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lor" ih4 |r ipad [where her k n e w 
*& gHpiBse w a $ t o be4 iad h e 

anting;] heavenward. 

h ishai in final sal-
•all t h a t b a d b^ea revealed t o 

•• u J ^ ^ ^ M f n d l e a * hospital i ty and 
> -IW* * T ^ '*""* W a l l ives , the 
|WKle| jr. diffused c i ^ l e of good , the s i m -
P ™ | ^ th«| geistlefless anSd/the happiness 
|wM<fl t f o r i i e d a go lden atiniosphere about 

Th^ IthiM day Alter tfcis found h im 
nteirihg t h e Ci ty of M e ? i c o aga in , and 
a r d l j a b l e l t o be l ieve t h e ev idence of the 

ca lendar t h i t i t had been liiitle more than 
ft m c i i t h s ince he had lef t ,it t o seek the 
B u e i [i i Jkjietanza. AI though by no means 
jrarejhdw far Morell had been engaged in 
t h e bi is inesslscheme^ of the redoubtahle 

itFerrfefBdez, he had telegraphed h i m from 
Gaa^alajaraj request ing hihl to look at 
t h e hote l s for Mrs. Bterwenit, and if she 

po keep her in the city. He 
m u c h surprised, therefore, 

ill awaiting: h im at the sta-

jhad arrived 
I (was toe ver 
( to fikid!Mo: 
| tion., 
I-* fc'Ilisjmjr 

quesjfctdh 
""Jj^ji she 

answoEeda 

itother come?*'was his .first 

a i 
rrived yesterday," Morel), 
d had on ly been here an 

h o u r op t w o I w h e n I received your dis­
patch a n d looked her up . :She w a s very 
anxiouS;aboQt y o u and mmjjh rel ieved tc 
hear Ibjat' y o u w e r e *ph the -way to meet 
her. But;, myjdear "fellow, w h a t can J 
s a y for .myself? I hardly knoVf h o w tc 
express} my regret that such an accident 
shoa l 1 jhave befal len yon—Something nc 
One (Cftnilid possibly have foreseen." 

Unllejss i t w a s y o u i friend, Senor Fer-
nand=zi" said D e r w e n t dryly . ,"He not 
o n l y (foresaw, jbut planned the whole 
thirii 

4i 

ahd had i t executed. '* 
• "Dpr^entr Morell exclaimed. He stop­
ped— far they jwere .walking together 

;,. d o w i the l ong platform—and looked at 
?nhe other as if doubtful whether he had 
, beard h i m ajighjp. " W h a t do y o u mean?' 
h e asked, "Thafe i s a very grave accusa-

[tion.'?^; . . . 
\ "I t is a p la in s t a t e m e n t of a fact ," re-

j plied petwent. "The assassin came tc 
• finish; h i s w o r k ! b u t was, : fortunately. 
"shot t efore he could do so. H e l ived long 

I enough Ho tell the wholfc story however.' 
•.And | heh he related i t brieily. 

'•j Thire [could l e BO doubt that Moreli 
jwas deeply and] terribly shocked. "1 

.} knew|iBIiiSt h e w a s s l i ppe ry—very s l ippery 
j—and I luspectel that he was a scoun-
,4rel,';"he said, a l ludiug td Fernandez. 
3Vbut I never c f u l d have imagined him 

, jcjapafcle of such dastardly vi l lainy as this. 
j H e w r o t e m e t h i t Barrera w a s certainl> 
'accountable for i h e cr ime." 
j • " T o fasten i t op Barrera was his chiei 
|c(bjec;," said Derwent . "B$r the bye , dc 
!jkm k n o w h o w hi J obtained the bond tc 
^thatmine?" -
\ | Mo:"ell had the grace to blush. "I dc 
jpiot k n o w exact ly ," he replied; "but ] 
suspect it was \u a very unscrupulous 

'manner . H e told m e that he could bring 
'jbolitical pressures t o bear. I suppose 
y o u tlrink that I )ught not to have sanc-
| ionec any th ing of th4 kind. B u t oui 

' £arg& n w a s that he was to .get the mines 
^ n d I w a s to sell. |fhem.i lr had no busi­
n e s s t o interfere w i t h his manner of get-

J |»ing t i iem." 
|: "The receiver \)f stolen goods might 
Say asi iuuen," observed Derwent , with 
^corn. " A man | f houoir does not w i s h 
• to profit b y dishonesty iin any form. 1 

