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> 'b:erve in Swi riand.

Wopanying cut représents a re- |

 solar halo observed y a corre-

1t of La Nat ure, M. Phillippin, in ’

irons of Neuchatel, Switgerland, on

28 March. The morning was foggy,
gradually cleared awhy, the sun

ed to be surrounded by a circle
wing the usnal colors of the rain-
few mpment,s later azTother con-

“iA, REMARKABLE Bdi;AR HALO, :
. halo (B B) appehred, followed. by'

are of & circle tangent to iti (C ©C); and
wing this two smaller arcs (D D and
The point Z wabk exadtly in the
, a1id was of an unysual and remark-
1minosity. All of the circles and
ere as brilliantly edlored 4s any rain-
After a short time the (halo faded
he various circles i‘sappleanng in a
e order- to that in which they ap-
thatis the arc D vanished first and
The halo.lasted for aver an"hour,
minous point Z being.the last portion
pear, an& persistlr;‘lg for nea.rly two

Iar Sclence N ews; to which we are’

for the foregoifpg, says that al-
IEg, solar and lunar halos are not un-

ommon they are rarely $en ‘agperfect as

sne here described. -They gre formed
he refraction and réflection of light
t (drops of wa.ter or crysitals of ice

orrdmary rainbow. They are gen-

onsidered to indicate rainy wesgther,
41'31:!:!.1:13' eases they may do 80, as they
\j indlca.te the presenice o;f an exoess

' ‘to prec:pxta,txon. The old super-
that the number of stars included

SJ b&!ﬁre ‘the storm will be due has, of

r8e, no foundation in fact. *‘$un dogs”’ -

oek suns, are similar phenomena to
lar halos, where certain points—like

% for instance—a.;e yery br}gli;b and the

ent increase in the number of suns in
eaveas, and are i'eferred to by ancient

.igatmg the na,tural hlstory of the
I, states the fdllowing: .
:é} at which reproducti()n begins, five
8, ‘
Freqiiéney of bi'cods, one -in about two
id seven-tenth days.
mber in each brood, thirty ayverage.

= aepm&uctive pei'iod four mon’phs, Mareh

S%hat the sna,ll livésbut two years, we have

following estimate of the total number
.oﬁspring ofa smgle pair:

! mw Stt’ety i)evice for Elevators‘
frequency of elevator accidents due
doors having been left open has led
renious New York man t devise an
‘ us by which it is impos-
r to move until all the
~ The In-

‘Each door i§ connected by a closed

t with a pair of magnets ¢ontrolling
sea door isiopen and

oken, will came in con-

tectl ns on the starting wheel
prevehtmg the operation 6f the mal
TY.
“$he -eircuit complece again, will tle
it & withdrawn from the projections
8 IIOW of any movement of the starting

* —— .
. s_clont .o Brevities. .
steam bicycleis the interesting inven-

ofa Ggorgia. enius. - The boiler is run |

the next wir the ratia of' recoveries
jose who can removed sh 11 living
N hha field willbe larger ﬂhaﬁ formerly.

*its dis-
am,’’ from the
,} ‘ _gypt», is eu:ci#mg atten-
‘T 'has bgeri found in a new sub-
i 1890byJD \son Pasha
of pn old river in; up r Egypt,

ried up.
parently 1dentmal Wit.h india
toduced by the actibn of sul-
dmphor, adcording to a

fot The Chemical News.

ks
bic name -for

2N

a‘hvrilﬁerin'l‘hej
i i\:ering &

ore ﬁl‘e- 2 agai.n cnt i.n ﬁne atnps and bake coAa. '

N ot until the doeris clpsed, mak-

CANNING FRUITS.

| Miss Maria Parloa’s Directlons for* 8

curing Best Eesults by This Method. !

