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THE PAPAL CHOIB. 
*t _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

A n American Describes a Visit 
t o S i Peter's, Rome. 

Deeply Moved B y tit* Beautiful Servics. 
Th« Wealth, the Power, the par i ty and 

'the,' Penetrmtion of tit* Wonderful 
Voices Described. 

**TT- B . W. w contr ibuted t o a recent 
Some of the Cambridfe (Mass.,) Press 
ma ijaterestinflf l e t t e r from Rome, in.4he 
course, of w h i o a h * g a v e th i s Beautiful 
deecript ion of a serrioa rendered by t h e 
Papal Choir in St . Peter's Chnroh: 

TJiis Yiait t o St. Peter's w a * in ear ly 
morning- and. o n Sunday. On the after
n o o n o f Friday w e had heard t h e Papal 
Choir, and had seen t h e a l m o s t magica l 
influence over ©ren unmusical people 
w h o came w i t h i n is» flood of voice and 
o r g a n harmony. T h i s day w e were t o 
f ind i t s p o w e r o v e r ourselves . I t proved 
t o b e s o m e aaint's day , and t h e muaical 
part of t h e service w a s very fu l l and 
e laborate . There appeared t o be n o 
s t ranger present b n t ourselves, and a l l 
s eemed t o b e eccles iast ics a n d Church 
dignitaries . I had never heard Mass 
w h e n both, ce lebrant and s ingers semed 
s o absorbed in. t h e service, and w i t h an 
Intensity such as I shall never forget. 
T h e service -was in t h e Chapel d e Coro, 
o n t h e l e f t neares t t h e h i g h altar. I t 
hatf already eommenced as we entered, 
and w e found o n l y s t a n d i n g room near 
t h e r i g h t entrance , b u t qui te in v i ew of 
the choir gallery. 

W e af terwards found the guide books 
t o s a y of th is choir chapel that "hereon 
Sundays ceremonies accompanied by 
beaut i fu l musica l performances fre
q u e n t l y t a k e place. Ladies o n l y ad
m i t t e d w h e n provided w i t h black dress. 
G e n t l e m e n a l so i n b lack evening- dress. 
H o w e v e r , w e w e r e a l l o w e d t o remain. 
I t had been m y g r e a t desire to hear 
F a t h e r Giovanni, a s he w a s the great-
eat tenor i n I ta ly , and perhaps in the 
WofFdj and I w a s n o w certain he w a s 
present . He s a n g o n l y in the Papal 
Gheir. Sad f a t e of the g i f ted tenor, he 

^passed a w a y n o t l o n g afterward as I 
l earned b y t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

, ^ h e w o | i d e r f u l R o m a n tenor, Father 
Giovanni , t h e Capuchin friar, is dead. 

. 'Hev Was i n m a n y respects the most re
m a r k a b l e t enor of the century, and op-
eratifi m a n a g e r s had offered fabulous 
s u m s to induce M m to renounce his l ife 
emd go upon the s tage . W n e n he sang-

t h e M a s s i n R o m e t h e C a t h e d r a l i n 
Borne w a s crowded, and t h e puri ty of 
h i s voice and the b e a u t y and fervor of 
his; s t y l e impressed a l l hearers w i t h the 
consc iousness o f b e i n g l a t h e presence 
o f a n unparal le led gen ius ." 

S o absorb ing w a s m y interest i n th is 
ehoir and these vo ices t h a t I forgot St. 
Peter 's and rich, magnif icence and his
t o r y o f th i s choral chapel and all e lse 

"-but t h e w e a l t h , the power, the purity 
a n d penetrat ion of t h e s e wonderful 
v o i c e s , a n d t h e s e a l l u p h e l d , s u r r o u n d e d 

and inspired by such mastery of organ 
h a r m o n y aa I had never dreamed of. 
T h e choir cons is ted of about t w e n 
t y men , and t h e y appealed t o be all 
I ta l i ans , m o s t of t h e m y o u n g and of 
very i n t e l l i g e n t appearance, and .the 
director w a s a m a n of noble and digni
fied bear ing . 

