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'I‘HE PAPAL CHOIR.

An Amm:ican Desocribes a Visit
to St. Peter’'s, Rome.

- “Déeply Moved By the Beautifal Service.

The Wenltk, the Power, the Purity and
2 Wonderful
) Velices Descoribed.

Y. E. W.” contributed to a recent

lssue of the Cambridge (Mass.,) Press

aninteresting letter from Rome, in.the
course.of which he gave this Beautiful
~ description of a service rendered by the
Papal Choir in 8t. Peter’s Church:
Thisvisit to St. Peter's was in early
morring and on Sunday. On the after-
noon of Friday we had heard the Papal
- Cholr, and had seen the almoat magical
influence over even unmusical people
who came within iss flood of voice and
organ harmony. This day we were to
find its power over ourselves. Itproved
to be some saint’s day, and the musical
part of the service was very full and
elaborate. There appeared to be no
stranger present but ourselves, and all
seemed to be ecclesinatics and Church
dignitaries. I had never heard Maas
when both celebrant and singers semed
s0 absorbed in.the service, and with an
‘itensity such as I shall never forget.
The service was in the Chapel de Coro,
on the left nearest the high altar. It
had already commenced as we entered,
and we found only standing room near
the right entrance, but guite in view of

the choir gallery.

We afterwards found the guide books
to say of this choir chapel that ‘‘hereon
Sundays ceremonies accompanied by
beautiful musical performances fre-

‘'quently take place. Ladies only ad-

mitted when provided with black dress.
Gentlemen also in black evening dress.
However, we were allowed to remain.
It had been my great desire to hear
Father Glova.nnl, as he was the great-
est fenor in Italy, and perhaps in the
world, and I was now certain he was
present. He sang only in the Papal
Cheir. Sad fate of the gifted tenor, he

- passed away not long afterward as 1

learned by the following :
ewonderful Roman tenor, Father
Qiovanm, the Capuchin friar, is dead.

. He was in many respects the most re-
markable tenor of the century, and op-

eratic managers had offered fabulous

sums to induce him to renounce his life
and go wpon the stage. When he sang

.the Mass in Rome the Cathedrsl in

Rome was crowded, and the purity of
his voice and the beauty and fervor of
his style impressed all hearers with the
cons¢iousness of being in the presence
of an unparalleled geniug.”

So absorbing was my interest in this
choir and these voices thdat I forgot St.
Peter’s and rich. magnificence and his-
tory of this choral chapel and all else

-~ but: the wealth, the power, the purity

and penetration of these wonderful
volees, and these all upheld, surrounded
and inspired by such mastery of organ
harmony as I had never dreamed of.
The - choir consisted of about twen-
ty men, and they appeared to be all
Italians, most of them joung and of
very intelligent appearance, and the
director was a man of noble and digni-
fied bearing.

But these voices of South;ern Italy, so

nnchanging and marvellous in their
power to reach and bold you spell-

bound with admiration and delight. All
the musie this day, although passing
from the most exunltant and trinmphant
adoration to the utmost solemnity of
penitential grief and lamentation, was
of the highest order of ecclesiastical
compositions, and most of it written
only for the Papal service. Sometimes
a priest or Father below intoned a chant,
one voice replying from the choir, then

another, until a trio of tenors of such
heavenly grace and expression, then the

full ehorus in all its exultant and tri-
umphant energy would entrance

you.

~Above all it is the timbre—the ex-
ceeding guality of these phenomenal
voices that has made this choir world-
renowned. Voices that have the flavor
and brilliancy of the boy’s volce, with

the sweetness and flexibility of the

female, and with all the resonant vigor
and vibrant force of the true manly
tone, diamond voices possessing every
excellence, penetrating and entaring
the soul and Anding a never-to-be-for-
gotton welcome.

