e evening , and, gener­
al ly, any other fac t s of the day which 
the officers charged w i t h this duty 
deemed w o r t h y of note. Another diary, 
commenced l o n g before t h a t of the 

Tesoro, i s k e p t in the Arehlepisicopal 
archives, and from 1682, i s complete. 

T h e ordinary expos i t ions take place on 
the first Sunday in May, t h e anniversary 
of the translat ion of the rel ics from Mar-
cian's field to Naples , and dai ly through­
o u t the octave; on the 19th of Septem­
ber, the saint's festival, and dai ly 
throughout i ts octave; and aga in on the 
18th of December, in commemorat ion of 
the del iverence of t h e c i ty on that date 
in 1681 from a terrible eruption of Vesu­
vius, which burst out after an unbroken 
s leep of 194 years . 

T h e story of tha t miraculous del iver­
ance is this: Early in the morn ing there 
w a s a very perceptible tremulousness 
of the earth, increas ing in violence 
as the hours rolled on, and the atmos­
phere beoame sul try and close. About 
9 a. m. a h u g e co lumn of smoke w a s 
seen swi f t ly spr ing ing upward from the 
cone of Vesuvius, and expanding in to a 
dark and fearful cloud, w h i c h s h u t out 
the heavens and darkened the day. Later 
in the day w a s added a pouring rain, 
heated and charged w i t h volcanic ashes , 
vrhich lasted a l l n i g h t T h e t rembl ing 
of the earth had indeed ceased, b u t in* 
stead there came sharp, quick shocks of 
earthquake, four or five of them every 
hour. T h e Cardinal Archbishop a t e n o e 
directed re l ig ious services t o be com­
menced in a l l the churches aund t o be 
cont inued w i t h o u t intermiss ion, and 
the rel ics of S t Januar ius t o be borne 
in a procession t h r o u g h t h e s treets near 
the ca thedra l A s this w a s done o n the 
afternoon of the n e x t day the rain 
ceased, but t h e dark c loud st i l l h u n g 
over head and t h e ashes k e p t on fal l ­
ing. A s the procession issued from t h e 
cathedral a blaxe of s u n l i g h t beamed 
around. The procession moved on to 
the g a t e of the c i ty l o o k i n g direct ly to­
ward Vesuvius and t h e advanc ing 
s treams o f lava. T h e r e a n a l tar had 
been prepared i n t h e open air, a n d after 
psalms, prayers and l i tanies had been 
chanted, tho Bishop, ascending t h e 
&teps of the altar, s tood o n t h e plat-
from, ho ld ing aloft the rel iquary of the 
blood, m a d e w i t h i t t h e s i g n of t h e 
Cross toward t h e b l a z i n g mounta in , and 
all prayed t h a t God, t h r o u g h t h e inter­
cess ion of the ir great patron saint , 
w o u l d a v e r t t h e dreaded ca lamity . Ere 
the Archbishop descended from t h e al­
t a r a n e a s t w i n d aprangr up , t h e smoke, 
cinders and ashes were being blown 
a w a y ever the sea, t h e m o u n t a i n g r e w 
«almer?-»n^*fc^^ mol­
ten lava ofl*s«ed its toOTtfmSent and was 
i,eeh t o g r o w cold. On t h e return, o f t h e 
procession t o t h e cathedral t h e s u n w a s 
sbinlrsg "brightly and cheerfully. Out­
side of the c i t y 5,000 m e n , Women and 
chi ldren perished; w i t h i n t h o c i t y n o t 
o n e buildingr h a d fa l len, n o t o n e l i f e 
h a d W^gpSfe;,'-. . / "'.•••'•, '^"-Xv ;- • • 

A o ^ m | ^ ^ / ^ t h e T e ^ ' - ' b e j t ' ' ^ a c ^ iot 
w l t n e s s i n g t h e m i r a c l e i s obfatined w i t h ­
o u t difficulty. A n y ^ r s o n w h o chooses 
Id go into the ta«risty half an hour be-

fore the t ime appointed, ana t o intro­
duce h imse l f a s a s tranger anxious t o 
h a v e an opportuni ty of s ee ing the 
l iquefact ion as c lose ly as possible, is 
Sure t o be kdndly received b y the 
canons , w h o s e courtesy t o s trangers on 
these occasions i s w e l l - k n o w n , and wi l l 
be placed in as advantageous a posit ion 
as can be procured for him. 

