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The evening thou didst pray for now comes
down,
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. There was" 'o;xce a weaver in Erin who
lived at the edge of & wood; and om a

esieged Wi time when he had nothing- to burn he
gt-Of carpe ~went out with his daughter to get fagota.
7 operatiﬂf for the fire. -
is arrans ; They gathered two bundles and were
' SR ready to carry them -home, when who.
| the largeil should come aldfig but a splendid look-
ighted bw ing stranger on horseback. And he said -

v who bu to the weaver: *“My good man, will you

_And bN give me that girl of yourst*
here gre ! “Indeed then I will not,” said the |
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[ «Make me threeloaves of bread, mother,
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buried the copper with the gold and sil-
ver,

Now, the wife was lamenting and
"moaning night and day for her three
daughters, and gave the weaver no rest
till he told the whole story.

Now, a son was born to them; and
when the boy grew up and was going to
school, he heard how his three sisters
had been carried away for f.hexr weight
in gold and silver and co
day when he came home he saw how his.
mothier was Iamenting’ and wandsz:mg
outside in grief through the fields and
pits and ditches, so he asked ber wiat
trouble was on her° but she wou.ldn‘t tell
him a word.

At lasg he came home crying from
school one day, and said: “i’fy.l not sleep
three nights in one house till I find my
three sisters.” Then he said to his mothr:

for I am going oh a journey.”
Next day he asked had 'she the bread
ready. She said she had, and she was

Y

crying bitterly all the time. ‘‘I'm going
to. leave you now, mother,” said- he,

“and. Pl come back when I have found
my, three sisters.”

He went away and \;valked on till he

was tired and hungry, and then sab
down to eat the br ha.s mother
ired man

or sometlung to
.¥ said the boy. He |
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them"the red haired man said: “Th/em

m&y not be wuch wse in your guing, by - |
here are three things tha.t’ll serve

the swor of ghar pness ot;
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tance; and soon he was there. But he
found nine gates closed before him, and
-no way to go through., It was written
ingide the cloak of darkness that his elder
gister lived in that castle.
He was not long at the gate looking in
when a girl came to him and said, **Go
on out of that; if you don't yow’ll be
killed.™
“Do you go in,” said “he to the girl,
““and tell my sister, the woma.n of t;hls
castle, to come out to we.”
" “The girl ran in; out came the sister,
‘and asked: ‘“Why are you here, and
what did you eome fort"
“I have come to this country to find
my three sisters, who were given away
by my father for their weight in geld,
silver and copper. and you are my eld-
est sister.”
She knew from what he said that he
was her brother, sd\she opened th@gateo
and brought him \in, sa.mg‘ “Don't
wonder at anyt.hmg yousee iu this castle,
My husband is enchanted. I see him
-only at night. He goes off every morn-
ing, stays away all day, and comes home
_in the evening,”
" .The sun went down; and while they
‘were talking, the husband. rushed in, and
the nofse of him waa terrible, He
in the form of aram, ran upsta&x;z:jg;
soon after canie down aman, ~ "

“Who is this thap’s wit ";oﬂ” asked

| he of the wife. o
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leaving every wind that was behind,

About an hour before sunset he saw
the castle in which hissecond sister lived.
‘When he reached the gate, a girl came
out to him and said: ‘‘Go away from
that gate, or yow'll be.killed.” .

“T'll not lesva this till my sister, who
lives in the castle, comes out and speaks
to me.” '

The girl ran in, and out came the sis-
ter. When she heard his story and his
father’s name, ahe knuw thxthn was.her |
‘brother, and-
i butthinknothmgot what you'll seeor
hear. I don't see my husband from
morning till night. He goes and comes
in a strange form, but he is aman at
night.”.

About sunset there was 4 terribla noise
.iadin rushed the man of the castle in
1 the form of a tremendous salmon. He ;
went flapping upetsirs, but he w
long there till he came down a fine-Took-
ing man,
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“Qh, this ismy brether, who has.come -
to see ma/“ she said.

he’s your brother he’s welcome,”
jdthe man,
~~They supped, and then slapt till mom -
ing:, When the mazn of the castle was
going out ‘again in the form o
salmon he turned to the hoy an
“You’d. better stay: herewiths
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greatest eagle that aver: wasseen.
eagle hurried upstairs, and soeﬁ.
down a man.

¢ Who is that stranger theve wi
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ram and salmon,- knaw—th&boy;:
wanted to try his wife).

‘Tlns is- my brother, who hw
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They all took supper aud. s
night. When the eagl&mm
(x the morning, he. pulled. . feath

| tids; it may serve you. If you
in straits and want help, call’

eagles arp in.the world, and they'lk
to you.” h/lm
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‘“In that castle: on the. whil
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