‘A WILD ROSE. ‘
'I‘he first wil(‘ rme in wuyside hedge
This year I'vandering sce, _

1 pluck, and sepd it ag 8 pltdge,
gﬂy own Wild Rose, to thee.’

NI

3 For when my gaze first met thy gaze
5 We were knee deep in June;
NG|, And all the hours in tune.

|
l
{1 )
) , The nights were:only dreswdag days,
i I found thee, like the eghnthe.

P.E' o _-Sweet, simple andapart; o
" And from that hour thy shifle iath bees .~
The flower that scents my heart. & “ ‘f.

. And ever aince, when tendrils graco
Young copse or withered boll

‘With rosebuds, straight Isee thy face,
And gaze ioto thy soul,

A natural bud of love thou a.rt,
‘Where, gazing down, I view,

Deep hidden in thy fragrant heart,
A drop of heavenly dew,.

Go, wild rose, to my Wild Rose dear;
. Bid her come syift and soon,
Oh, wonld that she were always hers!
Tt then were always June.
-—Alfred Austin in Wa-shington Post,

4 SUNGAND THEPIRATES

A-sung was a Oh.mese boy who liveq
in the farming village of Woe-kuh, near
Fthe Choo-Keang or Pearl river, about
fitteen miles below Canton. His father
 belonged to that highly esteemed class
f of Nung or farmers. ;

. A-sung was one of the brightest schol-
' ars in the village school: But A:zsung’s
3 - father was poor and had niany children,

80 he felt compelled fo take his son from
. school to save the expensg, and also that

Feld.

A-sungwas in a somewhad: 1melanchaly

| mood one bright aftérnoon as he sat be-
A neath a clump of mulberry trees near
B theriver. From his little knoll he could
Sgaze over wide expansesof rice fields, .
and before him spread the broad surface
of the river at Blenheim Reach. -

A beantiful American bark lying at
anchor half a mile away was the object
of his earnest attention. _

Suddenly there was a great puff of
white smoke from her deck, followed by

lies: & heavy report. A-sung seemned to have
S been watching for this. He directed his

ST.J gaze to a black speck a mile down the

Sr river, and saw the splashes as the shot

struck near it and ricochetted on ower
the surface.
at the guns.
When the firing ceased a small boat
*«&eﬂ% the- bark; difeete& toward—a- poxnt

The crew were.practicing.

[a- g'er 06 I1iVer, and & Knew thl
"3 some of the officers were ‘coming ashore
with to take exercise on horseback, as was
: their custom. A-sung sprang up and

Lates. started back to the village,

17’. On his way he had to pass near a small
' ﬁshmg hamlet situated on an inlet of the
- —7iver. Hehurried along with some trepi-
epsi dation, for the inhabitants had a bad

reputation. It was reported that they

were addicted to smuggling and piracy

in their swift boats, called “‘fast crabs.” |

But he came to a sudder halt as load,.
iteous screams came from one of the
uts.

A huge, ugly Chinaman came out
dragging a. girl whom he was beating
ammercifully with & thiek piece of bazn-
boo. He wore shdt, wide trousers, a

___ dirky quilted.-blouse and a broad hatof
bamboo stnps His feet were bare. He
was a vicious looking ruffian. Af last
the girl broke away from him and ran
_swiftly toward A-snwg, pursued by her
tormenﬁorh
']Ilie.hoys Eﬁﬁ“‘th‘bnghi ‘wag to"tak=to-
3 pelas but-he-holdly -waited: .4ill .£he [.3
fngmve reached him, when he grasped

_ embankment info a p tall _reeds, | O
where they both lay panting until their
pursaer gave up the search. -