Beyond all expectation or imagina-
tion was this choral service this morn-

ing in St. Peter’s. People of the most |

perfect musical experience is in reality

‘@ musical resurrection; all has to be-
+ - borm anew, as if from dumb instru-
ments and dead notes, and that no two
performancés can be exactly alike.-
" Put this to:day seemed one in which

“all poesible i musical conditions were
{ulﬁﬂe&; #nd perfect; and those present
med oVerpowere& by its supreme

beauty and- 88 if transported Jbeyond |-

" the hcmn& of articulate expression into

i the region. of pure rythmic emotxon, and

whetia sach forgets-the catse in ‘the

transcendent awklkenings: andr agita-

" Hons.of hisown souls © .
Iisee’me& moww‘i:hes Brvie

'_ Pprosper
| ble m
? veues.

hls music. Ana toere 1S no such mercl-
less recaller of the past ag comes to the
soul in musieal tones.

It was at this moment when a solemn
adagio of sorrow or lament was pour-
ing forth and so many hearts were
moved to tears, that a person in black
not far from my left, and who appeared
of noble presence, became S0 overpow-
ered with emotion that she would have
fallen had not some omne caught and
supportéd her. At the same time Isaw
among some of the priests and dignita-
ries an emotion that seemed as if aboat
to pass beyond ali self-control. It was

altogether such a wave of eostatic fer-
vency of impression as I had never be-
held.

I had heard some of the best musical
societies in the world, in numbers and
in musical intelligence, render produc-
tioms which had immortalized the com-
posers, and heard many of the finest
voices of both Continenta, but there was
a power I cannot describe; an impression
80 exalted and far exceeding any I had
before received, that I questioned my-
self then and there: :‘Is this the place,
Rome, St. Peter’s, the Chapel de Coro,
or is it the supreme soul-satistying ex-
cellence of the voices and the mnusic I
hear?” I close my eyes, and in my heart
I say: It is the excellence.”

The Fruit of Suffaring. -

Your grief, your anguish, your burn-
Ing tears must be transformed into de-
votedness, into consolation for the mick
and the affticted, into self-sacrifice to
the service of othera. You must come
forth from your trial more full of life

and strength than ever. If suffering
has only erushed you without awaken-
ing jn you the pure and generous ele-
ment of self-sacrifice and large-hearted
charity, it has done nothing, or rather
you have not learned how to extract the
honey out of this resle How many
souls would remain for ever closed to
others if they had not suffered, but sor-
row breaks their pride, and foroes their
tear-charged hearts to overflow im love
and sympathy. Be, therefore, one ot
those who have received and under
stood the seoret initiation. Learn te
consider yourself henceforth as belong-
ing to.others. Malee all that you have
suffered into balm for those who suffer,
let your sufferings malte you quick to
understand the pain and misery of man-
kind, keeping in mind the worda of the
Psalmist: ‘‘Blessed is he that under-
standeth oonserning the needy and the
poor.” ’
SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST.

The Church and Its Teachings Must Live
and Be Handed Down the Ages.

President Hyde of Bowdoin ocoliege,
in & recent addreas to the students,
spoke of the rapid Increase in the Cath-
olic population of the country and pre-
dicted that ‘“the time is not far distant
when they will outnumber the Protest-
ants.” President Hyde also sald: ‘‘The
right things and best things will be the
ones that will be handed down the
ages. It will become a question of the
survival of the fittest.”

These words ere unquestionably true.
It will be a survival of the fittest, but
the question is, Which is the flttest?
Catholics have no difficulty in answer-
ing this question, for they would not
dare to compare a» church foundsd by
man with one founded by God. Aside
from the supernatural aspect of thse
controversy so long carried on as to
which is the fittest ochurch, the history
of the world answers the question in
such a plain and unmistakable manner
that there should no longer be a soll-

tary doubt in the mind of any man who¢ St

has even the most imperfest knowledge
of history.
Which church is the fitteat to make

men respect the laws, observe the righta
of others, love their neighbors and for-

give their enemles? Whioh church is
the fittest to educate good citizens,
make men patriotic and recognire the
rights ot the poor, struggling wmiilions?
The answer to these questions is found
written upon almost every page of thes
world’s history, and it eomes to us from
every part of the globe where men, an-
imated by the teachings of the Catholio
Church, have died for others. Then
there can be no question to those famil-
far with history as to which church is

the fittest, nor need any one ask which
is to sarvive nor which is to be handed

down the ages.—Church News.

