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Cnara^ertfc*i«SlKVubi4»*Sfc*iD«M*t ft+glea 
from Texas to Arizona. 

In the accompanying cut are illustrated 
the foliage, flower aacl fruit of the meeqttitev 
which ia one of the most abundant shrub* 
of the desert region from western .Texas to 
central Arizona. L. H. Dewey, in- a report 
to the secretary of-SKricwIture, s a r a o ! libit 
characteristic v.«K*tafcion of the desert're­
gion mentioned that it varies in shte from 
a straggling bush two feet h igh to a well 
formed tree fifty feet nigh with a trunk two 

Mill iner? and Fancy tiooda. 
1 1 1 ^ 1 * % * CALHOUN, 4* State st 
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. aidjour regular One Dollarpack. 
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l a r w t e Discavery Free. 
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;*l;p,without pain, by JElectr< 
'> In."order to prove superiority, we will 
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free on' receipt of nineteen cents to 
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t . 3ew Ifork-
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inonthly- S 3 sample corset free. Send 18 
"ftmtftfj* far a sample nd terms- S- S-Mfg-
W- Canttl St - NewYork-

Catholic Relief 
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MESQD1TB (PBGaOPIfliOTJnUiriOBA). 
feet in diameter. Away from water it ael-
dom becomea-macb of a4a*ee. It is of such 
slow growth thatdtis^lmoBt impossible to 
count the annual layers. 

The wood is very ̂ bard/and-brittle, andvit 
is commonly said that it is iftfliei to break 
i t w i t h , t h e b a c k o f t h e a x t h a n t o c a t i t 
with the blade. Th» meaguite foema the 
chief wood supply of the region. In the 
s t r e e t s o f S a n A n t o n i o it- r o a l e e s p r o b a b l y 

the finest wood pavement in the country. 
The fruit of the mesqufte, or mesquite 
beans, i s prepared mvariouscirayB for food. 

Tha Impurity ot l ee . 
T h e old-theory of t h e pmrirlcatlon of wa­

ter by freeeing ia, aBeyeTybody.knowff, not 
in accordance with facte, and yet it is not 
jus t , according t o a w r i t e r i n Science, t o 
deny that . water-is~not .purifledAS -all by i t s 
crystallixation. He contends that while all 
bacteria are not necessarily killed outright 
by the freezing of the water the germs are 
always decreased in numbers, and- in * 
longer or shorter time their vitality is lost. 
Of the different kinds of ice, classified as 
snow ice r bubbly ice, and clear ice, the two 
former contain a far greater percentage of 
impurity than t h e tatter* while the upper 
third of the cake; i n * l i cases? carries a 
higher percentages of-impurity: than the 
lower two-thirds. ^ 

In investigations made by the Massar 
ohusetts board of health, in snow ice was 
found 81 per cent, as much bacteria as in 
the water itself. The ice AS a whole con­
tained but 10 per cent., and the clear ice 
but 2 per cent. The average results of all 
the analyses show that,-the-total organic 
impurities of snow ice amount: ho tip per 
cent, of those of the water, and the organic 
impurities of all the ice, except snow; ice, 
12 per cent., while- the d e a r i ce .contains 
but 6 per cent. The impurity of the snow 
ice i s not due to the water alone, b a t the 
air as well must be looked to to account 
partly for the great increase of organic 
matter. The decrease of organic matter 
in clear ice from that originally present in 
the water itself would seem t o argue per* 
fecfeisafety in using ice from any ordinary 
supply. The authority quoted carefully 
points out that it is not the number of 
bacter ia a lone t h a t ia t o be considered, b a t 
their kind, and insists that no water sup­
ply that is not fit for drinking pnrpooea 
should for any reason be used a s a s u p p l y 
for ice. 

Telephone Companies. 
According to statistics funuabed. by th« 

census bureau thereis a marked „ increase 
of operating telephone companies in the 
last ten years. The total invested capital 
has increased from «14,605^78?tO*13,»UfT|e. 
The number of exchanges i s now 1,311. 
against 497 ten years ago. The number of 
subscribers baa-increased from 48,414 to 
237,857. 

Curious f o r m o f P e e k e t M a i * 
A peculiar form of pocket-dial Js here |h. 

lustrated, which Is used b y t h e peasantsvf 
the French Pyrenees. 