B u t these vo ices of Southern I t a l y , so 
u n c h a n g i n g and marvel lous in their 
p o w e r t o reach and bold y o u spell
b o u n d w i t h admirat ion a n d del ight . Al l 
the music this day, although passing 
from t h e - m o s t e x u l t a n t a n d t r i u m p h a n t 
adoration to the utmost solemnity of 
penitential grief and lamentation, was 
o f t h e h i g h e s t order of eccles iast ical 
composi t ions , and m o s t of i t wr i t t en 
o n l y for t h e Papal service. Somet imes 
a pr ies t or Fa ther be low intoned a chant, 
one voice replying from the choir, then 
a n o t h e r , u n t i l a t r i o o f t e n o r s o f s u c h 
h e a v e n l y g r a c e a n d e x p r e s s i o n , t h e n t h e 
fu l l chorus in al l i t s e x u l t a n t and tri
u m p h a n t e n e r g y wou ld entrance 
y o u . 

Above a l l i t i s t h e t imbre—the e x 
c e e d i n g qual i ty of these phenomenal 
voices t h a t h a s m a d e th i s choir world-
renowned. Voices that have the flavor 
and bri l l iancy of the boy's voice, w i t h 
t h e s w e e t n e s s and flexibility of the 
female , and w i t h al l t h e resonant vigor 
and vibrant, force of t h e true m a n l y 
tone , d iamond vo ices possess ing every 
exce l l ence , p e n e t r a t i n g and e n t e r i n g 
t h e sou l and f inding a never-to-be-for-
g o t t o n w e l c o m e . 

B e y o n d a l l expec ta t ion or imagina
t i o n w a s t h i s choral service t h i s morn
i n g i n St . Peter's . People o f t h e m o s t 
perfect musica l exper ience i s i n real i ty 
a mus ica l resurrect ion; a l l h a s t o be 

.bostn- a n e w , a s if from d u m b instru
m e n t s and d e a d notes , and tha t n o t w o 
performances can be e x a c t l y a l ike . 
But this to-day seemed one in which 
all pebble musical conditions were 
fulfi l led a n d perfeet j a n d t h o s e present 
ŝee"nied overpowered by its supreme 
b^Mt^aiid oi if transported .beyond 
t h e b o u n d o f ar t i cu la te express ion i n t o 
th«s.«{)£$$&<# pnre rythmic emotion; and 
where each forgets tKe cause in 'the 
t ranscendent awiken ingar * n d - a g i t a 
t i ons o f h i s o w n Soul. * %'••„.. 

^Iree^e^.o^bw^tst'fibier servSc^'eo^rtin-
ue&ab-If ;.«oift»ilKfe% n̂ore- than t̂aie r%n-
4e*JW|i#^e-»1#sie w*s deeply moving 

:*Jndr<tJipju^^Jih^''»eaxers.. . A s 1 have 
^6a3 | t |» i« l l i i^ 

i ^ 3 ^ ^ | ^ i ^ - a n d rhyth,-

.* -*?: -.;,: :^i^^yffl^^'^o^niign^enerfisrof-
. ...*,«....._ ^.|^tev*#tt;;«om© 
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Ms music. Ana m e r e is no such merci
less recaller of the past a s comes to the 
•out in musical tones. "̂  

I t w a s a t th is m o m e n t w h e n a so lemn 
adag io of sorrow or l a m e n t w a s pour
i n g forth and so m a n y hearts were 
moved to tears, t h a t a person in b lack 
not far from my left , and w h o appeared 
of noble presence, became so overpow
ered w i t h emot ion t h a t she would have 
fa l len had not some one c a u g h t and 
supported her. A t the same t ime I saw 

a m o n g some of the priests and dignita
ries an emotion that seemed as if about 
t o pass beyond all self-control. It was 
a l together such a w a v e of ecstat ic fer
vency of impress ion a s I had never be
held. 