T h e rel iquary i s of heavy glass, 
round, and about four inches wide. I t s 
g lass faces are uni ted by a very heavy 
si lver se t t ing . I t is surmounted by a 
si lver crown and cross. B e l o w i t has a 
s i lver ho l low stem, a fraction over 
three inches in l ength , w h i c h serves 
e i ther as a handle or for p lac ing the re­
l iquary on a s tand on the altar. 

From i ts appearance the rel iquary 
cannot be less than 300 years old. Look­
i n g through the g lass faces i ts exterior 
is seen to contain t w o ant ique Roman 
vials of dull , dark g lass of different 
patterns, held securely in their places 
by rude masses of soldering, black w i t h 
age. T h e smal ler vial i s empty , save 
some patches of s ta in or pel l ic le adher­
ing* to the interior of i ts sides. T h e other 
one, w h i c h mig-ht hold a g i l l and a half, 
contains a dark-colored solid substance, 
occupy ing about four-flths of the space 
w i t h i n it. B e t w e e n the vials and the 
t w o opposite g lass faces there is a space 
about the breadth of a finger. 

I n 1649, Cardinal Ascanio Filomarini , 
Archbishop of Naples , determined to 
replace the old si lver reliquary by a new 
one of gold, of exce l l ent workmanship , 
adorned w i t h rich jewels , and g o t up 
regardless of expense. Accordingly, 
on September 1 of that year, he came 
into the Tesoro accompanied by some 
of his c lergy, de legates from the city, 
chosen goldsmiths , and public notarios, 
in order that proper leg-al record might 
be made of everything . For several 
hours tho go ldsmiths tried to open the 
rel iquary. They failed, and gave 
i t up. They could break the reli­
quary, if so directed, but could not 
open i t The Cardinal, unwi l l ing tc 
g ive the matter up, made trial, accom­
panied as before, on the 8th and 16th 
of the same month , but w i t h no iiuc-
cess. 

On the days w h e n the l iquefaction i 
expected to take place the bust is first 
taken out of its compartment and 
placed on the main altar at the Gobpei 
end (the le f t of the spectators) . The 
rel iquary is n e x t brought out of ite-
compartment , is borne to the altar, and 
held by a priest midway b e t w e e n thi 
middle of the altar and the bust—that 
is, about a foot from the latter. He i> 
assisted by a second chaplain bearing r> 
l ighted taper in a si lver candlestick. 
w h o holds it e i g h t or ten inches from 
the reliquary, in such a posit ion that 
the l ight may be t h r o w n on the interior 
and aid inspect ion. 'Prayers are said: 
hymns , psalms and l i tanies ar* recited 
by the c lergy k n e e l i n g near. Certain 
"women of the lowes t class of the peo­
ple, w h o claim descent from the nurs.* 
Of St. Januraus , or from his famil}-. 
have occupied from t ime immemorial 
t w o benches near the altar rail outside 
and have a right to recite there aloud 
their prayers, which they do, cry ing out 
a t the top of their voices. From tim -
t o t ime the chaplain hold ing the re­
l iquary moves i t from side to side, hold-
i t horizontal ly , and even reversed, in 
order to see whether the ex­
pected change of the substance 
wi th in the vial has taken place or not 
and he presents it to the bystanders. 
crowded around him on the steps of the 
altar, that each one tha t choose may 
reverently kiss i t and closely scrutinize 
i ts condition. A t l ength , perhaps in a 
f ew minutes , perhaps only after many 
hours, the solid mass wi th in the via! 
becomes liquid. Somet imes the entire 
mass becomes liquid, and fills the vial 
t o the very top, hav ing the exac t ap­
pearance of blood drawn fresh from the 
ve ins of a l iv ing man; somet imes it 
s eems to froth or show bubbles on it-t 
surface—to boil, as the Ital ians say: 
somet imes on ly a portion of the mass 
becomes liquid, the remain ing portion 
floating as a s t i l l hard l u m p in the 
l iquid portion. There is record of one 
instance w h e n tho center of t h e mass 
liquefied, wh i l e the edge did not, and 
contained the former as It were in an 
inner cup. 