DOMESTIC READING,

A man of pleasure is.a man of pains,

He who despises the poor despises
Jesus Christ,

To assist a fallen friend is instinctive
with noble natures. :

One pound of learning requires tem
pounds of common sense to apply it.

It is quite impossible to have one's

. xatisfaction in this Hfe and in themnext.

—St. Franeis,

Death and Love are the two wings-
which bear men from earth to heaven.
—DMichael Angelo.

If man excuses himself, God accuses.
him; if man accuses himself, God ex-
cuses him,—8t. Francis. C,

Man is delivered from his greqtest
taﬂings just as ngudﬂy by, burint mb-
ulations wﬂ;hon{i compls ;
 tears of compuhetio:

¥ 1 -Beware of allowing yourself o be
' | cast down by adversity or puffed up by

n H falth renders the soul hum-
msq Land e@mt&nt m& re-

gy § A ":maf;

’Bevery am of this, tha.t no hﬁm
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St. Patrick’s Cathedral..
St. Joseph's, Rochester
Im. Conccptton, s

St. Mary’s, '

St. Brld t's, “

St. Boniface'’s, '
SS. Peter & Paul's,
Our Lady of Viotory,

Holy Family

Holy Redesmer, e

St. Michael's, ‘e
Holy Aposties’ “
Corpus Christi .

St. Fran. Xavier, *°
Holy Rosary, o

St 7 Stanislaus’ ‘
Nativ'y B.V. M. Brockport
Holy Cross, Charlotte..
St. John's, Greece.........
Holy Ghost, Coldwater..
Holy Tnnity. Webster. .
St, Agnes’ Avon

St. Rose’, Lima

St. Patrick’s, Dansville. .
St. Mary's, Dansville. .

St Mary’ s, Canandalgua
St. Fran.de Sales, Geneva
St Patrick’s, Seneca Flul
Holy Famlly Auburn.
St. Mary’s, Auburn

St. Alphonsus’, Auburn. .
St. Michael s Penn Yan. .

Im. Conception, Ithaca..
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CONGREGATIONS WITHOUT PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS.

Congregations.

Population

Deaths.

Baptismse
Marriages,
Children in
7
i

Within

St.John's, Spencerport

St. Leo’s, Unionville
Anumption of B.V.M., Fairport
St. Louis’, Pittsford

St. Joseph’s, Penfield

Mother of Sorrows, Mt. Read., .
Assumpt'nof B. V.M. Scotttvxlle
St. Patrick’s, Mumford

St. Columba’s, Caledonia

St. Vinc't de Paul's,Churchville
St. Fechan, Chili

St. Paul's, Honeoye Falils
St. Joseph ¢. Rush
Our Lady of the Lake, Ontario.
St. Joseph's, W. Bloomfield. .
St. Michael’'s, Livonia
St. William's, Conests
St Mary’s, Honeoye Flats
St. Simon'’s, Springwater
St. Patricks Mt. Morris
Hol Angcls Nunda
St Mary's, Geneseo
St. Raphael’s, Piffard
All Saints’. Fowlerville
St Agnes’. Clifton Springs....
St. Francis®, Phelps
St. Dominic’s, Shortsville
St. Bridget's, East Bloomfleld. .
St. Patrick's, Victor
St. Theresa’s, Stanley
St. Mary’s, Rushville
St. ]anuarim » Naples
St. Ann's, Palmyra
St. Patrick’s, Macedon
St. John’s, Clyde
St. Patrick’s, Savannah
St.Michael’s,Lyons
St. Michael’'s, Newark
St. Patrick’s,
St. Thomas’, Red Creek
St. Mary's, Waterloo
Holy Cross, Ovid
Sacred Heart, Romulus
St. Francis’, Farmersville
St. {“mes’ Trumansbur‘
. Michael's, Union Springs. .
St. Patrick’s, Aurora
St. Joseph’s, Cayuga
St. Bernard’s, Sciplo
St. Mary's, Northville