I h a d heard some of t h e bes t musical 
societ ies in the world, i n numbers and 
in musical i n t e l l i g e n c e render produc
t ions which had immortal ized the com
posers, and heard m a n y of t h e finest 
voices of both Continents , b u t there w a s 
a p o w e r I c a n n o t d e s c r i b e ; a n i m p r e s s i o n 
so exa l ted and far exceed ing any I had 
before received, t h a t I quest ioned my
self then and there: "Is th i s t h e place, 
Rome, St. Peter's , the Chapel d e Coro, 
or is i t the supreme soul -sat i s fy ing ex
ce l lence of the voices and the music I 
hear?" I close m y eyas, and In nay heart 
I say: "It is the exce l lence ." 

T h e r r a l t o f SuJxerJiie;. • 

Your grief, your anguish, your burn
ing tears must be transformed into de-
votedness, in to consolat ion for the" s i c k 
and the afflicted, into ttlf-saorJlfloe to 
the service of others. Y o u m u s t come 
forth from your trial more fu l l of l i fe 
and strength than tvtr. If suffering 
has on ly crushed y o u w i t h o u t awaken-
I n g j n y o u the pure and generous e le 
m e n t of self-sacrifice and large-hearted 
charity, it has done noth ing , or rather 
you have not learned h o w t o ex trac t the 
honey out of thla rock. How many 
i ou l s wou ld remain for ever c losed t o 
others if t h e y had n o t suffered, b u t sor
r o w breaks the ir prida, a n d tcross their 
tsar-ohargsd hearts t o overflow In lovs 
and sympathy . Be, therefore, o n e of 
those w h o have received and under* 
stood the secret ini t iat ion. Learn to 
consider yoursel f henceforth as be long
i n g to-others. Make al l tha t y o u have 
suffered in to ba lm for those w h o suffer, 
l e t y o u r s u f f e r i n g s m a k e y o u q u i c k t o 
understand the pain and misery of man
kind, keeping in mind the words of the 
' P s a l m i s t : " B l e s s e d i s h e t h a t u n d e r -
standeth concerning the needy and the 
poor." 

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST. 

«ip 

The Church and Its Teachings - Bf oat U v e 
and Be Handed Down the Age*. 

Pres ident Hyde of Bowdoin college* 
In a recent address t o the s tudents , 
spoke of the rapid Increase in the Cath
o l i c populat ion of the country and pre
dicted t h a t "the t ime is n o t far dis tant 
w h e n t h e y w i l l ou tnumber the Protest
ants ." Pres ident H y d e also said: " T h s 
r ight th ings and bes t t h i n g s wi l l be the 
ones that w i l l be handed d o w n t h s 
ages . I t w i l l become a quest ion of ths 
survival of the fittest.'* 

These words ere unquest ionably true* 
I t wi l l be a (survival of the fittest, but 
t h e quest ion is, Which i s the fittest? 
Catholics have n o difficulty In answer
i n g this quest ion, for t h e y wou ld not 
dare to compare a church founded by 
m a n w i t h o n e f o u n d e d b y God . A s i d s 
from the supernatural aspect of the 
controversy so long earried on as to 
w h i c h i s t h e fittest c h u r c h , t h e h i s t o r y 
of the world answers the quest ion in 
such a pla in and unmis takable manner 
t h a t there should no l onger b e » s o l i 
t a r y doubt i n the mind of a n y m a n w h o 
h a s even t h e m o s t imperfect k n o w l e d g e 
o f h i s t o r y . 

Which church is the fltteat to make 
men respect the laws, observe the rights 
ot o t h e r s , l o v e t h e i r neift-hbore arid 1or-
give their enemies? Whioh ohurch is 
the fittest to educate good citizens, 
make m e n patriot ic and reeoffni&e the 
r ights of t h e poor, s t r u g g l i n g mil l ions? 
The answer t o these quest ions i s found 
w r i t t e n u p o n a l m o s t e v e r y p a g e o f t h e 
world's his tory, and i t comes t o u s from 
every part of the g l o b e w h e r e m e n , an
imated by the t each ings of the Catholic 
Church, have died for others. Then 
there can be no quest ion t o those famil
iar w i t h history as to whioh church is 
the fittest, nor need a n y one ask whioh 
Is t o survive nor which, i s t o be handed 
down the ages.—Church News. 