Pend ing the change , the chaplain 
ho ld ing the rel iquary rubs the g lass 
faces w i t h a w h i t e handkerchief t o see 
more c learly the interior. W h e n he 
has ascertained tha t the l iquefact ion 
has taken place, he announces it, and 
the T e Deum, intoned by the specta­
tors, resounds throughout the cathedral. 

On the v ig i l of the first Sunday in 
May, i n the forenoon, a s o l e m n proces­
s ion bears the bust conta in ing tho 
rel ics of the head of the sa int Chiara. 
J n the afternoon another more impos­
i n g procession conveys t h e re l iquary 
of the blood of the s a m e church, in 
w h i c h t h e l iquefact ion i s t h e n looked 
for. A b o u t sunse t both rel ics are 
borne back in precess ion t o t h e cathe­
dral and Tesoro. Chapel, and a t the 
proper hour are du ly locked up. In 
t h e fest ival e f May there are nine; suc­
cess ive regu lar d a y s , and for t h e ent ire 
year eighteen regular ones of exposition1. 
There have been frequent ins tances in 
t h e pas t w h e n k ings , princes, o r nobles , 
of high rank have visited Naples and 
obta ined t h e favor of a n extraordinary 
exposi t ion i n the ir presence. On s u c h 
occas ions masses are ce lebrated success­
ive ly u n t i l t h e l iquefact ion t a k e s place . 
T h e s e d i s t ingui shed personages h a d t o 
Wait a s o t h e r s wa i t ed , a n d w e r e some­
t i m e s disappointed. I n s t a n c e s a r e 
given in which viceroys, nobles, • and 
princes w a i t e d unt i l thej,;\WerJ6'- t ired' 

" Soon^afteir the i r - : )^epaife^'W^ei i 
l^rvenib^ 
the ehapel 

pray, the l iquefact ion w o u l d occur, i n 
1702, w h e n Ph i l l ip V , K i n g of Spain, 
to w h o m N a p l e s w a s then subject , w a s 
ppesent a t a special exposi t ion of t h e 
relics, four masses were celebrated dur­
i n g about t w o hours, and, no l iquefac­
t ion hav ing taken place, the k i n g de­
parted. B u t the people s tayed, and at 
the s ix th mass , j u s t as the k i n g had en­
tered his carriage at the cathedral door, 
the blood liquefied. 

I have before m e the narrat ives of the 
Earl of Perth, Lord Chancellor of Scot­
land at the fal l of the Stuarts, dated 
February 1, 1696, and—all wr i t ten dur­
ing the present century—of the dist in­
guished historian, Frederick Hurter: of 
Rev. George Townsend, D. D., canon 
and prebendary of Durham; of Henri 
Couvain, one of the editors of the Con-
st i tut ionnel and author of sereral books; 
of Rev. J. Spencer Northcote, M. A., of 
Corpus Christi col lege , brother of Sir 
Stafford Northcote, of Rev. John Vir­
tue, a convert from Angl icanism, secre­
tary to Mgr. Cagetano Bedinl, sent in 
June, 1553, by Pope Pius IX, as Nuncio 
to the Government of the United States, 
and of the Eng-lish naturalist , Charles 
Waterton. I m a y also ment ion here 
that the verbal tes t imony Jof Sir Hum­
phrey Davy, w h o w a s also a wi tness , 
has been preserved in Naples. He care­
ful ly examined the l iquefaction, and 
made no secret afterward a m o n g his 
friends of the deep impression i t pro­
duced upon his mind and of his decided 
judgment that chemistry, so far as he 
k n e w it, could not account for the phe­
nomenon. I have found .no ment ion of 
this in his wri t ings , a l though some of 
his latest ones reveal very s trong in­
cl inations toward Catholicity. Henri 
Cauvain saw the miracle on Sept. 19, 
1856, and his account of it w a s copied 
from a Paris paper by the Courrier des 
Etats Unis of this c i ty on the ICth Of 

October fol lowing. I th ink his narra­
tive best suited for select ion, because 
he was well k n o w n to be of a skeptical 
turn of mind, and the convict ion worked 
in hio case w a s so extraordinary and 
unlocked for that i t brought o u t the 
remark from the Journal des De bato: 
'Voila un miracle qui ferail croire a 
tous las autres.' (His case is a miracle 
which would render the belief of al l 
others possible.) Henri Cauvain wrote: 

"The reliquary is made of silver. I t 
is circular, and in shape resembles an 
enormous watch case, w i th a crystal 
front and back. T h e edges and handle 
are covered w i t h ornaments in relief 
which bear traces of hav ing been g i l t 
The rel iquary seems t o be long to the 
fifteenth century. In i ts center, en­
closed be tween the crystal s ides above 
mentioned, are t w o flat vials, w i t h 
rounded edges and w i t h short and nar­
row necks, one of wh ich presents i t s 
side and the other i ts edge to the spec­
tator, These vials are quite similar to 
those which are found in ancient tombs 
und des ignated under the name of 
lachrvmatoria. 