St. Patrick’s, Moravia

St. Joseph’s, Weedeport.
St. Michael’'s, Montezuma
St. John's, Port Byron
St. Andrew’s, Dundee

8t. Patrick’s, McLean 2%
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Marrisges
181
642

828

Papulation
21,187
64,441

——

85 598

Baptisms
593

2,410
8,003

CHILDREN IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS:

Number of Chlldren in Parochlal Schools

at Sacred Heart -Academy
** Academ LK of the Sisters of Mercy..........

X .6

[X] (X}

“ Nazm Audemv

‘- 6 .
«6 (¥4 X St
(X} LN}
ss et
[X) “

¢« St. Joseph's

13 o
(Y] se

¢ Sy. s Orphan
¢« St. Mary’s Orphan

TOTAL [ I B I A I A ]
Children in State Schooils

Of which live within 1 mile and one-half of the Church.
1 Children of Mixed Marriages

RENARKS.

‘The above Statistics have been furnish-
edby the pastors ol the diocese-atthe re- |
Jquest of the Bishop. They will ensbl= all’
who desire information on school work:to
speculate an the subject without tmmnF
to mere guesses. From the above-it will
be easytonote the con tionsinwhich
the establishment ofa parachial school will
in time be possible.It has never been con-
‘teidered advisable to establish'a ps
-school-until the financial ¢ :

f‘plthh gzu guarantee of aschoo

eut );boﬁng State'

SUMMARY.

sBovs As lum,
v St. Patricks’ Girls' Asylum. ..

han Asylum
‘“ St, Mtry’l Industrial
* the Homeof Industry.............ccovvvvevnnn ..

rochial,:

Deaths—Adults Deaths—Children
180 66
923 673

—

t, 112

Asylum, Auburn
Asylum, Canandaigua

815 plus 3,646

1,752

310 plus 257

wherever within a radius .of two miles
twenty-five families are to be found,rather
than have Mas ‘mﬂnte houses. There
are very fewC -in- the diocese liv<]
mg gversixmiles froma church, .

Of the children ﬁving in missions.
where there is & Catholic scliool, but who |
attend State schools,it is found that about |
two-fourths are of mixed marriages; one-.
utth»me «ofmlomma! Catholic pnents?

’ 8 '

PIUS IX.S SLIPPERS.

Novel and Substantial Giﬂ; ‘ of a
Russian Lady.

In Return She Receives the Slippers Worn
By the Holy Father at the Timo Her ¢ift
Was Presented — The Pope Greatly
Amused, ’

1 was ordered by Pius IX. to go to
Geneva, in Switzerland, on account of
some business reélative to the adminis-
tration of the Hospital of S8ancto Spirito
in Rome. Mgr. Mermillod was Bishop
of Notre Dame, the only Catholic
Church in Geneva sinece the time of St.
Francis de Sales, and since the invasion
of Protestantism in that city. It was,
therefore, no more than dutiful that
while in Geneva I should have paid a
visit of respect to thehead of the Church
in that city. It was in his mansionthat
I became acquainted with a Russian
lady of the name of Sophia Lebucoski,
estimable, rich and generous. Lady
Sophia experienced a special delight in
conversing about Rome and the relig-
s>us solemnities, particularly about
those at which the Holy Father is ac-
customed to be present, recollecting
among all with a great
esm. During the holy week in St.
Peter’s she used to find a particular
pleasure also in hearing something rel-
ative to the Pope, having heard from
the Bishop that I was one of the Pope’s
samerieri segreti, obliged therefore to
assist him, and to attend at the differ-
ent solemnities, feasts, visits, and daily
walks. After my return to Bome, one
day in September, 1869, I received a
postal package with a letter bearing
the signature of Sophia Lebucoski and
begging me to present the contents of
the package to the Holy Father and to
asle of him the favor to grant her in re-
turn an object similar” to the one con-
tained in the package. After I had re-
moved the wrapper, a box appeared
with the address, ‘“T'o His Holiness, Pope
Pius IX,” On the tollowmg morning,
while he was breakfasting in his pri-
vate room, I went in and said, ‘“Holy
Father, I have received & lettar and a
package from Russia. A Catholic Rus-
sian lady begs of your Holiness to ac-
cept the package with a warm prayer
to grant her in return for it an object
similar to the one econtained in it.”
The Holy Father immediately answered:
“Let ns see what there is in the pack-
age; surely the request must be reason-