- | e l l y o p frankly tjaat there is not silvei 
enouglji in all JV iexicoi to tempt me tc 
touch a m i n e w: th a .t it le acquired as 

. ihat of the Buenaj-Esperanza was ." 
.• " I hope you doiuot think that I shall 

touch pi further,'] said Morell. "Hence-
|lorth li shall wash my! hands of Senoi 
Fernaijdez. I m i g h t endure cheat ing , 
b u t atbeinpted assassiiiatioh is a l ittle 

't;oo m u c h . Here is a carriage, y o u can 
drop m e a t San .Francisco street , and you 
w i l l find your j | eop le la t the Hote l del 
Jardim 

t ± 
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* " & 

"'S5 

" A t least the bhootln^ did you one 
§*Ood tttrn," he adped, as t h e y rolled out 
pt the station gajtes; ] l t domesticated 
proli in *the hacienda of j the Ormonds. ]• 
feaad.to inyself , ' W h a t luck some fellowg 
haveTI, ag soon as 1 hear( | of it . A n d how 
idid yoiij like' D o n a Z a r i f a on a c q u a i n t -
larice? jOdd, wasnj't i t , our discussing hei 
bhat d a y in the Alamedii?" 

f'Did'jwe discuss her?" said Derwent , 
Jwiio hadi a feeling! as if the other took an 
b 4 w a F r s * n t a ^ e l iberty In even mention­
i n g her name. ' 'B n e v e t received greatei 
^rindnes^i in m y li^e t h a n froin every one 
jatMiraflores. DOu MaUrizio picked me 
fup in the road, you knolw. H e is a mag­
nif icent Type—r-grahd seiignedr, ye t sim-
Wf, cord|alf kind beyonjd belief," 
F "Oh, h o doubt," sa^d Morell. "But 
piow a b o u t l>oiiar Zarifa2 Is she as u n a p -

roachaole as she looks! Or could a man 
enture t o fall in love \Hth her?" 

" T h a t Would depend Entirely upon the 
jman," replied Derwent . " Y o u have 
heard, n o doubt , thati fools somet imes 
rxi^h i n Where angels; fear to tread. ] 
Jiope tha,tol am at least not (|uite a fool. 
B u t tel l nke about; inv mother. H o w has 
phe bornelthe journey?'* 
; H e w a s p o o n able to affswfer this ques­
t ion himsfelf. H e ha<l hardly entered 
•\yithin the gilded ;iron gales of the Hotel 
del Jardin iand taken a ! f e w steps along 
t h e w i d e gal lery : that runs 'around twe 
Jides of th i immense quadrangle which 
ijnoloses th^ beaut i fu l o ld garden of the 
Monastery j of San Francisco, w h e n he 

t
ilrag met bj | a tall young lady with frank 
nazel eyes tod.red brown hair, w h o ut 

red a cryikad heldVoi^t bo^h hands in 
eleome. i 

I **i&y ,dea^- Geoffrey, ihow d e l i g h t e d I 
ftm to seejou!" she eiclaimed- "And 
j loti a r e r e a l l y a l i v e a n d well? W h a t an 

apvful fr^ght|you gave tjs! Are you not 
^hamedj?" 11 ! • • . ' • 

I " M y deat i S ibyl ," D e r w e n t retorted, 
"pre no t y o h ashame4 t o h a v e let my 
niather dom|e[on spch a jjourney? If you 
had onlyfbelf4ved t h e expl ic i t s tatements 
of t o y leBter^'4-— [ 

A B h t w e 4 i « l n ' t j b e l i e ^ them," she in­
terposed. --•lAlt l east y o u r | n o t h e r did 
n M ; s h e j t h ^ f g h t ; y o u jwerf t ry ing to 

g for her t o do was 
! y h e W h t . I a m c e r -
v e tboujjjht s o t o o U 

' * "I {•'•. 
w h 4 answered* 

wre tch t o find 

to 

y o u for undertaking the journey t o i 
c o m p a n y my mother. 'V ; 1 >.,-j 
i " l a m m o r e t h a s rewarded,"phe m* 

i w e r e d . "This i s t h e m o s t enchants 
place I h a v e ever wandered into . BpiK 
cjome! Cousin Margaret i s expecting; 
you , and afraid even ye t t h a t you mfiy: 
be brought in on'a Utter." 
j H e laughed as'he fol lowed her t o w a i d 