This instrument has a movable head 
holding a piece of metal, which moves on a 
joint like the blade nf aJukifcv J5or,conven* 
ience in carrying, it i s turned down a s in 

Fig. 2 and placed inihe ojiindec Whal in 
userthe metal style la turned outwsqnliy. as 
in Fig. 1, and i b e instraateafe-^saspended 
by tho ring at l i e top so that tht shadow 
of the sty le is thrown Terticaily;^p?on the 
cyl inder. T h e e x t r e m i t y / o f ^th« s h a d o w 

I 

falht upon the curred line d e n « f c t ; t h « 
*6n?j Th» Instrument must bn^dj ** 
for every month in the year, wl*W>hT 
c«mplisb«d;by tujrning :tbe;;T» 
till the style ajtrtSDonds with 
line denoting the month. 
- Suclt a dial is.a<% very accunrta ̂  the 
the lemaU mountaineet*. tgtftf&ssmx. .rr-
o?:gato f%*%m*atiw&ti -fc. of 
tance. Vbe^biiikm^imm^ 
calculkted by any one faiul l lu _ _ _ _ _ 
h ^ e r mathematiciv -but if amy^ reader 
shoaW, att«jnj>t, to^,«©na<*uo*i; " -••••--• '" 

• Popular Sci»MJce>JsWs,-_rom 
foregoing dwwriptioniareproduc 
that thahour i " " 

B u b b e r Ti s sue W i l l Mend Cats and Tears, 
Strengthen Thin Places, Etc. 

To busy housewives whose tiipe seems 
S M C « than ful l quick methods of accom­
plishing Any of the daily tasks commend 
themselves. A writer in the Springfield 

• Homestead Advocates the use of rubber 
tissue for mending., She says: It is to be 
had at the rubber stores, and is usually 
sold by the ounce. It is just 'what its 
name* would indicate, a very tbi^j piece of 
transparent rubber: I t is sold kt fifteen 
cents' -«n ounce, which means a piece per­
haps six or eight inches wide ana twenty 
IncfcesUoDfr That, I think, isj a small 
estimate--for-an oanee . T h e t i s sue wi l l not 
cover upijoles— that is, not satisfactorily— 
but i t will strengthen thin or w e a k places , 
mend; tears^ or cuts, in fact, repair any 
goods, which has not actually losjt a piece 
of itself, and it ia very nice for heinming. 

W e w i l l suppose there i s a three; cornered 
t e a r In a g a r m e n t ; F irs t , c u t Away the 

frayed threads, draw the edges'together 
e i t h e r w i t h inv i s ib l e s t i t ches on t h e w r o n g 
aide, or by holdinig i t w i t h t h e fingers. 
Place a piece of the tissue, the right size, 
over the tear, and a piece of cambric or any 
other fabric desired over that , amd press 
with a warm iron—quite warm, but not 
hot. Press firmly and then remove the 
iron, and t h e m e n d i n g i s donei There 
must always be a surface between the rub­
ber and the Iron, or the former will melt 
and s t i ck t o t h e iron. 

F o r h e m m i n g , if the rrLsterial is a goods 
which will not ravel, turn it up once, slip 
a a tr ip o f t h e t i s s u e j u s t u n d e r tlhe edge , 
and press. If the goods must be turned 
twice baste the narrow turn with long 
atitcn.ea.on what will be the inner side, 
then, turn again, slip in the tissue as be­
fore, -and press it. This of course does 
not.apply to wash goods, unless you wish 
t o renew the patch. It is very Useful in 
mending umbrellas; in repairing sleeves 
which are almosib worn through; in 
strengthening broken placas in made-over 
goods and in applying patches to the seat 
of the small boy'a pants. 

I n a W o m a n ' s W o r k s h o p . 

Housework ia muoh simplified by having 
e v e r y t h i n g c o n v e n i e n t l y a r r a n g e d , i n a 

"womaa'j workshop," as Ohio .Fanner 
phrases it in a description of kitchen con-

A COBXEB OF THE KITCHEtf. 

veniencea, from which we reproduce a 
sketch of a corner of the kitchen, showing 
window, doors, sink, shelf, closet, uten­
sils, etc. 