First, the fruit must be sound; nqﬂ}
every utensil used must be clean; agai
the cans must be airtizht; finally, the ca
and fruit must be made free from germé
and air before sealing, and the canned
fruit be kept in a dark, cool, dry place.
Wo know that when the germs are %illed
and the air is excluded sugar i8 not nedes-
pary for the preservation of the fruit. But
there are few kinds of fruit that are ndp
fmproved by some sugar, because it fixes
the color and flavor and gives much finer
results. Some kinds of fruit require bqb
little sugar for this purpose, while others
are poorindeed without a generous amount.
Where fruits are too dry togive out enou h
juice to generously cover them a lig t.

' sirup should be used. But in the juigy

fruits avoid water if possible, A good ru‘lﬁ

| in the case of small berries is to allow ong-

third of a pound of sugar to each pound \oI

- fruit.

For frult like peaches, pears, plums, et%
make a light sirup. Quinces must first
cooked In clear water until tender. “In

paring fruit use silver plated knives. ad

drop each piece as soon as pared into; a

bowl! of cold water, which has been made !

acid by the addition of lemon juice. * This
prevents the fruits from turning dark. Ude
earthern bowls and wooden or silver plated
spoons. Avoid any delay while doing this
work. To pare peaches and plums put ia
little of the fruit into a wire basket and
plunge it into boiling water for three mu!r.—
utes, Take the basket from the’ beilin)
water and plunge it into cold water for a
few seconds; then turn its contents into an
earthern dish and pare with asilver knife,
Save all the juice that falls into this howk
When the work is properly done, the skin
will peel off perfectly smooth. =
To fill the jars, have on the stove 'two
pans partially filled with water. Let the
water in one be boiling, but in the other
pot 80 hot that the hand eannet be held in

it with comfort. Put a few jars and coveérs |

in the cooler water, turning them now anil
then until all parts become warmy; thefi
put them in the Beiling water. This does
away with all danger of breakmg Wheh
the jars have been heated in boiling watér
drain, fill and seal them one at a time. - Ifi
fillling the jars be sure that, they st‘“anﬁ
level, that the sxrug has filled all the m~
terstices between the fruit and that it alst

runs over the tops of the jars. Even wit

this overflowing of the sirup it will be.
found that after cooling the can is wol
quite full,"but if the work has been prop-
erly done the fruit will keep all right. -

Neﬂeslgns for Handmade Laces. !

Good Housekeeping illustrates and fur
nishes directions for making the followm
useful crochet edges: .

New Point Lage——-Six chain, join witﬁ
one treble, : Turn: Five chain, one treblé
Turn, Fifth chain, one treble, seven chai
one treble. Turn. Three chain, twen i
treble, two chaln, one treble. Turn Fivi
chain, one treble, ten holes made of twdh.
chain, one treble. Turn. The points aro
finished one by one as follows: Nine sn’j«-

BUTTERFLY LACE AND POINT LACE.
gle crochet, nine afghan stitches,’ f,h’
geven) then five, then three, and final
one loop on the needle. Work down thq
side of the point with slip stitches, and b@«
gin another point, making three as ill
trated. Of course the lace can be made
wider by putting more open work befofs
the points are finished, or by maklng,shelhl
on the strmght edge. ’

Butterfly lace is simple and very pret y
for the baby’s clothes. It should be mag et
from No. 88 thread and with rather
hook. 1t must be crocheted closely or" ltv
will lack the beauty of the pattern., It'is
a new design, and is.intended for those wha|
have intimated that narrow laces are never:
pretty. Twelve chain, four chain, picgt,

make five chain four times, fa,st,ening with|

single crochet under picot. Each™ five
chain has eight single crochet under rt,
four chain, one treble.

Currant Bummery. I

To the juice of two quarts of mashed
and strained ,currants add one pint.p!f
granulated sugax.' Out of this take one
pint to pour upon one pint of rice, whieh
must be blended till it is smooth. Bgil
the remainder of the juice in a farina két-
tle, in which stir the thickened juice care-
Iully to prevent lymping. Cook till tlnd’k
pour into one large or seveéral small cpp

molds, Se on thie ice and serve with

sweetened\fream.
4 = .
Te Try the Oven’s Heat. '
A Frengh authority on cooking gngee
these rules for testing the heat of an oven:.
Try it with a plece of white paper. If toa
hot the pdper will blacken or blaze up,m
it becomes 4 light brown it is fit for pas:
i it turns dark ellow itis fit for bread|
and the heavier kinds of cake; if light

.yellow the oven is ready for sponge

and the lighter kinds of desserts. { |
. 1
Wash.the Teapotl. . |
Teapots may be- thoroughly washed wi;l;h
strong soda and water; rinse well and dry {
them perfectly, leaving them open folf &
time to air. - This prevents the curious hzi.y-
like smell one sometimes notices in ‘th
things when they have béen allowedito
stand closely shut when damp. Some

- housekeepers use sapolio for this s&me

pose.