•the door of one bf the charming apait-
ment s surrounding the gal lery, and 
paused in the f i t t ing room whi l e she 
cjpened the door of the spacious chambjei 
beyond and said g a y l y : "Dear cousi 
tjere i s your trluant. C o m e and scol<? 
him."-

; The next instjant Derwent. s a w t4<3 
slender, black clsjid form and pale, love 
face of his mother, w i th a wistful lo 
in the deep b lue eyes , as she s a i d , . " 
boyl i s i t real ly jfou at last!" , 

Af ter the first eager quest ions hr 
been answered ahd Mrs. Derwfent's an 
i e ty somewhat reassured, Derwent founl 
another surprise in store for him. 

"You had no ttouble in the journey, 
hope?" he said. "It w a s too bad y o u | 
hav ing had to take i t w i thout a masc 
l ine at tendant; for that is someihini 
y o u at least aife not accustomed fr 
m a m m a . Sibyl , n o w , belongs to the ne 
order of independent y o u n g U d i e s — s h 
w o u l d start out w i t h a maid to g 
around the world—but you a te of th^ 
ancien regime, and I fear that it wa 
very <|lisagreeablei to you ." 

"Oh, has SibyJ not told you?" sa ; 

Mrs.' Derwent . " W e did not COH 
alone. I confess f should have, dis l ike 
that very m u c h ; though of course, m y 
dearest boy, I would have done that di 
anyth ing else to reach you. B a t Frank 
Halbert came wi th us. I t w a s very kind 
of him." , '[ 

"Frank Halbert)!" repeated Derwent iij 
surprise. Then he threw back h is head 
and laughed uncontrol lably. " W h y ; 
y o u organized a regular relief expedi­
tion!" he said. " W h a t a picture yoij 
w o u l d have m a d e c o m i n g to s torm Mira-
flores!" | 

"You are very ungrateful, Geoffrey," 
said Miss Lenox. p'It m a y be a laughing 
matter to you now,!but it was notla laugh-
ingv matter when We thought we mighi 
find you d y i n g or dead. W h a t could two 
women in a strange country have done 
in that ease? One: had to think bf these 
thTngs. So i t was. exceed ing ly k i n d oi 
Mr. Halbert to accompany us." 

"It certainly was , uncommonly kind, ' 
said Derwent , recovering his gravity , 
"and I beg, your pardon for laughing. 
Halbert is a very! good fel low always,. 
W h e r e i s he?" 

"I parted w i t h h i m near the office just 
before I m e t you. H e w e n t in to make 
some inquiries. A h , here he is!" 

A handsome m a h of about thirty, -well 
set up, wi th keen e|yes looking out of a 
refined face, appeared at the partly open 
door as Miss Lenox! spoke. "So here yon 
are!" he said, holding out a cordial hand 
to Derwent . "It is a satisfaction to . see 
you sti l l l iv ing , and upon m y word, 
y o d n g m a n , I begin to fear this thing 
has been a hoax. Y o u are looking .very 
wel l ." 

"Oh, Frank!" sa id; Mrs. Derwent re­
proachfully, "I do not think so. H e is 
pale and thin ." 

"I ought to be looking wejl ," said Der­
went , "if the best <ff care could m a k e me 
so. I have been do ing nothing but en­
j o y i n g an ideal l ife and recovering m y 
strength. My wodnd , however , i s not 
ye t heated, and g ives m e some trouble." 

" Y o u m u s t have the best medical ad­
vice a t ,once ," said Mrs. Derwenf, w h i t e 
Halbert looked at4Sibyl and laughed. 

"This is pleasant, is i t 'not?" he said. 
"Think of our anxie ty to reach the suf­
ferer, our hurried journey w i t h o u t pause; 
our eager desire to rel ieve h i m from the 
discomforts he w a s supposed to be en­
during—whi le all the t ime he Was 'en­
j o y i n g an ideal life' and recovering h i j 
s t r e n g t h in t h e m o s t sa t i s fac to ry m a n ­
ne r ! I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t y o u m a y t h i n k 
of our journey to the land of the Monte-
zumas , Miss Lenox, b u t I feel rather ri­
diculous." 