Beginning at the left we see the door 
leading to storm porch, then the window 
with pail J under it, 'then sink with double 
door and. shelf for kettles, pots, blacking, 
rough utensils, e t c ; then the dresser with 
a tier of drawers, ono for kitchen cutlery, 
steel, whetstone; e t c ; one for spites, etc.; 
one for oatmeal, e t c , and one for sundries. 
Next toward the right of these drawers 
are two flour bins, holding about a barrel 
each, resting on a long pivot or hinge at 
the bottom, so as to awing out at the top 
when flour la wanted, and shut *back 
mouse t ight under the dresser when not in 
use. This device is common in city houses 
but rather rare in farmhouses, except the 
newer ones. 

Haw t o Set the Table. 
A n inexperienced housekeeper is advised 

thus by Harper's Basan Place the largest 
knife and fork to the right and left of the 
pbtfce, t b « fish kn i f e and fork farthest from 
t h e p la te ; t h e oys ter fork m a y e i ther be 
laid to the left of all other forks or on toe 
oys ter p late , w h i l e t h e s o u p spoon l ies 
crosswise between the plate and the mid-
d i e of t h e table , or t o t h e rifthjt of t h e 
knives. A knife i s unnecessary with salad. 
The fork may either be laid by the others 
or be placed o n t h e t a b l e w h e n t h e sa lad 

Is served. Put a plate at each place, not 
i n a p i l e i n front o f t h e carver.' If the 
servant uses a tray the guest may take the 
full plate while the waiter deftly removes 
t b e e m p t y on«s. IniBoma good h o u s e s no 
tray is used in passing filled plates. The 
salad should either be passed for each 
gl tes t t o h e l p h imse l f or b r o u g h t in served 
qn plates. A t tea yon may have a teaspoon 
by each plate if you need it, but the spoon 
for the tea should be in the saucer, and a 
spoon for a n y s w e e t or dessert m a y l i e on 
the plate that holds the saucer containing 
the portion. Finger bowls are necessary 
for a breakfast fruit coarse. A fruit nap-
kill i» only necessary at dinner y when the 
fralt served is of a kind that would stain 
t h e white napkin. For winter fruit small 
doilies alone need be used. 

A p p l e B u t t e r . 

Take sweet cider from the press, not 
more than a day old, or alcohol will begin 
to £ o r m a n d t h e c ider wi l l h a v e l o s t i t s 
fruity quality. Boil it down one-half and 
then add apples pared, cored and sliced. 
There should be, by measure, sughtly 
more than half as much apple as at lulled 
eider. Cork slowly and carefully, skim­
ming whenever necessary, and stir with a 
long wooden paddle which reaches the 
bottom of the kettle. The apple Sa broken 
Into one homogeneous 'mass like marma­
lade. When i t begins t o break sweeten to 
taste; It4a morewholesomaand apbethdng 
if l e f t quite tart. i£ood brown fugar is 
better than white. The California Fruit 
Grower says this can be kept nny length 
of t ime i n jitohe. jars or wooden pails or 

.firkins if thoroughly cooked. T i e usual 
apple butter sold in groceries -ia made in-
sip—tbytodmuchaugar. Theoldfiahioned 
apple butter, less rich and more pc latable, 
preserves the very essence of the apple. 
season wi th spice t o taste, if spice i are de-
sired,.bnt the apple flavor i s itself incom­
parable. v - I 

Cranberry Water. 
The following i s a re_eshhkg and 

strengthening drink, and is often greatly 
liked by invalids: Pound a teac ipfu lo f 
eranberries and put them into* i. cup of 
water. Meanwhile boil t w o qt arts of 
water, t o which have been added a large 
tablespoonful of oatmeal and a }hred of 
lemon peel. Stir the cranberries, add a 
£ & of whi te wine t o this and sweeten to 
iMt^ SoUforhalfanhour, the^pasi it 
J&roncfc '#x;|ally b i g or flannel. D o not 

fBlft 

Capes o f Clotb a n d Velvet—Cloaks w l t k 
W a t t e a n Plaits-—Patrol J a c k e t , E t c 

Rumors to the effect that the styles of th« 
First Empire—high waists, short sleeves^ 
powdered hair and tb,eresfc—appear to-be 
substantiated by the materials now being 
shown in the shops. These seem to have 
been manufactured for the proper carrying 
out of the dresa of that period. Short 
waists are already an accomplished fact, 

if the new au­
tumn 'cloaks, with 
w a i s t s j u s t undei 
the armpi t s , be 
any evidence. , 

A propos of / aa-
tumn .wraps arc 
short round cape* 
of cloth', which , 
as the season ad­
vances, will b< 
changed for longei 
capes of velvet 
or jackets ovei 
w h i c h f a l l s i n 
some cases a sin­
gle cape, in others 
a triple one. In 
connection with 
jackets may be 
described t h e new 
patrol jacket de­
picted in t h e cut . 