"While the officiating priest ex­
hibits the rel iquary a priest holds 
behind it a l ighted candle, w h i c h 
g-ives abundant opportunity t o 
scrutinize closely, and at a distance not 
exceeding t w o fingers' breath, i t s ap­
pearance and contents. We examined 
it several t imes with the u tmost at ten­
tion, and saw dist inct ly w h a t fol lows: 

"The vial w i th its side turned toward 
us was about two-thirds full of a brown 
substance, solid and thoroughly dried 
up. The vial w i th its edge turned to­
ward us was about one-third full of the 
same su bstance—the dry ing up of which, 
in either vial, seems to have occurred at 
a very remote period. 

"After hav ing shown the reliquary, 
in the s tate above described, no t only 
to the Cardinal and the ecclesiastics, 
but also to the strangers w h o sur­
rounded him, the canon came d o w n the 
altar steps, placed himself before the 
chanceL and, e l evat ing it in his bands, 
exhibited it—pervaded as i t w a s w i t h 
the l ight of the candle held behind—to 
the assembled mult i tude. He then as­
cended to the al tar and began in a loud 
voice to recite prayers, in which he w a s 
joined by all the persons present. Af­
terward, l ay ing the rel iquary on the 
mouth and forehead of everyone around 
him, he a l lowed them to kiss it. After 
twenty-f ive m i n u t e s had elapsed, w o r n 
out w i t h fat igue , he handed the reli­
quary to another canon, near ly a s a g e d 
and feeble as himself, and knel t , w i t h 
emotion, on t h e al tar steps. 

IN THE EAST INDIES. 

toe zaitniul 

A Wornm Suggested For Regent. 
A correspondent of the N e w York 

Tribune call<i attention to the fact that 
death has left a vacancy in the board of 
regents of the N e w York university (a 
directing, not a teaching institution) and 
asks: "Has not the t ime come when 
w o m e n are fitted by education and ex­
perience to fill creditably positions on 
the highest governing board of education 
in the state? W o u l d not the presence of 
a w o m a n on the board of regents add t o 
that body, an educational influence of 
value? Is it not fitting that the place 
filled so honorably b y Mr. George Wi l ­
l iam Curtfs should pass t o a woman , 
especially -since so large a work for the 
educational advancement of women was 
done b y Mr. Curtis?" Professor L u c y 
M. S a l m o n of Vassar college and other 
college women are interested to secure 
the, election of a representative woman 
aanniverBityregenC , 
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;-;-;.••„>•»;' AHodel-Kitchen. -
Is-tho W o m a n ' s bui lding a t t h e World's^ 

faijti i s to.-be ishown a model kitchen, pro-' 
vided with #e^toowj& labor saving• de*i 
T$>$t$:#^i*$ae«*' $ Will be a.*®v&; 

1 lat ion t o housekeepers a s showing the u p 
1 ^ ..... - P . . , , . . .=.._._ . 

• P e o p l e W h o C a l l T h e m s e l v e s 
C h r i s t i a n s o f S t . T h o m a s . 

They Number Over 600,000 Souls—Bow 
They Are Governed— Tlieir (.rievancoi 
Presented in an Address to Mgr. ZalesaL 
the Delegate Apostolic. 

T h e London Table t h a s received from 
India the t e x t of a n address presented 
t o His Exce l lency , Mgr. Zaleski, t h e 
present De legate Apostol ic in the Eas t 
Indies, on the occasion of his »late visit 
t o the Malabar coast, from Ceylon. 
T h e address has been large ly s igned, 
and represents t h e mature and serious 
del iberat ions arrived a t i n a n inf luen­
t ia l m e e t i n g of several thousands of 
people. I t w a s m u c h regretted by 
some that Mgr. Zaleski h a s done l i t t l e 
or n o t h i n g in t h e matter , t o m e e t the 
wishes of the petit ioners, and the peo­
ple w h o m t h e y profess t o represent. 