"I do not ," replied Miss Lenox , loft i ly. 
" W e c a m e t o r e l i eve Cous in MarfgarefB 
anxie ty and to help her in any need thai 
she m i g h t have for, us. Of course, inci­
dental ly, w e should have been g lad tc 
have relieved Geoffrey also" ~ 

" ^ u t , since Geoffrey has behaved 80 
shameful ly as not to need relief, you are 
ready to put h i m aside severely," said 
that g e n t l e m a n smil ing, "Come, n o w , 
is that quite fair? I a m extremely sorry 
that you have taken such a long* journey 
for such an insufficient reason, buit I feel 
your kindness to m y mother more than I 
can possibly express . A n d n o w t h a t yoxi 
are here, don't you th ink you m a y find 
something to enjoy?" 

"I*am sure of i t ," replied Sibyl frank­
ly. "Since our anxiety about you w a s re­
l ieved by Mr. Morell's v is i t yesterday 1 
havei enjoyed every s ight and sound. 
Yes , Ion the whole , w e wi l l magnani­
mously foji-give you for ge t t ing wel l be­
fore jve c^me. A n d n o w tel l us all about 
y our j ideal hacienda." 

"I jhave| only one improvement t o sug­
gest," said Halbert. "The hacienda i s 
chapter second. L e t us have ohapter 
first-j-the whole authent ic account of the 
shooting, with the cause thereof.'* 

Derwent hesitated for a moment . 
Should he, tell the whole or only part of 
that ^toryl Notning would have induced 
h i m t o m e n t i o n D o n a Za r i f a ' s n a m e in 
connection with the* final tragedy when 
ipeal | ing of i t t o Morell , but these were 
his n e a r e s t f r i ends a n d relatives.1 W a s 
it not right that he should let them know 
the full greatness of his obligations? Sc 
he tclld the whole story, and never was 
narrative l istened to w i t h more rapt at­
tention. Three pairs of w iden ing eyes 
weretfastened on h i s face as he^spokb, 
and when he finished Mrs. Derwent fairly 
brok4 into sobs. 

"Oh, m y dear," she" cried, " w h ^ t can 
We eyer do to show our grat i tude ,to 

*+-!- c 
., I „ \%\. If , . ' .... J ; ... . . . ' . . • •*... - SL : i 

i n yon: than I ever imagin0d for 
faU to ha vb selected you as the central 
agure of dob a story."' • 

•*1 playeq *» very subordinate p a i t In 
ft, S i b y l " ejajd Derwent , "My role was 
subject ive altogether. A l l the honors 
belong to Dona Zarifa." 
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those 
your l i fe tw ice over. A n d that heroic 

girl," 
" I 

cried 
able 
them 

kind people? They have 

H o w I l ong t o see and 

saved 

thank 

the 

girl! 
her!"j 

"Lftoo, have a great desire t o see 
observed Halbert . ! 

ould g o across Mexico t o see her j " 
S ibyl . " H a p p y creature! j t o be 

do heroic t h i n g s , not dream of 

Geoffrey, my respect for you ha# 
T h a r * must W 

fc^BK^KwHta «--•''•'''•'".-.!. •' ' i l l •'• . ' t f ' i 
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/ am In terrible trouble about Sibffit 
fortune.'' 

The next l?ew days were full of varied 
pleasure for t h e relief expedition, as 
Derwent still laughingly called the parity 
that had come so far to seek hiin. 
Though he had spoken l ightly, he was in 
reality very grateful to Halbert* as wel l 
as to Sibyl Lenox, and he w a s deter­
mined to spare no effort to reward them 
for their kindness. Consequently he 
worked energetical ly in arranging expe­
ditions of s i gh t seeing, in organizing all 
the details which make such expedit ions 
pleasant, and in providing them with 
many g l o w i n g memories of the beautiful 
Mexican capital to carry away with 
them.. 