KE\V PATROL JACKET, It m a y be made 
of a n y plain or ^diagonal c loth, b u t in this 
instance the material was blue serge, to 
match the wearer's dress, and the braid 
t r i m m i n g s .blar-k. 

The Watteau plait, which disfigures most 
women, appears on some of the new jack­
ets and mantles. .Long round cloaks fox 
receptions fall in a broad Watteau plait. 
Coats for autumn are of three-quarter 
length and have large sleeves. Mink, ii 
one may judge from the few models dis­
played, will again be the fashionable fur 
this winter. It appears on some of th« 
cloth coats, not only as a trimming for the; 
collar and sleeves, but in the form of a 
deep border round the bottom. There is s 
t e n d e n c y n o t e d t o t h e u s e o f t w o k i n d s o f 

fur on one garment. Large directoire 
revera of velvet are features of some.of thi 
n e w c o a t s . 

Hew Styles in Millinery. 
Here are t w o sketches of recent ly im­

ported Par i s bats . The one w i t h t h e tall 

crown is made of velvet of two shades-
pink and green. T h e c r o w n is pink, w i th 
a band of oriental embroidery round it, 
and the lining of the brim is of the same 
shade. The rest of ihe hat is green, and 
on the left side are a< large bow, two orna­
mental gold pins and tin ostrich feather. 
Most of the new hats seen, by the bye, hava 
been of ve lve t or felt , or both, and lavishly 
t r immed wi th feathers . The second hat is 
distinctly novel as regards the arrange-
rnent of the feathers at the side. It is felt, 
of a lovely shadepf brown, with a black 
band of velvet round the crown, covered 
with bead embroidery and long black feath­
ers. 

l e a t h e r s are tremendously fashionable, 
and these hats, sketched in profile, show 
what will probably be the favorite manner 
of wearing them. Among close fitting 
straw hata is a variation on the Bolero, 
with a Tarn O'Shantar crown of velvet in 
a contrasting color and quills at the side. 
Some of the crowns are, to express it 

TWO PARIS HAT8. 
mildly, very eccentric. For instance, one 
new model consists of a black straw plateau 
and a pink pyramid, "rising to an alti­
tude," as the geography books say, of six 
or seven inches , i t s only o r n a m e n t being a 
bow at the side. Another hat baa a dome 
c r o w n , s u r r o u n d e d b y a s t e e p w a l l , a b o v e 

the top of which the rjoof is just visible. 
V e l v e t is expected to bfe more popular t h a n 
felt for picture hats, ' and massive gold 
buckles are taking the place of paste or' 
naments . 

The most successful bonnets seen were 
composed of ve lve t of t w o shades. There 
are two new shades of blue. One of the 
colors rather to the fore just now is the 
e x a c t s h a d e o f a c a r d i n a l ' s r o b e . 

Lates t Sty les in L inger i e . 
T h e narrow t u c k i n g s appear on a lmost 

everything and are a great addition to the 
many pretty frills now introduced, on 
n i g h t g o w n s . The n e w e s t m a k e in these i s 
t h e w ide cape frill -with a sash a t t h e wai s t 
formed of narrow ribbon carried through 
straps. S o m e of these fr i l l ings are edged 
w i t h color which are hemst i t ched on to 
the material. They mostly have frills at 
t h e h e m . The chemises have turned d o w n 
flaps, general ly t u c k e d and in termixed 
with lace, which are intended to fall over 
the stays—an excellent idea. White mus­
lin petticoats for full • dress are often 
trimmed with deep flounces edged with 
•potted net, which washes well. 