so originall” He glanced at the address

so and removed the cover a pair of white
velvet slippers, beautifully grnamented
and richly embroidered in gold, ap-
peared wrapped in a yellow silk hand-
kerchief with the coat of arms of the
Pope worked on it. At once the Holy
Father was greatly surprised at the
beauty and richness of the worl, and
said: ‘“Tell me, is the sender the lady
who wishes to have in return as a me-
mento an object similar to this one?
We must, then, give her another pair.
This request is nice, is new and
the first of the kind I ever heard. Well,
be it done as she wishes.” In the mean-
time I was holding one of the slippers,
and having raised from it a little cot-
ton I found, to my surprise, a package
containing $15,000 in bills, equal to 75,-
000 Italian lire. With such a surprise
I presented the slipper, with the con-
tents, to the Holy Father, whose aston-
ishment atthe case was not inferior to
mine. Idid the same with the other
slipper, which concealed a similar pack-
age with the same ampunt of money,
placing the gift, therefore, at 80,000
Roman scudi or 150,000 Italian lire. The
Holy Father couldn’t help but admire

the generosity of the Russian lady, the
richness and the workmanship of the

slippers, and the humble request of
the donor, and, with his usual
simplicity, he sald: *“Well, let us
gratify her better by putting on
the new slippers (of course, after you
took off the bills), and send her the gnes]
have on now, and answer her that I was
much pleased with the work and her
offering, and that as a memento I send
her the slippers I used up to this very
moment. Tell her also that I bestow
apon her my apostolic blessing, that I
wish her every God’s spiritual and tem-
poral gift, and that, wearing the slip-
pers every day, they will be a daily re-
membrance of her.”

On this occasion in the Pope’s cham-
ber there were present Mgr. Constantine

Baldini of Narni, Minister of Commerce

of the Pontifical State; Mgr. Cenni, and
a certain Angelino, first secret sweeper

(primo scopatore secreto) and confiden-

tial servant of the Pope, who esfeemed
him. Angelino then took off from the

Pope's feet the old slippern and fitted

on the new ones sent by the Russian
lady. They were admired by all pres-

| ent for their elegant shape, rich and

artistic embroidery, and for the gener-
ous offering they concealed, all wish-
ing an oftener repetition of such
a gift to afford the magmnanimous
Pions  sufficient means in the
relief of £0 many needs of the Church,
and in order %o help him in fosterin
the welfare of the pious works of which
his Holiness was such & grea.t promoter
—a:nd benefactor., .

. In accordance with. the: Pqpe’s order,
I enclosed the old slippers in the same
‘box in which the new ones were sent

‘from Petersburg and forwarded them
as & memento of ﬁhe Pope S benevoience

: .43 usage, by a Ietter of thanks

enthusi-,

able,” adding *‘those Russian ladies are:

g | day with bare feeb and.. in

g of his Holiness expressmg‘

aiter the maiung of ,t,me.; ; .
namely, in May, 1870, I reeeizedalttﬁen

| from the Russian lady gladly -acknowl-

edgmg the receipt of it and x‘i ng
pression to her devout feel ‘
‘Mezn. A. D. memn,
Chamberlain 6f Pius IX.