Even Mrs. Derwent enjoyed the novel 
and brilliant s ights , the picturesque life 
a n d t h e m a r v e l o u s c h a r m of t h e c l ima t e , 
notwithstanding her perennial enrprise 
at the highly civi l ized aspect bf most 
t h i n g s a r o u n d he r " 'Why, t h i s is Jike 
Parisl" she excla imed in her amazement , 
w h e n s h e first s aw t h e Paseo a t t h e 
fashionable hour—the roadway thronged 
with handsome equipages, which rolled 
down the w i d e avenue fit for the tri­
umphal progress of an emperor, wi th 
.flashing wheels , g l eaming harness, high 
Btepping horses and all the outward 
paraphernalia of luxury and wealth, or 
baused for a few minutes in the superb 
qircle. where a band was filling the air 
w i th melody, j u s t as the long, level rays 
jof parting suol ight flooded the atmos-
Ippere and the surrounding scene wi th 

mber splendor. 
•Like Pans?" repeated SibyL 'Oh. 

cil Paris is tamecompared to this. The 
ocial part of the display may remind 
me somewhalt of the Champs Elysees 
nd the Bois de Boulogne, but where 
Ise in the world wi l l , one find such a 

t t ing for a social display as is here?" 
'If it exists 1 certainly do not know 

here to find It,." said Halbert, looking 
ottnd at a scene which is indeed almost 

nthout parallel in its beauty—thesplen-
id avenue, with its level s traightness 
roken at intervals by magnificent circles 
mbell ished w i th heroic groups of statu-

y, and its long, leafy vista ending in 
he superb mass of the Castle of Chapul-
ipeo. the lovely outspread val ley crossed 
y the gray arches of an aqueduct that 

dates from t h e Conquest, the picturesque 
mass of the city's towers and domes, and 
I g a m s t the eastern sky the wonderful 

ountain ranges, wearing such div ine ly 
cid t tints of color as no pen or brush 

an ever describe, or reproduce, wi th the 
ajeStic s u m m i t s of the t w o great vol-

anoea towenmg above, clad in tha daz-
l ing whiteness of their eternal snow 

Again and again Sibyl thanked Dec­
ent for having provided the cause 

T h i c h drew them to this fascinating 
land. In the brilliant sunshine of days 
filled iWith collor and fragrance, w i th 
loiterihgs in rich* d im churches and love­
ly old world cloisters, in plazas filled 

th the life of the dark, gent le , coup­
ons people, and on marble terraces, be­

low which spread the most beautiful M 

efuthly views, «tll: things painful and dii-
eeable seemed to fade into insignif i-

nce. ; Yet, solicitous as he was for the 
pleasure of others, Derwent could net 
hanlseif have enjoyed the picturesque 
sbenes, amid which they wandered had 
tie not possess$d one underlying coi-
aaouspess. one Constant thought ever 
with him. *l shall see her againF 

But for that everything would h-\e 
bisen a weariness, which was n o w a do-
lijght | Only "day by day the longing for 
her presence g r e w more insistent. N o w 
and then tt startled him. N o w and t h e i 
hfe roused himself , from his dream of ex­
pectation to ask what he should do wheh 
the meet ing to which he looked forward 
80 eagfrly was over, when there was no 
longer anyth ing to sustain him ' in t h > 
hopeless pain of separat ion/ "I shall no; 
bjowout my. brains," he would think 

d j;hat is the only th ing of w h i c h J 
am certain. . 1 aha,!! l ive; t shall work. 
a|id perhaps after awhi l e 1 shall g r o w 

:ed to i t , a s one does g r o w used t o a l i 
fojrms*of suffering; but beyond that 1 
e^nnot look. Nor. wil l I look. She isi 
coming 1 shall see her, 1 shall touch' 
her hind and meet her eyes again, and 
that i i enough." ; ! 

Butfjbefore she c a m e there ^waa a sur-r 

prise, amounting to a shock, in store for 
I It oechirfed one even ing w h e n , 
|)erwenl and Sibyl having retired' 

ly ,Wearied by a day of s ight seeing,. 
BLalbeh: and himself were smoking to-i 
gether in the sitting room of the former, j 
The. d|or was open, partly for the balmy i 
air} p a r t l y t h a t t h e y m i g h t e n j o y t h e 
fairylike scene which the hotel and its 
gardell a lwaye present at n i g h t — t h e 
grhce|hi encircliingj gal leries l ighted bril-' 
l iant l f w i th incandescent electric l ights , 
and the rich tropical} foliage of the gar­
den f i l l y revealed inj the w h i t e radiance, 

ve nevejr been in a place that 
charmed m e ao m u c h a s this ," sa id Hal* 

!r»*Daia|e^j>f s o m e length. " I 
peculiar c ircum-not think i t 

c « that make everyth ing seem «> 
And,' b y the bye , Q«o«roy , 

toll y o g 

contrary 
pleasant 

There 

about jthoie circumstances. It bardlj 
teems JM* to keep you in ignorance. 
Sybi l injnata t h a t i t m a k e s n o difference, 
b u t I a m not sure" 