LeaUieris 
c o s t s ani 

Outdoor At t i re . 
being used again for waist-

d as a t r i m m i n g for tai lor dresses. 
A gown made on one of the newest models 
i s of g e n d a r m e b lue c lo th , w i t h open jacket 
t o m a t c h and a double breasted wai s tcoat 
of antelope skin. Some of the outdoor at­
tire is decidedly military in style. One of 
t h e nove l t i e s i n t h i s direct ion i s t h e patrol 
jacket. It is a stylish garment made of 
stout cloth and rather elaborately braided. 
I t i s qu i t e as becoming a s t h e Eton coat , 
and may be worn with a blouse, shirt .or 
waistcoat on any "undress" occasion. 

A N e w I t e m In t h e W e d d i n g Trousseau . 
I t h now considered quite the correet 

thing for the intimate friends of a bride 
elect to present her with the exquisitely 
fine bed linen now included among- the es­
sentials of the fashionable trousseau. These 
Sheets and.pillowslips are all made with 
h e m s t i t c h e d h e m s and a n embroidery of 
the interlaced initials of the bride's maiden 
name. To the collection each of the girl's 
cronies contributes one set, which insures 
a variety of embroidery designs. 

T h e _ t t e s t Umbrella* H a n d l e . 
The latest umbrella handle i s a large 

aolrer knob, studded.thickly with imita­
tion turquoises, garnets, emerald's and 
sapphires. Another admired handle is a 
clear crystal ball; another, a choice b i t of 
Dresden china, and still another, and the 
oddest of s _ , i s _ stick of natural cherry 

- wood, with -^ibenple^_vwril ; ' simulated 
. 'ifeciaie#iii«ji^tr^ ;: -. 

. % - i h 

'vK:™:sfaiL: 

•The.. Sacred Ibis Worshiped by Aactsnt. 
Egyptians—The Beautiful Scarlet Ibis . 
You have all read about Egypt, that 

ancient country which has its great pyra­
mids and monuments thousands of years 
old, and dates back beyond the times of 
Abraham, Isaac and'Jacob. 

Many of the old Egyptian monuments 
have hieroglyphics on therm in. which the 
figure of this bird is frequently found. 
Their mummies, or preserved remains, are 
also found in the old Egyptian tombs; 
hence it is called the sacred ibis, as it 

THE SAC—SD^BIS. -
must have been an object of worship to 
the aneient Egyptians, who, as your Bible 
tells you, were idolators. It seems indeed 
strange that human beings should wor­
ship a mere bird like the ibis, which is 
only the size of an ordinary fowl. 

Besides the sacred ibis there is another 
species of th i s bird w h i c h i s found o n l y i n 
South America and the West India is* 
l a n d s . T h i s i s c a l l e d t h e s c a r l e t i b i s , a n d 
is of a beautiful red color. The flight of 
this bird is lofty and strong, and as it 
passes t h r o u g h t h e a ir i t u t t ers a load a n d 
pecul iar cry. Y o u h a v e heard or read of 

people changing in color as they grow 
older. It i s so w i t h the scarlet ibis . 
W h e n j u s t hatched t h e y o u n g are black, 
soon changing to gray, but are nearly 
w h i t e before they are able t o fly. They do 
not at ta in their red p l u m a g e unt i l the ir 
third year. In the months of July and 
August they migrate into Florida, Ala­
bama, Georgia and South Carolina, but 
retire into Mexico and the Caribbean is­
lands when cool weather approaches. 

A F a b l e w i t h a Moral . £? 

A spruce young shoot of a vine once 
m a d e the acquaintance of a bramble of 
about its own age. They vowed eternal 
friendship and agreed to stand by each 
other in time of need. The old vine ad­
vised the young one to let the bramble 
alone, and choose out a suitable companion-
from among the other shoots. But the 
young vine would not agree to this. Sc 
the two plants grew up together near 
each other, till one day the husbandman, 
coming in the vineyard to inspect the 
growth of the young vines, happened tc 
spy the noxious bramble. 

"Out of my sightl" he cried as he aimed 
a blow at the root with a sharp mattock. 
But alas! The blow not only went right 
through the bramble; it cut down also the 
young vine. "Alas!" said the husband­
man when he saw what he-had done, "thi* 
comes of their being so close together." 

Moral—Avoid bad companions. 