" The girl was quite pretty, but ratgged
and covered with brmses. She was cry

ﬁlled w1th tears of sympathy
“Was that your father?” he asked pity-
ingly.
“No, venerable sir,” edbbed "fhib gl
“He bought me.” _
“Oh!” said A-sang, with conftempt at
t - the thought of helping a slavegirl. But
.. his better feelings prevailed. He felt in
his pocket and drew out two pieces - of
- cash and a ball, .
. “Take these,” he said. “Tm sorry for
you. Retter wait till he goes to sleep
- before you go back,” Then he roseand.
.crept cauticusly awayso as not to-attract
attention. Inalittle while he reached
the village. '
As he approached he saw two foreign- |
e on homeback i.n_t.’he st:reet surronnded

mhet" (Throw cash) 'l‘he grown
people crowded the doorways ‘enjoying’
the sport. The two men were laughing
hearﬁly, and scattering bandfuls Gf} cgp-
sr-cash{o-see the children scramble for-80
When they had emptied their pock-
, m they rode on, atill langhing, and met
Q_A-mng.&@hey ~yeere-dremed-in-wirite:|
linen, and éne of - thém wore 5 Panama
lnt,the otlm-a blue cap with & %d
band. rwognimthem as o
oms of the bu -

| hat, “thiere’s. & boy that would suit me.
i Theystopped, mdPreaéBtf addreeaed

& boy-to-serve- hi

3¢ might have his help in the paddy | .

her waist and dartedl away behind an}

<L-people.who came. £, DOY. OPITI. oo meweren

| «sm Prosoott.” mm the one Witk ik
hira

A in Chiness, |
“What is yotr name, boy?" ‘
“‘A-sung, venerable sir,” replied’
A-sung. “What is your nams, vener-
| able sir?” he added politely. -

venerable Lord Captain Denville wants

father, and oppose not.”
& A.‘mng’s eyes sparkled joyfully,

-neat-house. — Inscriptions on red paper
and an urn for joes sticks were at the
entrance. His father came to the door
—& grave, dignified farmer, A-sung put
his hands together and saluted him with
deep respect and said: '

‘“Yenerable father, here is the vener-
able lord captsin and the venerable lord
‘Never Mind,’ who want a boy o serve
ﬂlﬁm "

Prescott restrained hls desire tc laugh
at A-sung's mistake regarding his name,
and briefly informed the farmer of Capt.
Denville’s wish to employ his son as
cabin boy, for which he would pay him |

$10 a month. . After due consideration
the farmer consented, and it was ar-
ranged that A-sung should come aboard
the next day in the boat of the compra-
-dor-—the man- whe_ sapplied  the ship
with fresh provisions.

“Is A-sung a good‘boy,” asked Capt.
Denville.

* “Him ' good boy now, bimeby no can
‘tell,” replied the farmer gravely.

The officers rode away, and his father
said to A-sung: ‘‘Doubtless the gods thus
show their favor. With the money thus
. gained from these barbarians you can re-
sume your sublime studies, and my son
shall’ yet bring honor to my old age.”

The next day A-sung went on board
the Harlequin, His father went with
him and formally presented him to the
captain.

“Hiin good boy now blmeby no can
tell,” he repeated so]emnly,'as he took
his departure with the comprador.

A-sung looked about with wonder.
The deck was clean and white. Four
cannon were mounted, black and threat-
ening—two 9-pounder carronadés on the
. quarter deck, a long 18-pounder pivot
gun amidships and a 8-pounder pivot
on the forecastle. , Swarthy, active..sail-
ors. ware at uork\en,deeker in the ng»

~the"Phﬂ1ppme m}ands who speak the
Spanish language. The captain, his two
mates and the clerk were the only white
men on board.
A-sung was sent below to the Chinese
ward to be instructed in his duties.
en he came on deck again in the af-
ternoon he beheld an animated scene.
Two long, pull away boats were along-
side the bark. They carried masts with
matting sails, and besides pulled about
twenty oars on each side. They were
armed with gingals fixed in swivels on
the gunwale; these were Chinese fire-
arms, carrying a large ball.
*A number of Chinese of mercantile ap-
1 pearance were on deck earnestly con-f
versing with Capt ‘Denville,. A great
many small chests of mango wood, cov-
ered with rewhide; wére - piled near by 13
One of these was open, and A-sung saw
that the upper half-of the chest was di-
vided into twenty comperiments, in each
of which was a dark brown ball of pecu- |