"Sibyll" repeated Derwent , s tar ing ai 
the other. H e had never known Halbert 
so fami |mr before, forMissLenox , though 
a relative of Mrs. Derwent , w a s not at 
all related to the y o u n g man , w h o wai 
Derweijt's cousin on ids father's side. 
" W h a t j i r e you ta lk ing about?" heaaked. 
"Whatj ldrcx imstances have occurred 
which $ |byl thinks do not concern me l r 

Halbert smoked for a m o m e n t silently 
before he answered. Then he turned and 
faced his companion directly. "She has 
promise* 1 to marry me," he said, "and, 
although she assures m e posit ively t o the 

, 1 fear the n e w s wi l l not bfl 
t o yon." 
was more than a moment's si­

lence n # Derwent felt indeed as if h« 
had bees most unexpectedly knocked 
down, fphis was an event on which he 
had not reckoned in calculat ing the pos­
s ibi l i ty or a ton ing for his father's wrong 
doing. In all his considerations he had 
never considered the probabil ity that 
Sibyl m j g h t , marry before she attained 
her majority, and thus antic ipate the 
t ime of set t lement; in fact, there can bf 
l i t t le doubt that the general opinion oi 
every one about them had led h im to 
fancy that he m i g h t marry her himwpilf, 
if he chose to d o so. The b low t o hi i 
vani ty (which really had been very little 
concerned) was not, however, the cans* 
of his silence. He w a s overwhelmed b j 
the terrible necessity of t e l l ing Halbert 
how matters stood. 

But nothing was more natural than 
that Halbert should have misunderstood 
his silence. He said at length, in a low 
tone, "Geoff. 1 a m more sorry for tbit 
than I can say. I feared it would be so, 
but S ibyl was sure that I w a s mistaken. 
S h e msistfed that you never were in lov€ 
with her, bat 1 knew you could not hav« 
been assot dated w i th her so c losely and 
fail t o b a j 

"Sibyl is right," eaid Derwent, rousing 
himself w i th an effort. "1 suppose i t if 
because w e have been- associated so close-
iy—almost like brother and sister—that 
I n e v e r w a s in love w i t h he r , t h o n g h 1 
know of d) girl more altogether worthy 
of a man's love. Bo far as that i s con­
cerned y o i have m y heartiest congratu­
lations; ihdeed, you have them in any 
case. Buij your news has been a shoc i 
to me for a n al together different reason. 
1 a m in jtarrible trouble about Si by Pi 
fortune." 

• 'Geoffreyr 
"Yes; that is w h y I a m hera W h e n 1 

looked into m y father's affairs after hii 
death I fotmd, to m y horror, that he had 
used Sibylis .money in an . unjustifiable 
manner 0 f course he intended to r e 
place it—jit happened, unfortunately, tc 
be in a tempt ing ly convenient form—but 
death overtook him, as it has overtakei 
many another man, before he could re 
pair what] he had done. You m a y not 
have kno'sin that he w a s concerned in 
several un lucky speculat ions dur ing the 
last years Of his life." 

"I suspected i t ." said Halbert. "Ir 
fact, i t was! whispered once or t w i c e that 
he w a s very hard hit. B u t w h en noth­
ing seemed to c o m e of it 1 forgot tht 
rumors. 0eoff, my poor fellow, thh 
is awful ! H o w does his o w n fortune 
s tandT . | 

"Very mpch impaired; so m u c h that 
w h e n 1 make good the loss of Sibyl 's for­
tune m y utather wil l be very straitened 
in meana : it was to save her from this, 
and also to' sjave m y father's honor, that 1 
intended try ing to replace what had beet 
lost during the t ime that remains oi 
Sibyl's minority. I decided that m y best 
chance to m^ke m o n e y quickly w a s here: 
so 1 came-' -with what resul t thus fai 
you know.V ; 

44 Yon bajre not been here very long,' 
said Halbert. "One failure eignifj.ee 
nothing. H o w have you been impressed 
by the possible chances?" 

"1 have: been very wel l impressed. 
There is ho . place in the world, I am 
sure, wher^ i} is possible for the invest­
ment of a littjle capital to produce suet 
large results \ But t ime is needed to ac­
complish thesje results." 