Custard Toast. o
Bring a quart of milk to the boiling, s

son and add two eggs well beaten. B‘oxl ‘

one minute and p ur over six slices of

tered toast. the oven until the d
tard is set.

e |
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h Oheﬁlo Straws., ‘ 1:
Roll rich piecrust very thin; gratec d¢
thickly over it; fold several times and

.al‘O

* MODES IN | MILLINERY.

H‘rqd,omo Tmported Bonnet and Hats
8 Illastrated .lsqnd ‘Described.
ica straw is. very popular and black
white is a-combination as much in
fayor in millinery as in gowns. Braid like
hat or bonnr{is also employed in the
trimming; for instance, a bonnet in Tus
nutmeg straw is trimmed with an Al-
ian bow of heliotrope velvet, edged
th brald of the straw,

e new double brims consist in lining
the.brim of the Hat with a straw of differ-
e t kind or color. Thus the brim of a
k hat is faced throughout with white

ig or straw, and colored hats in red
green or fancy braids may have a black
ip for the double brim facing.

! STYLISH BONfNET AND HATS.
The imported bonnet here illustrated
sts of bands of steel sequins, with
;% of white tulle; the trimming is a
white osprey and the fashionable Mephisto
0 aﬁnenb in stéel. * Fig. 8 shows a hat in
rde heliotrope straw, with bows of satin
ribbon in the same color and pheasant
mes in front. TheSarah Bernhardt hat
Fig. 8'is of blidck nutmeg straw, with a
eath of shaded poppies—pink and helio-
tropd—paste buckle, black plumes and
y. The gtyle olf hat sketched in Fig.
4 lis 'very dainty, for garden party wear.
T islhat isin Leghorn straw, with bows
“ofipink kilted liste and folds and bows of
crearh guipure; at the back is an osprey
and pink tips. ' Attention is also called to
t e %ove’l coiffures here represented, es-
ia}ly in the first two sketches. No. 1

the Byzantine coiffure and No. 2 is
a Pa isian revwal of an odd, bygone style.

he following' timely and useful items
gleaned from Harper’s Bazar:
(Buits-of linen duck are the novelty for
mmer outing dresses.
ton jacket snits rival those with a
blazer for tennis, boating and outing gen-

% Hints for Outing Costnmes. -
|

erally.
l(l)gpeasant badice and skirt cut in one,
introduced last simmer, remains in favor
for dresses for out-of-door sports where
' tr 'edbm for the arma is required.
‘= new design for serge yachting gowns
a|bodice smoathly fitted, like a euirass,
fr the throat to the walst, then curving
out dn the hips, and even]y all around.
'1‘ 18 lain bodice {8 banded across with
ter row of red or blue braid edged
ilt—a very effective trlmming on a
w lt serge cuirass.

o al middy suits for yachting are of
blize Qr white clot,h of very light weight,
madelwith a little jacket reaching only to
the w 1st and open in front, with tapering
re er ard a square cOllar Bright gold

red braids forming a wide galloon are
thi g ytrim;nmg

ongservative tailors gtill commend the
Norfolk jacket, box. plaited and belted.
for the badice of cydling dresses. Others
prefer a shirt waist gr blouse with rubber
. bahd, ‘and a round skirt with braces. The
cifeularskirt three yards or more in width
is & fgw inches longer in front than in the
batk, and is sewed to the bels, with full-
negs all around.