" there was thé same ‘number of 'ba.lIs in

© “Never mind,” rﬂpliadPreseott “The
m.”ehmd“nsﬁe your

‘tily he led the way along the gramte.
paved street, and ltop,;)ed before a low, |

o Hiar- sppearanceand” smell. - EHdently-- -

smuggiéd.
" As for the@oaiza th&t Me epenlyhe

1o fmm here %, centi!med

. Isuapposed ‘that they “found ‘means b0

‘Cover up men's ears and eyes,” meaning,
perhaps, that they bribed the mandarins,
'This was in 1843, and the steward’s ex-
| planation was proba‘bly correct. -

A-sfing ‘was much interested in the

many and dangerous in hoae
Bui what excited his greatest interest
was the practice at the big guns.” -
‘At first the loud reports nearly made
him jump out of his blue and gold slip-
pers, but he scon . became accustomed to
the noise. The cannon were touched off
with a joss stick, in ‘prigitive fashion,
and at night some of ‘these were al-.
ways: kept burning nesr the mainmast
in readiness for a sndden attack,

“Venerable young brother,” said’ the|
steward one day to A-sung, “how many
dollars® worth of opium do you think are
in this barbarian ship?”

' “Venerable elder brother, I do 1ot
know,” replied A-sung,

“There are four hundreds of thor-

sands,” said the steward. *‘Verily it
would be a rich prize for the pirates.”
" Two weeks after A.sung joined the
Harlequin he asked the captain’s per-
mission to go and pay his respects to his
father. -Capt. Denville granted his re-
quest, and he went ashore in the com-
prador’'s boat. With a light heart he
trudged away toward the village, where
he ‘was received with great joy by his
father- and by his young "friends andj
schoolmaites.

He spent a very happy day. All the
children of the village were eagerly pre-
paring for their ‘“Lantern Feast,” which
was to take place that night, This is

"|'the children’s festival in the spring,
when-they are ellowed-to-have-theirown|-

way in everything and indulge in merry-
making to their hearts' content.

A-sung -wisyed to stay ashore that
night in order to take part in the festivi-
ties, but as Capt. Denville wounld expect.
him to come on board he 1eselved to go
out to the ship with the comprador in
the evening and ask leave of absenco till
the next day. So at evexing he walked
back to the landing.

On the way he saw two men approach-

ng him, one of whom he thought was

e ruffian who had beaten the slave
girl ,M,Hcﬂmis,ngtr surs of - this, however,-

boarding l?f? gaihwhi:llll ;etr: trioed np
‘overy nig m the I o mggmg.
.Thmvmm Fobeckion -agai ~

W&%ﬂ. -

riedly, “and three big pit
from there to attack the ba:gb%g g
to—mght, My ma.sten. &’ :

bnrnmg the'j joss: rs
of the geds. De?;o%e S

"robbers to make 'm'en sleep!‘* ‘

and despair. For & moment he was
stupefied; then he threw down his gay.
lantern, and darted away toward the]
boat landing at his greatest: speed.

comprador and acquainted him with his
fears, They hurriedly entered a small

Asthey neared the ship they distinetly

‘boats approached. -
reached their prey.

reached the deck with difficulty be-|
tween the boarding mnettings.
was no challenge, All was still on
board. Several dark figures were
stretched out on the deck forward.

e darted aft. The second mate was
in a profound slumber, breathing heav-

impossible to awake him. 'The drugged
cigars had done-their work effectually.
He glanced fearfully around. One of
the pirate boats was close at hand, loom-
ing up darkly, propelled by o great num-
ber of oarss 'Wild with fright, A-sung
rl:shed forward tothe forecastle sereams
“erates! pirates! Ahoy, hi yil"