DOMESTIC READING. 
•i . n 

A m a n of p leasure i s - * m a n o f pains, 
He who despises the poor despises 

Jesus Christ 
T o assist a fa l len friend is inst inct ive 

with noble natures. 
O n e p o u n d o f l e a r n i n g r e q u i r e s t e n 

pounds of common sense to apply it 
It is quite impossible to have one's 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h i s l i f e a n d i n t h e - n e x t . 
—St. Francis . 

Death and Love are the two wings 
w h i c h b e a r m e n from ear th t o heaven . 
—Michael Angelo. 

I f m a n e x c u s e s himself , ( ted accuses 
him; i f m a n accuses himself, God e x -
cuses hfnv~St. Francis. 

M a n i s d e l i v e r e d f r o m h i s g r e a t e s t 
failings just as readily by betring trib
ulations withou^ complaining as by 
tears o f compunct ion. 

, Beware of allowing yourself to be 
e a s t d o w n b y advers i ty o r puffed u p b y 
prosperity; f a i th renders t h e sou l hum* 
s^a^p* '̂ SdMV* ^inPS SjS-^^^^^eiWSf. ^p^^eiswe* &%^^ffst^F^nMMS.w s^psj#^^^^ A ^^ 

veraes.fi, ^ ^J"^ w I i *mi '. \ 
Be very sure of this, that no human 

'Cr^tttre wMl: 1*r found, saying, ;w0u* 
brothers »ou 'earth," unless thty have 

^Mi 

Statistics of the Dioeese of Rochester. 
CONGREGATIONS WITH PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 

C o n g r e g a t i o n 

S t . Patr ick 's C a t h e d r a l . . 
St. Joseph's, Rochester 
I m . C o n c e p t i o n , *' 
S t . Mary's , '« 
St . B r i d g e t ' s , 
S t . B o n i f a c e ' s , 
S S . P e t e r & Pau l ' s , " 
O u r Lady o f Vic tory , '• 
H o l y F a m i l y 
H o l y R e d e e m e r , '* 
S t . M i c h a e l ' s , 
H o l y A p o s t l e s ' " 
C o r p u s C h r i s t i 
St . F r a n . X a v i e r , 
H o l y R o s a r y , " 
S t / S t a n i e h t u i s ' 
Nativ*y B . V . M . , B r o c k p o r t 
H o l y C r o s s , C h a r l o t t e . . . . 
S t . John's , Greece 
H o l y G h o s t , Cold w a t e r . . 
H o l y T r i n i t y , W e b s t e r . . 

S t . Rose ' , L i m a 
St . Patr ick ' s , D a n s v i l l e . . 
S,t. Mary's, Dansville.... 
St . Mary ' s , C a n a n d a l g u a . 
S t . F r a n . d e S a l e s , G e n e v a 
St Patrick's, Seneca FslU 
H o l y F a m i l y , A u b u r n . . . 
S t . Mary's , A u b u r n 
S t A l p h o n s u s ' , A u b u r n . . 
S t . Michae l s P e n n Y a n . . 
I m . C o n c e p t i o n , I thaca . . 
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CONGREGATIONS WITHOUT PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 

Congregations. 
I 
1 
0. 

CO 

e 
to 

St.John's, Spencerport 
St. Leo's, Unionvil le 
Assumption ofB.V.M. , Fairport 
St. Louis', Pitt$ford 
St . J o s e p h ' s , Penf ie ld 

Mother of Sorrows, Mt. Read.. 
Assumpt'n of B. V.M.,Scottsville 
St. Patrick's. Mumford 
S t Columba's. Caledonia 
S t Vinc't de PaulVChurchvIl le 
St. Fechan, Chili 
S t . Paul ' s , H o n e o y e Fa l l s 