Yor!comfortable wear during the sum-
tia.xlors are making silk blouses of a
cut to match the color of the skirt

hevjr' cloth bodice. A covert coat mada

of the regular ‘“‘coating’ is added. Pique

of white or ?a]le blue and sailor hata

d already familiar in the rider’s summer

ﬁt.I

ML Btyles tor Small Boys.

) uline attire is at present aped by the

up girl only, and small boys have

, in¢t styles of theirown, - Here aresome

of the latest. “Jack Tar’*and “Man-o’-war”

B are nlways favorifes with little men

their mothers. Oup sketch shows a

retty new -sailor suit in fine blue

ge, with a “loose optn fronted jacket,

&annel vest Wit,b; thiee rows of narrow
o braid a.round thg collar

: mmn BOYB’ cos'rUMEs.

Ivet dnd plish are favorite materials

sy wear, and the middle figure of
‘the cub illustrate rt and becomm%
suitf in black velvet, quf a sort of cour
jac et an a.waistc(uat f white watered
sil ttxe uttong are of cut steel. The
sanme suit; is very desirable in plain black
cor’ sérew cloth. .The blonse suit with
wide collar ia well made in white drill or

~Auck piped with blue or brown. !

Bibs mncl 'I‘nckerl.

Bibs and tuckers are the rageagain, and
if you want to appeak fashionable you will
~certainly wear av'pib with your best frock.,
Thé » arbesﬁbibsare of cream or black

, chiffon and lace

4 off delicate’ énho
ekertomatclh.

th t“’ lmhib

_their means, and inferior places are be-

laineronesareo i
with m ﬂlir]:aﬂ{l; all tx',ha . e
B-=bot; an woo n :

OLIC JOURN
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pox‘sdjous SFINGS AND BITES. |
Whatto Do When tung by Wasps or Bees
* ow B!ttcn by Polsonous Serpents.

Btinga! df {nsects sometimes canse trou-
blesome | 1ocal inﬁkmmations. and when a
large extept. of surface is stung—as by a
swarm of bees—thére may be symptoms of
seversdepression. | The application of a so-
lution of ammonia {(either a couple of drops

of a solution of carbopate of ammonia, or
of aromatic spiritd of ammonis, or of di-.

luted "*hartshorn')ito the injured part will
at once relieve pain. A pinch of table salt

dampened with water and rubbed in often
has asimilareffect., Where there is severe
depression stimulants must ‘be adminis-;
tered internally. Stings of the throat oc-
casionally occur fromswallowing a wasp or
bee, and are liable tb be followed by inflam-
mation and swellipg of the larynx, sufi-
ciently intense in sojue jnstances to demand
scarification and even laryngotomy. Popu-
lar Science News, which is authority for
the foregoing, says in regard to the bitesof
poisogous serpents: :

The bite is always attended with much
collapse--manifested by faintness, tremor,
nauses or vomiting, and sometimesstupor.
Locally, there is great pain in the part,
rapid swelling, redness, discoloration. and
occasionally inflammation and suppura-
tion. The proper {reatment consists in
sucking the part where practicable—apply-
ing a bandage tightly across the bite to
prevent, if possiblg, absorption of the
poison—and the intdrnal administration of
stimnlants. Cautedization of the wound
with the hot iron or|nitrate of silver stick
is beneflcial if attempted at once. The
wound may be excispd with a sharp pen-
knife or other insfrument on the spot.
Some antiseptic shoild be applied to the
wound. Large amounts of alcoholic stim-
ulants are in orden, or ammonia (five to
ten drops of aqua ammonia or a teaspoon-
ful of aromatic spirits of ammonia, well
dijuted, given at & dost) may be substi-
tuted. Better use whisky or bra.ndy inter-
nally and apply aqua. ammornia to the
wound.

Ico Cream for Stomach Tronbles.