Cat and Mouse . 
In this game the players stand round in 

a circle, holding each other's hands, ex­
cepting one who acts the "mouse," and 
who, standing outside the circle, touches 
one of the players and then runs under the 
a r m s of t h e others. The player t h u s 
t o u c h e d becomes "eat ," and m u s t pursue 
the "mouse" until he catches him; but is 
doing th i s he m u s t be carefvl t o pass in 
and out of the circle under th„ _ _ s of the 
s a m e persons passed by t h e "mouse ," w h o 
Is thus enabled to lead his pursuer a pretty 
chase. When the "cat" is agile and the 
m o u s e cunn ing t h e g a m e can be made t o 
yield a good deal of fun. A "mouse" who 
h a s been c a u g h t becomes ' 'cat ," wh i l e the 
"cat" who has caught him takes his place 
in the circle. 

A Girl's Composition on Boys. 
Boys are men that have not go t as big as 

their papas, and g i r l s are y o u n g w o m e n 
that will be young ladies by and by. Man 
was made before woman. When God 
looked at Adam he said to himself, "Well, 
I guess I can do better if I try again," and 
then he made Eve. God liked Eve so 
m u c h bet ter t h a n A d a m t h a t there h a v e 
been more w o m e n t h a n m e n ever since. 
Boys are a trouble. They are wearing w 
every th ing bnt soap. If I h a d m y w=ay 
half t h e boys in t h e world w o u l d be l i t t l e 
girls, and the rest would be dolls. My 
papa is so nice that I guess he, m u s t have 
been a l i t t l e gir l when h e w a s a l i t t l e b o y . 

Story for Very L i t t l e P e o p l e , 
T h r e e U t t l e k i t t e n s l a p p i n g m i l k , •{_. 

As happy as pussies can be, 
With bright blue eyes and coats of silk— 

The fourth is the mother, yon see. 

A patter is heard of hurrying feet, 
A patter that cats cannot bear. 

And in there comes from the open s&lSSi 
With bark and frisk and eager stars— 

ONE TOO MANY. 
What? Why, Bee.tbe terrier Jack* 

Who puts in his impudent nose; 
He has, if you look, * coat orthis back. 

Because i t i s cold, X suppose. 

He asks may he sit-down beside. 
He saysiie won't bark, neither hits; 

But such an idea the kittens deride; 
They know he wilitease and will ficfcft* 

.Nol Master Jackybe pleased to go; 
.There's not any room for you here; ' 

You're one too many, dont you know? 
And the business you're on isnt clear.* 

Y«sl one too many. Child, beware; 
jBeiiotaBintr«derrlikeJack, 

The Story of the Stones, -*it*Me*tl»*;ao# 
t h e S*nUment» Ccnneetert TJhe_kwttfa. 
A modern entbusiast.haa clothed thet^ld1 

superstition in metrical garb and retold 
the story of the gems: 
1 Byherwhointhismonthlaborn 

Na~gems save garnetsahonldbebwom; 
They will insure her constancy. 

. True friendship and fidelity. • 
The February born shall find 
Sincerity and peace of mind, 
Freedom, from passion *nd from car* 
If they the amethyst will wear. 

Who on this world of ours tlwir §yet, 
In March first open shall b e wise. 
In days of. pern firm and brave, 
And wear a bloodstone i o their, grav*. 
She who from A.pril d^wtee herye»i«-
Diamonds should wear, lest hitter tears - ' 
For vain repentance flow; this stone, 
Emblem of innocence, is known. 

W h o first beholds the l%ht of day 
In spring's aweot flowery month of May, 
A n d w«saj-s a n e m e r a l d a l l h e r l i f e , 
BhaJTbe a loved and happy wife. 

Who comes with summer to this earth. 
/ A n d owes to June her hour of birth, / 

/ Wi th ring of agate on her hand ; , 
Can health, wealth and long-life command. 

The glowinsr ruby shall adorn 
Those who in warm July are born; 
Then will they he exempt and free 
From love's.doubts and anxiety. 

Wear a sardonyx, or for thee 
No conjugal felicity; 
The August born without this stone, 
T i s said, must live unloved and lone. 
A maiden, born when autumn leaves 
Are rustling in September's breeze, * 
A sapphire on her brow should h i n d -
Twi l l cure diseases of .the mind. 

October's child is born for woe, 
And life's vicissitudes must know; •• 
But lay an opal on her breast; 
And hope will lull those words to rest. 

W h o first comes to this world below 
With drear November's fog and snow 
Should prize the topaz's amber hue. 
E m b l e m o f f r i e n d s a n d l o v e r s t r u e . 