St. Joseph's. Rush 
Our Lady of the Lake, Ontario . 
St. Joteph's, W . Bloomf ie ld . . . 
St. Michael's, Livonia 
St. Wil l iam's, Conesus 
St Mary's, Honeoye Flats 
S t Simon's , Springwater 
St. Patrick's, Mt. Morris 
H o l y A n g e l s ' , N u n d a 
St Mary's. Geneseo 
St . Raphael's, Piffard 
All Saints'. Fo—lerville 
St Agnes ' . Clifton Springs 
St. Francis*, Phelps 
St. D o m i n i c ' s , Shor t sv i l l e 

St. Bridget's. East Bloomfield.. 
S t . Patr ick ' s , V i c t o r 
S t Theresa's, Stanley 
St. Mary's, Rushville 
St. Januarius', Naples 
St . Ann's , Palmyra 
S t Patrick's, Macedon 
S t John's, Clyde 
St. Patrick's, Savannah 
St. Michael's,Lyons 
S t . M i c h a e l ' s . N e w a r k 
St. Patrick's, Cato 
St . Thomas' , Red Creek. 
S t Mary's, Waterloo 
H o l y C r o s s , Ovid 

Sacred Heart, Romulus 
St. Francis'K Farmersville 
S t . James ' . T r u m a n s b u r g 
St. Michaels, Union Springs.. 
St. Patrick'*, Aurora 
S t Joseph' s . C a y u g a 
St . Bernard's, Scipio 
St. Mary's, North ville 
St . Patr ick ' s , M o r a v i a 
S t Joseph's, WeedBport. 
St Michael's, Montexuma 
St . John's, Port Byron 
S t A n d r e w ' s , D u n d e e 

5t. Patrick's, McLean 
S t Anthony's, Groton. 

TOTAL 

£ 
SJ 

2 

Deaths • 

0 

< 
275 
94 
650 
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SUMMARY. 
Marriasjes Deaths—Adults 

85 598 3,oo8 
C H I L D R E N 

181 
642 ' 

823 
I N CATHOLIC 

I0o 
922 

i , f i 2 
SCHOOLS: 

Dea ths—Children 
66 

673 
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Number of Children in Parochial Schools n 
«• ** at Sacred Heart Academy 

" A c a d e m y of the Sitters of Mercy 
Nazareth Academy 

" Hall 
St. Mary'a Bora' Aa. lusn. mm% w 

St.Pttricki'Girli'Aiylum 89 
S t . Joseph** O r p h a n A s y l a m 8 4 

St. Mary/a Industrial School 5o 
M the Home of Industry 
" St . Mary's Orphan Asylum, Auburn 
" S t Mary's Orphan Aayium, Canandaigua 

TOTAL 
Children in State S c h o o l s . 8 l 5 plua 3,640 

Of which live within i mile und one-half of the Church, 1,752 
Children of Mixed Marriages &xo plus 257 

BEXABKS. 

i 3 8 
i o o 
45 

184 
32 

i2o 

52 
n o 
20 

i2,o24 
4,401 

567 

T h e a b o v e Stat i s t i c s h a v e b e e n f a m i s h * 
edby the pastor* ol the dioceiett the rt-
quest of the Bishop. They will enabls sir 
w h o desire information o n school work t o 
•peculate on the subject without trusting 
to mere guesses. From the above-it win 
be easy^o note the congregationain w h i c h 
the establishment oft parochial school will 
in time be poesible.lt has merer been con
sidered advisable to eatablfsfe a parochial 
school until the financial condition of the 
parish gave guarantee of a school as suit
able a* the neighboring State schools, •; 

congregations have few mewbers, It.ka* 

wherever within a radiue of two m i l e s 
twentyrfiye familiei ire to be found.rather 
than have Mass in private hon*e*. T h e r e 
are *cry iew<3atho«c«-in the -diocese i iv^ 
ing oyer «ix;mile» from » church. 

Of the children' l i v ing In miss ions 
where there i s a Catholic school, but w h o 
attend State schools,it is found that about 
hvo-fourths are of mixed marriages; one 
fourth »are -of »nominal Catholic parents, 
,irho'( neglect religion altogether, eyenjf 
they perntii themselves to be called 
:^IiCf^|he?a^e^ 

.residiug so iar from the school tbat 
'"' weather it; ĵB09ld'.;be; /unfair: 

ft*""' ':-..':':' '"•• "--rl-'^'.'-''-: 
•>v. 
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PIUS IX.'S SLIPPEE8. 