The value of ice Eream asa remedy for
certain intestinal tfoubles is being con-
siderably advauced. % Some physicians, in-
deed most, permit it through typhoid
fever, always insisting it shall be of the
purest make. To th{a story recently going
the rounds of the press of an entire cure o'
a case of ulcer of thel stomach by the sole
and persistent use Pf ice cream may be
added thiat of a woman known to & corre
spondent of The Christian at Work. XShe
suffered from a seripus affection diggqtly
traceable to digestive disturbance. and her

physician finally putf her upon jee cream |

as a sole-diet, For eleven months she lit ¢
erally lived upon icejeream with the result

of effecting a complete and apparently per-{

manent ¢ure. The theory is that thecream
furnished ample nowrishment, while the
diseased intestines, ¢hilled from the low
temperature of thej food, are prevented
from getting up inﬁzlmmatlon during the
1gestxo§t carried on by the

nrlnmj‘ g Milk.

Do pot swallow n%xilk fast and in such
big gulps. As onei physician directed,
“chew iﬂ”’ in short,; sip it slowly, a tea-
spoonful at a tlme. Many persons who
like milk, and know its valueas a strength
giver, think they cannot use it because it
gives them mdlgesIon Most of them

process of
healthy pa

could nt {t freely |if they would pnly
drink it in the way we have described, or

if they would, bebterrtxll, drink it hot.

Immnxity f om Disease.
Medical authontl state that the Japa-

nese are not liable to pearlet fever, and the
negroes are equally lexempt from yellow

fever. If we could ertain what condi-
tion it {s that confers) upon them this ex-
emption,.the discovery would certa.xnly

& valuable one,

h—m—

SOCIETY ACQUAINTANCES.

Fashionable Soclety Constructed Largely
on the Give-and!Take Principle.

“Whether new uaintances can be
made in a large place’}or not depends much
upon who|puts the question. To many peo-
ple the so¢ial doorsd not open as they had
hoped, annd the public ones need a golden
key. All the best spats at thetheaters,
operas and concerts |are at prices. above

neath their position{ Clearly it is not
these who can make new acquaintances in
town, if by acquaintances is meant those
who havd the power and the will to help
them to & place in fety and to associa-
tion with their equdls; therefore from a
social point of view tlieir settling in town
is & migtake, They would bhave done bet-
ter elsawhere—say in & good couniry neigh-
borhood here they would be called upon
by the ighbors an{l launched into the
society of the place, be it much or little. It
is generally allowed [that city society is
constructed strietly pn the’ give-and-take

principle. : .

To assgciate with land to invite those
who can reflect Inster and fashion upon
their acquaintances, and whose presence at
an entertainment is cansidered a social suc-
cess, is a weakness that society is more or
less prons to. One word, however, must
be said for society. Onght strangers to
expect it, as a matter pf course, to open its
arms to them, to receiye them on theirown
merits without; Any particular pass-
port to its favor?

tions, as ery one, k
level of fashionable
those whop assotiat
solely on the ground of
ity, frien hip and  affection, and to; tha
pleasure that congeﬁi 1 spirits find in |
other’s, company; huth these form a.small

the- great bulk of general 80-

8 106 easytomake;

e ,bffand wellcon-
ttlemetot i

in the neighboriiood of San Jadinto, Cal,,
evinced a liking for bees. He réad every-

' ‘Without rain or sun -
‘ We should loye the g

A YOUTHFUL BEEKEEPER,

How a Oalifornia Lad Boeme ﬂu Owngr 1

of a Rousing Colony of

Here 18 a story that is told by, “that -va

eran beekeeper, Mr. I. A. Root, in Gleap-

fngs in Bee Culture. Quite a young boy

thing be conld lay hold of on the subject;

watched beemen:; listened to their talk

until he was ready to put his knowledge
to some practical use. His father, hoﬁ;g-

BRINGING HOME THE BEES ¥ HIS TROUSERS.
ever, objected to purchasing a célony, say-
ing they would find plenty of stray swarms
at the proper season; and so our friepd
watched and waited.

At length a swarm came one day when
he was at work il the flelds, quite a way
from home. He threw sticks and dirt
among the bees, as-he had read about, in
order to make them alight, anll finally
scooped water with his hat, from a puddle,
threw it among them, and was at length

rewarded by seeing them alight and|

cluster on a bush.. What should he hiye
them in? If he went somewshere-for & box
he feared they would start off again before
he returned. It was hot weather, so he
took off his trousers, tied up the legs and
hived the bees in them. They evidentiy
constdered this a very fair hive, for they
stayed in the trousers while he trudged all
the way home with them. His good
mother saw him coming and helped htlm
hive them in"good shape.