The men on deck were all in'a leaden
slamber, but some of the watch had
evidently sneaked below on ﬁnding that~

ries-three-sailors—rushed
on deck., Though confused, they com-
prehended in a moment the imminent

gun amidships. By that time the pirate
boat was almost alongside, and sudden-

the most frightful din of gongs and
savage yells, together with a flerce dis-
charge of musketry and gingals,

Several large, flaming missiles were
thrown over the boarding.nettings upon
thie deck. Threo fell close to the pivot
gun, where they lay blazing and smok.
ing, emitiing a 1most horrible and snffo-.
cating stench. Unable to endure it, the |

A-ung gave a cry of astoﬁxehment pel

In a little while he had arousedt:he“

boat and pulled awsy-for the Harlequin. |

A-sung clambered up the side and ar
There | 3,

ily. He shook the officer, but found it

the mate: ha&goneto gleep: - ==

danger, and sprang forward to thepivot| -

dy there burst from her crowded deck jg

pay & xemnsble pn,,
The plrate BCOW.

heard the dip of the sweeps as the pirate | oo amg
They had almost

.really pathetlc - [ -

The girl, whoss- Tiamé was Lé-Won, ;
was given her freedom 4nd placed in the'
family of Assung's father. .where she,.
would be kindly treated—Capt, Denvills-

¥ 1 until she was married, - -
A-sung remained on board
quin a year, during which :
a voyage to India, Then h
his native village and r
ies of the ‘Confucian ol
to honor and famein the Flow

Companion,,

,»,,, -

n).u@.‘

=

gpmw,u. g
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R Nﬁw R
Su;tmgs, Trousermgs, Vestmgs

__and_Overcoatings, -

engaging to pay for her mmu.ténmceh Bl

—Charles E. Brimblecom. m ’Y(mth’a‘ L
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soon axsappearedw

" The other man came on and met him.
Heo was a portly, well dressed China-
man, and saluted A-sung politely, with
an engaging smile. He stopped and pro-
ceeded to address many flowery and flat-
tering remarks to the boy, in the course
of which he alluded to his connection
with the Harlequin, claiming to be him- |
self an old friend of Capt. Denville's.

Although A-sung was in a hurry he
listened with pleasaie to one who had
evidently formed, such a high opinion of-
him at sight,and he replied unsuspect-
ingly to some adroit questions regarding
the armament and _teg:nlatrone of_th&
sHip.” o

At last the stranger took leavs of him,
 courgeously wishing him abundant felic-
ity and the _Jghast honors and promo-
tion. Then, as if with a sudden thought
he took from the breast of his rich over
garment a emall bundle tied up in a sﬂk
handkerchisf.
o é‘ﬁé‘mﬁle‘»?ﬁunger br@ﬂiexg—’h‘heﬁmﬁ”*
‘““here are. some excellent cherocts with

the lower part of the chest. -
A-sung -soon found out that thls was
crude opium, and that the merchants
were buying it. He was on an opium
The purchasers paid for the drug some-
times w1th Spamsh or Mencan dolla.rs

REE

syoee. The coins haad all been sta.mped
over and over again with Chinese stamps
until they were completely "defaced.
" Thése were called ‘‘chop dollars.” The
value of both coins and sycee was ascer-
taihed by weight.
As-the merchant paid the silver it wa.s
passed over to the ‘shroff,” a grave,
ed Chmama.h, who sat at his
-table undér the awning on the gquarter
deck, and with his brass balances care-
fnlly ascertained the value of it. He
had need of care, for he was under heavy
bonds for the correct pérformance of hig

duty.
After A-sung had been on board the

_at the difference-int1ie ek fivior of these

. Samé boats came in. brosd. deylight.
and took the drug away openly, while

and fear, and sometimes the ship’s boat
cautiously took ‘away a chest or'two up.
_some--less—frequented _inlet, _carefully
svoiding the mandarin boats that pa-
trolled the river.
- Awmgaabed-theshward -for anp ex-
plafiition of this difference, and learned
that the exalted emperor at Peking ob-
jected to opium being “into the.

| Harlequin a week he was much puzzled ; g,

“others came stealthily at night, in haste |

Wwhich “to regale the sallorsand-officinls
of the barbarian ship. They are espe-
|eially choiee for those-who watch at
night, as they will banish the god of
drowsiness.”