Novel and Substantial Gift of a 
Russian Lady. 

In Be turn She Receives the Slippers Worn 
By the Holy Father at the Tuna Her Gift 
Was Presented — The Pope Greatly 
Amused. 

I w a s ordered b y P ius IX. to g o t o 
Geneva, in Switzer land, o n account of 
some business re lat ive t o t h e adminis 
tration of the Hospital of Sancto Spirito 
In Borne. Mgr. Mermil lod w a s Bishop 
of Notre Dame, t h e o n l y Catholic 
Church in Geneva s ince t h e t ime of St. 
Francis de Sales, and s ince t h e invasion 
of Protestant ism in tha t city. I t was , 
therefore, no more t h a n dut i ful that 
w h i l e in Geneva I should have paid a 
visit of respect to the head of the Church 
in tha t city. I t w a s in h i s mansion t h a t 
I became acquainted w i t h a Buss ian 
lady of the n a m e of Sophia Lebucoski , 
Bstimable, r ich and generous . Lady 
6ophia experienced a special de l ight in 
conversing about Borne and the relig
hts solemnit ies , part icularly about 
those a t w h i c h t h e H o l y Father i s ac
customed to b e present, recol lect ing 
imong all with a great enthusi-. 
asm. Dur ing t h e h o l y 'week in St. 
Peter's -she used t o find a particular 
pleasure also i n hear ing s o m e t h i n g rel
ative t o the Pope, h a v i n g heard from 
the Bishop that I w a s one of the Pope's 
samerieri segreti, obliged therefore to 
assist him, and t o a t tend a t the differ
ent solemnities , feasts, visits, and daily 
walks. After my return to Rome, one 
d a y i n S e p t e m b e r , 1869, I r e c e i v e d a 
postal package with a letter bearing 
the signature of Sophia Lebucoski and 
b e g g i n g m e t o p r e s e n t t h e c o n t e n t s o f 

the package to the Holy Father and to 
ask of h im the favor t o grant her i n re
turn a n object similar' to t h e one con
tained in the package . After I had re
moved the wrapper, a box appeared 
wi th the address, "To His Holiness , Pope 
Pius IX ," On t h e fo l lowing morning, 
whi l e h e w a s breakfas t ing i n his pri
va te room, I w e n t i n and said, "Holy 
Father, I have received a le t tar arid a 
package from Russia. A Catholic Rus
sian lady b e g s of y o u r Hol iness t o ac
cept the package w i t h a w a r m prayer 
to grant her in re turn for i t an object 
similar to the one contained in it." 
T h e Holy Father immediate ly answered; 
"Let us see w h a t there is i n the pack
age; surely t h e request m u s t be reason
able ," adding **those Buss ian ladies are 
so original l" H e g l a n c e d a t t h e address 
and ordered me to unseal it. As I did 
so and removed the cover a pair of white 
velvet slippers, beautifully .ornamented 
and r ichly embroidered in gold, ap -̂
peared wrapped in a y e l l o w s i lk hand
kerchief w i t h the coat of arms of the 
Pope worked on it. A t once the Holy 
Father w a s great ly surprised a t the 
b e a u t y a n d r i c h n e s s o f t h e w o r k , a n d 

said: "Tell me, is the sender the lady 
w h o wishes to have in re turn as a me
m e n t o a n object s imi lar t o this one? 
W e must , then, g ive her another pair. 
Thia request i s nice, i s n e w and 
the first of the k ind I ever heard. Well , 
be i t done as she wi shes ." In the mean
t ime I w a s hold ing one of the slippers, 
and h a v i n g raised from it a l i t t le cot
ton I found, to my surprise, a package 
c o n t a i n i n g 815,000 i n Dills, e q u a l t o 75,-
000 I ta l ian lire. W i t h such a surprise 
1 presented the slipper, w i t h the con
tents , to the Holy Father, whoso aston
i shment a t the ease w a s no t inferior t o 
mine. I did the s a m e w i t h the o ther 
slipper, wh ich concealed a similar pack
age w i t h the same amount of money, 
placing the gift, therefore, a t 80,000 
R o m a n s e n d i o r 150,000 I t a l i a n l i r e . T h e 