"That is the case everywhere. Onlj 
in dreams are fortunes realized in a day. 
Wei l , m y djeaif fe l low, so far as I a m con­
cerned—anjd I know 1 can answer foi 
S ibyl—the tujne is ypura. Nei ther she 
nor I wi l l demand what has been lost, 
because wf are well assured that you 
will repay t to the last farthing as soon 

as you are able. Only take care that you 
do not risk more than you can afford in 
t h e p u r s u i t of i t . " 

"I shall take care," said Derwent , **foi 
i cannot afford to lose anyth ing , and 
nothing i s so near m y heart as the pay­
ment of thi B debt. Frank, you are a true 
friend; 1 cijn never forget how yon have 
taken this! I have no words w i t h which 
to thank ycu . out 1 feel it more deeply 
than I can 3ay^" 

"You have ino reason to thank me," 
replied the^ ot|ier. "Merely as man tc 
man could ,1 d o less when i have the ut-
moat confidence in your honor and know 
that you are anxious to repair w h a t ie 
no fault of yours? Besides this, my 
uncle's good name is almost as dear to 
m e as i t is to yon. I can never fail to 
remember .jtbat he put m e o n m y feet 
when 1 wasf yo i ing and struggl ing. Foi 
the rest, i t i s not Sibyl's fortune tha t J 
have sough): in seeking her, though ol 
course it_will bo m y d u t y to see that ii 
is not thrown away . If it were legiti­
mately lost, t o w e ver, 1 should not 
m o n m . W p c a n d o w i t h o u t i t . " ,' 

41 You shall not need to do withoit it," 
said Derwent. "Your faith and confi­
dence g i v e m e fresh courage. The ere a w 
m a n y morejmines in Mexico besides the 
B j e n a Espefania , and, God helping me , 
one of them! shal l y ie ld back all t h a t hai 
beqn lost of pop 's fortune." | 

14 And someth ing for yourself, too , 1 
hope*," said Halpert , smi l ing . 

N o t for a l o n g t i m e had s leep been so 
swee t t o Derwent as i t w a s that n i g h t 
T h e wnsc iousnesa of h i s cousin's ft [end-i 
shipy-so quiet , s o undemonstrat ive , but 
s o sincere, w h e n tried by t h e t e s t jm< ' 
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ot. Heknewnbjfc w h a t aiBtrain I t h a d 
been to bear his burden alone, and he 
said to himself that, uelped by such 
friendship, h i s s t rength w o u l d hj» " a s t h e 
s trength of ten" t o redeem his father's 
honor and justify} t h e confidence placed 
in M B o w n . \ 

Morning in Mex ico i s a lmost a l w a y s 
w h a t morn ing m u s t have been i n the 
primal Paradise.; N o w h e r e else, surely, 
could the wor ld have seemed so ent irely 
as if it- were freshly created and rejoic­
ing in i t s creation: What floods of sun­
shine , what lucid skies, what enchant­
i n g atmosphere, w h a t buoyant freshness 
bf air these mornings bring t o the awak­
ening earth! Merely t o be a l ive seems 
| o y enqugh, but , Sf other j o y i s added, 
then the fresh g ladness of nature i s l ike 
the special touch of a a exquis i te s y m ­
pathy. ' 
. So ijt seemed t o Derwent w h e n h e 
opened; his eyes to the joyous brightness 
§>f another day in the land of sunshine; 
and all the brightness w a s tenfold en­
hanced w h e n t h e first n e w s that he heard 
on emerg ing from his apartment— 
brought by the messenger whom he had 
employed t o cal l a t the house every d a y 
-t-was that Don Maurudo a n d h i s house­
hold had arrived, 
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HI win do my best to help you, Mr. De* 
tcent,"1 he said. 