It may not be generally known that a 
large and nourishing1 communi ty of 
nat ive Christians exis ted in Travencore 
and Malabar from the first century of 
the Christian Era. These cal l them­
selves chr i s t ians of S t Thomas , the 
Apost le , w h o i s credited b y a w e l l 
a t tes ted tradit ion, w i t h having- planted 
the fa i th o n t h e Malabar and 
Coromandel coasts. I n the third cen­
tury, hower, t h e y received a large in­
crease t o their body by a colony of 
Christians from ChaldeBa w h o came and 
set t led a m o n g them, chiefly for pup-
poses of trade. Subsequent ly these 
people appear t o have been spiritual ly 
governed b y Nestorian bishops, w h o 
found their way to Malabar from 
Babylon. I t would n o t be correct t o 
state the Nestor ians succeeded in pros­
e lyt iz ing the w h o l e of the Christians of 
S t Thomas , as there is evidence t o 
prove tha t a considerable number re­
mained steadfast to the Catholic faith. 
However th is m a y be, the Catholio 
Primate of India, in the person of Don 
Aleixo de Menezes, then Archbishop ot 
Goa, in A. D. 599 reclaimed t h em t o the 
Catholic faith. For the space of 
nearly half a century the whole Com­
m u n i t y cont inued Catholics under the 
Portuguese Padroado, or bishops ap­
pointed by Portuga l under the right 
of advowson granted to the Portuguese 
Crown by the Holy See. B u t this ar 
rangement w a s distasteful to the peo­
ple, w h o resisted the anomal ly of a 
Community of the Syro-Chaldaic Eita 
recognized b y Rome being" governed by 
European bishops of the Lat in Rite. 
T h e y therefore cont inued pet i t ioning 
Home to have a bishop of their own 
Eite , but their request does not appeal 
t o have been granted, a l though for a 
t ime t h e y had a nat ive bishop of the i i 
own . Under t h e Propaganda bishops 
the people s t i l l cont inued petit ioning 
Borne. 

A portion described by the petitioners 
as be ing governed by s ix nat ive bish­
ops, a thousand nat ive priests, and up­
wards of 200,000 l a y m e n have, in conse­
quence of the refusal of g i v i n g them 
nat ive bishops, g o n e over to the Jacob­
i te Patriarch of Ant ioch, and al though 
the remainder, n u m b e r i n g about 300,* 
000 souls, s t i l l cont inue Catholics, sev­
eral churches a m o n g them, w i th their 
congregat ions , have elected a nat ive 
bishop of their own , w h o m they go\ 
consecrated by Mar Simon, the Nestor-
ian Patr iarch of Babylon , about 2G 
years ago. T h e schism thus created 
appears of la te to be as suming large 
proportions s ince the appo intment of a 
Vicar Apostol ic for Cottayan, and an« 
other for Triohoos, t w o of the central 
t o w n s of Malabar Romano-Syrian com­
munity . 

The Portraits of Our Divine Lord. 

I t is of l i t t le or no m o m e n t that crit­
ics te l l us the portraits of Jesus and the 
early Apost les w ere and are mere al­
tered copies of various heroic faces oi 
the R o m a n Pantheon. I n truth, the 
n e w faces w,ere a n e w moral creation, 
and either the l ives were l ived in Judea 
that s tand for these faces ©r the artists 
themselves were a n e w moral creation. 
History and true crit icism k n o w wel l 
e n o u g h t h a t the faces in quest ion did 
and do represent actual l ives tha t were 
l ived for the good of the h u m a n race, 
and that the l ives of those faces are an 
advance on al l t h e noblest portraiture 
of the world. T h e best faces of Jesus 
are in no sense al tered reproductions o l 
the face of and of the anc ient gods or 
men. I t is a n e w face crowned wi th 
n e w angui sh and glorified w i t h a new 
sense of k ingsh ip and moral and spirit­
ual power and victory.—The Globe Re­
view. 

i 

I t is a blessed t h i n g for a n y m a n or 
w o m a n to have a friend, one h u m a n 
soul w h o m w e can trust ut ter ly , w h o 
k n o w s the best and t h e wors t of us, and 
w h o loves us in spite of a l l our faults; 
w h o wi l l speak the hones t t ruth t o us 
w h i l e the world flatters u s t o our face 
and l a u g h s a t u s behind our backs; 
w h o wi l l g ive us counsel and reproof in 
the day of prosperity and self-conceit, 
b u t w h o aga in w i l l comfort and en­
courage u s in the d a y of difficulty and 
sorrow, w h e n t h e wor ld l eaves us alone 
to fight our-battles as best we can, 

I In Tim* of Trial.. 