Holy Father couldn't help but admire 
the generos i ty of the Russian lady, the 
r ichness - a n d t h e w o r k m a n s h i p o f t h e 
slippers, and the humble request of 
the donor, and, w i t h his usual 
s i m p l i c i t y , h e s a i d : " W e l l , l e t u s 

gratify her better by putting on 
the n e w sl ippers (of course, after y o u 
took off the bil ls) , and send her the ones I 
have on now, and answer her that I was 
much pleased w i t h the work and her 
offering, and t h a t as a m e m e n t o I send 
her the slippers I used up t o th is very 
moment . TeU her also tha t I bes tow 
upon her m y apostol ic bless ing, t h a t I 
w i s h her every God's spiritual and tem
poral gift , and that , wearing; the slip
pers every day, they w i l l be a dai ly re
membrance of her." 

On this occasion i n the Pope's cham
ber there were present Mgr. Constantine 
Baldini of Narni, Minister of Commerce 
of the Pontifical State; Mgr. Cenni, and 
a certain Angel ino , first secret sweeper 
(primo scopatore secreto) and confiden
t ial servant of t h e Pope, w h o es teemed 
him. A n g e l i n o t h e n took off from t h e 

Pope's feet the old slippers and fitted! 
o n t h e n e w o n e s s e n t . b y t h e R u s s i a n 
lady. They were admired by all pres
ent for their elegant shape, rich and 
art ist ic embroidery, a n d for t h e gener
o u s offering t h e y concealed, a l l wish
ing1 a n oftener repet i t ion of s u c h 
a g i f t t o afford t h e magnan imous 
Pious sufficient means in the 
rel ief o f s o m a n y needs of t h e Church, 
and i n order t o h e l p M m i n fos ter ing 
the welfare of the pious works of which 
M s Hol iness w a s such a g r e a t promoter 

-and benefactor. /„ 
; In accordance with* the* Pone's order, 
3D enc losed t h e o l d s l ippers i n i^he s a m e 
I m in which the new ones were sent 
from Petersburg and forwarded them 
as a memento of the Pope's benevolence 
lid the jgenerons donor. The paefcage 
w a s accOntpaniedi i n accordance"-with 
the court's usage, by a letter of thanks 
In^he ni^ieof his Holiness^expressing 
h i s appreciat ion a n d impart ing his 
agostolic Westing to her; iar$ months 

axter tne m a i l i n g Qt 
namely , i n May, 182ft, I received a l e t t e r . 
from t h e Russ ian l a d y giad|y^«ckno#l i* 
e d g i n g t h e rece ipt o f i t a n 4 1 i i y i n ^ "ex
pression to hey d e v o u t f ee l ing . ; / "' ' _ 

M O B . A. D. R E N I K B , 

Chamberlain o f P i u s J X . ' , 

Here o n ear th w e a r e a s soldiers fight
ing- i n a fore ign land* t h a t understand 
n o t t h e p l a n o f t h e campaign , € n d h a v e 
no need to . understand-ifc *iS*e well 
w h a t i s a t our h a n d t o b e done , Ie**ns 
do it , l ike soldiers, w i t h a' hero ic j o y 
••Whatsoever t h y * h a n d findoth 4 o do, 
do i t w i t h a l l t h y might .—Carlyie . 

- i • » » > • • 

THE LIFE OF S T . PATRICK. 

Divested of legendary lore the life 
story of S t . Patr ick i s not A lengMsae. 
W a l e s , Scot land and F r a n c e a l l c laim 

his birth with the weight of probability 
in favor o f Wale s . T h e date w a s about 
373. When he was about sixteen years 
old he was stolen by pirates or marauders 
from the north and sold as a slave in 
Ireland. For seven years he tended 
swine on a mountain in County Antrim, 
and then he escaped to the continent, 
where he became deacon,, priest and 
bishop. He came of good fatnUy, and 
the ecclesiastical name of Patricrus was 
given him by Pope Celestine, who sent 
him back to Ireland to convert the 
people. The accounts differ about hL 
age at this time. 