He gave the boy the bundle and again
took pohte leave. A-sung now hnrﬂed

to g0 oﬂ’ Wlth the comprador
Oapt Denville kindly gave him per-
mission to return to the ‘‘lantern feast”
after he had performed a few duties, and
by the time the comprador was ready to
return the night watch was already on
deck. Then A-sung happened to think
of the cheroots. He ran below, untied
the bundle and brouglit up a handful,
which he distributed among the Manila
‘sailors, with -whom he was already a
great favorite. Then he gave a couple
to the second.mate, who was the officer
of the-wateh, and sprang into the boat.:
‘When he reached the village the
“lantern. feast” was_in fnll . progress, =3

Sl SRR R 2

crowded with gayly
dren carrying co colored lan- |

ST AR E Toriing i e for the j)ro-
WM RN «uﬂ’f 43P VE R W !W{W&&._ R 11 Tt S 2

In the midst of this joyful scene, when
the merriment was at its height, a pale,
ragged, muddy figure appeared at._
A-sung’s side .and touched his arm. He
rrecognized—the slave-girl-whom-be had &
befriended. - She was shivering with
cold and fear.

“Come, venerable, - m,’f”‘ahe said, “I
mst tell yor something.”

They retired a few steps, while the

{ The.pirate boat was wrapped. in smoke,

v extmgmshed the flames, and _then, re-

ey e

-sadlors were driven from the gun,

shouting *‘Senor Coptain! Ladrones!
ladrones!” Amnother ran to the fore-
castle to ‘arouse his shipmates, ~ The
third stood as if paralyzed. Already the
pirates were grappling the ship and pre-
paring to pour on board.

At this perilous moment a desperate
‘resolve inspired A-sung. Since he had
caused this disaster he would at least do

thought. He drew & deep breath, and
as the captain and Prescott reached the
deck they saw A-sung dash forward

> | 70t8," 56126 a..joss.. stick. from .the main.
mast and  touch off the long eighteen
pounder. There wasa stunning report.

- from which came fearfal ROWiB, sCIeaiNS,
groans, The gun happened to be
trained exactly upon the crowded deck
of the pirate, and being double shatted
w&h“mtetﬂthe eﬁ”eo&‘olribhng dhehargor
was-terrible: '

By this t ﬁme the rest of the crew were
on deck, aid tHS carronaas wnd the gun-|
on the forecastle were fired into the |
other pirate boaté that were trying to

get alongside, and the sailors gavs them
a volley of musketry, Prescott at the
heaﬁ. Gf some of the most resolute men

% : ' pots” overboard;

Ono of them ran aft to the cabin,|

what he could to atome for it was his |

through the fumes of the burning *fire |
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loading the eighteen pounder, poured
another blast into the first boat, which
‘waa trying to get off, badlypexippled.

Poor A-sung was pick
senseless from the deck, where he had
fallen suffocated after so bravely firing
the gun. That one shot began the dis- |
astrous repulseof the pirates. It waa
some time before he was revived, and
when he regained consmonenese the bat-
tle was over.

‘When Capt. Denville heard the whole
story, he -highly praised’ A-sung for his
prompt nd courageous action, bat also
“shrewd rascals, no matter how fine their
dress oT Iiow “Ieasmg theit innnners,

up limp and |

ed _him .sgainst being-deceived by
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sy

who had caused his discomfitare. .

A-sung told the oaptain of the impor-
"l tant service the slave girl had rendered,
and expressed his fears for her fateif the
pirates should suspect that she had be-
trayed them. So the next day Capt.
Denville, A-song and . a—-partyof armed
~5ﬂnrﬂ wont to the hamlet,

" Denville reached’the hovel first hn&

land. and therefors it was sometimes

-

~ 13 . 1

throng of children looked on with: won-

burst in the door. They had evidently

the second mato mever forgave the boy| 3
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