W h e n y o u have medi ta ted upon the 
gr ievous a n g u i s h w h i c h our Master en­
dured i n t h e Garden, and i n u n i o n w i th 

Things Not to b« 2>islUced. 
I t isn't w i se , y o u kmoW,'^&afesg$oxt£ 

likes or dislikes, especially when -they 
are o n l y d irected a g a i n s t w e a k n e s s , 
Life i s t o o short , m y fr iend, jfor y o n t o 
hate BO emphatically so many things*" 
If you are a woman it win affect the 
sk in and m a k e wr ink le* c o m e a b o u t 
your mouth . . I f y o u are a j n a a i t .will 
a-ffiect y o u r digest ion, Don' t d i s l ike t h e 
w o m a n w h o i s pre t t i ly g o w n e d ; s h e i s 
n o t of necess i ty a fool . Don' t d i s l ike 
the book that is interesting; it la not 
bound t o be trash, i)on*t d i s l ike t h e 
music that is catching; it has a much 
greater miss ion t h a n amy o f Wagner 's 
operas. Don' t d i s l ike t h e woman, w h o 
changes her mind—bo thankful that 
she k n o w s w h e n s h e m a k e s a mis take . 
Don't d i s l ike m e n w h o dress w e l l a n d 
are good-mannered; it is just possible 
they are g e n t l e m e n . Don' t d is l ike 
children; remember s o m e b o d y h a d t o 
bear w i t h y o u once. Don' t d i s l ike 
women w h o have t o earn the ir o w n 
l iving; there's n o t a s i n g l e o n e o f t h e m 
who wouldn' t ra ther h a v e a m a n d o i n g 
i t for her. Don't d is l ike a n y t h i n g ex ­
cept that w h i c h i s mean , l o w , vu lgar 
and wicked. 

mie French Press and the Fopt . 

T h e tone taken b y t h e F r e n c h Press 
shows that , apart from t h e ques t ion of 
religion, i t recognizes t h e P a p a c y a s a 
g igant ic force in the world. T h e Temps , 
a protestant paper, s a y s i n reference t o 
the Papal Jubi lee: "There i s some­
th ing s tart l ing for t h e i m a g i n a t i o n and 
aven for the reason, in t h e fac t t h a t i s 
before our eyes . T h i s century , w h i c h 
had flattered i tself a t h a v i n g s truck a 
decisive b l o w a t Christianity and a t 
Catholicism in particular, s e e s a t i t s 
slose crowds of p i lgr ims g a t h e r toge ther 

from all parts of the world to oolebrato 
the fiftieth anniversary of t h e episcopal 
consecration of the Head of i&e Church." 
"We have before us a phenomenon," 
continues the Temps, "to w h i c h t h e at­
tention of s t a t e s m e n c a n n o t b e t o o 
much drawn, in order that,, i n t h e direc­
tion of h u m a n affairs t h e y m a y n o t for­
get t o take i n t o account tiio moral force 
of the Papacy." 

Mother at Prayer. 

Once, says a writer, I s u d d e n l y 
opened the door of m y mother's room, 
and s a w her on her knees beside her 
chair, and heard he speak m y n a m e i n 
prayer. I quickly and. qu ie t ly w i t h ­
drew w i t h a f ee l ing of a w e and rever­
ence in m y heart , Soon I w e n t a w a y 
from home t o g o t o school, t h e n t o col­
lege, t h e n into l ife's s terner dut ies , 
but I never forgot t h a t o n e g l impse of 
aiy mother a t prayer, nor t h e word— 
my o w n n a m e — w h i c h I heard her utter . 
{Veil did I. k n o w t h a t w h a t I h a d -seen 
•jhat day w a s w a s b u t a g l i m p s e o f w h a t 
was g o i n g o n every day in t h a t sacred 
closet of prayer, and t h e consc iousness 
<»f i t s t rengthened me a thousand t imes 
in duty, in danger, and in struggled 
When death came a t l a s t and sea led 
those l ips the sorest sense of loss I f e l t 
was the k n o w l e d g e t h a t n o more w o u l d 
any mother be pray ing for me. 