By the way, boys, is theré any truer or
kinder friend to a lad of thirteen than hix
mother? After the bees were hived, t: en
the mother looked after the boy, Th-
weather was Hot and the road dusty, and
poor Willie’s bare legs were covered with

jixture of perspiration, dust, and oqcca-
sionally a bee sting. His énthusiasm, how-
ever, was enough Yo help him hold on to
his p'mze, and now he has a rousing colony
of bees in a movable comb hive, and bids
fair to be, in due tame, one of ‘the shlmng
lights. His name is Willie Guthridge,
and here is a sket¢h of him, as he brought
home his first swarm.

A Beloved Prince.

Many stories are related of the Emperpr
Frederick of Germany, known to the peo-
ple while'he was crown prince as ‘“‘Unger
Fritz” or “Our Fritz,” which show why
he was 80 loved by his subjects. ‘

He was always kind to the poor, the sick
and the helpless, and one can easily under-
stand how, during the war of 1870, the ter-
rified French peasants so quickly learned
to feel confidence in the commander of the
invading army.

One day while he was crown prince he
was paying his accustomed visit to the
school at Bornstedt, and talking~to the
children, when a telegram was handed in
to the schoolmaster; informing him of the
sudden and severe illness of his mother.

“Go at once,” said the prince, “and leaye
the school to me!’*:

The poor schoolmaster at first hesxt,ated
but was at length persuaded to hurry off,
and the prince continued the. instruction
of the astonished but delighted schola,x:s
until late in the morning, when the clerg;'—
man arrived and relieved the prince {rom
his duties as schoolmaster.

Summer Showers.

Feur loving playmates stood by a wall;
Down came the rain with a sharp, quick fall, .
“I will drench you,” it sald, *if I can.”
Ethel and Charlie, Eric and J ack
Under the umbrella they pack,
And fast to the shelter they ran,

Ethel and Chsarlie and Eric, too,

Are all small people, just like you;
But Jack is a great dog, you see,

Loving and gentle, faithful and wise,

With a very large heart, just suited his size,
Given up to his playmates three.

Id

nowncmrnmmmno.m
QUICK FALL.

Said Charlie: *I hata these sudden ﬁhow'era.
T'm sure they'll only spoil our flowers;
Do just look at the heavy rain.,” | -
But Ethel said gently: “The rain is kind.
It falls that we may one day find . .
Our beautiful lowers again.”

Said Eric: “The rain doeen’t do us good

The sun brings the flowers and corn tor tood
Mother told me, so that is right;

And I love the sun and the sky qui t& ‘blue,

And, dear old Jack, so. I'm'suredo you
Love the world to look all hright.‘

The sister smiled; anﬁ,sa{d. ““Ther:

Will pasa away atd hesun shine
Look! the change fs.coming now: | © R

what should we do

80 too." [
And chk gave .:‘10' “BO"-"OW. <4 el

‘l‘hdword euséemilouget was

“both, and Jack thin:qﬂj,

an imaginary
the celestial sphere, ha.vmg as its mesial
line the ecliptio or apparent path of the'
sun. The signs of ijle zodiac embrace the
tywelve important constellations which, ow
ng to the motions of the earth, appearto
revolve through the heavens within a belt
extending 9 degs. on each side of the sun's
apparent annual path, and within or near
which all the planéts revolv#. Since the
D Appears success Vel{] in each of these
onstellations durin e year the zodiac
as divided into twelve equal parta, corre
sponding to the months. These signs and
their subdivisions were used in n.easuring
time, and as 4 basid of astronomical and
astrologxcal -calculations and predlctxons
Astronomers now, for convenience, use
these signs, giving to each constellation
ah extent of 30 degs,, althongh the constel-
létions vary in size, These signs are’
Aries, representing -the ram:; Taurus, the
b‘b_ll Gemini, the twins; Cancer, the erab;
, the lion; Virgo, the virgin, Libra, the
lance; Scorpio; the scorpion; Sagittarius,
the archer; Capricornus, the goat; Agua-
r{us, the water bearer, and Pisces, the fish-
On the 20th of March the sun enters
, and at midnight Virgo, the opposite.
gnstellatlon, will be overhead. During
the month of April the sun vylll pass into
'B&urus, and at midmght Libra wilt be
overhead.
§The early astronomers ‘were astrologers,
and claimed to be able bopredlct the future