If cold December gave you birth— 
The month of snow and ice and mirth. 
P l a c e o n y o u r h a n d a. t u r q u o i s e b i n e — 

Success will bieas whate'er you do. 

D e f i n i t i o n s o f P l u c k . 

A London journal asked for a definition 
of "pluck," and the following are some of 
t h e answers received: 

Silent endurance coupled with cheerful 
energy. 

T h e bow from w h i c h are s h o t Hie arrows 
of heroism. 

Pluck is that spirit in man which fails to 
understand t h e mean ing of despair. 

Fear lessness free from foolhardiness. 
The chivalry of nature's knighthood. 
That which enables one when fighting 

against adverse circumstances and knocked 
down to rise and try another round. 

The heart of a lion in tlhe body of a man. 
T h e best r emedy for despair . 
The force which converts an ordinary 

man into a hero. 
Honest daring without caring. 
An iron tonic for invigorating the nerves. 
The absence of fear in the presence of 

danger. 
The stuff that heroes are made of. 
The courage to do the right thing a t the 

right moment. 
Irrepressible stout heartedness. 
The indomitable "I will ," before which 

the mountains of fear become molehills. 
That which keeps a man up when he's 

down. 
The pulse of enterprise. 
The offspring of courage and the mother 

of success. 
Bottled energy, opened by the corkscrew 

of emergency. 
V e l a p u k . 

Volapuk, or the universal language, 
as i t is called, is the invention of a Ger­
man .Roman Caihollc priest, Johann Mar­
tin Schleyer, of Constance, in Baden, He 
publ i shed h i s s y s t e m i n 1870. On account 

of its extreme simplicityHts grammar 
conta ins n o artificial genders , a s ing le con­
j u g a t i o n and n o irregular verbs—it i s very 
eas i ly acquired. The V o l a p u k dict ionary 
contains 14,000 words, while any imagina­
ble new word may be easily formed by 
composit ion. N o sound i s employed w h i c h 
is not common the world over; every word 
i s accented on t h e las t sy l lab le and t h e 
orthography is strictly p&onetic. The 
name is from vola, of the world, and puk, 
l a n g u a g e . I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t o v e r 1 0 , 0 0 0 
persons in Europe have mastered it, and i t 
has been tried to a considerable extent in 
A m e r i c a also. • 

The Life Saving Service. 
The ocean and lake coasts of the United 

States are picketed with the stations.of the 
life saving service attached to the United 
S t a t e s treasury department . S u m n e r I . 
K i m b a l l i s genera l super intendent , w i t h 
headquarters at Washington,and thereis 
a corps of inspectors, superintendents, sta­
tion keepers and crews extending over the 
entire coast ling, together wifb aboard on 
life saving appliances, composed of experts" 
se lected from, t h e revenue mar ine service, 
the army, the life saving service and civil­
ians. At the close of the last fiscal year 
t h e l i f e s a v i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t embraced £38 
stations, 178 being on the Atlantic coast, 
forty-eight on the lakes, eleven on the Pa­
cific coast and one at the falls of the Ohio 
—Louisville. 

- O r i g i n o f B e l f r y . 

The word "belfry" had originally n o 
connection with bell, an idea which is now 
i n t i m a t e l y assoc iated w i t h t h e t e r m . Thte 
first meaning given is ' w a t c h tower/ ' 
from the middle English "berfry," a watch 
tower. The first part of this word i s con­
nected with borough, the second with free. 
A s the practice grew of hanging bells in 
such towerd people reminded themselves 
of the fact by changing the word berfry 
into the modern belfry. < 

Flor i cu l ture . 

Floriculture, though carried on as « 
business in the United States for more 
than a century, assumed important pro­
portions only within the past twenty-five 
years. In addition to the Society of Ameri* 
can Florists, 965 state and local floral-so­
cieties and clubs and 358 horticultural JBO-
cieties, aided by the agricultural and h#s>. 
ticultural press, helped to develop this in­
dustry to i ts present large proportions. 

looks you reeerve will bs black. 

The Presidential Flag. 
The presidential flag has a bine ground, 

with the arms of the United States-in £be 
center. It was designed and first used by 
President Chester A. Arthur in *B88,' and 
i s now hoisted a t the main whenever t h e 
president of the United States ia on board 
any government vessel. 
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