Hidden Sorrows. 
Concerning n o t h i n g do w e come to 

more false conclus ions and m a k e more 
false s teps t h a n concern ing w o m a n ' s 
sheerf ulness. Ah! h o w m a n y of these 
i ffectionate creatures are there w h o 
pine u n k n o w n , despond smi l ing , and 
e i t h e r jes t ing; w h o w i t h bright , j o y o u s 
{yes, flee into a corner, as if beh ind a 
Jan, tha t there t h e y m a y r i g h t g l a d l y ' 
w e a k into the tears w h i c h oppress 
Ihem; w h o pay for the day-of smi les b y 
t n i g h t of tears—just as a n u n u s u a l l y 
iransparent, c lear and mis t l e s s d a y 
mrely fore te l l s rain!—Richter. 

uawn. 

Suddenly the g ladsome l i g h t leaped 
over hi l l and val ley , cas t ing amber, 
blue, and purple, and a t i n t of rich, 
red, rose, according to the scene t h e y 
l i t on and the curta in flung around, y e t 
al l a l ike d ispe l l ing fear and t h e Cloven 
hoof of darkness , and proclaiming, 
"God is here." T h e l i fe and j o y sprang 
reassured from every crouching hol low, 
every flower and bud land bird had i 
f luttering sense of them, and al l t h e 
f lashing of God's g a z e emerged i n t o 
soft beneficence. So perhaps sha l l 
break upon us t h a t e ternal morning , 
w h e n crag and chasm sha l l b e n o 
more, nei ther hi l l nor val ley , nor g r e a t 
unvintag-ed ocean, b u t a l l t h i n g s s h a l l 
arise and sh ine in t h e l i g h t of t h e 
Father's countenance.—Blaekmdre. 

Effort in the Christian Mfe. 
Remember tha t the bu i ld ing a n o b l e 

and God-like God-pleasing character 
can be erected o n t h e foundat ion of 
fa i th on ly by constant e f for t Y o u do 
not rear the fabric of a n o b l e character 
al l af a moment . N o m a n reaches t h e 
extremity , e i ther of goodness or base­
ness, b y a l eap; y o n m u s t be content 
wi th bit-by-bit work. T h e Christian 
character i s l ike s, mosaic formed o f 
t iny squares in a l l b u t inf inite numbers , 
saeh one of t h e m separate ly s e t a n d 
bedded in i t s place. Y o u have t o bui ld 
by a plan. You have to see to it thateach 
day h a s i t s task, e a c h d a y i t s g r o w t h . 
You have to be content with one briek 
at a t ime. I t i s a l ife-long, t a s k t i l l t h e 
whole be finished. A n d n o t u n t i l w e 
pass from ear th t o Heaven d o e s our 
buiiding^work cease . 

Lot u s t a k e u p o n ourse lves {Jod's 
affairs, and transact t h e m s o WeB that 

.Him prayed t o the F a t h e r for consola . r f ehe ^ g ^ o f H | j <$&&& ^ ^ ^ T t s t 
l ion , i f i t d o e s n o t p lease H i m t o send it g.iorifjed i n us , a n d H e Will € > u i e m to. 
th ink n o more of ft, b u t brace your i*eig^ i n Him. « ^ h m k o f me*51 h e said 

• J * . - - * ^m "£j*^ ''"*" 

courage i o work o u t your sa lvat ion on 
the Cross, as if y o u w ere never to de-
S s f h d ' - ^ ^ ^ ^ i ^ t - t i s ^ ' ^ - i t i ' S p ^ . were 
nev^r tp Ac.; t h e a tmosphereo f your life 

: el oar cnl "s-jrceiev.-v - '"'•-•'' '•• " '••-/• 

3 t * 

one day t o S t Catherine o f Siena, "and 
I w i l l th ink of thee .* A g a i f t H e M e l 
t o another of H i s servants , "efcnirg* 
thysel f w i t h My interest*, a n d I . w i l l 
chargf My&eli with thine," 
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