cﬁreers of individuals and nations by ob-2

Bﬁrving the positions angd mobvements of
e planets and the condition of the weat,her
at the most important periods of -men’s
lﬁves A man born“When the sun was.in

the constellation Scorpio was believed to be | |

nﬁtnrally bent toward exceyssxve indul:
génce of the animal passions; one born
rhen the sun was in Aries waé destined to
a great scholaror ruler; one born when
the sun was in Pisces was préedestined to
grovel or be a servant, and so 6n. The por-
ticoes of the temples of Denderah and Esne,
1 Egypt, have representations of the zodi-

1 constellations which are of great an-
nlty and have formed & fruitful theme

of discussion; but the truth seems to be
tl;ab nothmg is-as yet known respecting

these ancient representations, ;f.or the man- }

nér in which the investigations have been

ed up with the Biblical question of the
antiquity of man has prevented any truly
s%ientlﬂc research. The Greeks would
seem to have borrowed their constellations
from the Egyptians and Babylonians. The

acdl figures of tlie Hindoos, ancient
Persians, Chinese and Japaness have such
a‘remarkable resemblance to those of the
Egyptians that there can be little doubt as

ta their common origin.

A Curious Flower,

JThm flower, of which an illustration is
annexed is botanically known §s Strelitzia
Regine, having been named i
the wife of George I1I, Charlotte of Meck-
1 ﬁnbnrg—Strelitz. T he flowers show a com-

BIRD OF PARADISE FLOWERS. .
bihation of orange and purple in their color-

lng, are large, abundantly produced, and

iar a fancied resemblance to a bird of
bright plumage; hence its commoner name,
“Bird of Paradise Flower.”

The plant (shown at the bottom of the
engraving) is easily cultivated as a pot or
tub plant. It is chiefly propagated by di:
vi@ipns of old plants.

§arlo de Medicis as a Book Collector,
he second wife of Henry IV, Marie de
&edicis, who was born at Florence in 1573,
and who died in 1642, was, notwithstand-
in€g Michelet’s.sneer at her as ‘‘une grande
&ggrosse femme,” a genuine book collect-

or, The *“fat tradeswoman from Flor- |

enoe,” 48 she was nicknamed at the time,
had a genuine enthusiasm,for the fine

ts, and honored the great paintersof her |

time. Her books were almost. sufficiently
di%tinct in their bindings to form an epoch
in the history of bibliopegic art. Thirty-
ge books are now known to us as having
once belonged to Marie, and of these two
are now in the British museum. Her

armorial bookmarks were numerous.\‘
Nearly all the books which can now be |

a8 having been at one time in- her
possess’lon are religious, and include works
iSpanish, Italian and Latin, An agree-
ahle variation todevotional books is, how-
ever, a.ppa.rent by the presence of Vltre’s
escription du Premier Voyage,” - made

to! the t Indies by the French (1609)—an
d‘pedihon which was ordered by Henry
. who requested Vitre to write an' ac-

nt of his travels. 3
Illegitlm;éy. o ’
ccording to Mulhall, the percentage of

| iHegitimate births to total births is, in-
;, Greece, 1.6; Ireland, 2.3; Russia, 8,1; Neth- |
RER Y

1 C nada,{io' Spain and Portngal 5.5 Italy, ;
-1 6.8; Belgium, +7.0; United Stabes, 7.0;-
ce, 7.2; Germany, 8.4; Norwayv 851
| @h}'m& 8.0; Sweden, 102 Denmark, 18 |

, 8.5; England, 4.5' Swibzerla.nd 4.6
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