Some of the dates given inc 
he was about thirty; 
nearer Burfy. ", 
land he had visions, 
on© of a 
brought lain letters; l a ins^ 
were the words, **Tll©'roi0eO^I*»^il>

,, 

and as he read them he heardaToice 
say, "We pray thee, holy youth, to come 
and henceforward walk among us." 
After this hê  spent his life In preaching, 
baptizing anoNworking xnirael6Sr

/*nd ac
complished the \ practical conversion of 
the people of the island. He died at the 
age of about 120 years and was buried 
at Downpatrick. 

W h a t D o T o n B e a d 7 

Tell me what you read and I w|Il tell 
you what you are. If yon wishiiO in
troduce a Christian rule of life into your 
household, keep away the daily news
paper. What are these papers good 
for? T h e y a r e g o o d f o r r e l a t i n g t o y o n 
.scandals a n d cr imes . Y o u l ike , per
haps, t o read t h e s t o r y of a n e l o p e m e n t 
or of a divorce ease , e i t h e r f rom the 
higher or t h e l o w e r w a l k s o f l i f e . . I n 
every issue of those papers yon w i l l find 
descriptions of t h i s k i n d w i t h a l l t h e 
nas ty deta i l s possible . T h e rec i ta l of 

murders, suicidei, impurities fi^i the 
pag-es o f t h e s e c u l a r p r e s s . T b e n l o o k 
at the advert i sements . W h a t in. o lden 
t imes w a s pun i shab le w i t h dea th i s 
n o w a d a y s b r o u g h t unblushingly: t o t h e 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e public . I s i t poss ible 
that you or your children can read £his 
printed filth and r e m a i n pure? I t i s j a o t 
possible. Therefore, away with these 
papers from the Catholic home. Invest 
a few pence weekly ©n good Catholic 
publications, and put away a few other 
pence w i t h w h i c h t o b u y from tiine5 t o 
t ime good Catholic books , and i n » shor t 
t ime y o u r m i n d a n d ^ y o u r chi ldren's 
minds w i l l be fi l led w i t h g o o d pure 
knowledge and your books helves ailed 
w i t h Catholic books . 

'vi 
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H o l y A s h e s . 

T h e present r i t e of t h e Chnrch o f 
or signing the foreheads of her 
chi ldren w i t h blessed a s h e s i iU' ' the 
beginning of the Lenten f^ir is1* rem
nant of the ancient penitential discip
line. In the good old liimea, Wben the 
faithful were more fervent,, When they 
understood better the wa&m o^, .#nd 
had a deeper horror of i t , publ ic :pen-
ance for certain crimes was ordained by 
the Church, and, for the most part, 
w i l l i n g l y accepted a n d f a i t h f u l l y s |»er-
formed, The conrse $f pmiy$$iQX 
those w h o w e r e , t o b e reconci led o n 
Holy T h u r s d a y b e g a n ori 'As2i?? 

day\ The p^tenisrliififl^^i 
the i r s ins , canie t o t h e rChurcnsc^that 
day with, bare % t . an4-,̂ %4 Ifijftw °* 
mourning, . and humbly begged from 
t h e B i shop canonica l punisbjnent . # h e 
prelate clothed Hfxma in sackcloth and 
scattered a s h e s o n t h e i r heada-^and 
sprinkled t h e m w i t h h o l y w a t e r , a n d 
recited ike Seven Penitential Psalms 
over them, while the attendant-clergy 
lay prostrate on the ground. During 
this touching ceremony the clergy 
eaanted t h e w o r d s Which God addressed 
to fallen man when diving hhn: from 
the earthly paradise: "^member man 
that thou art dust and onto dust thou 
-halt retum'1 ' - >:i-:.'-;-.v-. '•* -. 

.•is^iil.'i??. 
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