Derwent ever afterward declared that 
his mother simply and absolutely fell in 
love w i t h D o n M a h r i z i o a t first s i g h t 
There could be no doubt that she was aa 
favorably impressed as he could have de­
sired w i t h the handsome m a n whose per­
fect b lending of worldly polish and frank 
cordiality could not, have fai led to charm 
even the least susceptible t o t h e effect of 
manner.' S ibyl did not hes i tate t o affirm 
that she had never before seen s o prince­
ly a m a n , and that the admirable resnlta 
of a w o u n d in the shoulder w ere dai ly 
becoming more apparent to her. Don 
Maurizio, on his part, w a s evident ly 
much pleased, w i th Derwent's friends— 
with Mrs. Derwent 's del icate refinement 
and Sibyl's spirited charm. H e was 
most courteously prompt in pay ing hia 
respects, accompany ing Derwent , who 
lost n o t i m e in seeking h im, back t o the 
hotel for that purpose. H i s daughter, 
he said, would g i v e herself the pleasure 
of cal l ing later, and hoped the ladies 
would drive w i t h her on the Paseo that 
afternoon. "For myself," h e said, "3 
somet imes take o u t a n Eng l i sh dogcart, 
and if e i ther or both of y o n gent lemen 
wi l l accept a seat w i t h m e , I shal l be 
very happy." "Both inv i ta t ions w e r e ac­
cepted, and w a i v i n g Mrs. Derwent 's re­
newed thanks for her eon's great debt oi 
kindness, the s tate ly haciendado bowed 
himself a w a y . 

B u t if Don Maurizio had a w a k e n e d en­
thus iasm in the breasts of these explor­
ers from the s tates w h a t can be said oi 
the effect w h i c h Dona Zarifa produced, 
with her surpassing beauty enhanced by 
a toi let fresh from the hands of the most 
consummate artist in Paris? Derwent, 
Who bad found that he could not trust 
himself to speak of her, had said very 
l i t t le of her personal charms, and SC 
Sibyl's eyes turned • upon h im w i t h a 
look of amazement .and interrogation 
which a lmost provoked h i m t o laughter . 
" W h a t did you mean b y not preparing 
us for such a vision as this?" t h e look 
said. A n d indeed i h a t perfect face, 
framed by a • hat w h i c h w a s a mass oi 
soft, curl ing plumes, w a s enough t o pro­
voke the inquiry. Yet t o Derwent'g 

eyes nothing could ever frame it so well 
a s the graceful Spanish drapery i n which 
he had seen it first, a l though h e wat 
glad, that these critical feminine eye* 
should b e h o l d s his princess in al l the 
bravery of modern picturesque costum-
-ink. 

Great i s t h e , effect of wea l th . Whc 

does not know this? Yet, to a nature 
not readily or deeply impressed by the 
accidents of l ife i t s wonderful effect i s s 
s tanding marvel which cus tom cannot 
s ta la Derwent said, to himself that i i 
Dona Zarifa had been stripped of every 
accessory of fortune her noble beauty 
and stil l more noble character would 
have been none t h e less ev ident t o h im, 
and none the less adorable in his eyes. 
Pejrhaps he w a s right-i—though t h e test 
would be a severe one, even for a lover— 
but at least he had no reason to expect 
to jfind such eyes in others* There waa 
nothing surprising In the fact that Mrs, 
Derwent w a s more struck b y the sur­
roundings of the younk heiress t h a n by 

her remarkable loveliness. The'luxuri' 
ons carriage w h i c h awai t ed theni , w i t h 
i t s ;handsome horses, l iveried servants , 

an4 every appointment; perfect as if foi 
HyiJe Park, brought home t o her more 
vividly than all of Deijwenf s words the 
position and wealth of the people with 
-whom his good fortune had associated 
him. As he passed the equipage on the 
Paseo , Derwent c o u l d not b n t smi l e at 
the< expression of h i s mother's face as 
shel lay ~back on the noftly cushioned 
seat , r e g a r d i r M w i t h a 
• o f ! =rf«r*iHrvr* 1-r»T*Si»-ri11'in.*i sa t i s fac t ion tiit 

look of perfect 
urillianjt s c e n e of wh ich 

that , w h e n t h e y 
enthusiast ic ad-

difficult to 
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fa i th tha t 
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Table Spreads, Tabk Scarfs, Lamberqfns , Carpels, Stand I # p | t 
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Wringers, Bed-springs, etc., Mattresses Aade to order, Carpet S p i f -
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to mention. 5 1 ' j | ' ;.v 

was a part. 
e w a s n o t surprised 

metj at diimer^ Sibyl ' s 
mirat ion overflowed a l l verbal bounds 

"She is s i m p l y t h e mos t beauti ful crea­
t i n g that 1 have ever i e e n r «b»- said, 

* J - a - » tQ Z a r i f a ^ T r t t t U y 4 i d n&thin? 
b u t |stare lit her; for i h e i s a perfect 

loveliness. ] A n d w h e n her 
up, and she 

l i t t le Mori 
s h e i s 
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