Here on earth we aress mldieraﬁghtw
ing in a foreign land, that understand
not the plan of the campsign,dnd have
no need to .understand:it. -‘Bee well
what is at our hand to bs dons, I&t ‘us
do it, like soldiers, with a herocic joy
“Whatsoever thy -hand findeth to do,
do it with all thy might.—Carlyie.

THE LIFE OF 81'. PATR!GK.

Dzvested of legendaty lore i;he. -1
story of St. Patrick is not a
‘Wales, Scotland and France all claim
his birth with the weight of - prebabllity
in favor of Wales. The date'was sbout
873. 'When he was about sixteen years
old he was stolen by pimtesgtmaragders
from the north and sold as a slave in
Ireland. For seven years he tended
swine on a mountain in County Anfrim,
and then he escaped to the cﬁnhnent
where he became deacen, fﬂﬂt
bishop. He came of good &ﬂnmﬂ
the eccleslastical name of Patricius was
given'him by Pope Celestine, who sent
hira back to Ireland to conver{ the
people. The acconnts differ about k..
age at this time.

and ordered me tounsealit. AsIdid|ls

brought him Ieﬁters. ]higan& O - el
were the words, ““The Yoiceol:thedtish,”
and as he readthemhehe;mia‘mice
say, ‘““‘We pray thee, holy youth, to £ome
and henceforward walk among. us.”
After this-he spent his life in préaching,
baptizing and\working ;And ac-
complished the practical eonversion; of
the people of the island. He died at the

age of about 120 years and was buried
a,t Downpatrlck

What Do You Read ?

L2

Tell me what you read and I will tell
you what you are. - If you wish to in-

troduce a Christian rule of life inte your
household, keep away the daily news-
paper. What are these papers good
tor? They are good for relating to you
.scandals and crimes. You like, per-
haps, to read the story of an elopement
or of a divorce case, either from the
higher or the lower walks of life.. In
every isstie of those papers you will find
descriptions of this kind with all the
nasty details possible. The reeital of

murders, sulcides, impurities f11:the

‘pages of the seonlar .press. Then look

at the advertisements, What ip olden
times was punishable with deuth is
nowadays brought nnblushingly to the
knowledge of the public. Is it possible
that you or your children ean read: this
printed filth and remain pure? It iz not
possible. Therefore, away with those
papers from the Catholic home. Invest
a few pence weekly on' good Catholic
publications, and put awiy &.few other
pence with which to buy from:time to
time good Catholic books, andixxsshort
time your mind ande.your children’s
minds will be filled with good pnre
knowledge and your bools helyes’ ﬂﬂed
with Catholic books.

Holy Ashel. e

The present rite of the Church. of
or signing the foreheads.: of her
children with blessed ashes dn-the
beginning of the:Lenten fast-is's ¥em-
nant of the ancient penitentisl diseip-
line. In the good old times, “hen" the
faithful were more fervent, when they
understood better the malies ofsin, and
had a deeper horror of it, pu
anceé for cerfain orimes was ord%?:
the Church, and, for the rnost’ ptrt,
;nlhzgly ;‘icepted and tfaitrhtaliy‘éy;r-
ormed, ¢ Course 0. or
those who were.to be rmg
Holy Thursday began on A#h’ Wb&nes-
day. The pemtents; -héving ‘ool
their sins, came to- the :thurchzon:that
. Babits: of
mourning, .and lmmbly. l:e?_g;""~ from
the Bishop canonical punishment.~The
prelate clothed them ' in-sackeloth:gnd
scattered ashes on their heads .and
sprinkled them with holy water, and
recited the Seven Penitential Psalms
over them, ‘while the attendant clergy
lay prostrate on-the ground. During
this touching céremony the - glergy
ehanted the words which God addressed
to fallen man when &ﬁvingilﬁm irem

‘the earthly p -
] that thou art dust andnnto ﬂnst &bou_ o

| _-:ahalt L
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